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Publisher's Note.— It may be well to state that Mr. Parker's Tour 
through the Oregon Territory, is the only work published by any per- 
son who has been over the country generally, in all teatont of the year, 
for the express purpose of learning the physical condition of the counr 
try, and the natural aod moral state of the Indian inhabitants. 
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TALE COLLEGE. 

I have perused with much satisfaction and instruction, the Rev. 
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copies of it to scientific hnends in Europe, on account of the valuable 
geological facts which it contains. B. SILLIMAN. 

Yale College, Oct. 31st, 1343. 
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'* This is one of the most authentic and interesting accounts we have 
of the country of Oregon, or waters of the Columbia, and of the charac- 
ter of the Indian tribes of that savage country. The author brings to 
the subject all the knowledge, industry, candor, and piety becoming 
his mission and pretensions." 
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learn that a second edition has been so soon called for. It is not a book 
of lofty pretensions, but of unadorned verity and high intrinsic merit. 
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" This is a work of extraordinary merit, and furnishes rich food alike 
to the man of science and the unlearned. It is one of the most deeply 
interesting volumes that has ever issued from the American press ; in- 
asmuch as it presents, in a plain and unaffected style, stores of know- 
ledge concerning a portion of our country which heretofore has been 
but partially explored. This is a volume which commends itself to the 
careful perusal of men of every class, and, so marvellous are its truths, 
that it needs but the merit of being a work of fiction to gain Ibr it uni- 
versal circulation." — JUSinsionary Herald, Cincinnati. 



. ** Mr. Parker's observaUons on the geology and geography of th^ 
country through which he passed, are alone richly WQrth twice the cost 
of his volume. To the friends of the unfortunate Red Man his woriL ia 
a noble weapon ; to the advocate of Foreign Missions an unansweralde 
evidence of their necessity and value. It is illustrated by a new Map 
from actual observation of the territory of the United States west of the 
limits of Missouri. — New Yorker y May 19, 183&. 
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PREFACE. 



In presenting to the public the Journal of a Tour beyond the 
Rocky Mountains, the only apology necessary to offer, is the hope 
of promoting a more extensive and particular knowledge, than had 
hitherto been furnished, of the condition of that important section 
of our country. The author's mode of travelling furnished many 
opportunities for observation, being conducted with leisure, through 
one of the most interesting portions of the wide territories of the west. 
It is believed that no defects exist in the work irreconcilable with a 
strict adherence to facts, and this scrupulous regard to truth is the 
principal merit claimed for the volume. The most of what is narra- 
ted came under the author's personal observation, and whatever is 
stated which did not, was obtained from gentlemen whose reputation 
for honesty and candor, as well as capability of judging intelligently, 
is well established. This source of information was made available 
by collecting and comparing the statements of different individuals, 
retaining what corresponded with his own observation, or was well 
supported by evidence. The belief is cherished, that the following 
work contains a greater amount of statistical information in regard 
to the country, and important facts, than is to be found in any pro- 
duction furnished by the press. Having gone over a greater ex- 
tent of territory than any traveler who had preceded, and with the 
express object of exploring the condition of the aboriginal popula- 
tion, this position cannot be considered as assumed. Messrs. Lewis 
and Clarke passed the Rocky Mountains under a governmental ap- 
pointment to explore the country, more than thirty years since, and 
their published narrative carries with it evidence of candor and in- 
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VI PREFACE. 

telligence, and contains much valuable information ; yet their op- 
portunities for observation were somewhat limited. They passed 
over the great chain of mountains, from the head waters of the 
Missouri, between 45° and 46° of north latitude, and came upon 
the head -voters of the Cooscoots-kee, and followed that river to 
its junction with the Lewis or Snake river, and then proceeded by 
water to the Pacific ocean at the mouth of the Columbia river; 
wintered upon the south side of the bay, and early the following 
spring returned to the mountains by the same route which they 
pursued on their outward journey. All other persons who have 
published any history of their travels beyond the mountains, were 
engaged in the fur trade,* and many of their observations upon 
different sections of the country are just, but their productions are 
deficient in statistical information, and are mostly confined to per- 
sonal adventures, anecdotes of battles with Blackfeet or Crow In- 
dians, starvation and hair-breadth escapes. Justice to the public 
requires fidelity in the historian and traveler. It is not their busi- 
ness to originate facts, but to record them. The license given to 
poets, or writers of romance, cannot be tolerated here, and no flights 
of a lively imagination, or graphic powers in relating passing oc- 
currences, can atone for impressions which are not in accordance 
with truth. 

While it was a leading object to become acquainted with the sit- 
uation of the remote Indian tribes, and their disposition in regard to 
teachers of Christianity, yet a careful attention was given to the 
geography of the country, with its productions ; the climate and 
seasons, animals, lakes, rivers, and smaller fountains ; forests and 
prairies, mountains and vallies, its mineral and geological structure 
and all the various aspects of its physical condition. The country 
here described is sui generis; every thing is formed on a large 
scale. Its lofty and perpetual snow-topped mountains rising 20,000 
feet or more above the ocean, the trees of the forest, the widely ex- 
tended prairies, plants of enormous growth, and the results of vol- 
csmic agency which are met with in almost every direction, render 
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PREFACE. VU 

the whole an ever increasing scene of interest to the traveler ; and 
if an^ statements appear large, it is because the facts are so in 
themselves. 

It has been an object in writing this volume, to condense as much 
as possible the amount of information, instead of unnecessarily ex- 
tending it, and the hope is indulged, that while these facts are pe^ 
rused, the desire may be awakened, if it do not already exist, to 
benefit the original, the rightful owners, and (with the exception of 
a few thousand fur traders scattered in every direction over the 
territory,) the sole occupants of this wide field of uncultivated 
nature. 

The map which accompanies the work, has been prepared with 
much labor and care ; and though some minute parts are omitted, it 
will be found far more accurate than any which has before been 
published. In addition to my own surveys, I have availed myself 
•f those of gentlemen connected with the Hudson Bay Company, in 
parts which I did not visit, and am especially indebted to Vancou- 
ver and other explorers, for much that I have delineated of the 
North- West coast of the Pacific ocean and the Islands. 
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PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION. 



The interest the public have taken in this work, evinced by iikt 
many highly commendatory reviews and notices, which have ap- 
peared in numerous periodicals, religious, scientific, and political, 
both in this country and in Europe, together with the sale of the 
former editions, has influenced the author to publish a fifth edi- 
tion. Many persons, whose judgment, extensive knowledge, and 
piety, entitle them to be held in high estimation, have encouraged 
him to believe that this work has been interesting to men of science, 
useful in advancing general knowledge, and promoting the spirit of 
missions, and what is not the least to be valued, in awakening a 
sympathy for the long neglected Indians of Oregon. 

As it was an object in preparing the first edition to compress as 
great an amount of information as possible in the compass of a duo- 
decimo volume, BO in this — ^the same object has been pursued. 
Since the publication of the first edition, the whole work has been 
attentively revised, corrected, and enlarged. It is hoped that it 
will contribute its influence, however small it may be, in aiding the 
cause of human welfare. I shall be pardoned if I assert the senti- 
ment, that the acquisition of all knowledge should be made sub- 
servient to this important use, and that the gold from any region, 
if it cannot be refined in this crucible, is of no real value, and what- 
ever will not directly or indirectly, nearly or remotely, concur in 
this great end, must at length endure the ultimate fate of that 
« knowle^e which shall vanish away." 

1» 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 
The Tour commenced by way of Buffalo, Erie andHttoborgh^ . 
passage to Cincinnati in the steam-boat Ohio^ ; the steam-boat 
takes fire ; Cincinnati; Falls of the Ohio ; the Ohio River ; Ohio 
and Kentucky ; confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers ; 
Point Girardon ; beautiful appearance of fire on the prairie ; St. 
Genevieve; old custom ; Herculaneum ; gambling on board the 
Ateam-boats ; St. Louis ; Dr. M. Whitman ; Mr. Fouteuelle 17 



CHAPTER II. 
Leave 6t. Louis for Liberty; passage up the Missouri ; snags; a 
walk on shore ; Jefiferson City ; River scenery ; Steam-boat Siam; 
Sand bars; liexington; Steam-boat disaster ; Liberty; Navahoe 
Indians; ride to Cantonment Leavenworth ; amusing provincial- 
isms; Caravan commence their journey; first encampment; 
Iowa Indians; Blacksnake hills; Nodaway river; Elk; cross 
the Neslmabotana; Rich soil ; rapid rise of the north branch of 
Neshnabotana ; mode of livipg; mounds of the west; cross the 
Missouri ; Bellevue ; Missionaries 26 



CHAPTER III. 
Coutinufmce at Council Blufis; interesting scenery ; Indian ctirioB- 
ity ; information obtained about several Indian tribes ; Spasmo- 
dic Cholera; an Indian Chief killed; leave Bellevue for the 
Black Hills; storm of rain; heavy thunder storm; Elkhom 
river, the country around; Loups Fork of the Platte ; manner 
of encamping ; Big Ax, Pawnee Chief; Indian feasting ; fourth 
of July; Messrs. Dunbar and Allis ; thunder storm; Indian Or- 
naments ; effects of drunkenness ; bite of a rattlesnake ; buffalo 
seen; prairie horse-fly; forks of the Platte; wa©t of wood; 
swiftness of antelopes ; climate ; thousands of buffalo ; badgers ; 
prairie dog ; interesting bluffs ; old castle ; the chimney, or bear 
con ; an alarm ; Ogallalah Indians, their lodges ; Black Hills. . . 43 



Digitized by 



Google 



XU CONTEKIW. 

CHAPTER IV. 
Black Hills ; day of indalgence ; buffalo dance; the desire of Indi- 
ans for instruction ; met the chiefs in council ; re-commenced our 
journey for rendezvous; anthracite coal; species of worm- 
wood ; Bed Bute ; traces of grizzly bears ; geology ; Bock Inde- 
pendence ; Bocky Mountains ; peipetual snow ; valley through 
the mountains ; " thunder spirits" gone ; an alarm ; waters of the 
Colorado. 



Chapter y. 

Arrive at rendezvous ; trappers and hunters ; four Indian nations ; 
Flatheads and Nez Percys, no reason why so called ; surgical 
operations; an interview with the Flathead and Nez Perc6 
chiefs ; their anxiety for religious instruction ; return of I>oct» 
Whitman ; Shoshones and Utaws ; mountain life. 76 



CHAPTER VI. 
Fart with my associate ; arrive at head waters of the Cokim^ift; 
kindness of the Indians; narrow defile; geology i Jaoksott*^s 
Hole ; wild flax; trappers go out on a hunt ; moutitaia ^ptoeped ; 
Trois Tetons; danger from affrighted b«l&do; Pierre's H<d*; 
Volcanic chasm; cloldren on horsebaek; interesting worsfaii^ 
with the Indians ; biuial of a child ; seatcity ol food ; a timely 
supply; SoUnoa river; ezp«eted buttle; geokigioai observa- 
tions ; scene of mounaag* ^ S7 



CHAPTBB VH. 
Salmea rirtit} mineral salt; chimney ; forest trees, itow species 
ofj^ne; geology; sulphur lake; a rare aoimal; new q>eoies of 
squirrels and pheasants ; came to 1^ Lewis braaoh erf' the C<k 
Ivmbia; ferryman; Basaltic ibrmatioD; fiae etimate; arrive at 
Walla W^a. 115 



CtitAPTBR VIII. 
Description of Walla Walla ; the kind treatment of the Indians by 
the Hudson Bay Company; leave Walla Walla for Fort Van- 
couver; loquacious orator; rapids; introduction to the Cayuse 



Digitized by 



Google 



CtHTTBIfTS. Xlll 

iDdittUi ; momiiig protpoctA ; long I'apid*; Vokanc moitttainB; 
trial of Indian, generoaily i arrlTal sk the &Ili of the Oohrarijia 
river; rousing effecu of oratory; La Dalles; Boston trading 
company; remarkable subsidSB^d ; Cascades; Chenooks are the 
Flatheads and Nez Percys; dangerous rapids; Indian burying 
places ; Pillar rock ; interesting waterfall ; sea fowl ; arrive at 
Fort Vancouver 131 



CHAPTER IX. 
Description of Fort Vancouver; departure for Fort George and 
mouth of the Columbia ; mouths of the Multnomah ; WAppa- 
too Island ; May Dacre ; Coffin BOck ; Cowalitz Biver ; Indian 
Mendship; Pacific Ocean; Gray*sbay; Astoria.-. ', 149 



CHAPTER X. 
Description of Fort Greorge ; mouth of the Columbia ; dangerous 
bar ; mountainous coast ; varieties of timber ; good location for 
a missibnary station ; continued rains ; dense forests ; excursion 
in a canoe do^m the bay ; view of the coast ; disasters at the 
entrance of the Columbia; ship Williaih and Anne; ship Isa- 
bella ; Tonquin ; Ji^wnese junk ; reflections ; water fowl ; re- 
turn to Fort Vancouver; the regard Indians show the dead; 
Indian kindness. ,..•...«... 156 



CHAPTER XI. 

Review of j our n ey i ngs; school-; journey up the WiUatHette ; walk 
upon the pebbly shores ; fells ; settlement on the Willamette ; 
Methodist mission ; epidemic ; voyage down the river ; ho^- 
tality of Wanaxka; constmdaon of hi« house; Fort William 
on the W&i^atoo Island; astonishing thirst for ardent spirits; 
return to Fort Vancouver 169 



CHAPTER Xn. 
Services on the Sabbath; obstacles to th^ gospel; discouraging 
case ; manner of spending time ; description of Vancouver ; fur 
and farming establishment ; garden produotions ; lumber ; com- 
merce ; peltries ; system of the Hudson Bay Company ; waste 



Digitized by 



Google 



XIY CONTSltrS. 

of life; hardships of a hunter's life ; their perseyeranoe ; Chris- 
tian principle ; wcnidlj principle * 183 



CHAPTER XUI. 
Indian population; diseases; mortality; attributed to cultivation 
of the soil; Indians destitute of medical science ; holidays; cus- 
toms at home ; customs of the Indians ; resemblance to Jewish 
customs in punishment ; marriage contracts ; condition of the 
females; slavery; divisions into tribes; one pomt of dissimi- 
larity ; language. 191 



CHATTER XIV. 
The various animals beyond the Mountains 199 



CHAPTER XV. 
Fish ; description of salmon ; salmon fishery ; ornithology ; den- 
drology; shrubbery; nutritive roots; geo^graphy; mountains; 
valleys ; plains ; forests ; rivers ; soil ; seasons 214 



CHAPTER XVI. 
Character and condition of the Indians ; Indians of the plains ; 
their persons; dress; wealth; habits; physical character ; man- 
ufactures; their religion; wart; Tices; moral disposition; su- 
perstitions ; medicine men. 230 



CHAPTER XVII. 
The Indians of the Lower Countiy 246 



CHAPTER XVIII. 
Conversation with an intelligent Indian ; meeting with Indians ; 
early and mild seasons; La Dalles Indians; their anxiety to re- 
ceive the gospel ; Nootka humming bird ; number and location 
of the Indians in the lower country ; Indians of the north ; the 
agitated question ; solitariness 253 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTBHTS. XV 

CHAPTBE XIX. 
Departure from the upper eoontry ; American hnnters ; geology at 
the Cascades ; Indian honesty ; escape in a dangerous gale ; the 
Falls a favorable location for a misisionary station ; tender sympa- 
thy ; famished Indians ; arrtval at Walla Walla ; interesting mee- 
ting of Indians ; opportunity to give them religious instruction ; 
a walk ; the nutritious quality of prairie grass 271 



CHAPTER XX. 
Joum^ to the Nez Perc^ country ; funeral of a chil^ ; natural sce- 
nery ; worship on the Sabbath ; return to Walla WaUa ; indus- 
try of the Indians ; battle ground ; practice oi smoking ; journey 
to Colvile. 284 



CHAPTER XXI. 
Paloose Indians ; Pavilion river ;' extraordinary excavation ; lost 
on the prairie ; Indian principle ; Spokein woods and country ; 
Indian ferry; Spokein valley ; granite; volcanic curiosities ; fer- 
tile valley ; worship with the Spokeins ; Mill river valley ; arri- 
val at Fort Colvile ; description of the place ; leave Colvile for 
Fort Okanagan ; a mountain of marble ; Grand Coul6, or old 
bed of the Columbia; Okanagan described; Long rapids; ar- 
rive at Walla Walla. 293 



CHAPTER XXII. 
A summary of the Indians of the Upper country ; names of the 
tribes, their locations, and numbers ; leave Walla Walla for Fort 
Vancouver ; swift passage down the river ; run the Falls ; Cas- 
cades ; dangerous eddy ; arrive at Vancouver ; Steamboat ex- 
cursion 313 



CHAPTER XXIII. 
Geology 329 



CHAPTER XXIV. 
General remarks; passage in the steam-ship Beaver, down the 
riyer ; take passage onboard the barque Columbia ; detention in 



Digitized by 



Google 



xyi ooWHsmu 

Cbenook bay ; great caye; Godttfth, tbe int ever taken in thia 
bay..... n& 



CHAPTBB XXV. 
Departure for &e Saadwich Islands ; arrival at the Island? i wor- 
ship in the native chureh ; description of Oahu ; the Pari ; the 
valley of Manoa ; description fi>f ggaolaln ; of Waititi ; heathen 
temple ; Eva ; Waialoa ; Keneobe ; monntains; Salt lake natural 
productions; animals ; goverameat ; tea party of the royal family ; 
dumer to the officere of tbe Peacock and Enterprise ; decrease 
of popalntioa; unfiiir B«goliationa ; foreign residents; ehari^ 
school; 4^«meK*« efaiqpel; boiying ptai«e of the royal hxtu^; 
mi i i io n a r y snocegs. 358 



CHAPTER XXVI. 
Departai« firom Oahu in ship Phoenix ibr the United States ; caH at . 
the Society Islands ; brief description of Tahiti and Eimeo ; re- 
commence our voyage; water spout; severe gales of wind; 
Magellanic clouds ;^Martin Vass Island; Trindad; arrival at 
New London 373 



Digitized by 



Google 



PARKER'S TOUR. 



CHAPTER I. 

The Toar commenced by way of Bufialo, Erie and Fittsborgh — passage 
to Cincinnati in the steam-boat Ohioan — the steamboat takes fire — 
Cincinnati — ^Falls of the Ohio — ^the Ohio River — Ohio and Kentucky 
^-conflaeace of the Ohio and Mississippi riv on i ■ Point GirvtSoa** 
beaatiful appearance of fire on the prairie— ^St. Genevieye, old custom 
— Herculaneum — Gambling on board the steamboats — St Louis — 
Dr. M. Whitman — Mr. Fontenelle. 

Toe wide extent of country beyond the Mississippi and 
the Rocky Mountains, with its inhabitants and physical 
condition, has been a subject of interestmg enquiry for the 
the last thirty years. Many things, relating to the pos- 
session of this country, its future probable importance in a 
political view, its population and trade, have occupied 
much attention. The Christian public have not been in*- 
attentive to the interests, moral and religious, of those 
whom the God of providence has placed in these remote 
regions, and who are without the blessings of civilization 
and Christianity* The American Board of Commissioiiers 
for Foreign Missions appointed an exploring mission to 
ascertain by personal observation, the condition of the 
country, and the character of die Indian nations and tribes, 
and the facilities for introducing the gospel and civilization 
aoMM^tbem. 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 PITTSBUROH. 

That difficulties and dangers ivould be incident to a jour- 
ney through a country of such extent, uninhabited except 
by wandering bands of Indians, where no provisions could 
be obtained besides uncertain game, could not be doubted. 
It was not a consciousness of undaunted courage, or indif- 
ference to suffering, or the love of romance, which fixed 
my purpose ; but it was the importance of the object. 
Although it was painful to bid adieu to my family and 
friends, unapprised of the, events of the future, yet com- 
mitting all to the guidance and protection of an all- wise 
Providence, the enterprise was undertaken without reluc- 
tance, on the 14th of March, 1835. Pursuing the jour- 
ney by the way of Buffalo, and Erie, I arrived at Pitts- 
burgh on the 25th. The intervening distance to St. 
Louis, through the great valley of the west, had lost much 
of its novelty, as I had previously passed over it, and long 
since had it ceased to excite that degree of interest in the 
community, with which it was regarded before the nu- 
merous descriptions of the tourist and traveler had ren- 
dered its general features familiar. Only a passing no- 
tice, therefore will be given. 

Leaving Pittsburgh, which, from its multiplied manu- 
factories, may be styled the Birmingham of America, I 
took passage in the steam-boat Ohioan, for Cincinnati, 
four hundred and fifty miles distant, by the river. The 
scenery of the Ohio, as it pursues its meandering course to 
the Mississippi, presents a most beautiful variety of forests, 
and cultivated fields, and flourishing villages. On the 
28th, we arrived at Cincinnati. The steam-boat on that 
day was discovered to be on fire in the hold, in which a 
large quantity of combustible goods were deposited. 
This created great alarm. A very strong head wind blew 
the fire from the furnaces down the hatchway, which, af- 
ter removing some goods, had been carelessly left open. 
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CIKCINNATI. 19 

THe captain .immediately rounded the boat to the shore, 
and no sooner was it gained, than there was a general 
rush for safety. Some of the passengers threw out their 
baggage, and many leaped from the upper deck to the 
land. The fire, however, was subdued, and with consider- 
able difficulty we disengaged the boat from its grounded 
position, and from the trees among which it was en- 
tangled, and we were again under way. 

Cincinnati is a large city for a country so new, and 
from its mature appearance would hardly be thought to 
have been the growth of only half a century. Its popula- 
tion, composed of emigrants from New England, the mid- 
dle, and some of the southern states, and from various 
parts of Europe, is consequently not very homogeneous 
in its character. Its schools and institutions of litera- 
ture, promise much for the great interests of science 
and religion in this interesting section of our growing 
country. 

Here I exchanged my situation on board the Ohioan, 
for the Chien, Captain Reynolds, for St Louis, which, by 
water is six hundred and ninety miles from Cincinnati. 
On the 30th, we passed Louisville, near which are the 
falls of the Ohio, twenty-two feet in height, and* passable 
for boats only in high water, about two months in the 
year. To save the expense and delay of portage around 
the falls, a canal has been constructed on the south side of 
the river, two miles in length, fifty feet wide, and forty 
feet deep. 

The water being high, we passed over the falls. It 
was a sublime scene. The water about Louisville moves 
slowly and smoothly ; but as you approach the falls, it 
increases in velocity and power. You soon find yourself 
in an irresistible current ; and you are anxious to know 
whether your pilots are well skilled in their profession. 
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You look at them to see tf they betray any fear; you &ai 
tiiat while their attention is fixed; tiieir countenances «re 
serene. Your fears gire way to emotions of the sub^[&e. 
The boat shoots forward with ama^g force and Telocity, 
and v^ soon you find yourself ghdbg along in the wi^ 
spread calm below. 

The Ohio is a noble rivor, affording in its whole coarse 
romantic and beautiful prospects. It flows in a smooA 
and easy current, and is diversified on erery dde with 
rich bottom lapd, rolling hills, and precipitous bli;^ 
These hills and bluffs, in many places, rise abruptly from 
4he shore of the river, in other places they recede some 
miles, but in every part are in view ; and so raried is the 
scenery, that there is no weariness caused by moBotony. 
No wh^e has the band of industry been wanting to add 
interest in passing through this part of the great wes- 
tern valley. Farms, and towns, aiid villages, exhibit the 
advantage that has been taken of the exuberance of the 
aoih The many swift-moving, panting steam-boats, 
show that industry furnishes the means of wide-ex- 
tended and profitable commerce. The striking di^ 
ference in the taste and habits of the people inhabit- 
ing the two sides of the river, was here very apparent 
Upon the (%io side, the farms and neatly painted dwel- 
lings are in the New England style, while on the K&i- 
tucky side, scattered here and there you see the lai^ 
log houses of the planters in a grade of archUecture con- 
siderably above the log cabins of their slaves, by wfaidi 
they are surrounded, yet log houses still. These are built 
two stories high, with a wide airy hall through the centre, 
one of the lower rooms being the parlor, and the other 
serves the several purposes of a nursery, sleeping and 
eating room. Open, frank hospitality characterizes the 
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Kentockian, yfhkix is pkaasg to a dtranger. I ofiG^ed a 
lady iir one of these maoMons some tracts^ which she at 
finrt declined with the enquiry, ^* Do you think we are 
heathen ?" ** No, madam ; but tracts contain much that 
is interesting to all classes of people, and after they are 
read, can be circulated among those who may not be well 
si^pUed with book&" I saw but Tery lew houses of 
worship, except in viUages. 

On the first of April we passed out of the waters of the 
Ohio into those of the MississippL The Ohio spreads out 
into a narrow sea and meets the Mississif^i in the same 
form. Both appear to expand themselves into their most 
majestic forms, as though each was making an effort to 
claim the superiority; and when joined they move on widi 
united grandeur. We should expect at the confluence of 
these two rivers, to find a business^oing village, but in- 
stead of such a place, there is only a whiskey-selling ta* 
Tern, surrounded by a few miserable huts. 

To-day, a boy ten or twelve years old, playing about 
the machinery of the boat, was caught in it by the leg, 
and had he not been immediately seized and extricated 
by two men standing by, must have been drawn wholly 
ID and (pushed to pieces. The bones were not brdcen, 
but the calf of the leg was distressingly mai^led. There 
being no surgeon on board, I officiated in dressmg his 
wounds. 

Passed, on the second. Point Girardou, fifty miles above 
the mouth of the Ohio. It is pleasantly situated upon a 
bluff on the west side of the MississippL It has a fine 
]Mrospect of the river, and might, under the band of indus- 
try, become a desirable place ; but the French Catholics 
are not an enterprising people, and it has the appearance 
of decay. We moved but slowly against the wind and 
current. 
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The fires of the prairies coming oyer the bloffit^ pres^ited 
a fine scene this evening. These blufi^ are two hundred 
feet high, and extend one or two miles along the river. 
At a considerable distance they appeared like an illtimi- 
nated city, but as we approached and had a nearer view, 
the illusion was dissipated. The fires had advanced nearly 
over the blufis, and cin^ained them with a moderately as- 
cending blaze, drawn up on the blufis and let down in 
festoons in the ravines ; and the counterpart reflected from 
the smooth waters of the broad Mississippi, added much 
to the beauty and grandeur of the proi^ect 

We made a short stay on the third, at the landmg of 
St. Genevieve. The village is situated a mile back from 
the river on the west side, and is inhabited almost entirely 
by French, who are slow to depart from the customs and 
manners established by their forefathers, who have long 
since passed away. To adopt new improvements would 
be a step next to giving up their catholic religion and 
turning infidel. It is amusing to see the manner in which 
they yoke their oxen, and to learn the reason they assign 
for so doing. The yoke is composed of a straight piece 
of wood fastened to the backside of the horns by straps of 
leather. They say, that in this way, they save the whole 
power of the animal ; but that the yoke, towed to the 
neck, and drawn back to the shoulder, looses the power of 
the head and neck. The reasoning may satisfy them- 
selves, but would not convince the thorough New Eng- 
land farmer. 

To day Herculaneum appeared in sight, which is situa- 
ted on the west side of the river, thirty-five miles below 
St. Louis. It is almost surrounded by high precipitous 
hills, having only a narrow space for a village. There 
are several shot-towers, placed on the brink of high bluffs, 
in which considerable business is done. Large quantities 
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of lead^ brought from the mines^ are sold and carried to 
distant markets. 

In traveling upon these waters^ it is painful to see how 
few books of any value there are on board the steam- 
boats. Some novels are found, but the most of them are of 
a licentious character. Thousands of those who navigate 
these rivers are going to judgment, regardless of the inter- 
ests of their souls, aiid most of them are destitute of the 
Bible. It gave great offence to many, that we should 
have religious worship in the ladies' cabin, as we did by 
invitation. Complaints of obtrusion were made — *^ Ob- . 
truding religion— no place for such things." But pro- 
fanity and gambling are no obtrusion ; they are always in 
time and always in place. Christians must keep religion 
out of sight and hearing, but the wicked may be as open 
and obtrusive as they please. Gambling is practised on 
board the steam-boats upon these waters to a very great 
extent, and is a favorite amusement with those whose 
minds are not sufficiently cultivated to find satisfaction in 
reading, or intelligent conversation. The number of black' 
legs who make gambling their business is great ; they are 
adepts in their profession, and their success depends very 
much upon their skill in deception, and in decoying the 
inexperienced. 

On the evening of the fourth, we arrived at St. Louis. 
This is a flourishing business place, situated on the west 
side of the Mississippi, two hundred miles above the mouth 
of the Ohio, and twenty miles below the mouth of the 
Missouri^ and its local position resembles Albany, N. Y. 
The ground ascends for about a half mile from the river, 
and then spreads out into a widely extended plain, 
partly covered with shrtibbery, back of which are open 
prairies. 

In the parts of the town built by the French^ the streets 
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are narrow. This may have been to accommodate their 
propensity to be sociable, by enabling them to conYerse 
from the wbdows across the streets* The French popu- 
lation, with few exceptions, are Roman Catholics, noted 
for their indolence and dissipation. Gambling is their fa* 
Torite amusement ; and they have houses devoted to tliia 
object, with signs up, like those of whiskey Tenders. As 
gambling does not increase wealth, there are but few rich, 
enterprising men among the French population. Drunk- 
enness is not common, ' and the temperance cause is doing 
much to remove what exists. Eastern enterprise and in- 
fluence are gaining ground since the town has been 
brought under the laws of the United States; and now a 
new impulse is given to business. This is the central 
place in the west for the fur trade, which is carried on bj 
the American Fur Company to a considerable extent ; 
and also much business is done in lead, which is obtained 
at Qalena. A great number of steam-boats and othar 
water craft, of various descriptions and destinations, are 
seen here at all seasons of the year. Adventurers of al- 
most every description of character and nation, such as 
trappers, hunters, miners, and emigrants, collect here, as a 
starting point from whence to go into the still far we^, 
many of whom seek a miserable fortune among the Rocky 
Mountains. The local situation of this town is such, ^t 
it will undoubtedly contmue to be one of the first places 
for trade in the great valley of the Mississippi. There are 
five houses of worship, four Protestant and one Roman 
Catholic. The Catholic cathedral is built of a firm light 
brown sand stone, and is a large expensive building. The 
Protestant influence is increasing, and there are here many 
active, devoted Christians, who exert a salutary influence 
upon the town and vicinity. The population is fifteen 
thousand. 
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Doctor Marcus Whitman had ahready arrived here. He 
is appointed by the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions to be my associate. He came through 
the central parts of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and arrived 
a few days before me. On the 7th, we had an interview 
with Mr. Fontenelle, who takes charge of the caravan sent 
out by the American Fur Company. The caravan pro- 
ceeds a short distance beyond the Rocky Mountains, for 
the purpose of carrying out goods for the Indian trade, and 
supplies for their men who are engaged in hunting and 
trapping j stnd returns with the furs which they have taken 
during the year. There are about three hundred men 
constantly employed in and about the mountains, and more 
&ao mxty who constitute the caravan. With a much 
less number it would be unsafe to perform this journey, as 
tfatfe are hostile tribes of Indians on the way, viz: the 
Aridraras, the Crows, and Blackfeet. Having obtained 
penniasion of the principal agents of the company, Mr. 
Fontenelle kindly offered to accommodate us with such 
advantages as may be aflbrded in lus caravan. Finding 
it necessary to leave this place to-day for Liberty, which 
is one of the most western towns in the United States, we 
were very busily employed in making prepauraticm for the 
journey, and in calling jipon and bidding fare well to Chris- 
tian fiiends. A fire last night destroyed a very large liv- 
ery stable, io which we lost a horse, saddle, and bridle. 
Tlie old cathedral, used for a store-house, was also burnt, 
tc^ether with a very large quantity of crockery which it 
contained. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Leare St. Loni* for Liberty — ^passage up the MisAonri — sii«g»-^« walk 
on shore— Jeflfereon city — River scenery— Steamboat Siam — Sand 
bars — Lexington — Steamboat disaster — liberty — ^Navahoe Indiana 
-—ride to Cantonment Loavenwerth— amusing proTinciaBsm9--<7araF* 
van commeiKe their journey— first encampmentr— Iowa Indiao»— 
Blacksnake hilk— Nodaway river — ^Blk— cross the Neshnabotana — 
Rich soil — ^rapid rise of the north branch of Neshnabotana — mode of 
living— mounds of the weat-*ax>0s the Missouri— BeHevne—MwoB^ 
aiies. 

At five o'clock^ P. M. we went oq board the steamtea^ 
St Charles^ Capt. Shellcross^ and ascended the river twea*- 
iy roUes ; anchored at the confluence of the Missouri aftd 
Mis^sfflppi, and lay by for the nighty as it was dan^erouA. 
to proceedi on account of the many sqs^s. and sand bam 
in the MissottrL 

On the eighth, proceeding up the Mkscmri by rather 
alow progress, the first stop was made at St Charles, which, 
is twenty miles above the confluence of this river with the 
Mississippi, and the same distance northf-west from St 
Louis. This is a pleasantly i^tuated village, upon the 
north side of the river. The country around is interesting, 
and the soil of superior quality. An enterprising Chrictiaa 
population would make this one of the most desirable 
places in the west. Soon after we left the shore, a boy 
six years of age, fell overboard : but, from the swiftness of 
the current, and as the boat was under full way, there was 
no opportunity to save him. He was seen floating a short 
time, but before the yawl could be loosed from its fasten- 
ing, and manned, he sunk, and was seen no more. His 
mother, a widow, and her family, were removing from 
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Kcntcidcy to Franklin, Mo. The mo&itr and tbe diiMfen 
Uu&coiied grea% and loudly. 

Nesff tbe middle of the day, on the ninth, -we struck a 
isnag or rock, so deep Jbeneatb the turbW water, that we 
eould not determine what it was, and it became necessary 
to repair one of the wheels of the boat, which was much 
injured. This afforded an opportunity to go on shore. 
Several t)f my fellow Toyagers and myself ascended one of 
those high bluflfe, which frequently skirt this river. This 
was accomplished by climbing on our hands and feet up an 
elevation of several hundred feet. Here we had a delight- 
ioi view of the surrounding country, with its intermingled 
prairie and woodland, its cultivated spots, and its hills and 
dal^. But in attempting to return, a new difficulty inter^ 
posed. I said we ascended on our hands and feet— could 
we return in the same way ? We were compelled, by de- 
scending backwards, to use much caution ; letting our- 
selvesf dbwn by the grass, or sometimes a shrub or tree, 
and assisting each other, we came safely to the shore. 
We also visited a place, some distance below this, where 
Lewis and Clark encamped three days, the state of the 
river l)eing such that they could not ascend with their 
batteaux. Here I found a lodation of granular quartz, suf- 
^ently extensive for the matiufacturing of ffint glass. 
Many wHd turkeys were seen along upon the uninhabited 
slK>re8. On the tenth, our boat discharged a part of her 
cargo at Portland, a small, newly built village. A fellow 
passenger^ a merchant of this place, on landing, immediate- 
ly put in requisition some thirty colored men, women, and 
cbiUfaren, who readily, without the aid of horses or carts; 
Mnsferred his itercfaanditze to ite destination. 

The boat stopped on the 11th, at Jeffereon City, the 
capital of the state, situated on the south side of the river, 
lipon a high eminence, a little above the Osage river. It 
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has a great name for so small a place. Tbe state boose 
is of a size which would be decent for a small academy ; 
and the governor's house would do very well for a commt)n 
farmer's house in the country, but is not such as we 
should expect for a governor in Jefferson CUy. But the 
state of Missouri is comparatively new, and this place may 
in time support its name. 

Sabbath, the 12th, I. remained in my state room, and 
endeavored to observe the day according to the command- 
ment. 

On Monday we passed Boonsville and Franklm, small 
villages, which have a country of rich land around them, 
and when it is brought under good cultivation, they mvsl 
rise in impcnrtance. The scenery on this river is sufficiently 
diversified to excite interest and to charm. The trees along 
the shores are mostly oak and cotton-wood, with some 
hacberry and buckeye ; and it is interesting to see how 
easily and how deep they take root in the free rich soil 
along the river. Frequently, where the banks are wash- 
ing away, the roots of the trees are exposed to full view, 
and generally there is only a large central root descend- 
ing ten or twelve feet, with small ones branching out, pre- 
senting the appearance of an invited cone. The river 
makes nothing of washing away banks and islands and 
forming new ones. Sand bars and snags are so common, 
that, becoming accustomed to them, we hardly think of 
danger. 

On the 14th, we found the steamboat Siam, Captain 
L,, at Chariton, on board of which the St. Charles put her 
freight and passengers, and returned, both boats having so 
fer discharged their freight, that one could proceed vnth the 
remainder. When under way, the boat ran upcm a sand 
bar, which gave it a. sudijen whirl about, apparently 
threatening a disaster ; but the quick sand of which the bar 
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was ccMnposedy soon ^adied away, and we went ahead 
again. Running aground in this river is a very different 
thing from what it wouM be in most waters; for the bars 
are so genially formed of quicksand, that in most instances 
the current around the boat sets all clear. 

Soon after getting under way, on the 16lh, we ran upon 
a bar, where we were detained two and a half hours, and 
so frequently were we upon these obstructions, that we 
made only five miles before one o'clock, P. M. Called at 
Lexington, a village pleasantly situated one mile back 
from the landing, and surrounded by a fine country. We 
made only about fifteen miles headway to-day, which is so 
slow, that it would have been far more pleasant travelling 
by land ; and to have been free from imprisonment with 
shockingly profane swearers and gamblers, most of whom 
are intemperate. 

It was necessary to spend the nineteenth, another Sab- 
bath, on board the steamboat. How great a contrast to 
the sacredness of the day when it is enjoyed in the Chris- 
tian family circle ; or in the sanctuary where God is wor- 
shij^d in the great congregation ; or in the qmet, unob- 
truave Sabbath school, where attentive minds sit down to 
study the word of God, that they may practice its precepts, 
and where the teachers are heard explaining and enforcing 
divine truth upon the young and tender conscience. 

As we passed along, I saw many children standing on 
the banks of the river, and thought how benevolent per- 
sons at the cast had desired their religious instruction, and 
how much had been done for the enterpriise ; but it had 
failed to reach these. lalso reflected on the exajnples of 
infidelity and vice around them, by which they are educa- 
ted for destruction, and endeavorea to ask the Great Bene- 
factor (rf all, to do that for them which it was not in my 
pow,^ to do. r contrasted in my mind the diflGerence be- 
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tween kindred souls in «we^ communion in the serrice <if 
God to-day^ and tbe unrestrained wickedness of ungodfy 
mfiH) which my eyes and ears ^ere witneasbg, and said, 
whm will the kingdoms of this world become the king- 
doctis of our Lord and his Christ 

About the middle of the day^ the captain and his men 
app^ured to be given tip to Idind infatuation. The Sistm 
was a new, well-built boat, bad four boilers, and it was her 
fic^ season. They appeared to regard no bounds in nos- 
ing and applying steam. Such was the power under 
which the boat labored, that ^ more than trembled. For 
ft long time I expected some disaster, and looked at the 
captain to see if I could disooret any apprehension of ^m- 
jger. There was no want of eridenoe that there was a 
iree use of ardent spirits. Soon the disaster came, thcn^ 
less extensive than I had feared; the msm shaft, whidi 
WI0 large and made of iron, brdce, and farther progress 
was ijQtipossiUe. 

Monday, 20th. The day was spent in endeavoring to 
find some remedy for tbe disaster, but all to no purpose. 
•It only remained to discbarge her cargo upcm the wilder- 
ness shore, let her passengers take carfs of themsdTes, and 
return with one wheel, like a crippled winged fowL Two 
miles above us lay tbe steamboat Nelson, upon a sand bar 
high and dry. She ran aground upon the Sabbath^ and be- 
ing left by a freshet in the river^ is waiting for another, to 
be lib^ated. Our captain remarked iait dioin^ to-day, that 
most of the accidents wbidi happen to stean^ati take 
. place on tbe Sabbath ; and that he did not bdieve it would 
be long bdbre they would not run on that day. We en- 
gaged a man to take us ib a wagon to Liberty, and t^maards 
eveniog went out into^i small neighborhood of Mormons, 
where we lodged. They had fled from Jackson oounty, 
whid% they call their ptomised Iand> add to wUph f hey aa|r 
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they fiiball returai. They ore a pocnr^ deluded pec^le^ and 
when they speak of their peroecutioas, they seem not to 
possess tl^ ^irit of our Savioiffy who, when he was reyiled, 
xeTiled not a^in, and when he suffered, threatened not 

We rode on the 21st, twelve miles to Liberty, through 
ja very pleasant and fertile country, thinly inhaMted, w^ 
|Ra{>plied with woods^ aod suffioieixtly undulatiag and hilly 
to reader it healthy. It was at that opening season of the 
year, when nature^ arousii^g itself from the sleep of winter, 
^^peais with rtnovated beauty. Not only mai>> butft)w- 
'CHfs^ asfd tinees, and birds, seemed to cqoy the season and 
the «ceiie. I was much disarmed vrith the wood duck, (A. 
SpoB^a) whifih here wem numerous; the variety of thmr 
^lors we?e.«dapted to ihe b^u^ <rf the scenery whidi 
suflrmmded u«* And the spr^btly d^er did not ssoem to 
.aeeelerate its mdvemente so mock from lear, as from love 
^ffli^t 

liberty is a stnafl village, situated three, miles tiorth of 
^the riv^^ and is the oouiity town of Clay* It has a court- 
house of brid^— several stores, whidi do considerable bu- 
'Siiiess, a rope-walk, and a number of decent dwelUi^ 
Jiouse& 

We c<^linued h^e about three weeks, waiting for the 
caravan to get in readiness. At this place it fbrms-^tiaen, 
.hofsea and mtdes, and wagon$, are collected and put in 
.readiness; and from this place conttnencip the long jour- 
ney for the wftst. While we retnained here, we had an 
opportunity to collect much informaticm from those who 
have been td ai;d beyond the Rocky Mountains, in regard 
to the country, mode o{ traveling, and concerning the 
various Indian tiibes on the way. Captain Ford and lieu- 
tenant Stem, from Fort Leav«iworth, were abo here. 
They are both professors of religion, and appear to be well 
acquainted with the Indian country. Lieut. S. has been 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 CAHTONMBNT LXATKNWORTH. 

much among the Indians, was out with the dragoons the 
last year — and was among the Pawnee Picts. He gires 
a very favorable account of them, and thinks the way is 
open to establish a mission among them with fair prospects 
erf success. He also thinks the way is prepared, or is pre- 
paring, for a mission among the Camancbes, who hereto- 
fore hare been hostile, but now wish for peace and trade 
with the Americans. I saw also a Mr. Vaughn of this 
place, a Baptist professor, who has made two trips to San- 
ta Fe, and has resided two years in that place He gives 
a very interesting description of the Nava^es, a tribe who 
number about two thousand warriors. Their country lies 
between the Rio Del Norte, and the eastern branches of 
Rio Colorado. They carry on agriculture to a very con* 
mdelrable extent ^ have large herds of cattle and horses, 
and flocks of sheep ; and have many domestic manufac- 
tures, and houses of good construction. They are friendly 
to the Americans, but not to the Spaniards. - Mr. V. thinks 
they would readily receive Protestant missionaries, and 
Would pre^sr them to Roman Catholics, because of ihek 
hostility to the Spaniards. He ako speaks w^ of the 
Paches, or Apaches, a small tribe on the Del Norte 
towards old Mexico. These have been at war three years 
with the Spaniards. 

Saturday, May 9th, rode twenty-ax miles to Oant(M>- 
ment Leavenwcrth, which is situated on the west side of 
the ftGssouri river, nearly twenty miles (mt'of the United 
States. The way is through a fertile sectioh of country ; 
part of the distance is an open prairie, other parts are 
handsomely wooded, and all are well adapted to cultiva- 
tion. I had an introduction to several of the officers, and 
made my home at Lient. Stein's, an agreeable and reli- 
gious family. 

I preached three times on the Sabbath, and most of the 
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people of the garrison assembled^ and gave good attention* 
'There is a very considerable number of professors of reli- 
g^OB attached to this station, but they have no chaplain to 
teach and lead them in their devotions ; this is a deficien-^ 
cy in our military establislunents. Colonel Do<]ge and 
some of the other officers appeared disposed to maintain 
good order, and I should think they exerted a salutary in* 
fluence. I had an opportunity, before I returned to liber- 
ty, to take a view of the fort and the adjacent country. 
The buildings of the fort are situated withm an enclosure 
around a large, beautiful square, which is covered with 
grass and adorned with shade trees. The whole is on an 
elevation of a few hundred feet, and has aA interesting 
prospect of the majestic river flowing on silently below. 
The fertile country around presents a wide aad fine pros- 
pect, and when settled by an industrious population, will 
equal the most favored parts of the earth. 

Liberty and the surrounding country, is inhabited by 
people of considerable enterprise, and when it shall be 
brought under Christian influence, there will be but few 
places more inviting. There is but one Presbyterian min- 
ister in thi? county, a mail of talents and very respectable 
attainments, who is exerting a good influence. The Bap- 
tists in this section of country are unlike those of the east 
They are opposed to the benevolent operations of the day. 
Elder H. the pastor of the church in this place, invited 
Rev. Mr. Merrill, a Baptist missionary, located among the 
Otoe Indians of the Platte, 'and myself, to preach for him 
the first Sabbath after our arrivaL His people objected, 
apprehensive that Mr. Merrill would say something about 
the cause of temperance, or liiissidnary efforts, and Elder 
H. had to withdra'w his invitatioh. They profess to act 
from Christian principles in refusing to give their minister 
any tlnng for support,lest they should make him anhirelmg. 
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It IS amusing to obsenre the provincialisms which are 
common in this part of the country. If a person intends to 
commence a journey some time in the month, for instance, 
in May ; he says, " I am going in all the month of May.'* 
For a large assembly of people, they say, ** a smart sprin- 
4cle of people.** The word " balance,** comes into almost 
every transaction^ — ^* will you not have a dessert for the 
balance of your dinner ?** — ^^ to make out the balance of his 
night*s rest, he slept until eight in the morning.** If your 
baggage is to be carried, it will be asked, " shall I tote 
y OUT plunder ?^*~ This use of the word plunder is said to 
have originatCii in the early predatory habits of the bor- 
derers. They also speak of a " mighty pleasant day** — 
** a mighty beautiful flower** — " mighty weak.^' A gentle- 
man with whom I formed som% acquaintance, invited me, 
when I should make **'an outing** for exercise, to call at 
his house ; for his family would be " mighty glad ** to see 
me. 

During our continuance at this place we were hospita- 
bly entertained at the house of J. Bird, Esq., one of the 
judges of the county court. We were under many obliga- 
tions to him and Mrs. B. not only for their liberality, but 
also for the privilege of retireibent in so kind and intelli- 
gent a family. Nor would we be unmindful of the hospi- 
tality shown us by Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Yantis. 

May 15th, all things being in readiness, we commenced 
our journey for Council Bluffs, directing our course north- 
west. We did not get to-day ^beyond the boundaries of 
the United States, and for the last time, for a long period 
to come, I lodged in the house of a civilized family. 

The next day, we traveled twenty miles, which brought 
us beyond the limits of civilization, and into the Indian 
country. We encamped on a prairie surrounded with wocd. 
The sensations excited by the circumstances of our situa^ 
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tion were peculiar, and such as I had not before felt; in a 
wilderness, inhabited by unseen savages and wild beasts, 
engaged in setting our tent, preparing supper wilh only a 
few articles of furniture, the ground for our chairs, table, 
and bed. But all was conducted in good style ; for I 
would not dispense with attention to decencies, because 
beyond the boundaries of civilization ; and having ad- 
justed every thing in good order, and offered up our eve- 
ning devotions, we retired to rest. But how to adjust all 
the anxieties and feelings of the mind, so as to obtain the 
desired repose, was a more difficult task. 

On the 17th, I crossed over the east, or little Platte, 
which is a very considerable river, and spent the Sabbath 
with .Mr. Gilmore, a Methodist professor, and governmei^- 
tal blacksmith for the Iowa Indians. Saw many Indians 
of the Iowa, Sioux, and Fox tribes. Among these a Fox 
Indian and his wife were noble looking persons, having 
their face^ painted with unmixed vermillion ; the former 
entirely, and (he latter in stripes. They felt too impor- 
tant to be seen noticing what was transpiring around, and 
seemed to think themselves the only objects worthy of 
notice. 

Here is an excellent, fertile tract of country, and nothing 
discouraging for a missionary station, except the contam- 
inating influence of vicious white men. The natives wish 
to cultivate their land, probably more from necessity than 
on any other account; for their game is mostly gone. 
One of them came to Mr. Gilmore to get swne ploughs, 
and remarked, ^* It is hard work to dig up oqr ground for 
corn by hand.** The Sioux here are only a small band, 
who would not join Black Hawk in his war against the 
United States, and who are now afraid to return to their 
own country. Their condition is becoming more and more 
wretched; for while they have not the knowledge, the 
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moans, nor much of . the inclination necessary to cultivate 
their lands advantageously, they have an insatiable thirst 
for ardent spirits; and there are too many unprincipled men 
on our frontiers, who, for the sake of gain, vrill supply 
them with the means of drunkenness and destruction. 

Leaving Mr, G., gratefully remembering his hospitality, 
we rode on Monday, 18th, twelve miles to Blacksnake 
Hills. At this place Mr. Rubedoux has a trading post, 
and an uncommonly fine farming establishment on the 
Missouri river. His buildings are on a small elevation 
of land, having a delightful prospect in front of more 
than a thousand acres of open bottom land, lying along 
down the river; and }iills on the north and east par- 
tially covered with woods. What has nature not wrought 
without the labor of man ? The herds of cattle, and other 
domestic animals, have as wide a range as they choose, 
and fences are necessary only to secure fields for cultH 
vation. 

The Indians here have a new mode of disposing of their 
dead. A scaffold is raised about eight feet high, upon 
which the dead are placed in rudely constructed coffins 
overspread with skins. 

Having obtained a supply of milk, I encamped out,pre« 
ferring the field to the house, where I might have been 
subjected to many kinds of annoyances. 

For several days nothing special occurred. On the 22d 
we crossed the Nodaway river with a raft ; the construc- 
tion of which, and transporting our baggage, occupied 
most of the day. To construct a raft, a number of dry logs 
are collected, and secured together, side by side, with barks 
stripped from elm trees ; some few men swim across the 
river, taking with them one end of a rope, while the other 
end is fastened to the raft; it is then shoved off^ the men 
upon the other side of the river pulling upon the rope. 
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The raft is generally drifted coBsiderablj 4own stream, 
before it is brought to land upon the opposite shore. In 
this manner they crossed and re-crossed, until the baggage 
was carried over. Then followed the swimming over die 
horses, which is attended with noise enough— hallooing of 
men, snorting of the horses, and throwing sticks and stones 
to prevent them, after having gone part the way over, 
jfrpm returning. 

We saw many elk, but they were too wary to be ap- 
proached, and too fleet to be chased, and our hunters were 
not suflSciently successful to obtain any. They are very 
large, and when their horns are on, have a very majestic 
appearance. We frequently found their horns on the 
prairie, some of which were four feet lon^ with large wide 
Reading branches. 

Sabbath, the twenty-fourth, passing over a brook near 
which we had encaipped the evening before, my companion 
and myself remained for the day, while the caravan went 
on. The movements of the caravan are so slow, that we 
felt confijjent we could overtake them without any difficulty; 
and as there was no danger from the hostile Indians, we 
considered it our duty to rest on this holy day. The day 
was very warm for May, the thermometer standing, at two 
in the afternoon, at 88^. 

The next day we crossed th^e south branch oi the Nesh- 
nabotana on a raft, and overtook the csgravan before night. 
Scfflie of the men of the caravan, if not all, were much dis- 
pleased because we did no.t travel with them on the Salv 
bath. To express their displeasure, they cut some of the 
barks, with which the raft they had made was bound to- 
gether, and set it adrift. Providentially it did not drift far 
before it lodged against a tree, and, wiUiout much Joss o| 
time, we repaired it and passed over. 

After our arrangements were made for the night, one of 
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the desperadoes came to our tent with a basin of alcohol, 
and stated to us that they had taken the offence of our re- 
fusing to travel with them on the Sabbath into considera- 
tion, and had concluded to pass it over, if we would take 
a friendly drink with them. This, of course, we declined. 
He said the men were highly displeased, and he could not say 
what would be the result^givlng us to understand that if 
we refused their terms of reconciliation, our lives were in 
danger. We still refused. He then said if we would put 
the basin to our lips and wet them, they would accept that 
as satisfaction. But his arguments and threats not avail- 
ing to shake our temperance principles, he went away; 
yet as we afterwards learned without giving up the pur- 
pose of revenge on some other occasion. 

On the twenty-sixth, we came to the main branch of the 
Keshnabotana, and commenced making a raft, the finish- 
ing of which and crossing took most of the following day. 
The soil of this part of the country is rich, and the grass 
for our horses is excellent; but there are none here to till 
the ground, nor to gather in the ten thousand tons of hay, 
which might be made from the spontaneous growth. This 
part of the country does not yet answer the end for which 
it was created. The time will come, when a dense popu- 
lation will cover this country, who will render the sacri- 
fice of prayer and praise to our God. 

On the 28th, we rode eleven miles, and came to the 
north branch of the above mentioned river. Aftfer we had 
constructed a rafl, we had a very diflScult time of crossing. 
The water was continually and rapidly riang, and before 
we finished crossing, the banks were overflowed to conside- 
rable depth ; thus the alluvial soil was rendered too soft to 
sustain our horses, and they sunk so deep that we could not 
proceed. After searching for a long time, a place was 
found sufficiently hard to bear up our animals when un- 
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loaded. We bad to carry our baggage upon our sboulders 
about fifteen rods, part of the way io water mid deep, go- 
ing forward and returning until all was carried to better 
ground ; and then we bad to ride a mile to the dry prairie 
in water one and two feet deep. We rejoiced to find our- 
selves once more on firm footing. Encamped by a stream 
of clear water, which is rare in this part of the country, and 
especially at this season of the yean The waters of all 
this portion of country, especially of the Missouri river, 
and its large tributaries, are very turbid, owing to the na- 
ture of the soil over which Ihey pass. A pail full of wa- 
ter,, standing half an hour at the seasons of freshets, will 
deposit three-eighths of an inch of sediment; and yet the 
water, when settled, appears to be of good quality. 

Our mode of living, from day to. day, had flready neces- 
sarily become imiform. Dry bread and bacon constituted 
our breakfast, dinner, and supper. The bacon we cooked, 
when we could obtain wood for fire; but when "out of 
sight of land," that is, when nothing but green grass could 
be seen, we eat our bacon without cooking. Some of the 
simplest articles of furniture were sufficient for our culinary 
purposes. .The real wants of life are few, artificial ones 
are numerous. 

30th. We drew near to Council Bluflfs, and passed down 
from the high, rolling prairie, through a vale two or three 
miles long, and a half mile wide, into the rich alluvial, and 
widely extended valley of the Missouri, through a section 
of country of uncommonly interesting scwiery. The 
mounds, which some have called the work of unknown 
generations of men, were scattered here in all varieties 
of forms and magnitudes ; and were thousands in number, 
and perhaps I may say tep thousands. Some of these 
mounds were conical, some eliptical, some square, and 
others parallelograxnjs. Que g:roup of these attracted my 
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attention moi^ tban^ any others. They were twelve in 
number, of conical fprm, with their bases joined, and twenty 
or thirty feet high. T^hey formed about two-thirds of a 
circle, with an area of two hundred feet in diameter. If 
these were isolated, who would not say they are artificial? 
But when they are only a gfroup of ten thousand others^ 
which have as much the appearance of being artificial, 
who win presume to say they are the work of man? But 
if they are (he work of art, and attest the number, the ge- 
nius, and persererance of departed nations, whose works 
have survived the lapse of ages, their history is shrouded 
in darkness. ^The mmd seeks* in vain for some clue to 
aissist it in unraveling the mystery. Was their industiy 
stimulated by the desire to protect themselves against in- 
roads of invacifers, or were they themselves the aggressors?' 
**Are they the monuments of western Pharaohs, and do 
they conceal treasures which may yet behrought to light?*' 
There is nothing plainer than that they were never de- 
signed as works of defence. But some, while they admit 
that these mounds were not designed for offensive or de- 
fensive operations of belligerent powers, have supposed 
that they were erected as " mausoleums, and that the dif- 
ference in their size was intended to convey an idea of the 
diflerence in the relative importance of those whose bones 
they cover.'* If this theory is true, the La Trappe on the 
Mississippi, which I had an opportunity of examining pn 
my northern tour, and which is as much as one hundred 
and fifty feet high, covering about six acres, must inclose 
mighty bones, or the bones of a mighty monarch. I would 
not be understood to dissent from the belief, that there are 
artificial mounds in the great valley of the west, but I be- 
lieve there are great mistakes in the theories upon thitf 
subject. It is said, hy those who advocate the belief that 
they are the work of ancient nations, that they present 
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plain evtifence of this, from the fact that they contain hu- 
man bones, articles of pottery, and the like, which evince 
that they vrere constructed for burying places of the 
dead. That some of them have been used for burying 
places is undoubtiWly true ; but may it not be questionable 
"Whether they were constructed, or only selected for bury- 
ing places. Besides, if these mounds were works of hu- 
man art, I confess myself wholly at a loss to discover the 
traces of rfe^n, which are always characteristic of every 
human effort. The absence of every other vestige of a 
race extinct, such as monuments, walls, cities, or ruins of 
any description, lead us to believe, that such a people must 
have lived only to burrow in the earth, as these mounds are 
the only traces they have left of their existence. Depopu- 
late any portion of the world, with which we are acquainted, 
and, save the savages who roam the desert or the prairie, 
many centuries must elapse, before all monuments would 
entirely cease to exist No one, who has ever seen the 
immense number of mounds scattered through the valley 
of the Mississippi, will ever be so credulous as to believe 
that a five hundredth part of them are the work of man. 

We crossed the Maragine river, which, though very 
deep, was not so wide but that we constructed a bridge 
over it. Proceeding many miles through the rich bottom 
lands of the Missouri, we crossed this noble river over 
against Bellevue, in a large canoe, and swam our horses 
and mules acKOSS ; this, on account of the width of the 
river, and the strength of the current, required much effort. 
I went to the agency house, where I was happy to find 
brethren Dunbar and Allis, missionaries to the Pawnees, 
under the direction of the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions. There is a Baptist mission here, 
composed of Rev. Moses Merril and wife. Miss Brown, 
and a Christian Indian woman, a descendant of Rev. D. 
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Brainard's Ibdians. They )are i^poipted by tke Baptist 
Board to labor among the Otoe Indiana, about twenty-five 
miles from this place, on the rrver Platte, lliese IndiafK 
are away from their intended residence about half the time, 
on bunting; excursicms. 

A little more than a half mile below the tgescy, f ke 
American Fur Company have a fort, and in connexion, 
they have a facmbg establis/bment and large iiuinb^rs of 
cattla and horses, and a horse-power mill lor grinding oona. 
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CHAPTER in. 

CoBtinoance at Cooneil Blufis ; interestiDg scenery ; Indun cturiomtj ; 
information obtained about several Indian tribes; Spasmodic Cholera; 
an Indian Chief killed ; leave Belloyne for the Black Hills ; storm of 
rain ; heaty thmldef s^mn ; Elkhom river, the country aroond ; 
Loops Fork of the Hatte ; manner of encunping ; Big Ax, Pawnee 
Chief; Indian feasting ; fourth of July ; Messrs. Dunbar and Allis ; 
thunder storm ; Indian Ornaments ; effects of drunkenness ; bite of a 
ta ldoon ake; bofialoseen; prairie hone-fly ; forks of the Platte; want 
€»f woed; swHhiM' oi antelopea; dimate; thontaods <ji bidUo; 
badgers; prairie dog; interesting blufis ; oldeastle; the chinmey, or 
beacon ; an alarm ; Ogallallah Indians, their lodges ; Black Hills. 

We eontmued in this pldce ihjtee wtAut waiting the 
BiOT^oents of the cai^van, who made alow progress in pre- 
paring their packages f!t>r the mountains. Dormg our de- 
tention here^ I frequently walked over the hills bordering 
upon the west of the valley of the Missouri, to enjoy the 
pure, air of the rolling prairies, and to view the magnifi- 
eent prospects uo^Eddedui the yak below. Frointh^sum- 
fiCiit of tlHxse promincfnces, the valley of the Missouri may be 
traced until lost in i^far mncKng course among the blufi. 
Thriee miles bdow« is seen the Papillon^ a connderaUe 
&trea«n frcwa the noitii-west, winding its way roubd to the 
easV and utdtmg with the Missouri, six miles above the 
'confluenoe of the Platte coming from the west These 
^w throu^ a ridx allwial plain, op^ung td the south 
and south-west as firr as the eye can reach. Upon these 
.meadows are seen feeding some few hundreds of horses 
and nniles, aod a h^ of cattle ; uM some fields of com 
diversified the soenery. The north is covered with woods, 
which are not less valuable than the rich vales. But few 
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places can present a prospect more interesting, and wlien a 
civilized population shall add the fruits of their industry, 
hut few can be more desirable. 

In respect to efforts for the religious instruction and con- 
version of the Indians, I am convinced, from all I can learn 
of their native character, that the first impressions ^hich 
the missionary makes upon them, are altogether importairt 
in their bearings on successful labors afterwards. la things 
aboat which they are conversant, tl^y are men; but about 
other things they are children i and like children, the an- 
nouncement of a new subject awakens their attention, their 
curiosity, and their energies; and it has been remarked by 
a Methodist missionary who has labored among the Indians, 
that many seemed to embrace the gospel on its first being 
offered, and that those among the adults, who failed to do so, 
were rarely converted. If, from any motives, or from any 
cause, instruction is delayed, and their expecta^ons are 
disappointed, they relapse into their natire apathy, from 
which it is difficult to arouse them. 

We had an opportunity, whilst we continued in this 
place, to collect much information relating to the Indians 
in the Sioux country, from Ma^r Pitcher, tbe^gent ap- 
pointed by government to the Yanktons, a band of the 
Sioux. He appeared to be not only intelligent and 4san- 
did, but also well disposed towards Indian improvement 
The following is the substance of the information which 
he gave us in regard to several tribes to the nort^ and 
north-west of this place: that the Omahaws are situated 
upon the Missouri, about one hundred and fifty miles above 
this place, and number about two thousand. They baye 
been well disposed towards the whites, but, owing to thdr 
intercourse with traders and trappers, and abuses which 
they have received, from them, thqr are becoming nx>re 
vicious in their habits, and less friendly. Yet, kmd ti'eat- 
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ment would cbnciliate tbeir favor, so that there would be 
no reason to fear but that a mission might be established 
among them with fair prospects of success. 

The Yanktons are an interesting band of the Sioux, of 
about two thousand people. Their village is to be located 
on the Vermilion river, where it unites with the Missouri 
from the north. Maj. P. thinks this will be a very eligi- 
ble place for a missionary station, and says he will do all 
in his power to aid such an enterprise. 

The Ponca Indians, on the south side of the Missouri, at 
the confluence of the L^eau qui coure, number six or eight 
hundred, and speak the same language as the Omahaws. 

The region of country, from the mouth of the Big Sioux 
river and that on the south of the Veau qui amre, as high 
as the country of the Mandan Indians, may be cbssed un- 
der the general head of the Sioux country ; and is inhabited 
by the following bands of Sioux, viz : the Yanktons, al- 
ready mentioned, Santas, Yanktonas, Tetons, C^allallahs, 
Siones, and the Hankpapes, who course east and west 
from the Mississippi to the Black Hills, and sometimes as 
far south as the river Platte. The real number of the sev- 
eral bandd cannot be correctly ascertained, but probably it 
is from forty to sixty thousand. Their habits are wander- 
ing,^nd they rely exclusively upon the chase for subsis- 
tence. Their principal trade is in buffalo robes. The 
traders have for many years maintained a friendly inter- 
eourse with them, and, generally speaking, they are nrach 
attadied to white men. 

The Mandans are a much more stationary people than 
almost any other tribe in this whole region of country, and 
the opportunity to establish missionaries among them is 
good; but on account of repeated ill treatment, which they 
have experienced, they are beginning to grow suspicious^ 
and are losio^ confidence in white men. 
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Our stay in tbb place has been protracted much bejoftct 
our expectations. Two weeks sAer our arrival, the spas*- 
modic cholera broke out with a great degree of malignitif. 
The weather was very warm, and there were showers^ from 
day to day. The intemperate habits o( the men^ and flieir 
manner of living, probably had a tendency to induce the 
disease. Three of the company died; and several o&eni 
barely survived, through the blessing of God upcm the as- 
siduous attentions of Doct. Whitman, my associate, aiid the 
free use of powerful medicines. And, had it not been for 
his successful practice, the men would have dispersed^ andf 
the caravan would have failed of going to the place of'ren*^ 
dezvous. Thb was plainly seen and frankly acknowle^ed. 
This alarming disease was the means of effecting guv de- 
parture sooner than it otherwise would have taken place. 
It was necessary to hasten to the higher prairies, as the 
only prospect of escaping the farther ravages of the doH 
ease. Not a single new case occurred after we recom-i 
menced our journey. This afflictiTe scourge, so far as it 
respected Dr. W. and myself, w«bs providential. The as- 
a&tance we rendered the sick, and the medical skill of the 
Doctor, converted those into permanent friends^ who had so 
disfiked the- restraints which our presence imposed upon 
them, that, as they afl?erwards confessed, they had pfolteA 
our death, and intended on the first convenient occasion to 
put their purpose in execution. 

Wliilst at Bellevue, a man by the name of Garrio, a half 
blood Indian chief of the Arickara natkm, was shot undet 
very aggravated circumstances. Garrio and his family 
were residmg in a log*cabm on the PapiHon river. Sixor 
seven men, hatf intoxicated, went down to bishousiiin the 
night, called him up, took him away a half mile, and i^)t 
him with six balls, scalped him, and left him unburied. 
The reason they assigned for doing so, waij tiiat he was a 
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bad man, and had kilted vfhite men. If be was ^Ity^irho' 
andiorized them to ti^ hia life ? The Arickara nation will 
um&Dab&c thia^ «oi probably tsdce rerenge on some iano- 
eent persons. This, I appr^iend, is the way Indian wars 
9se .€^e» ppoduoed. Whil^ we charge the Indians with 
invetarate ferociousness and mbuman brutality, we forget 
the too nnmerous wrcmgs and outrages committed upon 
them, which incite them to revenge* They cannot appre* 
bend and do justke to such offenders, (k if they could, 
would at not be published as a gross Indian murder and 
aggresnon, uid a war at extermination be comm^ced 
s^auist Xhem 7 When Indian offences are prodauned, we 
heiur only one dde of the story, and the other will not be 
heard until the last great day. 

MtHiday, June 22i. After so long delay, we re^eom*- 
menced our joramey for the " far west*^ The Black Hilltf 
are to be our next stopping place. Th^ caravan started 
yest^ay. We passed over a rich, extensive prairie, but 
so poorly watered, that we did not find a stream through^ 
the whole day. In the s^enloon we had to ride in a heavy, 
cold redn, in consequence of which I became much chilled. 
Wc overtook the caravan, and encamped bdbre night on a 
high prairie, where we could find but little wood, and it 
was difficult to make a fire. We had for supper coarse 
thread made of com, and some bacon. The change from 
the oomfbrtst to the bare necessaries of life was trying ; 
but when I had wrapped myself in my blankets and laid 
down upon the ground to repose for the night^ 1 felt thank* 
fill to God for his goodness. 

Beiiig now beyond all white ihhubitantSj in an Indian 
country, and not knowing what the eventfiil ftture may 
unfold, I thought I could give up all my private interests 
for the good of the perishing heathen, if I could be instru* 
mental of thw tempc^al and etemal Welfare. Come lifo 
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or death, I could say, "tby wUl bsfe doue." I felt strong 
confidence that God would protect and provide fbr us, And 
derived great consolation from the promise, "liO, I am 
with you always." The v^y pelting qf the. storm upwi 
our tent had something in it soothing, a^d C|[lc<4ated to 
awaken the feeling that .God Was hear. 

On the 23d, the storm ItiU continued, and we did not 
remove our encampment. 

Towards noon on the 24th, v^t went forward On our way 
and crossed the Papillon^ river, which occasi6ned miidi de- 
lay to get the baggage, wagons, and anin^als over* We 
did iilot jSnd a suitable place for encamping where We could 
be accommodated with wood and water until about sunset; 
and before we could pitch our tent, a thunder storm, whidi 
had been gftt^i1x](g for a loi^ time, came down upon us 
with great violencie, accompanied with wifid and haiL 
The animals <^ the car^yaii fled in different directions, 
some packed and s6me unpacked. I bad onty ti(ne to un- 
pack my mule and let him go, and jt was with mudi diffi- 
culty I could hold my horse; he had become almost 
frantic under the beating hail, nor <lid I escape withoyt 
some contusions. The lightning was very fnequent, and 
the thunder wf^ almost one continual roar. Aft^ a while 
the fury of the storm abated, ?md in the dark we pitched 
our tent and got our baggage into it, but were i:ot abJe to 
make a fire. We took such supper as we could j)rovide 
with our coarse bread and bacon, without Hght and with- 
out fire, and laid ourselves down to rest During the mght 
there were several showers which created rivulets, aome of 
which found their way under our tent Towards morning 
we slept, and arose somewhat refrej^ied. 

The morning of the 25th was very pleasant, and afforded 
a good oppOTtunity to dry our baggage, and for the cara- 
van to collect together tii^r papks of gogds, winch ware. 
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scattered over the prairie. After having spent the fore- 
noon in drying and atQusting them, we went for\\ard and 
mrived at the Elkhom, a very considerable river. For 
X5onveyance over this river, we constructed a boat of a 
'"wagon box, so covered with undressed skins as to make 
it nearly water tight. The method was very good, and 
we commenced crossing; but night came on before we fin- 
ished, and therefore we encamped on the east side. The 
country here is excellent, and tolerably supplied with 
wood. 

On the 36th, we continued carrying over our baggage, 
and finished crossing at half after twelve, after whidi we 
traveled ten miles up the Elkhom, and stopped for the 
-night 

' On the 27th, we arose very early and pursued our jour- 
ney, and made good progress until 3, P. M. when we met 
Messrs. Campbell and Sublette with a small caravan, re- 
turning from the Black Hills. When mountain traders 
-meet under such circumstances, there must be mutual Ex- 
changes of friendship, more ceremonious and complicated 
than can be gone through with in the passing " how do 
you do.** The two caravans encamped, in due form, tali 
at a respectful distance from each other. 

Sabbath, 28th. The caravans contimied here through 
the day. This gave us an opportunity to rest, and to at- 
tend tQ devotional exercises in our tent. 

On the 29th, passed over and traveled a good distance 
up Shell creek. This section of country, belongs to the 
CKoes on the east, and the Pawnees on the west. For 
about twenty-five miles since we crossed the Elkhom^ be- 
tween this river and the Platte, which are here about ten 
miles apart, there is not a single hill. It is rich bottom 
land, covered with a luxuriant growth of grass. No coun- 
try couH be more inviting ^to the farmer, vnth only one 
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exception, the want of wood land. The latitude b snffi* 
ciently high to be healthy; and as the climate grows 
warmer as we travel west, until we approach the snow- 
topped mountains, there is a degree of mildness, not ex- 
perienced east of the Alleghany mountains. The time 
mil come, ^nd probably is not far distant, when this coun- 
try will be covered with a dense population. The earth 
was created for the habitation of man, and for a theatre, 
on which God will, manifest his perfections in his moral 
government among his moral creatures, and therefore the 
earth, according to divine prediction, shall be g^ven to the 
people of God. Although infidels may sneer, and scoffers 
mock, yet God will accomplish his designs, and fulfil ev^ry 
promise contained in his Word. Then this amazing ex- 
tent of most fertile land will not continue to be the wan- 
dering ground of a few thousand Indians, with only a verif 
few acres under cultivation ; nor will millicms of tons of 
grass grow up to rot upon the ground or to be burned up 
with the fire enkindled to sweep over the prairie, to disen- 
cumber it of its spontaneous burden. The herds of buffalo 
which once fattened upon these meadows are gone ; and 
the deer which once cropped the grass have disappeared ; 
and the antelopes have fled away ; and shall solitude reign 
here till the end of time? No: herejshall be heard the 
din of business, and the church-^oing bell shall sound far 
and wide. The question is, by whom shall this region of 
country be inhabited ? It is [dain that the Indians, under 
:their present circumstances, will never multiply and fill 
this land. They must be brought under thet^ influence 
of civilisation and Christianity, or they will continue Ui 
melt away, until nothing will remain of them but the rdics 
found in museums, and some historical records. Philan- 
thropy and the mercy of God plead in their behalf. 
yre were awakened on the 30th, at the fi»t breaking 
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of the day, by the usual rail, ''out, out; gear up ypur 
ynules!" We traveled until one o'clock, P. M., more than 
eight hours, when we halted and breakfasted. We went 
again on our way, and came to the Loups fork* of the 
Platte, and sto{>ped for the night. Most of the country 
over which we traveled to-day, is a rolling prairie. 
There is nothing in this section of country to interest the 
geologist I diJ not see a single stone, after passing the 
Papilbn to this place, excepting a few small ones at the 
point where we crossed that stream, and which on that ac- 
count is called Rockford. It is one of the peculiarities of 
the dialect of the people in the most western states, to call 
small stones, rocks. And therefore they spe:»k of throw- 
ing a rock at a bird, or at ai man. There are no forests 
in these western regions. The meadows spread out al- 
most without bounds. There ore only here and there 
some clumps of trees ; and the rivers and smaller streams 
are skirted with cotton wood, elms and willows. What- 
ever propriety there once was, there is none now^ in call- 
ing the Indians, children of the forest. 

The thermometer stood to-day, at noon, at 81<^. 

Wednesday, July 1st. I rested the last night as quietly 
as I should have done upon a good bed, in a civilized 
country ; and was cheerful in committing myself to God, tc 
awake in this, or in fbe eternal world. 

We hare a small tent made of coarse cotton cloth, form- 
ing a cone. After setting this, we stow away our baggage 
so as to leave a space in the centre for our lodgings* My 
bed is made by first spreading down a buffalo skin, ppon 
this a bear skin, then two or three Mackinaw blankets, 
and my portmanteau constitutesony pillow. 

We proceeded to-day a few miles up the Loups fork, 
and unexpectetlly found a good fprding place, where we 
crossed the river, which in this place is nearly a mile wide. 
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After going a few miles up the riTer, we lialtecl for the 
niftht The manner of our encamping, is to form a large 
hollow square, encompassing an area of about an acre, 
haying the river on one side ; three wagons forming a part 
of another side, coming down to the river ; and three 
more in the same manner on the opposite side ; and the 
packages so arranged in parcels, about three rods apart, as 
to fill up the rear, and the sides not occupied by the wagons. 
The horses and mules, near the middle of the day, arc 
turned out under guard, to feed for two hours ; and the 
same again towards night, until after sunset, when they 
are taken up and brought into the hollow square, and fast- 
ened with ropes twelve feet long, to pickets driven firmly 
into the ground. The men are divided into small companies, 
stationed at the several parcels of goods and wagons, 
where they wrap themselves in their blankets and rest for 
the night ; the whole, however, are formed into six divi- 
sions to keep guard, relieving each other every two hours. 
This is to prevent hostile Indians from falling upon us by 
surprise, or coming inio the camp by stealth, and taking 
away either horses or packages of ^oods. We were per- 
mitted, b/ favor, to pitch our tent next to the river, half 
way between the two wings, which made our situation a 
little more retired. 

Nothing of special interest occurred on the 3d. On 
the 3d, we passed the villages of the Tapage and Re- 
publican Pawnee Indians. These Indians have dwellings 
which appear substantial and somewhat adapted to com- 
fort Many of the Pawnee Loups came to us, and received 
us with great civility and kindness. Big Ax, their second 
chief, had charge of this party. He is a man o( dignified 
appearance, and his countenance is expressive of intelli* 
gence and benevolence. He is very friendly to white men. 
These Indkns were going out upoD their summer hunt^ by 
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t^e same roate we were pursaing, and were not willtog 
we should go on before them, lest we should frighten away 
tba buffalo. 

They, manifested their friendship by invitbg us to feasts ; 
and as we may attend half a dozen in a day without being 
surfeited, an explanation may not be out of place. Big 
Ax gave the first invitation } and since it is not customary 
for those who provide the feast to sit down with their 
^ests, he and his associates sat in di^ified silence on one 
^e of the lodge, while those of us who partook of the 
feast, occupied the centre. The daughters of Big Ax served 
us on the occasion, and bountifully helped us to boiled corn 
and beans. Such are their customs, that to avoid giving 
o(Qfence, we must eat all that is set before us, or take it 
away ; and Mr. Fontenelle took what remained. In the 
evening we were invited to two others. The first consist- 
ed of boiled corn and dried pumpkins, and the other of 
healed buffalo meat. The next morning we also gave the 
principal chie& a feast, setting before them all the variety 
which our bacon and coarse bread could Airnish, having it 
in our power to add a dish of cofiee, of which luxury we 
partook for this once on our whole journey. 

Amidst the uniformity of prairie scenery, there is yet 
some variety. It was curious to mark the alterations which 
time and flood have made in the channel of this river. 
Formerly, perhaps not a few centuries ago, the river ran a 
hundred feet higher than at present, and it is owing to the 
yielding nature of the soil that its Waters are so very tur* 
bid. The water of the Loups Fork, however, compara- 
tively speaking, is quite clear. This section of country 
offers an interesting field for botanical research. Since 
crossing the Elkfaorn, I have noticed nine different species 
of grass, most of which are entirely new. The flowering 
plants are very numerous and beautiful, and especially ths 
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rose, which is found of almost every hue. Thermometer, 
at noon, 90^. 

July 4th. This is a day of great noise and bustle in tJie 
states. Orators speak of the deeds and achieTements of 
our forefathers : their audiences catch the spirit of patriot- 
ism. Not so with our company. Having ahnost expa- 
triated themselves, they had forgotten their nation's birth- 
day ; and knowing that their days of indulgence would be 
seasons of reveling, I forbore to remind them of it. How 
suitable would be a rational religious expression of grati- 
tude to Heaven, instead of the confusion and riot, which 
are the common demonstrations of joy on such occasions. 
Thermometer at 96^ at noon. 

On the 5th, which was the Sabbath, the caravan went 
forward a few miles and then encamped. The Indians were 
constantly calling at our tent through the day. It was 
painful to witness their poor, degraded condition, ignorant 
of God and salvation, and, &;r want of a knowledge of 
their language, to be unable to point them to the Saviour, 
or teach them their obligations to their Maker, and thw 
duty to turn to Him with their whole heart. I hope and 
pray that the Pawnee mission may prosper ; that the dis- 
position which Messrs. -Dunbar and Allis manifest to go 
with the Indians and live as they live, may be followed up, 
until their teaching and influence are felt, and the Indians 
shall locate themselves upon their lands,undc r the influence 
of Christianity and civilization. The mode which Messrs* 
D. and A. have adopted of going with the Indians where 
they go, appears to be the right one, and must be generally 
followed to bring the numerous wandering nations and 
tribes to the knowledge of Christ. 

It is all important that the missionary should be able to 
speak to the heathen in the language in which they were 
bom. It is also important that the Indians settle down 
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and^cultivate the soil ; but how can they be induced to do 
this before they are taught t An interpreter may be cm- 
ployed for a while, but the missionary must become, aa 
soon as possible, his own interpreter. And why can he 
not learn the Indian language as well as the trader and 
hunter ? He can, if he will exercise as much self-denial. 

On the 6th, we left the Loups Fork, very early in the 
morning, in company with the Pawnees, and directed our 
course south-west for the Platte river. Towards evening, 
we had a thunder storm with heavy rains, which continued , 
through most of the night j but, protected by our tent, we 
riept so soundly, that our meat was stolen from us ; and in 
our circumstances, though only about six pounds, it was a 
sensible lo5s. 

After we came to the Platte, we pursued our way up 
the river, which is broad, but not very deep, as its name 
indicates. The country begins to diminish in its fertility^ 
but still is very good. We were prevented from making 
tiie progress we might have done, if the Indians would 
have permitted us to go on and leave them. The men of 
the caravan began to complain of the delay, and had rea- 
son to do so, having nothing to eat but boiled com, and no 
way to obtain any thing more before finding buffalo. 

These Indians are not wanting in intellect, however un- 
cultivated. They are fond of ornaments, and not havings 
the same means of gratifying their vanity as civilized people 
have, they resort to almost any thing to decorate their pet* 
sons; such as porcupine quills, beads, wreaths of grass 
and flowers, brass rings upon their Wrists, birds' feathers, 
and cJaws of >^i!d beasts. The claws of a grizzly bear are 
an ornament of the first order, and the tails of white wolves 
are in high estimation. But their favorite and almost uni- 
versal mode of ornament is to paint their faces with ver- 
milion. 
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Like all other heatheDythey are ignorant of the benign 
influence of the gospel, and therefore, while they have 
many interesting traits of character, are cruel to their old 
men and women. The women are compelled to do all the 
work — the men only hunt and go to war. Having but few 
homes, when they journey, they place burdens upon Ihe 
aged.men and women, and even upon the blind and lame — 
and upon their dogs. I did not see among them a single 
peison haying any natural deforinity, nor any one who ap- 
peared to be deficient in common sense. 

July 9th. To-day Big Ax came to my tent and sat by 
me a long time. Never did I so much wish to converse 
with any man and tell him about the Saviour ; from the 
expression of his countenance, I thought he desired to be 
iostmcted. But the gift of tongues was not imparted to 
me, and we cou}d only converse with the language of sign^ 
which is far more intelligible than I had anticipated. 

Capt Fontenelle, by a large present, purchased of the 
Vidians the privilege of going on to-morrow, without them. 
Qor men could hardly have been kept in subcHxlination, if 
they had not consented. 

Towards the night of the lOth, we bad an unusual storm 
of thunder, hail, rain, and wind. The horses and mulest 
could not be controlled, and turned and fled in all direc- 
tions. The whole caravan was scattered ovar the prairie; 
but when the storm abated, they were again collected 
without much difficulty, and nothing was lost. If any 
hostile band of Indi^ins had been about us, it would have 
been easy for them to have made us a prey. But the 
Lcard not only rode upon the storm, but was also near for 
our defense. The scene was alarming, and yet grands- 
sttUime. 

Sabbath, 12th. We are in a land of dangers, but God 
is our preserver ; how desirable it is, that his mercies 
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should be iiad in grateful remembrance^ and that the por- 
tion of time^ which he has set apart as holy, should be ob* 
serveil as such. The caravan traveled a part of the day» 
but were under the necessity of stopping in consequence of 
ram, which wet their packages. It is worthy of notice 
that various providences have thus far prevented them 
from traveling much upon the Sabbath* But this day has 
been one of great coi^u^on and wickedness. In conse* 
quence of the men being drenched with rain, >vhiskey was 
dealt out freely, to keep them from taking cold. Most of 
them becaoie much excited, and one, mrho took an active 
part in killing Garrio, stabbed a man, with full intent to 
have pierced his heart ; but the knlfe^ striking a rib, turned 
aside and only made a de^ flesh wound. 

I think I know the feelings of David, when he expressed 
a strong desire after the sanctuary of God, and to dwell in 
his tabernacle. 

Jtily 13th. . We are not traveUng through forests, nor . 
a solitary desert, but through almost boundless meadows^ 
that have the appearance of being under good cultivation. 
We see no fields of grain,^ nor habitations of civilized men, 
but meadows adorned with a great variety of plants, scHZie 
of which appeared to be gregarious. Oftai, acres are di» 
versified with a great variety of colors and specif 

There are two species of plants wWch are said to be a. 
sovereign remedy for the poison of the rattlo-snake, the 
virtues of one of which we had an opportunity of testing. 
One of our men was bitten in the foot, and, before we 
knew it, the poison had so far progressed, that both the 
foot and leg had become much inflamed and very painfuL 
One of these plants was applied to the parts affected, and 
at once the man was convalescent, and^ in a few hours> 
well. The leaves of the plant resemble those of the Uue 
flag, except that they are serrated. The healing proper- 
s' 
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ties are contained in the roots, which are bruised and ap« 
plied to the affected parts. Rattle-snakes are not nmner- 
oas. These and other reptiles, are prevented from multi- 
plying, by the fires which every year run over the prai- 
ries. 

On the 14th, the announcement of buffalo spread cheer- 
fulness and animation throirgh the whole caravan, and, to 
men whose very life now depended on procuring game, it 
was no indifferent event. From the immense herds of 
these wild animals, dispersed over the beautiful fields of 
nature, we were to derive our subsistence. Although sev* 
eral were seen to day, yet our hunters were not success* 
fol in obtaining many. 

I had heard of the prairie horse-fly, but was not aware 
that it would be so very annoying and even tc^menting to 
our horses. Its bite is like the thrust of the point c^ a lan- 
cet, and when the fly is surfrited, or is brushed off*, the 
blood gushes out When the caravan is in close compa- 
ny, there being about two hundred horses and mules, the 
number of the flies are so divided that they are more toler- 
able ; but when for any purpose a horse is separated from 
the company, he is severely bitten by them. On one oc- 
casion, when I rode forward to find a crossing place over 
a deep muddy stream of water, they came around my horse 
in such swarms that he became frantic, and I was obliged 
to return in full speed. I have no doubt that a horse left 
alone in the season of these flies would be killed by them. 

The next day we journeyed as usual, and about noon 
arrived at the Forks of the Platte. We saw a large herd 
of buffalo, from which we obtained a good supply of ex- 
cellentmeat. These animals, with their shaggy Moulders, 
neck, and heads, make a very majestic appearance, and if 
their natures were unknown, would be terrific. But they 
are timid and inoffensive, showing no dispontion to injure 
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any person, except in self-defense when wounded and 
ek»ely pursued. Their strength is great ; and, although 
they look clumsy, they run very swiftly. It requires a 
horse of more than ordinary speed, to outrun them for any 
coaside:able time. 

The section of country about the Forks of the Platte is 
very pleasant, without any high mountains in sight; but 
at a distance beyond the widely extended rich bottom 
lands, bluffs of various forms present a picturesque scene- 
ry. The entire absence of forests in the large space of 
country around, is a deficiency which cannot be easily re^ 
medied ; but probably forest trees might be cultivated to 
advantage. Is it not highly probable that mineral coal 
will be found here, as well as upon the prairies in the wes- 
tern states? We' found no wood yesterday, nor to-day, 
and probably shall not ibr someda}« to come ; and there*, 
fore we have been under the necessity of making our fires 
with the dry dung of the buffalo. The most thoroughly 
weather-beaten is selected, and proves to be a better sub- 
stitute for common fuel than we had anticipated. Al- 
though we are now where we had fears of finding the 
Arickara Indians, the deatli of whose chief has been men* 
tionedf and who have been residing near this place for 
several months past, yet we have seen no Indians since we 
left the Pawneea. It is supposed they have gone far up 
the south Fork of the Platte, to avoid the United States 
dragoons, under command of Col. Dodge, who are on their 
way to call them to account for their conduct towards 
white men, and to form with them a treaty of peace, al- 
though they are not fond of treaties when peace is to be 
observed by only one of the parties. They intend to keep 
out of the way of the dragoons^ and therefore we hope to 
pass unmolested* 

We took our course up the north-west Fork of the Platte, 
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and towards night encamped upon its bank in oar usual 
form, using particular cauti(»i to be prepared for an attack 
of the Arickaras, should any of their war parties be about 
us. Every man was required to see that hb rifle was in 
order, and to have a good supply of powder and balls. Wc 
all slept with our clothes on, so that, if called by the sen- 
tinel's fire, we might in less than a moment be ready for 
action ; but the night passed away in quietude, and at the 
first breaking of the day we were awakened bj' the cus- 
tomary call of the guide. 

We saw, on the 16th, the buffalo in greater numbers, 
and nearer than previously. They are less shy than those 
we first found. They are more majestic than the elk, but 
less 'beautiful. The antelopes, some of which we have 
seen for several days past, are becoming rery numerous, 
and their speed exceeds that of any animal I have ever 
^en. Our hounds can do nothing in giving them the chase; 
for the dogs are so soon left far in the rear, that they do not 
follow more than ten or twenty rods, before they return, 
looking ashamed of their defeat. Our hunters occasionally 
take some by. coming upon them by stealth. When they 
are surprised, they start iorward a very ^all space, then 
turn, and with high lifted heads, stare for a few seconds at 
the object which has alarmed them, and then, with a half 
whistling snuff, bound off, seeming to be as much upon 
wings as upon feet. They xesemble the goat, but are far 
more beautiful. Though they are of different colors, yet 
they are generally red, and have a large, fine, prominent 
eye. Their flesh is good for f^od, and about equal to 
venison. 

July '17th. We did not go on our way as early this morn- 
ing as usual, having been detained by breaking an axle- 
tree of one of our wagons. The country is becoming more 
hilly, and the bluffs in some places come down to the river. 
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Herds of buffalo are seen in almost every direction, and 
they are so numerous, that our animals find scanty pasture. 
The thermometer stood at noon at 88^. Encamped a lit- 
tle below Cedar bluffs, so called from the few cedars scat- 
tered over them, which promise a better supply of fuel. 

Commenced our journey on the 18tb, at our usual early 
hour, to travel on until near noon before breakfast. From 
the change of vegetation of various kinds, and birds, &c. 
it is evident we are ascending into higher regions of coun- 
try, and an atmosphere more resembling that of the New 
England States. As we advance, the flowering plants are 
becoming less numerous; and although the middle of the 
day is very warm, yet the nights and mornings are more 
cool. The ascent is so gradual, that the change is not 
perc^tible. Rocks begin to appear, and still we are far 
from the Rocky Mountains. Limestone of light brown 
color is found in blufl^, laying in horizontal strata, which 
might be easily worked and to any extent. Very small 
black gnats, hardly discernible by the naked eye, have 
been numerous and very annoying, and for several days 
we rode with silk handkerchiefs closely tied over our faces 
to protect us from their poisonous bite. 

July 20th. Thousands of buffalo were seen to-day, and 
our men amused themselves with chasing and shooting at 
them ; but it was well for the buffalo that they made poor 
shots. I can hardly reconcile it with a good conscience, 
t6 trifle with the life even of the most insignificant animals, 
yet for once, I felt myself powerfully inclined to try my 
horse in the chase. The noble creature enjoyed the sport, 
and would have rushed fearlessly into the midst of them, 
had I not held him in check. At that time, not being suf- 
ficiently acquainted with this species of amusement, and 
intending to make sure of my victim, I dismounted in order 
to take a more steady aim than I could otherwise have 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 BADGERS — '^RAIRIX DOOS. 

done; and bj so doing^as our guide afterwards informed 
me, placed myself in imminent danger ; for the animal^ 
when wounded^ often turns upon his antagonist to retaliate 
his injuries. Fortunately, though I wounded one, he did 
not rise upon me, and I returned to the caravan uncon- 
scious of danger. 

Badgers inhabit this part of the country, and from the 
many holes, which Ihey dig in the ground for their dwell- 
ings, the}' must be very numerous, though we have seen 
only a few, and have killed but one. They keep near tbeir 
burrows, and run into them on the least approach of dan- 
ger. The badger is of the genus ursus^ about the size of 
the marmot, or what is often called the woodcbuck, of a 
livery gray color, with short legs, and its whole aspect 
18 interesting. I did not have an opportunity to team 
many of its habits. A small animal called the prairie do^ 
abounds in this section of country. It takes its name, not 
from its appearance, but from its barking, which is like 
that of a very small dog. It is of a brown color, and its 
fur is of superior fineness. It is very shy and difficult to 
be taken. Was it not for this last circumstance, I should 
think it might be an important article of traffic. 

We passed, on the 21st, many uncommonly interesting 
bluf& composed of indurated clay, situated on a widespread 
plain ; many of them very high, with perpendicular sides, 
and of almost every imaginable form. Some appeared lik^ 
strong fortifications Mrith high citadels ; some like stately 
edifices with lofty towers. I had never before seen any 
thing like them of clay formation. And what adds to 
their beauty is, that the clay of which they are composed, 
is nearly white. Such is the smoothness and whiteness of 
the perpendicular sides and offi^ets ; and such the regularity 
of their straight and curved lines, that one can baidly be* 
lieve that they are not the work of ait* 
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It was a Tery warm day. The thermometer stood at 
noon, at 90o, and at 5 o'clock, P. M. at lOO©. There 
were no prairie winds as usual. Almost every day, winds 
blow over the prairies like sea breezes, or trade winds. 
They generally commence about eight in the morning, and 
continue through the day. These winds render the travel- 
ing comfBrtable, although the thermometer may range high. 

We encamped to-day in the neighborhood of a great 
natural curiosity, which for the sake of a name I shall call 
the old castle. It is situated upon the south side of the 
Platte, on a Plain, some miles distant from any elevated 
land, and covers more than an acre of grotmd, and is more 
than fifty feet high. It has, at the distance of the width 
of the river, all the appearance of an old, enormous, build- 
ing, somewhat dilapidated ; but still you see the standing 
walls, the roof, the turrets, embrasures, the dome, and al- 
most the very windows ; and large guard-houses, starding 
some rods in front of the main building. You uncon- 
sciously look around for the enclosures, but they areiall 
swept away by the lapse of time — for the inhabitants, but 
they have disappeared ; all is silent and solitary. Although 
you correct your imagination, and call to remembrance, 
that you are beholding the work of nature, yet. before you 
are aware, the illusion takes you again, and your curiosity 
is excited to know who built this fabric, and what has be- 
come of the by-gone generations. I found it impossible to 
divest myself of such impressions. The longer and the 
more minutely I examined it, the more I saw to admire ; 
and it reminded me of those descriptions of power and 
grandeur in ruins, which enhven the pages of European 
tourists. 

Encamped at noon of the 22d, i^ear another of nature^s 
wonders. It has been called the chimney ; but I should 
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say, it ought fo be called beacon hill, from its resemblance 
to what was beacon hill in Boston. Being anxious to 
have a near view, although in a land of dangers, I con- 
cluded to take an assistant and pass over the river to it. 
The river where we crossed was about a mile wide, 
shallow and full of quicksand, but we passed 4t with- 
out any great difficulty. We rode about three miles 
over a level plain and came to the base. The distance 
from the other side of the river did not appear more than 
a mile, so deceptive are distances over plains without any- 
landmarks. This beacon hill has a conical base of about 
half a mile in circumference, and is one hundred and fifty 
feet in height ; and above this is a perpendicular column^ 
twelve feet square, and eighty feet high ; making the 
whole height about two hundred and thirty feet. We left 
our horses at the base, and ascended to the perpendicular 
shaft. It is formed of indurated clay or marl, and some 
parts are petrified. It is of a light chocolate, or rufous 
color, in some parts white. Near the top were handsome 
stalactites, at which my assistant shot, and broke off some 
pieces; I took a small specimen. We descended, and, 
having finished my survey, had just mounted our horses, 
when we saw two bands of buffalo, six or eight hundred 
in number, coming full speed toward^ us, taking their 
course down the river. We knew somebody must be pur- 
suing them, and as, from indications for two days past, 
we had suspected Indians near, we thought it would be 
safest for us to make and secure a speedy retreat to the 
caravan, and set off in haste for the river, which at the 
nearest point was two miles distant. Very soon we saw 
a man on horseback coming rapidly towards us — he 
stopped and gave a signal for others behind him to hasten 
on, and at once we saw a band of men coming full rush. 
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We put our horses to their utmost spetd, and when we 
thought our retreat to the river folly secured, we stopped 
and took an observation with a lai^e spy-glass, which we 
bad taken the precaution to have with us, and found they 
were white men, who had come from a fort of the Amerir 
can Fur Company at the Black Hills, to meet the caravan. 
Mr. Fontenelle, the commander of the caravan, saw the 
movement, was alarmed for our safety, and came out in all 
baste, with a namber of armed men to our assistance. Bat 
all resulted in friends meeting firiends. There were some 
Ogallallah Indians near us, who came to our camp in the 
evening. Thermometer 90o. 

Oa the 23d, after traveling a few nules, we encamped 
near Scott's blu£. These are the termination of a high 
range of land running from south to north. They arc very^ 
near the river, high and abrupt, and what is worthy of no* 
tice, there is a pass through the range a short distance 
back from the river, the width of a comnvon road, with 
perpendicular sides two or three hundred feet high. It 
appears as though a part of the blufis hsHl been c^it c^, 
and moved a few rods to the north. Instead of journeying, 
the naturalist would desire weeks to examine the interest-* 
ing scenery of this section of country, and the more minute 
his exammation, the more would he find to gratify his cu-^ 
riosity. 

This whole country appears to abound in magnem, so 
that epsom salts are found in almost every part ; in some 
places are large x^uantities in a crystahzed state. Our 
horses and mules were disposed to make these a substitute 
for common salt. Thermometer to-day i^ood at 90^. 

While we were encamped at noon c^ the 24th, and our 
horses and mules were turned out under guard, and we 
were preparing our breakfast, or what should be dinner^ 
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ve were alarmed wifh the call, "Secure your animals! 
secure your animals !" I looked around to discover tbe 
cause of the alarm, and saw, at about a mile and a half 
distance, some thirty or f(trty Indians coming on horse- 
back at full speed. We had not more than half se- 
cured our animals and prepared for defense, vihen the In- 
dians were close upon us ; whether friends or foes we 
cotild not tell, until they were nearly within rifle shot, 
when, according to the customary expression of friend- 
ship, they fired their guns into the air, and then rushed 
into our camp, and exchanged salutations of pedc*e. They 
were Ogallallahs, headed by eight of their chiefs, clad in 
their war habiliments, and presenting somewhat of a ter- 
rific appearance. The chirfs dined with us, and were very 
talkative among themselves; for, not having any good 
interpreter, we could not join in conversation with them.' 
Every thing, however went on pleasantly, and to mutual 
satisfaction. They told us their whole village was only a 
few hours' travel ahead of us, going to the Black HiDs for 
tbe purpose of trading. 

. On the 25th, the heat was very oppressive in the mid- 
dle of the day, as there was less wind than usual. Ther- 
mometer 92^. Towards evening, we came to the main 
village of the Ogallallahs, consisting of more than two 
thousand persons. These villages are not stationary, but 
move fr6m place to place, as inclination or convenience* 
may dictate. Their lodges are comf<»'table, and easily 
transported. They are constructed of eight or ten poles 
about eighteen feet long, set up in a circular form, the 
small ends fastened together, makbg an apex, and the 
large ends spread out, so as to enclose an area of about 
twenty feet in diameter. The whole is covered with th«r 
coarse skins, which are elk^ or bufiklo, taken when they 
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are not good for robes. A fire is made in the centre, a 
hole being left in the top of the lodge for the smoke to pass 
out. All that they have for household furniture, clothing, 
and skins for beds, is deposited around according to their 
ideas of propriety and convenience. Generally not more 
than one family occupies a lodge. These are the finest 
looking Indians I have ever seen. The men are generally 
tall and well proportioned ; the women are trim, and less 
corpulent than is common among the Indian women, and 
all were well dressed and cleanly. They came around us 
in multitudes, and manifested great curiosity to see what* 
ever we had. I did not know whv, but my boots were 
particularly examined ; probably they had never seen any 
before, as moccasons are worn, not *only by Indians, but 
also by traders and hunters. 

Sabbath, 26th. The caravan moved on a little way to 
the crossing place of the Platte, near Larama's fork in the 
Black Hills, and encamped for the day. This gave us an 
opportunity for reading and devotion. Some of the Ogal- 
lallahs came to my tent while I was reading the Bible, and 
observed me attentively, as though enquu-ing the reason 
why I was differently employed from others. I endeavor- 
ed to make them understand by the language of signs, that 
I was reading the book of God, which teaches us how to 
worship him. After spending some time in teaching them 
to read, and how God is to be worshiped, I sung a hymn, 
which greatly interested them. They took rac by the hand, 
and the expression of their countenance seemed to say, 
we want to know wh it all this means. My spirit was 
pained within me, and I anxiously desired to understand 
their language, that I might tell them about Christ, the 
only Saviour. The enquiry arose forcibly in my mind, 
why will not some of the many Christian young men of 
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the east, exercise so much self-denial, as to come and teach 
them the way of salvation 7 What Christian would not 
glory in such labor ? And if there should be any trials 
attendant on the enterprise, would they not, like St. Paul, 
glory in tribulations ? 

At evening, we passed over the Platte, and went a mile 
and a half up to the fort of the Black Hills, and encamped 
near the fort in our usual form* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Black Hills— day of iiidalgeDce--bafiklo dajoce — the desire of Indianfl 
fot instruction — met the chiefs in council — re-commenced our jour- 
ney for rendezvous— anthracite coal — species of wormwood — Red 
Bate — traces ■ of grizzly bears— ^geology — Bock lodepeDdenoe— 
Bocky Mountains — perpetual snow«^yalley4hrough the mfnintnhn 
** thunder spirits" gone— an alarm — waters of the Colorado. 

The Black Hills do not derive their name fipom any 
thing peculiar in the color of the soil and rocks of ivhich 
they are composed, but are so called from being covered 
with shrubby cedars, which give them a dark appearance 
when seen at a distance. The alluvial soil upon the riv- 
ers and in the valleys is very good, but upon the higher 
lands and hills, it is thin and rather barren, and in many 
parts full of stones, which are worn smooth by the action 
of water, and are of various kinds and forms. One spur 
of the Rocky Mountains is seen from this place, which is 
forty or fifty miles distant, and is probably five thou^:and 
feet high. 

At this place the caravan halted, and according to im- 
memorial usage, the men were allowed a "day of indul- 
gence,'* as it is called, in which they drink ardent spirits 
as much as they please, and conduct as they choose. Not 
unfrequently the day terminatet^ with a catastrophe of some 
kind, and to-day one of the company shot another with 
the full intention to have killed him. The ball entered 
the back, and came out at the side. The wounded man 
exclaimed, " I am a dead man ;** but after a pause, said, 
**No, I aoa not hurt.'* The other immediately seized a rifle 
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to finish the work, but was prevented by the bystanders, 
who wrested it from him and dischargetl it into the air. 

July 28th. The day of indulgence being past, a quiet 
day succeeded. The exhilaration was followed by conse- 
quent relaxation, and the tide of spirits which arose so 
high yesterday, ebbed to-day proportionally low. The 
men were seen lounging about in listless idleness, and 
could scarcely be roused to the business of making repain 
and arrangements for the long journey yet before us. The 
Indians were active, and manifested a disposition to be so- 
ciable and kind, and also to open a trade with us in vari- 
ous articles, such as moccasons, belts, and dressed skins; 
and desired in return, knives, awls, cbmbs, vermilion, Ac 
Although the nights were cool, yet the thermometer 
stood in the middle of the day at 98^^ but the beat was 
relieved by the usual prairie winds. 

On the 29th, the Ogallallah Indians who accompanied 
us, had a luffalo and a dog dance, the real object of which 
I could not satisfactorily ascertain. Whether it was from 
some superstitious notion t!.at their success in hunting de- 
pended on these rites, or whether the custom originated in 
the gratitude of their hearts for past successes, or more pro- 
bably as an amusement, or neither, I cannot tell. I wit- 
nessed the first mentioned ceremony. In the buffalo dance, 
a lar^e number of young men, dressed with the skins of 
the neck and head of buffalos with their horns on, moved 
round in a dancing march. They shook their heads, imi- 
tated the low beltowing of the buffalo, wheeleil, and jumped. 
At the same time men and women sung a song, accom- 
panied with the beating of a sort of drum. I cannot saj 
I was much amused to see how well they could imitate 
brute beasts, while ignorant of God and salvation. The 
imjiressive enquiry was constantly on my mind, what will 
become of their immortal spirits ? Rational men imitating 
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bes»tSy and old gray-headed men marshaling the dance ! 
and enlightened white men encouraging it by giving them 
intoxicatinor spirits, as a reward for their good performance. 
I soon retired, and was pleased to find that only a small 
number of the Indians took any part in the d:mce. 

An Indian whom I attempted to teach last Sabbath, 
came to me again to-day, accompanied by others and mani- 
fested a desire that I should again instruct him. 1 endear- 
ored to communicate to his mind some ideas of God, and 
sang the hymn, " Watchman, tell us of the night." He 
and those with him, shook hands with me as a token of 
their satisfaction, and left me. He soon returned, hower- 
er, bringing others, that they too, might hear what he had 
heard with so much apparent pleasure, and they again 
shook hands with me. This was several times repeated. 
These Indians appear not only friendly to white men, but 
kind in their intercourse with each other, and in no in- 
stance did I witness any quarrels among them. Their 
minds are unccmimonly gifled and noble, their persons are 
finely formed, and many of them are truly " nature's no- 
blemen." The women are gracrful, and their voices are 
sofl and expressive. I was agreeably surprised to see tall 
young chiefs, well dressed in their own mode, walking 
arm in arm with their ladies. This is what I had not ex- 
pected to see among those whom we term " savages." It 
is true that they are heathen in all the guilt of sin, and 
destitute of the knowledge of Grod and the hopes of the 
gospel, but in politeness and decency, as Well as in many 
other respects, they are very unlike the fr^mtier Indians, who 
have been corrupted and degraded by their acquaintance 
with ardent spirits, and vncked white men. 

On the 30th, I met in council with the chiefs of this 
tribe, to lay before them the object of our tour, and to 
know if they would wish to have missionaries sent among 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ ASCKICDtira tVS XO^ITTAIlfS. 

them to teaeb them to read and write, and especially how 
to worship God. They expressed much satbfaction wiA 
the proposal, and said they would do all they could to 
make their condition comfortable. There can be no doubt, 
that this community of the Sioux would be a promising 
fieW for laborers. They are inquisitive, and their language 
is distinct and sonorous. 

On the 3ist, thermometer stood at 81°. 

August 1st. At half past eight in the morning, we re- 
commenced our journey, and the next point to which we 
directed our course is across the Rocky Mountains, where 
the general rendezvous will be held. Our wagons were left 
at the fort oi the Black Hills, and all our goods were packed 
upon mules. Several of our company went out into ran* 
ous parts of the country to hunt and trap, but as many 
more joined us for the mountains, so that our number is 
not diminished. Mr. Fontenelle stopped at the fort, and 
Mr. Fitz Patrick took his place in charge of the caravan. 
We had received daring our journey to this place, manj 
kind attentions fix)m Mr. F., as well as the privilege of tra- 
veling under his protection, for which we offered him aT^- 
muneration, but he declined it, saying, ^* If any one is in- 
debted, it is myself, for you hare saved my life, and the 
lives of my men." We shall gratefully remember their 
kindness. 

Sabbath, 2nd. I enjoyed some opportunities for devo- 
tional exercises, but felt the loss of the privileges of God's 
sanctuary. 

We found on the 3rd, but rery little grass for our horses 
and mules, owing to three causes ; the sterility of the soil, 
the proximity of the snow-topped mountains, and the gra- 
zing of numerous herds of buffalos and antelopes. To 
save distance in following the bends of the river, we passed 
to-day over rough and somewhat dangerous precipices. .1 
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•' ' - * * I 

had fotind, before I arrived at the Black Hills, some IpoM 
specimens of anthracite coal on the banks of streams, but 
to-day I found a regular** cropping out^^ of coal, the same 
to all appearances as I have seen in the coal basins of 
Pennsylvania. The existence of a coal basin here is a)ao 
confirmed by indications of iron ore. Certainly an invalua- 
ble substance, should it prove abundant, to the future in- 
habitants of a country so destitute of other fuel. This was 
the fiist discovery of coal in this region. A range of 
mountains, a spur of which is seen from Larama's fork in 
the Black Hills, runs parallel with the river, ten or fifteen 
miles distant^ and some of the peaks are very high. 

August 4th. The country was more level and fertile. 
I discovered more anthracite, indicating large quantltiea ; 
also, in one place, yellow sand stone of remarkably fine 
texture. It undoubtedly would answer an excellent pur- 
pose for polishing metals. A species of wormwood grows 
in great quantities in this region, where the soil is gravelly 
and barren. Some of it grows eight or ten feet high, and 
four or five inches in diameter, and is an obstruction to 
traveling. It is generally called wild sage. Scarcely any 
animal will taste it, unless compelled by extreme hunger. 
The prairie hen, however, crops the buds or leaves, which 
render its flesh bitter and unpalatable for food, t saw 
some granite to-day of a dark gray color, like the granite 
in parts of the Atlantic states. What I had seen before 
in boulders was of the red cast, like that which is fouitid 
about Lake Superior. . " 

On the 5th, we arose at the first breaking of the ^aj, 
and proceeded on our route, making forced marches through 
this barren region. Encamped towards night at a ]|>lftte 
called the Red Bute, which is a high bluflF of land, re- 
sembling red ochre in color, but composed of clay some* 
what indurated and argillaceous sand-stone. This ifll' a 
4 ' • "■- '■ 
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central place for Indians traveling east or west, north er 
south. Here the north-west branch of the Platte, along 
which we have been traveling, comes from a southem 
direction, the head of which is about one hundred and 
fifty miles distant. From the Red Bute we pass over to 
the Sweetwater, a branch of the Platte, which comes from 
ihe west. We saw, to-day, tracks of grizzly bears, which 
were perfectly fresh, and were indicative of their formida- 
ble size and strength. One, with two large cubs, passed 
out of some gooseberry and currant bushes near the river, 
as we proceeded around to an open spot of ground for an 
encamping place. Lieut. S. of the dragoons, a man of 
undoubted veracity, told me he saw several bufialos passing 
Txar some bushes, where a grizzly bear lay concealed, and 
.the bear with one stroke tore three ribs from a buffalo and 
llaid it dead. It has been said, if you meet one of these bears, 
you must either kill him, or be killed ; but this is not true, 
.unless you come upon them suddenly, or wound them. If 
you let them pass off unmolested, they will, in most cases, 
withdraw, showing that the fear of man is upon them as 
nvell as upon other beasts. 

August 6th. The geology of these regions is becoming 
unore interesting, as we approach the mountains. I saw 
to-day, not only granite in situ^ but also a quantity of the 
most beautiful serpentine I ever beheld. It was semi 
transparent and of a deep green hue, very much resembling 
specimens of emerakl which I saw in the mineralogical 
cabinet at New Haven. I regretted the neces/ity which 
a long journey, yet before mc, imposed of passing by op" 
portupities for making collections. 

Passed Rock Independence, on the 7ih. This is the 
first massive rock of that stupendous chain of mountains, 
which divides North America, and formsf, together with 
its barrens on each side, a natural division. This rock 
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takes its name from the circumstance of a company of fur 
traders suspending their journey, and here ohserving» in 
due form, the anniversary of our national freedom. It is 
an immensely huge rock of solid granite^ entirely bare, and 
covering several acres. Advancing a little distance, we 
came to a stream of no inconsiderable size, which has its 
origin in the mountains, and to which the name of Sweet- 
water has been given on account of its purity. We fol* 
lowed up the course of thb river for several days. In one 
place it passes a small branch of the mountains, through 
a narrow chasm only thirty or forty ft'et wide, and more 
than three hundred feet deep. The caravan passed around 
the point of this mountain, and to obtain a better prospect 
of this natural curiosity, I left them and rode to it. A 
deep- toned roar is heard as the river dashes its way through 
the rocky passage. The sight is soon intercepted by its 
winding coiyse, and the darkness caused by the narrow- 
ness and deepness of the avenue. 

We passed, to-day, ^veral small lakes of crystalized ep- 
rem salt, from which the water in the drouth of summer is 
eraporated. I rode into one of them to examine the quality 
and depth, but finding my horse sinking as in quicksand, 
I was glad to make a safe retreat. Whatever may be 
beneath, whether salt in a less solid state than on the sur- 
face, or quicksand, yet large qiiantities of good quality 
might be easily collected. 

The mountains are indeed rocky mountains. They are 
rocks heaped upon rocks, with no vegetation, except a 
few cedars growing out of the crevices near their base. 
Their tops are covered with perpetual snow, which are 
teen on our left and before tis. As we advanced, the at- 
mosphere was increasingly more chilling through the night 
and most of the day, except the middle, which to-day was 
very warm ; the thermometer standii:g at 84^. 
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Sabbath, 9A. I endeavored to supply tbe absence oS 
the privileges of the sanctuary and its ordinances, as well 
as I could by reading, and recalling to mind portions of 
the scriptures, hymns, and the doctrines of our excellent, 
but neglected catechism. One net'ds to be on heathen 
ground to realize the solitariness of absence irom the social 
jypr^ip^ where 

" The cheerfal songa and solemn vows 
Make their communion sweet." 

On the lOthf cold winds were felt irom the snow-topped 
^nountains to an uncomfortable degree. The 4)assage 
through these mountains is in a valley, so gradual in the 
ascent and descent, that I should not have kno\cn we 
,were approaching them, had it not been that as we ad- 
ranccd the atmosphere gradually became cooler, and at 
length we saw the perpetual snows upon our right hand 
^nd upon our left, elevated many thousand feet above us— 
in some places ten or twelve thousand. The highest parts 
of the mountains are found by measurement, to be eigh- 
teen thousand feet above the level of the sea.* This val- 
ley was not discovered until some years since. Mr. Hunt 
and his party, more than twenty years ago, went near, but 
did not find it, though in search of some favorable passage 
It varies in width from twp to fifteen miles ; and follow- 
ing its course, the distance through the mountains is about 
one hundred miles, or four days' journey. Though there 
are some elevations and depressions in this valley, yet 
comparatively speaking, it is level ; and the summit, where 
the v^raters divide which flow into the Atlantic and into 
the Pacific, is about six thousand feet above the level of 



*Mr. Douglas, an English naturalist, who spent much time west of 
these mountains, and measured some of the highest points, two hun- 
dred or more mWes north of this valley, estinuited them at eighteen tboi* 
•and feet above the level of the ocean. 
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the ocean. There weuld be no difficulty in the way of 
constructing a rail-road from llie Atlantic to the Pacific 
ocean. There is no greater difficulty, in the whole dis- 
tance, than has already been overcome in passing the 
Green mountains, between, Boston and Albany ; and prob- 
ably the time may not be far distant, when trips will b* 
tnade across the continent, at they have been made to the 
Niagara Falls, to see nature's wonders. 

In passing the Black Hills and the Rocky Mountains we 
heard none of those " successive reports resembling the 
discharge of several pieces of artillery,*' mentioned by 
some authors as comfrwn *^ in the most calm and serene 
weather, at all times of the day or night :" nor did we 
\^ itness ^^ lightning and thunder, pealing from clouds gath- 
ering round the summits of the hills" or mountains. ** Tfa6 
thunder spirits, who fabricate storms and tempests," ap- 
pear to have closed their labors, and the Indian tribes no 
longer ^' hang offerings on the trees to propitiate the invi- 
sible lords of the mountains." 

The geology presents some variety ; for while the main 
ridge of the mountains is granite, yet, to-day, parallel 
ridges of red secondary Sandstone have abounded. They 
appear to have been affected by heat ; and some elevating 
force has broken them into dyke-like ridges at different 
distances from each other, running from east-north-east, to 
west-south-west. The strata are mostly vertical, but some 
have a slight dip to the south. 

We had an alarm, while we were encamped for noon, 
and the men were called to arms. They all rushed forth 
full of courage, rather stimulated than appalled by danger. 
Only one Indian made his appearance upon the hill at the 
foot of which we were encamped. This was taken as an 
indication that others were near, which was the fact j but 
he and they retreated. 
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August 11th. The last nui;ht was rery rx)ld— we had 
8 heavy frost with ice. A little before sunrise, the ther- 
mometer stood at 24^. Our early mornii]<r ride was not 
rery comfortable for myself and less so for some of our 
men who were not furnished with over-coats. Our horses 
and mules began to show that constant labor without suf- 
ficient food, was not favorable to strength, and some of 
them failed. To-day we came to the Dig Sandy river, 
one of the upper branches of the Colorado, which empties 
into the gulf of California. Along its bank are some 
Norway and pitch pipe, and a very few small white pines, 
and clumps of common poplar. In some of the low vales 
there were beautiful little firesh roses, which bloomed 
4umdst the desolations around. "How ornamental are 
the woiks of nature ! She seems to decorate them all, as 
if each spot was a garden, in which God might perchance 
walk> as once in Eden." 
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CHAPTER V, 

Arrive at i«Bf]ezTotir-«^rapperi and hnnt e w four Indian imtiona— 
Fhitbeads and Nez Perc^% no reaaon vfhy to called — largical openf 
tions — an interview with the Fhithead and Noz Perc6 chiefs— 4heir 
anxiety for religiout instruction— ^return of Doct. Whitman— Sho- 
shones and Utawf-^motintain life. 

Aftbr stopping for the nigfat upon the New Forkt s 
branch of Green river, we arose on the 12th9 at the first 
breaking of the day, and continued our forced marches 
Although we were emerging from the mountains, yel 
peaks covered with per])etual snow were seen in almost 
very direction, and the temperature of the air was va^ 
comfortably cold. I found to-day some beautiful calce- 
dony, of which I took a specimen, and also green stone, 
quartz, and trap in large quantities. In the afternoon, we 
came to the Green river, a i»^Bcb of the Colorado, in lati- 
tude 42^ 50', where the caravan hold iifir rendezvous 
This is a widely extendal, pleasant valley^ with a sou ^^^ 
ciently fertile for cultivation, if the climate was not so 
ecAd. Like the country we have passed through, it is 
almost entirely prairie, with some woods skirting the- 
streams of water. 

The American Fur Company have between two am! 
three hundred men constantly in and about the roouii-* 
tains, engaged in trading, hunting and trapping. These 
all assemble at rendezvous upon the arrival of the caravan, 
bring in their furs, and take new supplies for the conuag 
year, of clothing, ammunitiiHi, and goods for trade with 
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the Indians. But few of tbesc men erer return to thdr 
country and friends. Most of them are constantly in debt 
to the company, and are unwilling to return without a 
fortune; and year after year passes away, while' they are 
hoping in vain for better success. 

Here were assembled many Indians belonging to four 
dU^ent nations ; the Utaws, Shoshones, Nez Perces, and 
Flatheads, who were waiting for the caravan, to exchange 
urs, horses, and dressed skins, for various articles of mer- 
chandize. I was disappointed to see nothing peculiar in 
the Flat Head Indians to give them their name. Who 
gave it them, or for what reason, is not known. The 
name given them by the Nez Percys, which is SaUepydoek 
Hot Signify flathead. Some suppose it was given them in 
Vision for not flattening their head§, as the Chenooks 
Ibid some other nations do, near the shores of the Pacifid 
ft bay be so, but how will those who indulge this imagi* 
nation, account for the Nez Percys being so called, smct 
diey do not pierce their nbses? Hiis name could not be 
^ven them in deri^on, because those near the Pacific, 
Who flatten their heads also pierce their noses. That those 
names have been given by white men, is evident, sinc^ 
th^ do not call each other by the names which signify 
either flathead or pierced nose. 

While we continued in this place, Doct. Whitman was 
called to perform some very important surgical operations. 
He extracted an iron arrow, three inches long, from the 
baek of Capt Bridger, which was received in a skirmish, 
^Hme years before, with the Blackfeet Indians. It was a 
difficult operation, because the arrow was hooked at the 
pokxt by striking a large bone, and a cartilaginous sub- 
. stance had grown around it. The Doctor pursued the 
•<iperstioii> with great self-possession and perseverance ; 
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and his patknt manifested equal firmness. Hie Indians 
looked on meanwhile with countenances indicating won* 
der, and in their o\rn peculiar manner expressed great at** 
tonidiment when it was extracted. The Doctor also tx** 
tracted another arrow fi^om the shoulder of one the bun* 
ters, which had been there two years and a half. Wia 
reputation becoming farorably established^ calb for medi^ 
cal and surgical aid were almost incessant 

After spending a few days in collecting and digesting- 
information in regard to this country, and the conditiott of 
the people, we had an interesting interview with the chiefii 
of the Nez P^c^ and Flatheads, and laid before them th« 
olgect of our appointment, md explained to them the be- 
neTcdait desires of Christians concerning them. We then 
enquired whether they wished to hare teachers come 
among them, and inatruct tl^m in the knowledge of God, 
his wondiip, and the way to be saved ; and what they 
would nlo to aid them in their labors. The oldest chief ^ 
of theFlatheads arose, and said, ^^ he was old, and did not 
expect to loiow much more; he was deaf and could not 
hear, but his heart was made glad, very glad, to see what 
he had never seen before, a man near to Ood,'' (meaning 
a muiister of the gospel.) Next arose Insala, the most in«- 
fluential chief among the Flathead nation, and said ^'he had 
beani, that a maa near to God was coming to visit them, 
and he, with some of his people, together with some white 
men, went out three days' journey to meet him, but faHcd 
of finding &e caravan. A war party of Crow LkKsmt 
CsLme up<xi them in the night, and after a short battle, 
thc»^h no lives were lost, they took away some of their 
horses, and one from him which he greatly loved, but now 
he forgets all, his heart is made so glsrf to see a man near 

to God.^* 

4* 
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The first chief of the Kez Perc^, Tai-quin-«ii-wat wh, 
arose, and said, '* he had heard from white men a little 
about God, which had only gone into his ears ; lie vrfcbwl 
to know enough to liave it go down into his heart, to in- 
fluence his life, anfl teach his people.*' Othets spcke to 
the sathe import, and they all made as many promises as 
we could desire. 

The Nez Percys and Flathead Indians present a promi- 
sing field for missionary labor, white for the harvest, and 
the indications of divine providence in regan! to it are 
made plain, by their atuiety to obtain Christian l»nowleil;:e. 
Taking the varioas circurot^nnces under deliberate and 
prayerful consideration, in regani to these Indians, we 
came to the conclusion, that, though many other important 
stations mtght be foumi, this would be one. So desirable 
did this object appear, that Dr. Whitman proposeil to re- 
turn with the caravan, and obtain associates to come out 
wi h him the next year, with the then returning crfravan, 
anil establish a mission among these people, and by so 
doing, save at least a year, in btingins^ the gospel among 
them. In view of the importance of the oljject, 1 readily 
consented to tbe propo«ial, and to go alonfe with the Imliaiis 
the remainder of the explpring tour. \)r^ Whitman, on 
further consideration, fell some misgivings about leaving 
me, lest, if any calamity should befall me, he sbouki be 
blamefl by the Christian publico I expressed my desire 
that no disquietude should be felt for uie ; for we couki 
not safely go together without divine firotection, ami with 
it I was secure in any situation. This confidence mspiied 
me with all the courage 1 needed, and composeil my miiNl 
in regani to coming dangers, as it bad sustained me under 
those that were pa^l. 

\y"^ met with the chiefs again by appointment, and I 
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stated to them the contemplated return of Dr. Whitman. 
Thny were much pleased, and promised to assist nje, and 
to fiend a convoy with me from their country to Fort 
Walla Walla, on the Columbia River. They selected 
one of their principal young men for my particular assis- 
tant, as long as I shouki hii ve need of him, who was called 
Kentuc ; and I engaged a voyagiuvy who un erstood En- 
glish, and also the Nez Perce language sufficiently well 
to interpret common business, and some of the plain 
truths of our boly religion, to go with me while 1 should 
continue with these tribes. 

We did not call together the cbie& of the Shoshones 
and Ltawsto pro|)Ose to them the subject of missions, lest 
we should excite expectations which would not soon be 
fulfilled. W^e were the more cautious upon this subject, 
because it is difficult to make an Indian understami the 
difference between a proposal and a promise. The Sho- 
shonas are a very numerous nation, and appear friendly. 
They are pro!:ably the most destitute of the necessaries erf* 
life of any Indians west of the mountains. Their country 
lies south-west of the south-east branch of the Columbia, 
and is said to be the most barren of any part of the couri* 
try in these western regions. They are often called 
Snakes and Root Diggers, from being driven to these re^ 
sorts to sustain life ; and parts of the year they suffer 
greatly from hunger and cold. They are more squalid 
than any Imlians I have seen ; but their poverty (bes not 
lessen their need of salvation through Chiist. The Utaws 
are decent in appearance, and their country, which is 
toward Santa Fe, is said to be tolerably good. 

A few days after our arrival at the place of rendezvous, 
and when all the mountain men had assembled, another 
day of indulgence was granted to them, in which »11 re- 
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ftraint was laid aside. Tbme days are Ae dimax of the 
banter's happiness. I will relate an ocenrrence whidi 
took place near evenings as a specimen of movntain lt£e. 
A hunter, who goes technically by the name of the great 
iKilly of the mountains^ mounted his horse with a loaded 
rifle, and challenged any Frenchman, American, Spaniard, 
cr Dutchman to fight him in single combat. Kit Cnraoo, 
jm American, told him if he wished to die, he would accept 
the challenge. Shunar defied him. C. momited bis horse, 
and with a loaded pistol, rushed into close contact, and 
both almost at the same instant fired. C.'s ball entered 
&'s hand, came out at the wr»t, and pdssed throi^h the 
arm aSeve the elbow. Sbonar's ball ptssed oxer tbe 
head of Carson ; and while he went for sii^ther -pisM, 
Shunar begged that his life might be iq)ared. Such 
scenes, sometimes from passion, and sometimes for amuse- 
ment, make the pastime of their wild and wandering life. 
Hiey appear to have sought for a place where, wm they 
would say, human nature is not expressed by the tyranny 
of religion, and pleasure is not awed by the frown erf" vir- 
tue. The fruits are visible in all the varied forms, which 
human nature, without the restraints of civil govemmeal, 
and cultivated, polished society, may be suj^osed to pro- 
duce. In the absence oi all those motives, which they 
would feel in moral and religious society, refinement, 
pride, a sense of the worth of character, and even con- 
science, give place to unrestrained dissoluteness. Their 
toils, and privations arc so great, that they more r^idily 
compensate themselves by plunging into su^ excesses, «s 
in their mistaken judgment of things, seem most adapted 
to give them pleasure. They disdain the cdmmon^place 
phrases of profanity which prevail among the impious 
vulgar in civilized countries, and hv^e many set phrazes. 
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wUch tbey appear to haTe raanufaoture^ among 4hem- 
selresy and wfaidi in their imprecations, they bring into 
•abnost everj sentenee and on all oceaAona Bj varying 
the tones of their voicet, th^ make them expressire of 
joy, bc^e, grief, and anger. In their broils among them- 
selves, which do not happen every day, they would not be 
ungenerous. They would see " fair play,*' and would 
" spare the last eye ;*' and would not tolerate murder, 
unless drunkenness or great provocation could be pleaded 
in extenuation. 

Their demoralizing influence with the Indians has been 
lamentable, and they have practiced impositions upon 
them, in all the ways that sinful propensities dictate. It 
is said they have sold them packs of cards at high prices, 
calling them the Bible; and have told them, if they 
should refuse to give white men wives, God would b^ an- 
gry with them and punish them eternally ; and on almost 
any occasion when their wishes have been resisted, they 
have threatened them with the wrath of God. If these 
things are true in many instances, yet from personal ob- 
servation, I should believe their more common mode of 
acccomplishing their wishes has been by flattery and pre- 
sents ; for the most of them squander away their wages 
in ornaments for their women and children. 

During our stay, 1 witnessed a scene of mourning, 
among the Shoshones, on the occasion of the death of a 
chief who was killed by the Rapahoes, the news of which 
had but just arrived. The women made loud lamenta- 
tions, cut and disfigured themselves, until the blood ran 
down their faces and scantily clad bodies. 

The Indians, with whom I am to travel, baring ap- 
pointed the 21st to commence the journey for their coun- 
try, a few days were occupied in writing to my family. 
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the American Board of Coram issioneni for Foreign Mis- 
sions, and other frietuU ; an4l also in making prepara- 
tions for my journey to W«rlla WaJla. While we con- 
tinued in this place, thougfa in the middle of the day it 
U'as warm, yet the nights were frosty, and ice was fre- 
quently formed* 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Part with my aftsnciate — arrive nt head wiiteni of the Co^uinhin-— ktiut« 
ueitsof the [iiiliaiii* — uaiTow deHle-— geolugy— JackMiii*« Holi—u- Id 
flax — tmppers go out on a biiul — moimtiiiu pnwipfcl — Troin Tetoiis 
— danger from ulfrighted bnffado — Pierre** Huh- — Volcanic ilia*»u-— 
children ou h>rsebacV — ^interesting worship with the Iudieu»— buiiul 
of a child — scarcity «»f food — a timely supjily — Salmon liver— expect* 
ed battle — geological observations— scene of mourning. 

AoGUST 21st, commenceil our journey in company with 
Capt. Brid^er, who goes with about fifty men, sixor ei^'ht 
days' journey on our route. Instead of going down on the 
south-west side of* Lewis' river, we coneliuled to lake our 
couiBe northerly for the Trois Tetons, which are three very 
high mountains, covered with perpetual ^no\v, separated 
from the main chiin of the Rocky Mountains, and are 
seen at a very great distance ; and Irom thence to Salmon 
river. Went ( nly about three miles fiom the place of 
rendezvous, and encamped. 

On the 22d, Ipartccl with Doct.Whitman. who returned 
to the cinavan, «nd with them to the United States. My 
anx'.ous desire was, that the I ord would go with him and 
make his way prosperous, and make him Meadfast to the 
object of his return, until it should be accomplish! d ; and 
that, with next > ear's cara;an, he might come with asso- 
ciates into this promising field, and with them reap a plen- 
tiful harvest. To-<lay we Iravt le«l twenty mi.es, through 
a somewhat bairen country, and downseveial >teep de* 
scents, ami arrival at what is called Jackson's Hole, ami 
encamped upon a Muall stream of \i ater, one of the uppef 
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branches of the Columbia riyer. It was interesting to find 
myselfy for the first time, upon the waters of this noble 
river. The Indians were very attentive to all my wants 
— took the entire care of my packed animals, cooking, &c. 
They preserve particular order in their movements. The 
first chief leads the way, the next chiefs follow, then the 
common men, and afler these the women and children. 
The place assigned me ws» with the first chief. 

Found some buffalo to-day, of which our men killed a 
small number. These fiimished a timely supply, as our 
provisions were becoming scarce. The principal chief of 
the Flatbeads kindly furnished me with a horse to relieve 
mine» 

Sabbath, 23rd. Had kn opportunity for rest and devo- 
tiooal exercises. In^ the afternoon we had public worship 
with those of the company who understood English* The 
men conducted with great propriety, and listened witli 
attention. I did not feel any disposition to upbraid them fof 
their sins^ but endeavored affectionately to show them, that 
they are unfit for heaven, and that they could not be hap-^ 
py in the employments of that holy place, unless they 
should first expevience a great moral change of heart by 
the grace of God, since the only source of hapfriness in 
heaven consists in serving and glorifying God forever. 
The place of our encampment was such as would natural- 
ly fill the mind with solemnity^ust above a very deep 
and narrow defile which we had to pass, called by the 
, hunters Kanyon. So high were the mountains, that some 
of them were tipped with perpetual snow, and so narrow 
the passage, that twilight shades obscured the view. The 
^stance through must occupy more than half a day's 
journey. 

Arose very early on the 24th, and commenced our way 
through the narrow defile, freqtiefitly orossi^ and re- 



Digitized by 



Google 



A tIangsrous pam-^-oboloot. S9 

crossing a large stream of water which flows into the 
Snake river. The scenery is wild and in mtinj parts 
sublime — mountains of rock, almost perpendicular, shoot- 
ing their heads op into the regions of perpetual snow, and 
in one place projecting over our path, if a zigzag trail 
can be called a path. Often we had to pass ov^r the sides 
of mountains, which inclined at an angle of 46^ towards 
the stream of water below, and down which packed mules 
have fallen, and been dashed upon the rocks. I endea- 
vored to guide my Indian horse so cautiously that he be- 
came unmanageable, being resolved to have his'own me- 
thod of choosing the way. I was under the necessity df 
dismounting and making the best of my way. But on far- 
ther acquaintance with Indian horses, I learned that th«r 
dashing mode of going ahead, even in dangerous places, 
was preferable to the most cautious management of the 
American. 

lV)r some mile^ there was Sandstone in ridges at eqoal 
distances of six or eight rods apart, and from six to tea 
ttet wide, rinng a little above the^ surface oi the earth, 
Ipunnihg from south-east to north-west ; laying in strata 
£pping to the west at an angle of 6(K>. At some distance 
I observed a mountain of red earth of mmilar character, 
excepting that the strata dipped to the east at an angle of 
40^. In one place where the strata of rocks and earth 
were in waves nearly horizontal, a section a few rods wide, 
irf* a wedge form, had its waving strata in a perpendicular 
position, as though the mountain had been rent asunder, 
and the chasm ^led with the perpendicular wedge. A 
great diversity of the strata of rocks and earth prevailed 
in every part. Towards the last erf the way through this 
narrow defile we came to what appeared to be magnesian 
limestone, stratified, of a lm>wn color, and very hard. As 
We passed on, we saw dlu^ browft gypsnm, lilps &at fynaA 
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in the western part of the state of New York. Here for 
some distance 1 was much annoyed with the strong scent 
of sulphureted hydrogen, and soon saw at the foot of the 
mountain under the bed of gypsum a large sulphur springi 
which sent up more than thirty gallomi of water per min- 
ute. Around this spring were large quantities of incrusted 
sulphur, and so strongly is this water saturated, that it 
colors the water in the river a greenish yellow, on the 
side nei^ to the spring, for more than a mile below* 

We passed more forests to-day, than since we left Rock 
Independence; among which are. Norway pme, balsam 
fir, double spruce, and common poplar — some low cedar 
and flowering raspberry, an 1 various species of shrubbery 
which are not found in the United States. The Indians 
were very kind, and seemed to rie with each other to see 
who could do the most for my comfort, so that they more 
than anticipated my wants. Two little girls brought me 
a quart of strawberries, a rare dis^ for thb season of the 
year. And an Indian brought me some service berries, 
which are large, purple, and oblong, of a pleasantly swe^ 
taste, similar to whortleberries. We encamped upon a 
fertile plan, surrounded by mountains, where three yeare 
before, three men were kUled by a small war party of 
Blackfeet Indians. There were seven of the hunters, and 
when they saw t\m Blackfeet, they all fled in diflferent di- 
Jpections, and by so doing emboWened the Indians to thfi 
pursuit. Had they stood firm and combined, it is probable 
that they would have escaped unhurt. 

We travek'd four houra on thft 25th, to another branch 
of Lewis' or Snake river, and encamped in a large pleas- 
ant valley, commonly called Jackson's large bole. It is 
fertile and well watered with a branch of Lewis' river 
coming from the soutn-east, and another of some magnt^ 
tude^ coming from the oortb-east^ which is the outlet of 
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Jackson^s take, a body of water ntuated just sooth of tba 
Trois Tetons. There are also many very large springs of 
water of oncoramdn clearness, which issue from the base 
of the sorrounding mountains. This valley is well sop* 
plied with gra3S of excellent quality, which was very 
grateful to our horses and moles, and, from the avidity 
with which they helped themselves, they seemed resolved 
to be remunerated for pest deprivations. 

Flax is a spontaneous production of this country. It 
resembl(>s the flax which is cultivated in the United States^ 
in every thing, except that it is perennial — the stalk, the 
boll, the seed, the blue flower closed in the day time and 
open in the evening and morning. The Indians use it for 
making fishing nets. Fields of this flax mi^ht be mow^ 
like grass; for the rootaare too large and run toodeef 
into the earth, to be polled like ours ; and an advantage, 
which thb would have, is, that (here would be a saving 
of ploughing and sowing. Is it not worthy the expert* 
laent of our agricultural societies 1 

Kentuc, my Indian, brought me to-day some very good 
currants, which in this land were delicious. There art 
several species, yellow, pale red, and black. The yellow 
and pale red were the best flavored. 

We continued in this encampment three days, to give 
our animals an opportunity to recruit, and for Captain 
Brklger to fit and send out several of his men into the 
mountains to hunt and trap» When I reflected upon the 
pobability, that most of these men would never return to 
their friemis, but would find their graves in the mountains, 
foy heart was pained for them, and especially at their 
thoughtlessness about the gieat things of the eternal world. 
I gave each of them a few tracts, for which thoy appeared 
grateful^ and said they would be company for them in their 
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tonely hours; diid as they rode Bway, T could only pray 
for their safety and Salvation. 

During our continuance here, I took an Indian for stt 
assistant, and ascended one of the highest mountains in 
the vicinity, to view the surrounding country. The pros- 
pect was as extensive as the eye could reach, diversified 
with mountains, hills, plains, and valleys. Most of the 
mountains were covered with woods ; but the }dains and 
Talleys were covered with grass, presenting l^s of bright 
green, however, than might be expected where the sum- 
mer is favored with dews and rains. But the whole was 
a scene of perfect enchantment About sixty mites to the 
east, the Rocky mountaids lay stretched through the whole 
e:ittent of vision, spread out Tike luminous clouds in tha 
borizon, tinged and mellowed with a gdlden hue by Ae 
rays of the sun ; their summits so elevated, that no soil 
etef ris^ to sully the pure whiteness of their everlastit^ 
ahows. It is only from a position like this, that any ade^ 
quate idea can be formed of the magnitude and height of 
Hie mountains^ — of their combined beauty and grandeur; 
raing so high into perpetual snow, that nothmg like du^ 
ded or dark chasms can be seen. Not very £eir to the 
north, the Trois Tetons, a cluster of high pointed mouo«- 
tains, covered with perpetual snow rising ten thcrasand feet 
almost perpendicularly, were distinctly visible, with twa 
others of the same form but of less magbitude. Only 
three of the cluster are so high as to be seen at a v^y 
great distance* Here I spent much time in looking over 
the widely extende^l and varied scenery, sometimes filled 
^ith emotions of the sublime, in beholding the towering 
mountains ; sometimes with pleasure in tracing the wind- 
ings of the streams in the vale below ; and these sensations 
frequently gave plfloe to astonishment^ ia viewing the 
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courses in which the rivers flow on their way, unohstruct- 
ed by mountain barriers. After some hours occupied in 
this excursion, I descended to the encampment much gra- 
tified with what I had seen of the works of God. The 
1^1 m this valley and u|)on the hills, is black and rich, and 
the time will come, when the solitude which now prevails 
will be lost in the lowing of herds and bleating of flocks, 
and the plough will cleave the clods of these hills and 
rales ; and from many altars will ascend the incense of 
prayer and praise. After I returned, Tai-quin-su-wa-tish 
took me to his company of horses and gave me one in to- 
ken of his friendship, and probably not without the motive 
|o enlist me in his favor. The horse was finely made, and 
of the beautiful color of mangled cream and white. 

On the 28th, we pursued our journey, and passed over a 
mountain so high, that banks of snow were but a short 
distance from our trail. When we had ascended two- 
thirds of the way, a number of buffalo, which were pur- 
sued by our Indians, came rushing down the side of the 
mountain, through the midst of our company. One ran 
over a horse, on the back of which was a child, and 
threw the child far down the descent, but providentially 
it was not materially injured. Another, ran over a 
packed horse, and wounded it deeply in the shoulder. 
The buffalo are naturally timid, yet when they have laid 
their course, are affrighted, and running at full speed, it is 
seldom they change their direction, whatever obstacles 
may be in their way. 

I noticed nothing particularly new in geology, except- 
ing upon the higher parts of these mountains, granite of 
very light color. Our descent was through woods more 
dense than those on the other side, and the most dense of 
any forests since we left the waters of the Missouri. 
Many pans of the descent were oi almost impassable 



Digitized by 



Google 



04 rntRRs's kolb. 

steepness ; and part of the^way dewn a rtmgh deep ra* 
vine, a stream of water commences, and increasihiQ: from 
springs and rivulets to considerable ma^nitiKte, winds ite 
way through the valley of Pierre's Hole; in the tipper 
part of which we made our encampment among willows^ 
in the prairie vale. 

On the 29th we removed our encampment, and traveled 
five hours along this valley to the place, wtere two years 
before, two fur companies held their rendezvous. Pierre's 
Hole is an extensive, level country, of rich soil, well wa- 
tered by branches of Lewis' river, and is less frosty than 
any part we have passed this side the rocky chain of 
mountains. The valley is well covered with grass, but 19 
deficient in woodland, having only a scanty supply of cot- 
ton* wood and willows scattered along the streams. It 
extends around to the north-west, as far as the eye can 
reach. We expected to have found buffalo here, but saw 
none. As parties of Blackfeet warriors often range this 
way, it was probable they had lately been here and 
frightened them away. Between this and our last en* 
campment, I was shown the place where the men of the 
far companies, at the time of their rendezvous two years 
before, had a battle with the Blackfeet Indians. Of the 
Blackfeet party there were about sixty men, and more 
than the same number of women and children; of the 
white men in the valley, there were some few hundred 
who could be called into action. From the information 
given me, it appeared that these Indians were on their 
way through this valley, and unexpectedly met about for- 
ty hunters and trappers going out from rendezvous to the 
south-west on their fall and winter hunt. The Indians 
manifested an unwillingness to fight, and presented tokens 
of peace ; but they were not reciprocated. Tbose who 
came forward to stipulate terms of peace were fired upon 
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and killed. When the Indians saw tbeir danger, they 
fled to the cotton-wood trees and willows which were 
scattered along the stream of water, and taking advan- 
tage of some fallm trees, constructed as good defense as 
time and circumstances would permit. They were poor- 
ly provided with guns, and .were still more destitute of 
ammunition. The trappers keeping out of the reach of 
their arrows, and being well armed with the best of rifle^ 
Inade the contest unequal ; and it became still more une- 
qual, when, by an express sent to remlezvous, they were 
reinforced byr veterans in mountain life. The hunters, 
keeping at a safe distance, in the course of a few hours 
killed several of the Indians, and almost all their horses, 
which, in their situation, could not be protected, while 
they themselves suffered but small loss. Those killed on 
both sides, have been differently stated, but considering 
the numbers engaged, and the length of time the skirm- 
ishing continued, 'it could not have been a bloody bat- 
tle; and not much to the honor of civilized Americans 
The excuse made for forcing the Blackfeet into battle is, 
that if they had come upon a small party of trappers, they 
would have butchered theai and seized upon the plunder. 
If heathen Blackfeet would have done so, civilized white 
men should not What a noble opportunity yras here af- 
forded for our American citizens to have set an example 
of humanity. 

When night approached, the hunters retired to thehr 
encampment at the place of rendezvous, ami the Indians 
made their escape. Thus the famous battle of Pierre's 
Hole began and ended.* 



•Since my return, J have seen an account of this battle, written by a 
craphic hand, in all the fascinating style of romance, representmg tb« 
Kdians as having entrenched thenaselves in a swamp, so densely wooded 
at to be almost impenetrable ; and there they kept the trappers at bay, 
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I attended worship this eTening with the chiefs, and as 
many as could assemble in one of their lodges, and ex«» 
plained to them the ten commandments — and after show- 
ing them their sin in their transgression of God's bolv 
law, pointed them to the Saviour, and endeavored to make 
them understand the way of salvation. Hy method oi 
instructing them was to give the first chief the first com- 
mandment, by repeating it, until he could repeat it ; and 
the second commandment to another chief in the same way, 
and so on through the ten, with directions for them to re- 
tain what was given to each, and to teach their people; 
and the same manner was pursued with other parts of di- 
vine truth ; informing them, that at our next assembling, 
I shall examine them4o see if they rightly understood, and 
retained what I committed to eacli. And on examination, 
in no case did I find more than one material mistake. I 
also found that they took much pains to communicate in- 
struction to each other. * 

In this place I parted with Captain Bridger and his 
party, who went north-east into the mountains to their 



until thev were reiuforced from rendezvous. ^ When the Blackfeet saw 
the whole valley alive with hor^men, rushing to the field of action, 
they withdrew it^o the dark tanked wood. Mr him the leaders of the 
several bunting parties came into the field, they ursed their men to ea- 
ter the swamp, (mt they hung back in awe of the dismal horrors of the 
place, regarding it impenetrable and full of danger. But the leaders 
would not be turned Irom their purpose — made their wills— appointed 
their executors — grasped their nfles, and urged their way ^trough the 
woods. A brisk fiie wasopeoed,and the Blackfoet were completely over- 
matched, but would not leave their fort, nor ofier to surrender. The 
numerous Teteran monntaineans, well equipped, did not storm tho 
breastwork, even when the Blackfeet had spent their powder and balls, 
but only kept up the bloody battle by occasional firing daring the day. 
The Blackfeet in the ni^ht effected their retreat; and the. brave moun- 
taineers assembled their forces in the morning, and entcured the fort 
wUkout ovponiion. 

With those who have seen the field of battle, the glowing descriptioo, 
drawn out in long detail, loses its interest ; for although I saw it, yet I 
did not see dense woods, nor a swamp of any magnitude any where near. 
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hunting groond, which the Blackfeet claim, and for which 
they win contend. The first chief of the Flatbeacb and 
his famiiy, with a few of his people, went with Captain 
Bridger, that ihtj might continue within the range of 
hu&lo through the combg winter. 

The Nez Perc^ and the Flatheada, with whom I go, 
take a north-west direction for Salmon river, beyond which 
IS their country. Our encampment for the Sabbath was 
well chosen for safety against any war parties of Black* 
feet Indians, near a small stream of water running through 
a volcanio chasm, one hundred feet deep» and in most 
places perpendicular. We were on the west side of the 
cfaasmy with a narrow strip of wood on every other side. 
Here was a passage made for the waUr hy fire. The 
eoorses which are formed for the rivers, as forcibly prove the 
creating and directing band of God, as the design mani«> 
fested in the organic part of creation ; and I would as 
nnwillingty account for the positions of mountains, and 
Talleys, and the channels of rivers, l^ natural phenomena, 
without including the power and design of God, as for 
the formation of plants and animals. It is true, there is 
more minute and curious organization in the one ttian in 
the other, but in both the wisdom and power of Grod are 
manifest. 

T)xa day of rest, to a weary traveler, is peculiarly re* 
freshing, and it seemed as though the Sabbath was designed 
especially for persons in such circumstances. It was, tc^ 
my mbd, a type of the final rest of the spirit when it shall 
retorn to God, after the toils of its present brief existence 
are done. I read virith new satisfaction, the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, and cohmritted again myself and family, the 
chim2h,.amf the wwld of mankind, to God. It was plea- 
sant to reflect on the promise of the scriptures, thrt the 
higgdoms of tUs worU shall beeraie the Idagdosds of die 
5 
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Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever ; and 
that the time will come, when all shall know the Lord, 
and God shall be merciful to their unrighteousness, and 
their sins and iniquities He will remember no more. 

Monday, 31st While the Indians were packing and 
preparing to leave thb encampment, I went and examined 
the volcanic chasm. It is many miles in length, and nar- 
row, in proportion to its depth ; formed of basaltic columns 
in many places, and in others of amygdaloid. I found 
many large and fine specimens of pure obsidian, or volca- 
nic glass--much lava and vitrified stones. I took somt 
small specimens. In the vicinity around, there was clbk- 
stone in great abundance, which, when struck by the 
horses' hoofs, gave a metalic sound. The soil is black, 
and appears to be formed of decomposed lava, and is cov^ 
ered with a nutritious grass. 

The Indians are very kind to each other, and if one 
meets with any disaster, the others will wait and assi^ 
htm. Their horses4)ften turn their packs, and run, phmge 
and kick, until they free themselves from their burins. 
Yesterday a horse turned his saddle under him upon which 
m child was fastened, and started to run, but those near 
hovered at once around with their horses so as to enclose 
him, and the child was extricated without injury. When 
I saw the condition of the child, I had no expectati(» that 
it could be saved alive. This was the second case of the 
kind which had occurred since I had been traveling with 
these Indians. They are so well supplied with horses, 
that every man, woman, and child, is mounted on horse- 
back, and all their possessions are packed upon horses. 
Small children, not more than three years old, are mount- 
ed alone, and generally upon colts. They are lashed upon 
the saddle to keep them from falling when they sleep^ 
which they often do when they become fatigued. Tbey 
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then recline upon the horses' shoulders ; and when they 
awake, lay hold of the whip, which is fastened to the 
wrist of their right hand, and apply it smartly to their 
horses; and it is astonishing to see how these little crea* 
turea wtfl guide and run thenu Children which are still 
younger, are put uto an encasement made with a board 
at the back and a wicker work around the other parts, 
covered within and without, or, more generally, with 
dressed skins : and are carried upon the mothers' back, or 
suspended from a high knob upon the fore part of their 
sackiles. 

As we recede from the mountains the clunate becomes 
warmer. We encamped upon another tributary of the Co- 
lumbia. Tai-quin-su-w&-tish, the principal chief of the Nez 
Percys, came to me and requested me to meet in his lodge 
a number of his people who had separated, husbands firom 
their wives, and wives from their husbands, and elqrfain 
to them what God had said upon the subject I readily 
consented, and was the more pleased with the proposal as 
it was without any suggestion from myself, but the result 
of his own reflections upon what 1 had before said in ex* 
plaining the ten commandments. When they were as* 
senibled, I read to them about the relative duties of hus* 
bands and wives, and of parents and children. I comment** 
ed upon the subject, and told them that when they marry 
it must be for4ife. All but two agreed to go back to their 
former husbands and wives. It was interesting to see that 
they are ready to practice instructions as soon as received. 
The chief said they desired me to instruct them in all that 
God has commanded ; for they wished to do right. After 
I left them, they stayed a long time in the lodge of the 
chief, which was near my tent, and I heard them convers- 
ing on the subject until I went to sleep, which was at a 
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late hour. They all shook hands with me when I left 
them, and said my words were " tois '* (good.) 

Tuesday, September 1st. We pursued our journey to- 
day only about four hours. Crossed Henry's Fork, an- 
other branch of Lewis' river, which is itself a river of some 
magnitude, about twenty rods wide in this place, and 
fordable only when the water is low. After proceeding 
a few miles down on the north side, we encamped at an 
early hour in a spot upon the bank of the river, surroun- 
ded by cotton-wood with a dense growth of shrubbery. 
Our fears of meeting a war party of Blackfeet Indians, 
were increased by seeing three Indians pass who were 
strangers to t^. Some of the chiefs went through oar 
encampment and harangued the people, the object of 
which was to be prepared for defending themselves against 
an attack, shouM any enemies appear. We were pre- 
served in saft'ty through the night, and arose on the morn- 
ing of the second and went on our way, and performed a 
journey of twenty-two miles over a barren section of 
country. The surface is composed of quartose sand, inter- 
mixed with disintegrated amygdaloid, basalt, and obsidian. 
In some places were large excavations, plainly indicative 
of ancient volcaT^oes, which had spread out their melted 
contents in a ?evei plain of hard lava, or amygdaloid, 
without forming cones. In other places there were conical 
roitlcs of dif&ren' magnitudes at the base, and of different 
height — none perha|is over the diameter of three rods at 
the base and sixty feet high. They were universally di- 
vided in the centre, as though an explosion had taken 
j^ace after they were hardened. At some (fistanee firom 
us were several hills, rising in high cones some hundred 
feet -two of ♦hem I should judge to be not far from three 
thousand fe«'t hi;^h. I did not have an opportunity of ex- 
amining their geological formation. 
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We arrived at evening at a small branch of the Sal- 
mon river, — the first water we had found through the 
day ; here also was good grass for our horses. Kcntuc, 
my Irtdian, caxight some excellent trout, which was a very 
grateful change of food. 

Our progress during the next day was through a barren 
tract, as yesterday, where there is no vegetation except 
wormwood, which grows very large. A sluggish stream 
bordered with willows, afforded us some conveniences for 
stopping at night. Thermometer, at noon, 65o. 

We traveled <mi the 4lh, five hours, and encamped in 
Cote's defile, by a stream of water, which comes out of 
the mountains and is lost in the barren plains below. 
Cote's defile passes through a range of high mountains, 
and some of their summits are covorid with snow. Most 
of the day was uncomfortably cold, with snow*squalIs. 
Tliermometcr, at noon, 54^. 

Friday, 4lh. To-day I received a letter from Fort Hall, 
containing an invitation from Mr. A. Baker to spend the 
winter with him ; but the object for which I had passed 
the Rocky Mountains required me to pursue my tour, and 
if possible to reach the Pacific Ocean, and to return to Fort 
Vancouver before winter. We providentially learned thai 
B large band of Nez Percys was a few miles below us, and 
would come to us to-morrow. We had become almost 
destitute of provisions, but to-day killed a few buffalo. 

The morning of the 6th was very cold. We continued 
in our encampment, to give the band of Nez Percys an 
opportunity to join us, and about the middle of the day 
they came ; the principal chief marching in front with his 
aid, carrying an American flag by his side. They all sung 
a march, while a few beat a sort of drum. As they drew 
near they displayed columns, and made quite an imposing 
appearance* The women and children followed ~io the 
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rear. Tai-quin-su-^fi,-tish, and other cbieSs, arranged 
their people in the same order and went out to meet 
them ; and when we had approached within ten rods of 
each other, all halted , and a salute was fired, in which I 
had to take the lead. They then dismounted, and both 
bands formed into single file, and meeting, shook hands, 
with me, and each other in token of friendship, and to ex- 
press their joy to see one come among them to teach them 
respecting God and salvation. The principal chief of the 
other band who is called Charlie, and is the first chief of 
the Nez Perce nation, is a good looking man, his counte-* 
nance rather stern, intelligent, and expressive of much de- 
cision of character. I never saw joy expressed in a more 
dignified manner, than when ' he took me firmly by the 
hand and welcomed me. 

In the afternoon, I took Kentuc and rode five miles to 
see a prominence of interesting appearance* It is detadi- 
ed from the main mountain,, stands on a plain upon the 
east side of Cote's defile, is about half a mile in circum- 
ference at the base, and rises up abruptly, having most of 
its west side perpendicular. It is more than two hundred 
feet high, and has a level, horizontal summit of eighty rods 
long, north and south, and twenty rods wide. The large 
quantities of lava and amygdaloid which mainly composo 
it, furnish plain evidence of its having been fused and 
thrown up by subterranean fires. 

In the evening, I met the chiefs, and as many as could 
assemble in the lodge, and explained to those whom I had 
not seen before, the object of my mission. Charlie, the 
first chief, arose and s})oke with much good sense for some 
time— mentioned his ignorance, his desire to know more 
about God, and his gladness of heart to see one who can 
teach him; and said *' I have been like a little child uneasy, 
feeling about in the dark after something, not knowing 
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what ; but now I hope to learn something which will be 
substantial, and which will help me to teach my people to 
do ri^f I told them to-morrow would be the Sabbath; 
and explaiped to them the nature of the institution, and 
their obligatbn to remember and keep it holy. They ex- 
pressed their desire to obey, and said they would not re- 
move camp, but attend to the worship of God. Providen- 
ttally there came to us this afternoon a good interpreter 
Aom Fort Hall, who was willing to remain with us over 
Sabbath, so that to-morrow I shall be able to preach to 
the people. 

Sabbath, 6th. Early this morning one of the oldest 
diie& went about among the people, and with a loud 
voice explained to them the instructions given last even- 
ing ; told them it was the Sabbath, and they must prepare 
for public worship. About eight in the morning, some of. 
the chie& came to me and asked where they should as- 
semble. I enquired if they could not be accommodated 
under the shade of the willows, which skirted the stream 
oi water on which we were encamped. They thought they 
could not on account of their numbers. I then enquired if 
they could not take the poles of some of their lodges and 
construct a shade ; and without any other directions they 
went and made preparation, and before eleven o'clock 
came and said they were ready for worship. I found 
them all asseml.led, men, women, and children, between 
four and five hundred, in jvbat I would call a sanctuary of 
Grod, constructed with their lodges, nearly one hundred 
feet long and about twenty feet wide ; and all were ar- 
ranged in rows, through the length of the building upon 
their knees with a narrow space in the middle, length- 
wise, resembling an aisle. The whole area within was 
carpeted with their dressed skins, and they were all in 
their best attire. The chieis were arranged in a semi-cir^ 
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de at the end which I wm to occupy. I could not baTe 
believed they had the means, or could have known how 
to erect so convenient and so decent a place for worsMp, 
and especially as it was the first time they had ever had 
pubKc wor^p. The whole sight affected me, and &iied 
me with admiration ; and I felt as though it was tht 
bouse of God and the gate of heaven. 

They all continued ia a kneeling position during sing* 
ing and prayer, and when I closed prayer with Amett, 
they all said what was equivalent in th^r language, to 
Amen. And when I commenced sermon, they f'cated 
themselves back upon their heels. I stated to them the 
original conditbn of man when first created, his fall^ and 
the ruined and sinful condition c^all mankind ; the law of 
God, and that all are transgressors of this law and as such 
are exposed to the wrath of God, both in this life and the 
life to come ; and then told them of the mercy of God in 
giving his Son to die for us, and of the love of the Sa* 
▼ior, and that though he desires our salvation, he will not 
save us unless we hate sin and put our trust in him, and 
lore and obey him with all our heart. I also endeavored 
to show them the necessity of renovation of heait by the 
power and grace of the Holy Spirit. Told them they 
must pray to God for the forgiveness of their sins and for 
salvation. They gave the utmost attention, and entire 
stillness prevailed, excepting when some truth arrested 
their minds forcibly, a little humming sound passed 
through the whole assembly, occupying two or three 
seconds. 

I never spoke to a more interesting assembly, and would 
not have changed my audience for any other uj>on earth ; 
and I felt that it was worth a journey across the Rocky 
Mountains, to enjoy this one opportunity with these heath* 
en who are so anxious to obtain a knowledge of God. I 
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hope that in the last day it will be foand that good was 
dcfne in the name of Jesus. If Christians could have wit- 
nessed this day's service, it would have enlisted their sym- 
pathies, and they would be willing to do something ade- 
quate to the converdon of these perishmg souls. 

An Indian boy about mxteen years old, who belonged 
to the band which joined us yesterday, died this morning. 
He was speechless when he was brought here. We at- 
tended his Aineral in the afternoon. They buried him in a 
Tery decent manner, without any heathen rites, excepting 
that they deposited with him all his clothes and blankets. 
I addressed the pe<^le at the grave upon the subjA^t of 
the resurrection and of the judgment. This was entirely 
new to them and very interesting. Tai-quin-su-wi-tish 
came to my tent towards evening, and remarked that what 
I had Said was *^ toisj^^ it was spiritual, and now he Icnew 
more about God. So deep was the interest awakened by 
the few ideas their benighted minds had obtained of this 
most precious truth d" our religion, that they came to my 
tent idter I bad retired to rest, and awakened ne, to go and 
converse stiU farther with them on the subject. 

Monday, 7tb. We travel^ five hours to-day. The In- 
dians make slow progress in traveling with their village; 
for it takes &em a long time to padc and unpads, to set 
up and take down their lodges. This, is however, of little 
^xmsequence to them ; for wherever they are, ^t place is 
their home. 

They are very kind, and manifest their kindness in anti- 
cipatmg all, and more than all my wants, which they have 
the power to supply. They consult me upon all their im- 
portant business, and are ready to follow my counsels. 
They are attentive to fumidi little comforts. K the sun 
shines with much warmth into my tent, they will cut green 
^ bos'aes and set them up for shade. A few days unce we 
5» 
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eocamped where tbere were some firagrtnt plants of a 
species of f^int, and the wife oC Tai-quin-siM^Misliy widi 
a few other womeo^ eolkcted a qttaBtity« imd strewed then 
in my tent* 

We passed to-day mountains of voleanie recks, and 
over a. more rich^ black soil, Y^^e We found a good sup- 
ply of grass for our horses at night* 

Our route, oo the 8thy was continued as usuaL .My 
b^th hitherto, since I commenced my journey, has been 
uninterruptedly good until to-day, wh^ I suffered a slight 
attack of inflammation of the hmga, in ooase^ueiice of a 
coUw « 

The Indiwi mode of liTing i$ very preoo^ious, md yet 
. they are seldom aniiciotts about the future. When they 
have a plc^y, they are not q^ring ; and when they are 
in want, tbi^ do not cQa^>IaiA# The IndKans at this time 
were almost destitute of proviaioBS, aftd we were approach- 
ing the Salmon xivev mounlaiiUi^ to pass over Vfhkh occu- 
pies b^ween twelve and fifteen days, ami where there are 
no buffalo and scarcely My other game. I felt a prayerful 
concern for them, that Giod n^mild send a supply before we 
diould get beyond the range of buffalo, and was c^^ent 
that we should experience the truth of His word, that he 
provides for all their HMat in due season ; and as the caUie 
upon the thousand hills are his, he woidd not withhold 
his providential care from ns. ^ 

We continued to pass basaltic mountains; and also 
passed some very wlnte marl day^ wluch the Indians use 
for cleansing their robes and other gasmentamade nf dress- 
ed dcms. 

Thrir mode bf doing this is to make the dby into a 
paste, and rub it upon the gnraiettts, »id when it becomes 
dry they rub it off, which process fenves-the garments softj 
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dean, and white. We encamped to-day where Ibe Id- 
dians bad before made an encampment, a little below a^ 
steep bank. Near night I was alarmed by shouts of In- 
dians and a general rash up the bank. I hastened up and 
saw great numbers running towards our camp. It prored 
to be a foot race, such as they frequently exercise them- 
sehres in, for the purpose of improving their agilhy. 

September 9th, I was more unwdi. To-day we unex- 
pectedly saw before us a large band of buffalo, and halted 
to make pre|)aration for the chase. The young men and 
all the good hunters prepared tfaemsdres, selected the 
swiftest horses, examined the few guns they had, and took 
a supply of arrows with their bows. Our condition was 
sQch, that it seemed that our Hves almost depended upon 
Aeir success. And while they were preparing, I could 
not but offet prayer to God, that he would in mercy give 
them judgment, skill, and success. They advanced tow- 
ards the herd of buffalo with great caution, lest they should 
frighten them before they could make a near approach ; 
and also to reserve the power of their horses for the chase^ 
when it should be necessary to briqg it into full requisi- 
tion. When the buffalo took the alarm and fled, the rush 
was made« each Indian selecting for himself a cow with 
which be happened to come into the nearest contact AU 
were in swift motion, scouring the valley— a cloud of dust 
began to arise — the firing of guns and the shooting of ar- 
rows followed in dose succession— soon, here and there^ 
buffalo were seen prostrated ; the women, who followed 
dose in the rear, began the work of securing the valuable 
acquisition ; and the men were away again in pursuit of 
the fleeing herd. Those in the chase, when they come 
abreast of the bu&lo and at the distance of two rods^ 
shoot and wheels expecting the wounded animal to turn 
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upon thenu The horses appeared to understimd the way 
to avoid danger. As soon as the wounded buffalo ffiai 
again, the chase is renewed, and such is the alternate 
wheeling and cha^ng until th« bofialo sinks beneath it» 
wounds. They obtained between fifty and sixty. I was 
interested to see how expertly the Indians used the bow 
and arrow, and bow well the women followed up the dias^ 
and performed their part in dressing the buffab which 
were slain. 

; After traveling m% hours torday, we encamped cm the 
eastern branch of Salmon river, where it is of considerable 
magn^ude. The pain in my breast changed to my head. 

On the 10th, oay health was qo better, and I was obliged 
to bleed myself and resort to medicine.. I could say witk 
the Psalmist, " I laid me do wft and slept ; for thou art witk 
me." We did not remove to-day, for it was necessary 
for the Indians to dry their meat by a process which is 
called *^ jerking.^ The meat is cut into pieces, an indi 
thick, and spread out on a fixture made with stakes, upoa 
whicn are laid poles, and upon thes^e cross sticks; and 
then a moderate fire is placed beneath, which partly smokep,, 
cooks, and dries it, until it is so well freed from moisture, 
that it can be packed, and then it will keep without injury 
almost any length of time. Here we made preparation 
for the remainder of my journey to Walla Walla^ which 
will probably occupy about twenty days. 

September 11th. To-day most of the Nez Perc;^ and 
Flatheads left us to continue within the range of buffido, 
that they nught secure a larg^ store of provisrems before 
winter, leaving, however, about one hundred and fifty to 
go with me towards Walla Walla. Before they left us, 
I experienced another token of their r^ard in a very valua** 
Ue present of twenty fine bufialo tongues, which are i 
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great delicacy, together witb a large quantily of dried 
meat I reciprocated their kindness by oiaking such pre- 
sents as were in my power to bestow^-among which was a 
faritania cap, to the first chief, which he highly valued. 
And I gave him some wriitag paper, requtsting him to 
present it to the missitmaries whom I had encouraged him 
to- expect next year. 

. AAer traveling three horns, we^M»mped upon the same 
branch of the Salmon river, to give the Indians an q>por- 
tunity to dry their meat more thoroughly. 

We continued our journey, on the 12th, down the east* 
era branch of Sahncm river. The valley through which 
this livor runs is generally ieitile, and vimcs from one to 
three or four miles m width, but as we advanced toward 
the Sahnoo river mountains, the mountains upon eaeh side 
increased in hei^t and converged towards each other. 
They presented some noble prospects. It is a custom with 
ladianstosend out numbers of thmr best hunters and war« 
riors, in different directions, to reconaoiler, and especially 
wheo they are apprehensive that enemies may be near. We 
had evidence, from tracks recently made, ^at Indians of 
scnne other nation, or tribe, were about us; and therefore 
more than usual numbers of our men were flanking and 
ahead. On the banks of the river down which we werd 
traveling, there was a dense growth oi willows, extending, 
however, only a few rods into the bottom-lands. About 
two in the afternoon, we were all very mueh alarmed to see 
our men, who were out as hunters and guards upon the 
bills, running their horses at full speed, in an oblique di* 
rection towards us. Two of them were our principal chie£i« 
We knew that they had discovered something more than 
ordinary, but what we could not conjecture. Being in a 
country where war parties of Blackfeet Indians often rai^e^ 
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oar ihougbts ^ere turned upeti danger; and soon crdf 
fears were increased by seeing olouds of dust arise on the 
sidt« of the moontains at our left, and in the obscure dis- 
tance, men descending as swiftly as their horses could 
run. They were so far off that we could not dc^^mtne 
who th^ were* At the same time our twocbie& on^ the 
hills halted and made signals which we did not understand* 
In addition to this^ some of the Indians said they saw 
Blackfeet Indians in the willows, not far off, between vis 
and the chiefs ; and our belief that tt waslso, was con* 
firmed, when two deer ru^ed from the willows towards 
U85 and when they saw us, instead of returning, only de- 
clined a little to the kft^and passed before us. These en- 
quiries arose in my «iind — Why have the chiefs halted t 
Do they see enemi^ between us and themselves? Are 
their sic*nals to give us vraming of dangW I What 86 
frightened the deer that they rtffibed out towards usT We 
had all halted, and made what preparation we could for 
battle. As we did niot know in what part <^ the wilbwtf 
to make- the attack, we were waiting for our enemies to 
commence the fire, and were expecting every instant to 
have their balls poured in upon us. It was a moment of 
awful suspense. We sent out a few men, on an eminence 
to our right, to see what they could discover, and tbey 
soon returned without having seen any^ enemies. The 
two ehieft iipon the hills, who were now joined by those 
who rushed down the mountains, atid who proved te be 
some of our own men, applied their whips to their horses^ 
and in full speed came to m ; and Chariie, the first chief, 
rode up to me, and smiling reached out his hand and said, 
*^cdcot/, cocoi/,'* (buffalo, buffate.) Thus ended the bat* 
tie ^ and the remainder of the day was spent in killing 
and dressing buffalo, which was far tiK»« pleasant ttittt 
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figlitiD^ Blackfeet Indians. This made a desirable ad4j- 
tioa to their stock of provisioos. We eneMiipetl in this 
place, with a plenty of^ good grass for our horses, and no 
want of fueL 

The inflammation in my head still continued with throb- 
iMQgi pain, and fever — my pulse one bundled a miaute. 
Bled myself again and took medieioe. Thermometer, at 
Boon^ 730- 

Sabbath, IStb. My health was no better, and my 
strength was faitintg. I felt that all was ripht, and that I 
needed this trial to lead me to an examination of my spir- 
itual condition, my motives in engaging in this mtsstoo, 
and whether I could give up all for Christ to promole his 
kingdom in the world. I thought J conld surrea«ier all 
mto the hands of God, my soul to my Redeemer, and my 
body to be buried by the Indians in this desert landL 1 felt 
as though it was desirable to fimsb my tour, and return 
and make my report, and urge the sending of missbnaries 
into this field, which is white for the harvest ; and again to 
meet my family and friends ; but still I wished not lo have 
any will of my own, but say, the will of the Lord be done. 
The IndiaiK persevere in their kindness, and are very re- 
spectful, and ready toi>bey as fast as I can impart instruc- 
ticHU ; and they say that what I tell them is different from 
ai^ thing they have ever heard, being spiritual, and that 
ihey wish to have Smapo (American) leachers. If the 
American churches will not send them teadier^ crlminali- 
j^ must rest upon them tor disobedience to Christ's au- 
UK>rity. ' Are there any heathen more anxious than these 
to be taught the way of salvation^ where there are so few 
obstacles to the introduction aS the i;ospel ? Here are 
no id^ls, no sacrifices, no powtr of ca^te to combat ; nor, 
as yet, the destructive infl^ience whieh exists upon the 
frontiers. 
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. Sq[>tember 14th. Rc-commenced our journey, pro- 
ceeded five boors down the rivery and topped a few miks 
above the main branch of Salmon river, which comes 
from the south, and has its source in two small lakes, in 
the mountains north of Henry's Totk. 

For some distance on our way, on the 16th, the moua- 
taiBS come down near the river, rendering the Talley 
through which it runs, narrow. Some of these mountwis 
terminate in high bhifiii, in many places presenting un- 
commonly interesting strata. The lowest stratum was 
white marly earth, about twenty feet in depth, neudy 
horizontal, and somewhat indurated; upon this a green 
stratum of about four feei in thidaiess ; next a stratm of 
brown c^ about ten feet; upon this a stratum of red of 
about the same depth of the gre^ ; over this a mould of 
deocnnposed lava. This marly earth slightly effervesces 
with acid. The rodcs in most plaees are basalt — in soaie 
places very fine granular quartz. Noticing some unu^ial 
appearances near the foot of the mountains, on the left, I 
rode to the place, and found a cluster of volcanic en^ 
tions; though ancient, they appeared mo^e recent than 
any I had previously seen. A little way down the de- 
scent into one of the crdters, I found a petrified stump, 
standing in its natural position ; its roots and the grain of 
the wood entire. I think it was cedar, and about eighteen 
inches in diameter. This stood undoubtedly, upon what 
was the natural surface of the earth, and the mound above 
and around was thrown up by volcanic fir». While tone 
is mouldering the lava into dust, the wind is scattering it 
over the country around, to r«iew the soil once destroyed 
l^ the great conflagration, which fused this whole -rq^n 
of the setting sun. Hiis petrified stump, found in this po- 
sition, proves that tins country, now so destitute of wood, 
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was o&ee supplied if not coyered with for&sts. From va- 
rioas sources of eyidence, it is plain that these prairie re* 
gions were formerlj better supplied with wood than at 
present, and also that the present supply is constantly 
diminisbing. 

We pa^edy to-day, a place where two years ago thirty 
NezPerc^ young men were buried, who were killed by 
the Blackfeet. They were all active young men, going 
out upon some expedition, the nature of which I could not 
learn. They had gone but a little distance from the vil- 
lage, which encamped here, when, passing through a very 
narrow defile on a small stream of water, walled up on 
both sides with perpendicular rocks, the Blackfeet Indians 
way-laid them, attacked them from before and behind, and 
killed all but one, who mounted a horse belonging to the 
Blackfeet, and rushed through the opposing enemy. After 
the Blackfeet Indians had retired from the place of slaugh- 
ter, the Nez Perces brought away the dead bodies and 
buried them in this place. According to their mode, they 
buried with them their clothes, blankets, and buffalo 
robes, in graves about three feet deep, putting five or six 
bodies into a grave. Some time after this, the Blackfeet 
Indians dug them up, and made plunder of their blankets 
and whatever they thought worth taking. The Nez Perces 
afterward came this way, collected their bones and buried 
them again. The graves in which they were first buried 
were open when we passed, and fragments of garments 
lying about. Here my Indians halted, and mourned in 
silence over their murdered sons and brothers. The whole 
scene was affecting, and I could not but long for the time 
to come when Ihey shall settle down in a Christian com- 
munity, and cease from their dangerous wanderings ; and 
^hen Uje gospel shall be sent to the Blackfeet Indians, 
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that they may imbibe its spirit of peace on earth- and good 
will toward men. After some time spent in refiections 
and solemn mourning, we left the place and proceeded 
down the river, and encamped near Bonneville's Fort, 
now abandoned ; it is situated in a small pleasant valley. 
This place would be favorable for fur business, was it not 
,on the ground where conflicting txibes often meet 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Salmon riTei^— mineral ndt— chimneys — foreat trees, new apeciet of 
pine — geology — sulphur lake— a rare animal — Dew speciea of squir- 
rels and pheasants — Lewis branch of the Columbia — ferryman— Ba* 
saltic formation— fine climate — arrive at Walla Walla. 

SALifON river is a beautiful transparent stream, and takes 
its name from the immense number of salmon found in its 
waters* The shores are covered with pebbles of primitive 
formation. 

I took an observation of latitude, and found it 44^ 41'/ 

September 16th. Passing a mile down the river, we 
came to a location of mineral salt, {Chloride of Sodium.) 
It crops out of the mountain near its base, on the south 
nde of the river. On account of the impaired state of my 
health, and the want of facilities for exploring the mine, 
I was under the necessity of passing it with an examina* 
tion of such specimens only as the Indians procured. The 
salt is pure and white, containing less of the water of crys- 
talization than our common salt. I took a quantity to re- 
plenish my nearly exhausted store. That the mine may 
be extensive is probable from the circumstance, that the 
geological formations around, are like those about the 
mines in Poland, and besides it is in the vicinity of the 
great Salt Lake, whose waters are so strongly saturated, 
that crystals form upon the shores. 

After passing down the river two hours in a north-west 
direction, we entered into the mountains, leaving Salmon 
river. The river literally passes into the mountains ; for 
the opening in the perpendicular rocks, two or three hun- 
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dred feet high, and through mouDtainS several thousand 
feet high, is wide enough only for the river to find a pas- 
sage. It flowed into the dark chasm, and we saw it no 
more. During the two hours' ride, before we entered the 
mountains, the scenery was grand. While there was 
some level bottom-land along the river, in every direction 
mountains were rising above mountains, and peaks above 
peaks, up to the regions of perpetual snow. These moun- 
tains are not so much in chains, as of conical forms, with 
bases in most instances small in proportion to their height. 
So much sublimity and grandeur, combined with so much 
variety, is rarely presented to view. Horizontal strata, 
with interchanges of white, green, red, and brown, were 
similar to those seen yesterday ; and in one place, for more 
than a mile, a vertical front was presented, facing the 
smith-west, of one hundred and fifty, and two hundred Icet 
high, resting upon a base of congk>merated rock, composed 
©f round stones of primitive origin, cemented with marly 
clay of the various colors already mentioned. The oppo- 
site side of the river is studded with dark basalt. 

After leaving Salmon river we traversed k dreary, nar* 
row, and winding course for several hours, until an opeii 
Rpace spread out before us. Here I beheld what appear- 
ed at a distance like a village of thirty or foity houses 
which the fire had desolated, leaving the decayed, broken, 
and tottering chimneys yet standing. On a nearer ap- 
proach they proved to be masses of slaty rock, ten, twen* 
ty, and even forty feet in height. The firm and durable 
texture of their material preserves them from being crum* 
bled t> a level with the earth around them. 

From this place we turned naore to the west, passed a 
high mountain, parts of which are very sleep, and en- 
camped in a valley by a stream of crystal water. 

On the 17tb, we pursued our journey over high mouD- 
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fainS) IB some places intersected by deep ravines, very 
difficult to be passed. Encamped on a small plain in a 
grove of large Norway pines. 

September 18th. The villages of Indians make slow 
progress in traveling, and being desirous to expcifite ray 
journey to some of the posts of the Hudson Bay Company,- 
I took ten Indians and went forward, leaving the remain* 
der to follow at their leisure. We passed over a mountain 
six thousand feet high, occupying more than half a day to 
arrive at the summit. These mountains are covereil with 
wooite, excepting small portitms, which are open and fur- 
nish grass for our horses. The woods are composed main- 
ly of fir, spruce, Norway pine, and a new species of pine. 
The leaves of this new sptctes resemble those of pitch 
{nne, growing in bunches at the ends of the limbs, but are 
rfiorter and smaller ; the bark and the body of the tree 
resemble the larch ; the wood is firm and very elastic. 
On experiments which I made, 1 found it difficult to break 
sticks an inch in diameter. On account of this last an 1 
peculiar property, I have called it the elastic pine. It 
grows very tall and straight, and without branches except 
near the top. These pines would undoubtedly m \ke ex« 
cellent masts and spars for shipping. After passing part 
of the way down this mountain, we stopped for the night. 

We arose early on the 19th, and commenced our day's 
labor, and by diligence went more than twice the distance 
than when we were with the village. We wi re much 
annoyed by trees that had fallen across the trail. Kn- 
camped upon the south-east side of a high mountain, where 
there was a large opening, a spring of water, and a good 
supply of grass for our horses;. 

Sabbath, 20th. We continued in the same encamp- 
ment. I expressed my wish to the chief, that the day 
should be spent religiously, and that he diould communi- 
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cate to his men, as well as he was able, the scripture 
truths he had learned. This was faithfully done on his 
part, and he prayed with them with much apparent devo- 
tion. I was interested to see how readily they were dis- 
posed to obey to the extent of their knowledge, and I was 
•affected with the thought that so few were willing to 
come and teach these benighted minds. After they had 
closed their worship, I sang a hymn and prayed, and con^ 
versed with them. 

The inflammation in my head eontinmng, I bled myself 
copiously, which reduced my pulse for awhile, but in- 
creased my weakness, so that I could walk only a few 
rods without much fatigue. 

Sometimes, amidst all the evidences of God's mercy to 
me, I found my heart sinking in despondency, and was 
ready to say, I shall perish in these wild, cold mountains. 
It seemed, that such was my loss of strength, and I was 
becoming so emaciated, that I could not endiu-e the fatigue 
of traveling eight days longer over mountains on an ave- 
nge about six thousand feet high ; and as they range north 
and south, with only very narrow valleys between, and 
our course was only a little north of west, we were ccm- 
Btantly ascending and descending; and we could not dis« 
continue our journey for the want of provbions^ The 
thought that I must fail of accomplishing the object of my 
fnission, and close my life without a sympathizing friend 
with whom I could converse and pray ; and be buried in 
the solitary mountains, filled me with a gloom which I 
knew was wrong. My judgment was clear, but I could 
not make it influence the feelings of my heart At night 
I sometimes thought a pillow desirable, upon which to laj 
my aching, throblnng head, but my portmanteau was the 
only substitue, and I rested quietly upon the ground, and 
every morning arodse refreshed by sleep. 
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Monday, 21sL At an eariy hour we resumed our jour- 
ney, and oar horses hmng recruited with the rest and good 
£ire of yesterday, made a long day's journey. I bad no« 
ticed the mountain over which we pa^ed to day, which is 
about seven thousand feet high, two days before we ar- 
rived at the top ; and queried in my mind whether Charlie, 
my guide, would not depart in this instance from the com- 
mon custom of the Indians, which is to pass oyer the high- 
est parts of mountains, and to descend into the lowest val- 
leys. But we passed the highest pobt, excepting one 
peak, which is nearly perpendicular, and rises like an im- 
mense castle or pyramid. It is composed of basalt ; and 
around it volcanic rocks lie scattered in great profusion. 
At the base there are also excavations, around and below 
^hich there is a large quantity of lava* This is a granite 
mountain) most of which is in its natural state. The way 
hj which I calculated the height of the mountains is, that 
some of them are tij^d with perpetual snow ; and as 
eight thousand feet, in latitude 42<^, is the region of per- 
petual snow, there can be no doubt, as these do not vary 
greatly from each other, thaf'they average six thousand 
feet. 

I wps much interested with a curiosity upon this moun- 
tain, whidi was two granite rocks, each weighing many 
tons, placed one upon the other, like the parts of an hour 
glass. It was wonderful, how nicely the uppermost one 
was balanced upon the other. It would seem that a puff of 
wmd would blow it off" its centre* Charlie, the chief, seeing 
me one day examining minerals, with a magnifying glassi 
said, " these white men know every thbg. They know 
what rocks are made of, they know how to make iron, 
and how to make watches, and how to make the needle 
always point to the north.** They had seen a compass 
before, and when I showed them mine, they said, '^ that 
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'WGfoM keqfime from getting hsk^ A waterfall was seen 
descending down a high point of this mountain, and, l^ 
if9 continual foaming, looked like a white brit g^ii^ 
Its side. y 

We left our encampment, 6n the S3d, at an early boar 
and continued oar mountabous journey. Parts of the 
way the ascent and descent was at an angle of 45^, and in 
some places eren more steep; sometimes on the vo-ge of 
(fizzy precipices ; sometimes down shebres <rf rocks where 
my Indian horse would jump from one to another, and in 
other places would brace himself upon all fotars and slide 
down. I had become so \\eak that I could not walk on 
foot, but was (AKged to keep np€9k Ms back» Fi^quently 
between the mountams there would be only spotet enough 
for a rushing stream of the purest water to find its way; 
the bank on one side of which would terminate the de- 
scent of one mountain, and the other bank commence the 
ascent of another. The question often arose in my mind, 
can this section of country ever be inhabited, unless the 
mountains shall be brought low, and the valleys exalted 1 
But they may be designed to perpetuate a supply of wood 
for the wide-spread prairies ; and they may contain mmas 
of treasures, which, when wrought^ wilt need these forests 
for.fuel, and these rushing streams for Wttter pow^. RoadI 
may be constructed running north and south, so that trans^ 
portation may be made south to the SakiKm river, and 
north to the Coos-coots-ke.* 

After a fatiguing day's mareh, we encanqyed in a low 
stony place where there was but little grass, for tiie want 
of which some of our horses strayed away; Our men 

*Thd name of thU titer in the jooraal of Ctaric add L«Wi^ aad io m& 
other writings I havo seen, is written Ooo9-€oo8-kee. This signifies tho 
water water. Bat Coos-coots-ke signifies the little water. Coo^ w». 
tar; eoots»Httle; k«, te. Tkmmknmt^ 
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killed a deer, which was a very agreeable change from 
dried buffalo. 

Hie mountains over which we made our way on the 
23d, were of primitive formation, with the exception of 
some parts which were Tolcanic. Granite and mica slate 
predominated. In one place there were immense quanti- 
ties of granite, covering more than a hundred acres, in a 
broken state, as though prepared for making walls, mostly 
in cubic forms. In some places, the change from granite, 
in its natural state, to amygdaloid, was so gradual, that it 
would be difficult to say where the one ended and the 
other began ; like the change from day to night While 
riding along upon a narrow ridge of this mountain, I saw 
two small lakes a little down the sides; one on the right 
hand, which appeared to be very black, and the other up- 
on the left was very yellow with sulphur, issuing from a 
spring in the mountain side. These two lakes were 
directly opposite each other, and not far distant I should 
have examined them more minutely, had my strength per- 
mitted me to go down to them, and again ascend to 
where I must have left my horse. There was also much 
in the scenery around to admire ; mountain rising above 
mountain, and precipice above precipice. 

We spent the night in a valley, where there was a 
small meadow, well supplied with grass. The woods 
around were very dense, composed mostly of the new spe- 
cies of pine, which here were very tall and straight, not 
however very large in diameter. The neighborhood of 
beaver was indicated by the mud dam, and by the barked 
willows on the stream. The Indians brought in a wolve- 
rine which they had killed. 

Took an early departure, on the 24th, from our en- 
campment, and made good progress through the day. 
About the middle of the day, we ,came where we could 
6 
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loot; forward without hmx^ the ri^ oWrugted by 
mountains, and it was pleasant to have a proq?ect q?eii- 
ii^ into the wide worlds We cpntbued to descend^ until 
we came into a valley of considerable extenV through 
wl^ch flows a large branch oi flie Coos-coots-ke. Found 
to-day a ne^w species of elder j it grows five or six indies 
in diameter, and from ten to twenty feet high, bearing 
berries whidi are blue and pleasant to the taste, Kentuc 
caught some fine trout. 

Ha*e was a band of horses, belonging to the Nez 
Perc^, which they left last spring. They were in fine 
order* It is remarkable that their horses do not wander 
far from where they are left, ajtbougb there are no fences 
to inclose them- Some of the Indiana changed thfir 
horses and took fresh opes, relieving tbo^ which were 
worn down with journeying- 

On the 25th, we pursued our course down this.fertilc 
valley,, until one in the afternoon, when, contrary to my 
expectations> we left the branch of the Coos-coots-ke, • 
which took too much of a north direction, and ascended 
another high moui>tain, densely covered with woods. 
Among the largest trees is a new species of fir, single 
leafed, the bark thick and rough like the bark of hemloc, 
but the balsam is the same as the common fir, I saw 
more birds in this valley, than in all the country throu^ 
which I had passed west of the Rocky Mountains^ ; robins 
in great nutnbers, the magpie, and with them a new«pecie3 
of bird about as large as the magpie,, its qolor uniformly a 
dull red somewhat res^mblmg chocolate; Thermometer 
stood at 540. 

On the 26th, we proceeded but about four hours on our 
way, and encamped on the side of a mountain near its sum- 
mit; the distance to another suitable place for our hors^ 
over Sabbath, being top great Saw to-day, a new species 
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of antmal» socb a« I aeyer saw before. lit wag about as 
large as a martini and grobably of tbat genusu Its color 
was a bright orange redi- resembling a live coal of fire 9 
its fur appeared to be fine i ils bead was round and large; 
its ^es black) prominent and very piercing I wasfor- 
ward of my Indian^ and when it saw mej it sprang aboi;^ 
eight feet up a tree, ran part of the way up, but appeared 
afraid to ascend higher. Attempts were made to obtain 
it, but without success. An Indian hit it with an arrow> 
but did not kill it, and it came down and escaped. I saw 
in these mountains, a new variety of striped squirrel^ only 
about half as large as those found in the United Statea; 
and another Idadi m< every respect resemUing. Ihe red 
squirrel, but in color. It is nearly blacky excepting it9 
under parts, which are rufous, or reddidi yellow. Also a 
new species of pheasant, if it may be called, aphjeaaant^ 
It is nmcb smallef; than the common q>ecies; somewfafA 
fighter color-ed and more spotted ; it is gregarious like the 
commcm quail. It was remarkably tame, as if unac- 
quainted with enemies ; and when assailed with stones by 
the bdians, appeared to be amazed, and made scarcely 
any effort to escape. Its flesh wasr very good, and fiir- 
lUE^d aa additional supply to our wanii^ stock of pro« 
vi^ns. 

Sabbath, 27th. We continued in om encampment. 
My health was no better — perspired profusely last night, • 
and yet the inflammation was increasing — bled myself, 
and, though wes^kened, found rellej^ . 

We had religious ser^ices^ both ia the^ mprmng and 
afternoon of this day» as last Sabbath* Charlie, prays 
every morning and evening with hismen>,and asks a bless^ 
ing when tbiy eai,. Ini the aftfern^on> he, with Coropo, 
my interpreter, came a^ sat by me, and said, *^ w^ are 
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now near our country, and when we come into it, I wish 
you to look over it and see if it is good for cultiyation and 
for missionaries to lire in. I know but little about God — 
my people know but little — ^I wish my people to know 
more about God." He said he wished to talk with me 
much more,^ and was sorry I had not a better qualified in- 
terpreter. 

Monday, 28th, my health was improved, and we made 
a long day's march, and emerged from the mountains 
about two o'clock in the aflternoon. Not findbg water as 
we expected, we were obliged to travel on until near 
night, when we came to another branch of the Coos- 
eoots-ke, at which we found several lodges of Nez Perc^ 
Indians. A salute was fired, and then we were welcomed 
with a ceremonious, but hearty shaking of hands. They 
feasted us with excellent dried salmon, and I made tbem 
some small presents. I was rejoiced to find myself safely 
through the Salmon River Mountains, and convalesc^it. 
These mountains were far more difficult to pass tban the 
Rocky Mountains, as we could not take advantage of any 
valley, but one in which we journeyed only two-thirds of 
a day. Excepting in the middle of the days, the atmos- 
phere was cold, and firequently ice was formed during the 
night. It was a favor that we had no snow, which often 
falls upon the tops of the mountains very early in the au- 
tumn ; nor had we any storms, or unpleasant weath^ in 
our passage. Frequently, heavy gales of winds sweep 
through these mountains, and prostrate parts of the forest; 
but we had none to endanger us. 

On the 29th, we proceeded down thb branch more than 
half the day, and found the soil Uack and good, well cov- 
ered with grass, but dried into hay by the summer droutk. 
Here, as on mo9t prairies, there is much want of wood. 
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there being bat little besides what is found along the 
streams of water. This country continues to be volcanic, 
as is evinced by the abundance of lava and basalt. 
Came at noon to six Ibdges of Indians, who welcomed us 
with the same friendly expressions, as those did whare we 
encamped last night. We left the branch of the Coos- 
coots-ke and ascended westerly to the upper prairies, 
which are as fertile as the lower, and do not suffer more 
with the drouth. After a long and fatiguing ride over 
these prairies, we descended into a deep gulf, almost en- 
closed with perpendicular walls of basalt ; in the bottom 
of which, we found a large spring of water, whare we en- 
camped. 

Arose very early on the 30th, set forward, and made 
good progress, considering the exhausted state of our 
horses. Most of the streams were dried up, and one which 
is generally large, and where we intended to have arrived 
last night, was wholly destitute of water and grass. As- 
cending out of this gulf, we found toward the sumnut of 
the high prairie, a good spring of water, with aofficiency 
of grass, where we refreshed ourselves at noon. The 
hcnrses, contrary to my expectations, preferred the dried 
grass to the green. In the afternoon, we went through a 
section of country well supplied with woods, chiefly made 
up of yellow pine and white oak; where much of the soil 
appeared to be very good. Towards night we came to a 
stream of water running west, where we encamped. 
Thermometer 82^ at noon. 

. Thursday, October 1st Arose early with substantially 
better health, for which I cannot be too thankfuL Aft» 
traveling a few miles, we came to several lodges of Nez 
Percys, who gave us thek kind welcome, and seemed, as 
at the other lodges, much pleased to see their first chief. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Tkey ffianiftMted the same feelmgs on learniffg who I was, 
and the object of Wf conuDg into their country, as tbdr 
coui^men £d whom we met «t the rendezvous. Willi 
these Indians, I left two of my horses, whidi were too tmidi 
exhausted with tfaefatigues of our long journey to proceed 
any fertfaer. I had fearsthatlhey would not endure flie 
deprivatiotft of the coming winter, without any sbelter 
fitHD the eok) and stonns, and with nothing to eat except 
what &ey could find upon the prairies. 

We arrived, two o'clock in the afternoon, at the Lewis 
branch of the Columbia river, near the conflu^ice of the 
Coos-coots-ke. Though this is a large river, yet on ac- 
count of the summer's drouth there is less water flowing 
down its channel than I anticipated. 

A jqualid looking Indian tocdc us over Ihe ferry in a ca- 
noe, ^ch appeared as weather-beaten as hims^, and 
^reminded me of fabled Charon and hk cerulean boat. 

The country diffen much from what I bad e3cpected ; 
fer while the soil is generally good, and furnishes a- supply 
for graoiag, yet so great is the destituticm of summer rains, 
that some Idncb <tf grain cafnnot flourkh, espedally Vidian 
«om. The «rop8 sown in the faH of the year^ or very ear- 
ly in the spring, would probably be so fiU" advanced before 
the severity of the drouth, that they would do welL In 
general there is a great want of wood for building, farcing 
«nd fuel ; but at the confluence of these rivers a suj^ly 
may be brought down the Coo»<oots-ke. TTiis place 
combines many advantages for <a missionary station. 

I began to doubt the correctoess of the statements of 
«ome travelers, in regard to the great numbers of wild 
horses, and the inmiense multitudes of wolves, wl^oh th^ 
say they saw this ode the Rocky Mountains ; for 'Ss yet I 
bad se^ no wiU hcwfies, and only a tmyfmo wolves. We 
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passed die nigfat upon the wast bank c/[ Lema n^mf, or as 
k is more comiBoaly called, the Sbidoe river. 

Qd die 2d, we arose ciar^, bat were^tained Mtne time, 
before all oiir horses eodd be found. We started about 
e%bt, and prooecdedihree hours down tfaie rivcarto a^kee 
^b^e it tsdces a northerly bend, through a seclioii«f idoihi- 
itam wUch aa« difficult to be passed. Our^iKCt cowse 
to Walk Walk being west north-weitt, tire here left the 
Tirer and- followed a small stream up a vi^ey nearty to its 
source. The 'section of country through which we jour^ 
taeyed to-day was mountainous. One part of the river 
ibng wUdi we trailed w«s walled ^up widi volcamc 
racks. The bmest part was amygdaloid, about thirty feet 
high and very edhikr, terminating in a nartow horisc^fital 
!plab. Above this is superimposed tdumMr basalt ; the 
•columns of wfaidi are regular crystalioed pentagcaus ^t'^ 
rying ifirom two to four feet in diameter, rimag forty -fe^ 
Ittgh, perpettdiottkr excepting in one j^ce, wh^e they 
wele a littfe inclined. Above this fermatkm of cokmns 
there was a stratum of volcanic stones and disintegrated 
basa^,x)f some six or dght feet thickness, lying in a oon- 
fiised state. Then upon this another seotioa of basalt and 
amygdaloid of fifty feetdepdi, and so on towtbe b^i^t of 
three hundred feet, neady perp^uKcular. The p^tagons 
are as regularly fenmed, and have much the )S«ne afqpear- 
-aace, as those composing the Gianf s causeway in Ireknd. 
From the best obvervatioais I could make, I was led to 
conclude that the different sections were raised, at differ- 
ent periods of time, l^ widely extended subterranean fire& 
The basalt in this place, and also in almost all other plaiees, 
which I have yet seen, is of v^ dark color, conlaking 
augite, or black oxyd of iron; and is what Clarke and 
Lewis, and those who have cqpied from them, have called 
black rocks. 
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Saturday, 3d. We took an early departure from dot 
encampment, and had, through the day, an uncommcmly 
high wind from the weat, but a pleasant sun and clear at- 
mosphere. We have had no ram nnce the 12th of Juty, 
while on the east side of the mQUBtains, and not nKMre titrnn 
five cloudy days. The water this side the Rocky Mouiy* 
tains is exc§llent, and no country can possess a climate 
more condudve to health. After passing over a somewhat 
hilly country well covered with grass, we encamped for 
the night, and for the Sabbath, in a fertile vale upon mi 
upper branch of the Walla Walla river. Here we found 
three lodges oi Nez Perc^ who ware out on a hunt 6xc 
deer, and the women were gathering cammas roots. This 
root in some degree resembles in taste and nutritive {Hrop- 
erties the sweet potato, and ccmstitutes a large item of food 
for the Indians throughout a considerable section of coun- 
try, cm this Ade of Salmon river and the Salmon river 
mountains. The common tokens of frien&hip were iii- 
terchanged, and they presented us a share of such food as 
they themselves had. 

Sabbath, Oct. 4th. We had puUic worship, at which 
all the men, women and children oi three lodges attended. 
What there was of a truly spiritual nature in our worship, 
was known to the Searcher x)f hearts, but there was the 
appearance of devotion, and good attention was paid to 
what was said. It is affecting to see the anxiety these In- 
dians manifest to know what they must do to please Ood, 
and to obtain salvation. 

I employed part of the day in reading Vincent's Expla- 
nation of the catechism. This is an excellent compendium 
oi divinity, and is too much neglected in families and Sab- 
bi^h Schools. 

Early, on the 6th, we pursued our journey down the 



Digitized by 



Google 



VALL£Y OP THfe WALLA WALLA. 129 

Walla Walla river, through a beautiful valley of thirty 
miles in extent, parts of which are overgrown with the 
common trees and shrubs of such locations, interspersed 
with wild roses. The prairie hen, the avoset, the robin, 
and varieties of smaller birds, seem to h&ve selected this 
as a favorite retreat ; while the animals, which we have 
been seeking for game, desert this delightful place and find 
their dwellings on more rugged tracts. Thb spot im- 
pressed nie favourably as the situation for the missionaries 
who should succeed me, and in every thing but its popu- 
lousness would furnish advantages beyond any I have as 
yet seen. Indians of di&rent tribes border on, and around, 
this valley, and the location is therefore less central for 
any one of them. They might, however, be brought by 
degrees to collect and settle down around a mission station, 
when once it should be established. 

October 6th. We arose early and commenced our jour- 
ney with the animating hope of reaching Walla Walla, 
and of seeing civilized people before noon. Ascended 
the bluffs and passed over an undulating prairie of good 
soil, leaving the Walla Walla river to our left* As 
we drew near the Columbia river, the soil became more 
and more sandy. Before we arrived at the fort, my atten- 
tion was arrested by seeing cows and other cattle, in fine 
order, feeding upon the bottom land ; and the sight was 
not only novel, after having been so long absent from civ- 
ilized life, but was the more interesting because unexpect- 
ed. As we came near the fort, the Indians fired their cus- 
tomary salute, and then rushed forward to the gate. Mr. 
P. C. Pambrun, the superintendent, met us, and gave me 
a kind welcome. I never felt more joy in entering a hab- 
itation of civilized men, whose language \^as not strange. 
I felt that I had cause of thankfulness, that God, in bis 
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great mercy, and by his watchful providence, had brought 
me in safety and with restored health to this place. Soon 
I was invited into another apartment to breakfast; and it 
was truly pleasant again to sit in a chair ^^ at a table spread 
with furniture, and such luxuries as bread and butter, su- 
gar and milk, of which I had been deprived for about 
three months. 

I arrived here in six months and twenty-three days after 
leaving home — forty-five days from Rendezvous — and 
twenty from entering the Salmon river mountains. 
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CHAPTER Vra, 

Deficriplion of Walla Walla— the kind treatment of the Indians by the 
Hadson Bay Gompany^leave Walla Walla for FortVanconveiy-lo- 
qnacions orator— rajMds—iiitrodiictioB to the Cayiwe Indians — ^mom- 
ing prospects— long rapids— Volcanic moontains — trial of Indian gen- 
erosity — ^arrival at the fjsills of the Columbia river — ^rousing effects of 
oratory — ^La Dalles — ^Boston trading company— remarkable subsi- 
dence— Cascades— Ghenooks are the Flatheads and Nez Percys; 
dangerous rapids — ^Indian buying places — PiUar vock— interesting 
water&ll — sea fowl — arrive at Fort V mcouver. 

Fort Walla Walla is situated on the south side of the 
Columbia river, ten miles below the confluence of the Co- 
lumbia and Lewis' river, which last is commonly called, 
by the people belonging to the Hudson Bay Company, 
Nez Perc^ river j and one mile above the Walla Walla 
river, in latitude 46o S', longitude 119o 3(y. The Fort 
is built of logs, and is internally arranged to answer the 
purposes of trade and domestic comfort, and externally for 
defense, having two bastions, and is surrounded by a stoo- 
cade. Two miles below the fort there is a range of 
mountains running north and south, which, though not 
high, are yet of considerable magnitude ; and where the 
Columbia passes through, it is walled up on both sides 
with basalt, in many places three hundred feet perpen- 
dicular height. The soil for considerable distance around, 
with the exception of some strips of bottom land, is sandy, 
and for the want of summer rains is not productive. This 
establishment is not only supplied with the necessaries of 
life, but also with many of its conveniences. They have 
cows, horses, hogs, fo^ds, &c. and cultivate com, pota 



Digitized by 



Google 



192 HUD9Qlf BAY COMFASY. 

toes, and a yariety of garden regetables ; and might en- 
large these and other productions to a great extent 
They also keep on hand dry goods and hardware, not only 
for their own convenience, but also for Indian trade. 
During most of the year they have a good supply of fish, 
and salmon of the first quality, in abundance. 

Wednesday, 7th. Continued in this place. Settled 
with my interpreter, gave presents to my Indians, and 
made arrangements for leaving to-morrow, in a canoe 
propelled by Indians belonging to the Walla Walla tribe, 
for Fort Vancouver, which is two hundred miles (town the 
Columbia. 

Thus am I putting myself, without fear, into the hands 
of Indians, where a few years ago an escort of fifty men 
was necessary for safety, and shall have to pass places 
which have been battle grounds between traders and 
Indians. 

The gentlem^ belonging to the Hudson Bay Company 
are worthy of commendation for their good treatment ot 
the Indians, by which they have obtained their friendship 
and confidence, and also for the efbrts^ which some few 
of them have made, to instruct thore about them in the 
first principles of our holy religion ; especially in regard 
to equity, humanity, and moraUty. This company is of 
long standing, have become rich in the fur trade^ and 
intend to perpetuate the business; therefore they con- 
sult the proj^perity of the Indians as mtimately connected 
with their own. I have not heard, as yet, of a single 
instance of any Indians being wantonly killed by any 
of the men belonging to this Company. Nor have I 
beard any boasting among them of the satisfaction taken 
in killing or abusing Indians, that I have elsewhere 
heard. 

Thursday, 8th. My thre^ WaUa Walla Indians having 
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got all things in readiness, mats, provisions, &c. Aimished 
by the kindness of Mr. Pambrun, and be havbg given 
them their instructions, I went on board the canoe at nine 
o'clock in the morning, and having passed the usual salu- 
tations, we shoved off, and gently glided down the river, 
which here is three-fourths of a mile wide. I felt myself 
in a new situation — my horses dismissed — in a frail canoe 
upon the wide waters of the Columbia, subject to winds, 
and with rapids and falls on the way, and among stifanger 
Indians, two hundred miles by water before I could expect 
to find any white men ; to pass through several nations 
whose languages are entirely diSerent ; yet the change 
from hqrseback, for months over mountains and plains, 
through defiles and ravines, was anticipated with satis- 
faction. 

My three Indians were well acquainted with the river 
^ with the art of managing the canoe. One of them 
understood the Nez Perc^ language tolerably well, was 
Tery loquacious and vain, and wished to be thought a man 
of importance. He told me, he was to do the talking, and 
the other two were to do as he should directs On account 
of his importance and loquacious habits I called him my 
orator. One of the other two, who took the stem and 
steered the canoe, was a stout, bravimy, savage looking 
man> excepting the expression of his countenance, which 
was indicative of intelligenpe and good nature. The third, 
who took the bow, was an able and well disposed young 
man. The channel through the volcanic mountain, a little 
below the fort, is one of the wonders of nature ; how it was 
formed through the immensely hard basaltic rocks to the 
depth of about three hundred feet, and for the distance of 
two or three m^es, remains unexplained. But my atten- 
tion was so much taken yp with the boiling eddies and 
^e varying currents, that Hid not take tho^ observations 
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whieh under different circumstances might have been made^ 
and which the scenery and phenomena demanded. In one 
place, as we passed out of the mountain channel, the rivar 
ran so rapidly over a rocky bed, and the water was so 
broken, that I thought it unsafe to continue in the canoe, 
and requested my Indians to put me ashore. My talking 
Indian said, ^^ tois,** (good.) I told him, waiitu tois^kap' 
seisy (not good, bdt bad.) But he still said, /ot$, tois, 
and I concluded, that they would not decline putting me 
on shore, ii there was any particular danger. The man at 
the stem put off into the middle of thjB rirer, where the 
water was the smoothest, but where the current was equal- 
ly' strong, and with his keen eye fixed upon the Tarying 
eddies, -applied his brawny arms to the work; and when- 
ever a change of his paddle from one side of the canoe to 
the other was necessary, it was done in the twinkling of 
an eye. Any failure of right management would hare 
been disastrous; \>Tit they kept the canoe in the right di- 
rection, and we shot down with such velocity, together 
witii the breaking in of some water, as to cause solicitude. 
But this served to make the smooth parts, when we ar- 
rived at them, more pleasant, and to render my mind more 
tranquil in regard to future dangers. 

At two o*clock in the afternoon, we called at an en- 
campment of Cayuse Indians of about a dozen lodges. 
When we had come within hearbg, my orator announced 
our approach and informed them who I was, and the ob- 
ject of my tour, and they must prepare to receive me with 
all due respect — that I was not a trader, and that I had 
not come with goods, but to teach them how to worship 
God. They arranged themselves in single file, the chiefs 
and principal men forward, then the mor« common men, 
next the women, according to their rank, the wives of 
chiefs, the old women, the young — and then the children 
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according to age. All things being made rea^, the sa- 
lute was fired^ and I landed and shook hands with all, even 
the youngest children, many of whom, when they present- 
ed the hand, would turn away their faces through fear. I 
made them some presents, and bought of them some dried 
salmon and cranberries. These were the first cranberries 
I had seen west of the Rocky Mountains, and they were 
a grateful add. The Indians expressed much satisfaction 
in seeing me, and the object of my coming among them. 
I told them I could not explain to them all I wished, but 
they must meet me next spring at Walla Walla, where I 
should have an interpreter, and then I would tell them 
about God. After again shaking hands with them, we 
went on our way. 

At five o'clodc we landed upon the north shore, and en- 
camped near a large number of Nez Perc^ Indians, who 
came about me with the tokens of friendship and kmdness, 
which characterize their nation. Amcmg their acts of 
kindness they l»rought me wood, which in this section of 
the country is scarce ; and gathered small bushes and 
grass to make my bed upon. 

October 9th. We arose before day, and as soon as any 
Kght appeared, resumed our voyage down the river. The 
morning was pleasant, the country around open and diver- 
sified with rolUng prairies, and the distant mountain tops 
were mdilowed with the opening beams of the rising sun. 
It was a time for pleaang contemplations, such as banish- 
ed all feelings of solitude, although no sound broke upon 
the ear, except the regularly timed strokes of the paddles 
of my Indians, who were urging forward the canoe with 
an accderated velocity, greater than the current of the 
m&c would have carried us. 

About the middle of the day, thesilence was interrupted 
by the roar of a distant rapid, the sound of which continued 
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to increase, until the white breaking water was presented 
to view. For several miles the bed of the river was filled 
with rocks, and several rocky islands and shoals, among 
which the whirling and foaming water was forcing its 
way. The only part of the river, which presented any ap- 
pearance of safety, was along near the south shore. This 
had somewhat the appearance of a wake. My bidians 
made no movement for landing, but kept near the middle 
of the river. On my exprelssing some apprehensions of 
dangor, they pointed toward the wak* and said, **^o&." I 
pointed forward and toward the north ttiore, and said, kap- 
sehy (bad.) TTiey answered, "af, kapsHif^ and with the 
language of signs accompanying their words, told me they 
would keep the canoe in the good water, and it would not 
fill, nor be drawn into the bre^ken^. JMfy confidence in 
their skill of management being wdl established, I made 
no objection to their going forward, and in a very short 
time we had passed the apparent danger, and #ere gliding 
along over the smooth swfece on the south ade of a large 
island, about six miles long. 

During the day, the country around was comparatively 
level, covered with a black soH, which- appears to have 
been formed by atmospheric agents decomposing the vol- 
canic substances, which so generally abound. This sec- 
tion of the country is well supplied with grass, which du-- 
fmg the summer drouth is .converted into hay. Who can 
calculate the multitudes of cattle and i^eep, which 
might be kept here summer and winter, vnth no other labot 
than the care of a few herdsmen and s*epb«ds. W6 en- 
camped upon the north side of the river among somfe sand 
hills, a little betow ^veral lodges of the Walla Walla In- 
dians, to whom I had the usual and formal introduction. 

I was pleased to find Indians belonging to difierent 
tribes scattered along tins river^ livmg in harmony, "^itb* 
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out anj feuds or jealoosies. It speaks much in favor <rf 
i^m kind and peaceable dispositions. 

On the 10th/ we arose before day, after a night's com- 
fortable rest, and by the first breaking light had our bag- 
gage on board and. were under Way. Towards the mfaMle 
g( the day we came to a more mountainous tract of coun- 
try, and at a place where the mountains crossed the riyer, 
were very rocky rapids, but by winding our way amcmg 
islands near the north dicMre, we made a safe descent. 
About noon a head wind, which commenced in the fore- 
part of the the day, had become fresh, and the wares be- 
gan to midtiply their white caps, so that it was dangerous 
navigation for our canoe, and we had to land and wait for 
a more frivoraUe time. We encamped on the north side 
of the river, under a very high and rcHnantic basaltic 
mountain ; in some parts near us the rodcy walls were 
more than two hundred feet in perpendicular height — in 
one place hanging over. In some places, and at difierent 
altitudes of this immense wall, there were cavities of con- 
siderable magnitude, and in others, wide and deep fissures ; 
thn»igh one of which passes the road traveled by pedes- 
trians and those oa horseback. This place is ten miles 
above the falls of the Cohimltta, v^iich the Indians call 
the turn turn, the same expreanon Uiey use icnr the beat- 
ing of the heart. 

About a mile above us, some Walla Wallas were en- 
camped, many of whom came to my tent and wiidied to 
enter into trade with me, offering beaver at a low price. 
I told them to trade was not my business, any farther than 
to buy Salmon, &c. for food. My orator told me one of 
them was a Meohoty a chief, and would expect a present. 
As a trial of their disposition, I told him they had not 
brought me any wood for a fire, and I would not give 
diem any thing tmtil Uiey showed their kindness. But he 
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mAl mus(t mak^ the ^liief a pre^mt, afti hity df ^etti 
wood. I replied, waUtUy if be is a chief let hhn Aom 
tibe generosity of a chief. V^ socm they bright wood, 
afid a ftre wacs 4ilade, which I followed with some pr«- 

Milts. 

tSt^ha&, llikk. W« conttmied In^ the same enca^ap- 
floent, and lay Iteo^fs desire wafi istich excited A»:*the sal- 
ration of these po(»r heathen. There was m 'suffieient 
namber here to have made a decent congregation if I b«d 
possessed any xne^nom of commut»6ation. TlieirlflBigtiage 
£fiero from ^e Nez 'Peit^ «> Ihat I <x>uld have no dom- 
anmicatmi mth tbdm except thcoogfa my ctvtor, w]k> 
asked me if he dionld teach ^ese LxUans what he had 
kamed ^bmi Gtod «nd ias won^ip. I gav^ him permis- 
mon, thou^ I rfeared iie was .mflcenced more by kte of 
distinction than -any higbcr laotiTe y but atiU I would re* 
jotce,if atty true %fat shooid be imparted to them. 

I arose the iaito* part of the night ^t the ISth^ and the 
weather being cafan, and the moon idiining pleasantly, We 
lock our d^aitiire fer the Falli^ where we arrived some 
-time before 4ay. %bove the Falls there is a large iidand,- 
<m :the -soufli ^e of whidi is a commoAoos ^y^ near 
which, end Qpdn the TirerDe ShirteS, whidi here unites 
with the ColiBnbia,^ere is a village of the Fall Indiaifi 
of about thirty lodges. Here we landed, and my talker 
-raised iris oratorical Toice to sudi a note as aroused the 
whole vilki^, calling i^on tbe chiefs to arise, and with 
.their people arecei^^ Ifae personage with hkn in due Atrm. 
it-nras but a short time before their Kne uv^ formed, the 
first chief lea^ng the way, and others according to their 
.radc and age Allowing, and the ceremony c^ diaking 
hands was performed ; and aU retired to their loc^^ 
Again. 

Thereis a freat mmt of neatness among ImUans in 



Digitized by 



Google 



tA "DAIifflK. ISO 

genend, bi^ more especially among those on thb rirer, 
who live by fishing. 

Here we left our canoe, and took horses and proceeded 
by land^ upon 'the south side of the river, passing by the 
l^TlSy and -down the La Dalles, six miles. From the lower 
end of the bland where the rapids begin, to the perpen- 
dicular fall, is about two miles ; and here the river con- 
tracts, when the water is low, to a v^ narrow space, and 
"with only a short distance of swift water, it makes its 
plunge twenty feet or more perpendicular ; and then, after 
a short distance <^ rapids, dashing against the rocks, 
moves on in a narrow passage filled with rapids and 
^dies, among volcanic rocks, called the La Dalles, four 
xuieB ; and "^en steads out into a gentle, broad ehann^ 
At the Falls and fhe La Dalles below, there are severd 
portages, where boats and canoes, as well as baggage, 
-have to be transported. The geoh>gical fi)rmati(m along 
this distance is 43inguliu*. With the exception of a few 
iiigh hilk and bldO&, the shore and lan^ suound are but 
little above the river in the fire^et rise ; and yet the«han- 
nel <^the titer is through the hmlest basalt and amygda- 
loid. Has this channel worn this solid rock formation ? 
K «o, ^ what time ? There is no appearance of the 
<^annel having worn perceptibly deeper, since the rocks 
:firom tbeir melted state, were sforead out into thebr present 
rendition, which must have taken place centuries and 
•oentiHieB ago. As I have no confidence in theories 
fcnmded upon conjecture, nor in Indian traditions, I leave 
the subject for others to tdl us how these fhmgs took 
place. Former visiters, among whom I name DoctOard- 
Ber, a learned Englidi naturalist whom I saw at Oahu, 
Sandwibh Islands, expressed his entire inabiUtjr satisfac- 
torily to afccouiit for iBbia peculiar phenomenon. Near does 
nhelndiaii tnklitmn, that tiie Gnat TTo// made ttiis, to- 
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gether with all the spenery that delighted my eye as I 
passed down the riyer, relieve the mind of its irrepres^ble 
curiosity. This is one of the best locations for salmon 
fishmg, and great nnmbers of Indians collect in the 
season (^ taking them^ which commences the last of 
Aprils or the first of May, and continues several months. 

At the lower part of the La Dalles, I found Captain 
Wyeth from Boston, with a small company of men going 
up the river to Fort Hall. Capt. Wyeth, who is an intel- 
ligent and sociable man, had the charge of the business of 
a company formed in Boston, for salmon filing on the 
Columbia, and for trade and trapping iA the region of the 
mountains. The plan of the company was to send a ship 
annually around Cape Horn into Columbia river, to bring 
out goods for trade, and to take home the salmon and furs 
which should be obtained during the year. It was expec- 
ted that the profits on the salmon would defray all com- 
mon expenses, and that the profits en the furs would be 
clear, and yield a handsome income. But thus far the en- 
terprise has been attended with many disasters, and the 
loss of many lives — several of the men were drowned, and 
others killed by Indians. 

Here I dismissed my Walla Walla Indians, to return, 
and Tilki, the first chief of the La Dalles Indians, engaged 
to furnish me with a canoe and men to canry me to Fort 
Vancouver. I spent the night with Capt. Wyeth, and 
obtained from him a short vocabulary of the Chenook lan- 
guage, to enable me to do common business with the In- 
dians residmg along on the lower part of this river. 

Tuesday, 13th. I left at nine o'clock in the mcmiing, 
in the canoe with three men furnished by Tilki, and made 
good progress down the river, which here flows in a wide 
and gentle current. Many parts of the way, the river is 
walled up with high and perpendicular basalt At the 
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lower part of tb^ La Dalles, commences a wooded country, 
which becomes more and more dense as we descend, 
and more broken with high hills and precipices. I ob- 
served a remarkable phenomenon— trees standing in their 
natural position in the river, in many places whore the wa- 
ter is twenty feet deep, and rising to a high or freshet 
water mark, which is fifteen feet above the low water. 
Above the freshet rise, the tops of the trees are decayed 
and gone. I deferred forming an opinion in regard to the 
cause, until I should collect more data. About the 
middle of the day a south wind began to blow, and 
continued to increase until it became necessary to go on 
shore and encamp, which we did about four in the after- 
noon. 

On the 14th, we did not make much progress on ac- 
count of wind and rain. We encamped in a cavern under 
a large projecting rock, the upper part of which was 
formed of basalt, the lower of conglomerate. Although 
this was at least six miles from the Cascades, yet the roar 
of the water could be distinctly heard. The same pheno- 
menon of the trees continued. I paid particular attention 
to the condition of the shores of the river, and the adjacent 
hills and mountains, to see if there were any escarpments 
presenting such condition as would furnish evidence of 
their having descended by landslips; but as there were 
no such appearances, and the condition of the trees was 
the same where there were no hills and mountains near, I 
was led to conjecture, that I should find the river at the 
Cascades dammed up with volcanic productions ; and I 
was induced to believe it would be found so, from the 
fact, that the river, the whole distance from the La 
Dalles, is wide and deep, and moves with a sluggish 
current. 

On the l&th, the wind and rain ccmtimiing through the 
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moniiiig, I did not leare my encampment mxtil won, ^al 
we set forward and arrived at the Caacade» at two Q^clock 
in the afternoon. The trees, to^ay^ were still more nu* 
merous, in many places standing in deep water, and we 
bad to pick our way with the eanoe in some places^ sb 
through a forest The water of the river is so clear, that I 
had an opportunity erf examining their poatiwi dowa t0 
the spreading roots, and found them in. ih/^ same condition 
as when standing in the natural fc^-estf iLs I approached 
the Cascades, instead of finding an embankment formed 
from, volcanic eruptions, the shores^above the falls were 
low, and the velocity of the water began to aeeelermte two*> 
thirds of a mile above the mam rapid. On a fidl exami'- 
nation, it is plainly, evident that here has been a subsiden€e 
g[ a tract of land^ more than twenty miles ia lengthy and 
about a mile in width. The trees stan^Hng in the water 
are found mostly towiurds^ and near the north Aore, and 
yet, ftom the depth of the river and its sluggish movemesit, 
I should conclude the subsidence afiected the whole bed. 
That the trees are not wholly decayed down to low wat^r 
mark, proves that the subsidence is comparativdy of recent 
date ; and their undisturbed,, natural pcmtion, proves, that 
it took place in, a tranquil manner, not by any tremendoui3 
convulsion of nature., The cause lies concealed, but the 
fact is plain. That parts of forests may in this way sub^ 
merge, is evid^t from similar facts. The noted one on 
the eastern coast of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, En^and, 
is about fift^n feet below low water markj extencBng ei^l- 
ward a considerable distanice from, the shore, in which 
stumps and roots of trees are seen in their natural positiofk 
So manifest is the evidence of great changea having tidken 
place by volcanic power, in these regions west of thcRoaqr 
Mountains, both by upheaving and subsidence, that we 
are led to enquire whether th^e are nstt m^f sih^ agents 
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ia operatiop^ and upoa such materials^ that the valleys 
d^all be literally exalted, and the mountains be made low, 
a^d waters spring up in the deserts. 

Tb^ Cascades!, so called to distingnidi liiem from the 
Falls, dp ^^ difier materially from themi except in the 
wild romantic scenery arouncL There is no perpendicular 
fall, but tbe water concentrates, from ita wide spread fonuy 
tQ a Tery narrow compass, and then rushes with gr^at im** 
petuosi^ down an almost perpendicular precipice, twenty 
or thirty feet, and continues in a foaming and whirling de- 
scent most of the way five miles farther^ where it meets 
the tide waters from tbe Pacific ocean. Above tbe falls^ 
in the river^ there are many islands, but none of them are 
v«ffy large«-HK)me are only voloanic rocks* The cowi^ 
about the Cascades, and many miles below9isr very moun* 
taiAjQu^ especially on tbe sou^ ande. The volcaniA peaks 
ace as diyersified in their shapes as they are numerous, 
beiqg conical, denticulated, and needlof^pointed, riidng 
from 01^ to fifte^ hundred feet While iniagiaation ge^- 
^aUy overdraws her pctureii^ nature here has furnished 
abundant seope fox; all her powers* 

A little above the Cascades, upon.tbe, north shore, ^re 
is a small.village^of CbenooVs. These IncHans are tbe 
00^ real Ftalheads and Nez Pej^s, I have found. They 
both flatten their> heads aad pierce their noses.. The flat** 
tenipg of their b.eacii isnot so gr^at a deformity as is gen- 
erally supposed* From a little above Jhe eyes to tho apex 
or CTpvitk of tbe head, iim». is a depressioui but not gener*^ 
ally in adult persons very 90ticeablet The piercing of 
the nose is a greater deformitj^ and is> done: by inserting 
two scaall, tapi^ring, white shells, about two inches lpng> 
through the low^r part of the cartilaginous^ division of the 
nose^ These shells are of the genus dentaliumj they in- 
habit the Pacific shore^ aQd are an article of traffic, among 
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the natives. I called at this village to obtain men to car- 
ry our canoe by the portage of the Cascades. They wished 
to engage in trade with me in several articles of smaU 
value, which I declmed, informing them that my business 
was of a different nature. While detained, the daughter 
of the chief, fancifully decked out in ornaments, and in all 
her pride and native haughtiness, walked to and fro to ex- 
hibit, to the best advantage, her fine, erect, and stately 
person. 

After considerable delay, I obtained four Indians to car- 
ry the canoe about one hundred rods by the principal rap- 
ids, or falls, for which I gave each five charges of powder 
and balls ; and an additional reward to one to carry a part 
of my baggage a mile and a half past the most dangerous 
rapicb, to a basin just below another r^id, formed by large 
rocks confining the river to a very narrow passage, through 
which it rushes with great impetuosity. My Lidians ran 
the canoe over this rapi^ I was much concerned for 
their safety ; but they chose to do it Two years before, 
the men of the Hudson Bay Company cordelled several 
batteaux down this rapid — ^part of the men going in the 
boats, and part on the shore cordeUing. The rope of one 
broke, and the batteau, in spite of the efforts of the men 
in it, was hurried out into the surging and whirling waves 
among the rocks — capsized and all were lost 

I walked about four miles, until I had passed all the 
rapids of any special danger. About three-fourths of a 
mile below the uppermost cascade, following an Indian 
path, I came to a pleasant rise of ground, upon which 
were several houses of a village, inhabited only in time of 
taking salmon. They were both larger and far better con- 
structed than any I had seen in any Indian country. They 
were about sixty feet long, and thirty-five wide, the frame- 
work very well constructed and covered with split planks 
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and cedar IwA. A Bttle back of these houses a smaS beau- 
fiful lake spreads itself out, cm the surface of which some 
dozens of wHd ducks were enjoying ttie quietness of its 
•(ditude. M I CiHitinued down the In£an path, at no 
great diilaiice fifom the Tillage, I came to sereral deposi- 
torifes elf *eir dead. They were built of plank sj«t from 
babam fir and cedwr, about eight feet long, six Wide, and 
five high, and WeK covered. At one end is vfioLt may be 
caSed a door, upon which are paintings of Tarious derices, 
i4iich do not appear to be demgncd for any oAer {Airpo^ 
than for ornament Some had painting upon the sides as 
Unell la upon the doorS. I had wifii me two Indttt^ who 
paid no particular attention to Aem, more than wediould 
m passfog a burying ground. They pointed mt fo thei6, 
and Hiade ashort, solemn pause, wi&out any actions whkh 
wlotild ifii^ic^te their paying homage to flie pictures or any 
Ofiier object the number of tiiese depositories I «d not 
ascertain, as many of them were so far decayed, as to be 
hardfy cBstinguishable ; but Acre #ere eight or ten iii 
^oid condition. Below thus we passed several houses c{ 
less magnitude than those above ; and while flie flbors of 
flwfce were on a leve! with the sur&ceof Ae ground, these 
were sunk about four foet below, and the wa& rose only 
about three feet above the ground. It wotdd iteem fliat 
(hese were designed for winter habitations, but at fliis 
time their occupants were all absent. At the distance of 
four miles below the mam cataract, the country, oh the 
noT&i nde, spreads out into a level, fertile plain, whith 
near the river is a prairie, a little distance back covered 
with dense forests ; while on the south side of the rivc^ it 
is very mountainous. 

Toward the lower part of Brant idand I re-embarked, 
and we proceeded a few miles farther, arid encampedbfelow 
PiHar rock, over against an extraordinary cascade of wa- 
7 A 
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ter which descends the moontam from the south. Pillar 
rock is of basaltic formation, situated on the Borth side of 
the river, a few rods from the shpre, on a narrow strip o£ 
rich bottom«land, wholly isolated, rising five hundred feet^ 
on the river side perpendicular,, and on the others nearly 
so. Upon all, except the river side, there are narrow off- 
sets upon which grow some cedars, and also a few upon 
the highest point. The base in proportion to the height, 
is very small, giving the whole the appearance of an enor- 
mous pUlar. This is one of. the astonishing wonders of 
volcamc operations. 

The cascade i:^n the south i^e of the river first istrikes 
the view at an elevation oi not less than a thousand feet ; 
and by several offsets the water descends in a white foam- 
ing sheet, at an angle of sixty or eighty degrees, present- 
ing the i^pearanoe of a white belt laid upon tiie «de of 
the mountain. In two plac^ the descent is perpendicu- 
lar ; the lowest is probably not less than two hundred feet^ 
and before the stream reaches the bottom, it is dissipated 
into spray and disappears^ until you see it again collecting 
itself at the foot of the mountain, and after wendii^ its 
. way a short distance, it unites with the Columbia. The 
whole scene, combining the ruggedness and wildness of 
nature's most romantic forms, with its most magnificent, 
filled my mind with admiration both of the work and its 
Author. 

On the morning of the 16th, I arose before day, called 
my Indians, and as.soon as any light appeared, we again 
launched into the broad river, in our frail canoe. For 
about ten miles, the surrounding country was mountain- 
ous, forming bold shores, after which the mountains recede^ 
and the river spreads out in some places from one to three 
moles wide, and an extensive r^on around presents the 
appearance of a rich soil well adapted to agricuUurc 



Digitized by 



Google 



cvnMzjLTHa. 147 

There are aoaie fine prairies, bot the greatest part is thick- 
ly wooded In this part of the river are many fertile 
islands, flome of which are large; the current moves oa 
geotty, and the whole scenery around is fascinating. As 
I descended towards the Pacific ocean, water fowl, such 
as geese, swans, and a very great variety of ducks, began 
to multiply ; also every now and then seals made their 
appearance, so that I became cheered with the increasing 
exhilnticHis of animated nature, greater than I had witness- 
ed once leaving the buffalo country. Unexpectedly, 
about the middle of the day, on the north shore in a thick 
gcove of large firs, I saw two white men, with a yoke of 
oxen, drawing logs for sawing. I hailed them, and en- 
. quired of them the distance to Fort Vancouver. They re- 
plied, " only seven miles around yonder point, down that 
prairie." Soon we came to a large saw-mill, around which 
were large piles of lumber and several cottages. This 
looked like business upon a much larger scale than I had 
expected. I called a short time at this establishment, 
where I found several Scotch laborers belonging to the 
Hudson Bay Company, with their Indian families. Al- 
though it was then about noon, they offered me a break- 
fast of peas and fish, taking it for granted that men who 
travel these western regions, eat only when they can get 
an opportunity. At two in the afternoon, we arrived at 
Fort Vancouver, and never did I feel more joyful to set 
my feet on shore, where I expected to find a hospitable 
people and the comforts of life. Doct. J. McLaughlin, a 
chief factor and the superintendent of this fort, and of the 
business of the Company west of the Rocky Mountains, 
received me with many expressions of kindness, and invi- 
ted me to make his residence my home for the winter, and 
as long as it would suit my convenience. Never could 
such an invitation be more thankfully received. 
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It T^as now seyen months and two di^ Aace I left my 
borne, and during that time, exceptmg a few delays, I kad 
been constantly journeying, and tbe last fifiy-nx days, 
with ImKans only, I felt that I had great r^uson for grati- 
tilde to God for his merciful providences toward me, in de- 
fending and so providmg for me, that I had mA grei^ 
suffered a single day for the want of food. For mondis I 
had no bread nor scarcely aigr vegetables, and I often feh 
that a change and a variety would have been agreeable, 
bat in no instance did I suffer y nor in any case was I 
brought to the necesuty of eating dojp^ or k&neftesh. In 
every exig^icy some^bg wholesome and palatable was 
provide^. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Description oi Fcaet Yaocouver— departare for Fort George and moalii 
of the Colombia— mpnthB of the Moltnoinah— Wftppatoo Iiland— 
May Dacre — Ooffia Bock — Cowalitz river — IndiaH friendship — Pacific 
ocean — Gray's bay — ^Astoria. 

Fort Vai«oouver is situated on the north side of the Co* 
Um\iz rirer, about ^xty rods from the shore, upon a prsd* 
rie of some few hundred acres, surrounded with dense 
woods. The country around for a great distance, is gen«> 
erally level uid of good soil, covered with heavy forests^ 
eaccepting some prairies interspersed, and hi» a pleasant 
»ped. It is in north latitude 45<^ 37', and longitude 
1229 5(K, west from Greenwich— *one hundred miles from 
fte Padfie ocean. The enclosure is strongly stoccaded, 
tidrty-seven rods long, and eighteen rods wide, Dacing the 
aoatb. There are about one hundred white persons be^ 
longing to thi* estaUishment, a»id an Indian population of 
three hundred in a small compass contiguous. There are 
eight substantiaL builcfings within the enclosure,, and a 
great numb^ of small ones without 

October 17th. After a night's rest in this fort, I left for 
Fort George, siluated ninety-one miks below, near the 
confluence of the Columbia with the Pacific, known in the 
United Stated by the name of Astoria. I took this early 
departure that I might visit the lower part of the river and 
tve sea coast, and return before the rainy season should 
commence; and ako to avail myself of a passage in the 
May Bacre, from Bostoh, Capt. Lambert, a brig belonging 
to Captain Wyeth and Compasy, wbieb was lying twiaii- 
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ty-three miles below^ at the lowest mouth of the Multno- 
mah. Mr. J. K. Townsend, an ornithologist from Phila- 
delphia, accompanied me to the brig. Our canoe was 
large and propelled by Sandwich Islanders, of whom there 
are many in this country, who have come here as sailors 
and laborers. Five miles below the fort, we passed the 
main branch of the Multnomah. It is a large river^ coming 
from the south, and is divided by islands into four branches 
at its confluence with the Columbia. Here ^commences 
the W^ppatoo island, so called from a nutritive root found 
in the small lakes in the interior, winch is much sought 
for by Indians as an article of food. This island is about 
eighteen miles long, and five miles wi^, formed l^ a part 
of the Multnomah, branching off about six miles up the 
mam river, running in a westerly and nortb-westerly 
direction, and uniting with the Columbia eighteen ndles 
below the main branch. The branch which flows around 
and forms the island, is about fifteen rods wide, and of 
sufficient depth for small shipping, most of the year. It 
was upon tUs island the Multnomah Indians formerly re- 
sided, but they have become as a tribe extinct The land 
is very fertile, and most of it sufficiently high to be firee 
from injury by the June freshet Some parts of it are 
prairie, but the greatest part is well wooded with oak, ash, 
balsam fir, and the species of poplar, P. btUsamiftra^oRm. 
called balm of Gilead, and by most travelers, cotton- 
wood. At the south-west of this island, there is a range 
of mountains wbich render a space of the country broken, 
but beyond these, it is said by hunters, that diere is an ex- 
ten^ve valley well adapted to agriculture. 

We arrived at the landing place of the May Daore, at 
five o'clock in the afternoon, and were politdy recttved 
on board by Capt. Lambert The brig was moored akmg- 
nde a natural wharf of basalt. 
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Sabbath, October 18th. Part of the daj I retired to a 
small prairie back from the river, to be free from the ncHse 
of labor in which the men were engaged in preparing for 
their voyage ; and part of it I passed m the state room 
iMrhich was as^iigned me. Tliere is much reascm to lament 
the entire disregard manifested by many towards God's 
holy Sabbath. His justice will not always be deferred. 
Those who will not submit to divine authority, most reap 
the fruit of their disobedience. None can slight and abuse 
the mercy of Grod with impunity. 

Mondays 19th. The brig fell down the river with the 
tide, about titree miles, but, for the want of wind, an- 
chored. In the afternoon X went on thore for exercise 
taking with me a kanaka^ that is, a Sandwich islander, for 
assistance in any danger. I made a long excundon 
through woods and over prairies, and found the country 
pleasant and fertile. The grass on the prairies was green, 
and m%ht fmrnish subsistence lor herds of cattle. Wh^i 
will this immensefy extended and fertile country be 
brought under caltivation, and be filled with an industrious 
population? From time immemorial, the natives have 
not stretched forth a hand to till the ground, nor made an 
effort to cause the earth to yield a nngle article of produce, 
more than that which springs up spontaneously ; nor will 
they until thor minds are enlightened by divine truth. 
No philanthropist who is not under the influence of Chris- 
tian principles, will ever engage in the sdf*denying work 
of enlightening their minds, and arousing them from their 
indolence. As on our frontiers, so on these western shores, 
the work of destruction, introduced by those who would be 
called the fnends of man, is going fi^ward. The Indians 
in this lower country, that is, below the Cascades, arc 
only the remnants of once numerous and powerful na- 
tions. 
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7^ eipeping va9 dear mi pleasant^ 'wUcli gi^v^ uf an 
cq[^rt4pit; 1p see tbe oobm^ wbicb was dbserved bj Hal* 
ley IB Al» jear 1682, and wbicb ¥faa9ee& i^b io 175&» 
aQ4 90W IB lS3$f jNTOving its time oC reToli^ii to 
be about feyenty-^ix ain) a half yeax^ Its train of 
ligbt ^WBf '^F^ pereei^ible> aod abo^ twelve degreeaia 



We ha4 a. favorable wiad on the 20tl^ which, ^orilh the 
current of the rirer, eaabled liS to isadce good progress cm 
our way. Among the mxoy islands with whidi Ae low^ 
part of this river abotuuls, Deer Islaad, thirty-three miles 
bdow Fort Vanecmver, is worthy ef ootieek It ia laxge, 
and wlSe it is sifficiently wooded along the jBh(M^ die 
interior is cihiefly a prakie oovared with an eatiibeiaBt 
ipxiwth of grass and; viaea of different kinds, excepting 
tiie gprape, of idi^h thejre is net indigenous species wetrt of 
the Becky Mountains* In the interior ^ tUs islaanl there 
are seyend sniall lakes, the resort of swans, ge^e* aid 
dnd^ Tins islmid was fermerly Ae residence of many In- 
dian^ but tibey are gone, iumI Bothin^ is left ezo^t &e re- 
maina of a large village. 

t Among some interestmg idands of basaft, there is (me 
eiJled Coffin Roek, twenty-^ree milts below Deer island^ 
situated in the middle pf the river, rising ten or Mteen feet 
i^ve high Ireshet water. It is tkaost entirely covo^d 
wiik canoea in which the dead are deposed, which ck^ 
csmstance g^ves it its name. In the section of country 
fiom WIppatoo island to the Pacific ocean, the Infians, 
instead of cosmittiiig the dead to the earth, deposit them 
in canoes, and fliese are placed in such situations as are 
most secure from be^ts of prey ; upon sndi predpices as 
this island, upon4)ranche&of trees, or upon scaflg>ldi made 
for the purpose. The bodies of the dead are covered with 
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mats, and split plirnks are placed over them. The head 
of ^e oanoe is a little raisM^ and at the foot there is a hole 
aade for water to escape. 

A few miles bdow Coftn islaod, the CowaBtK, a rirer 
oeimiig from the norA-^east, flows iRto the CoIunUa^ 
wl^ch is s1)oiit thirtf reds wide, deep, and navigable for 
boats a very oonfiMerable distanee. The coQotry up tfiis 
ri^erSs mai to eqaal, in richaess of soil, any part of the 
Oregon Territory, and to be so diversified with woods and 
pmrie^, tiiat the jfarmer could at once reap the fruits of his 
kbor. 

On aeo0i»t of niuneroua«and-bars and windings of the 
navigable channel, we anchored for the night lie even* 
ing waseloudy uid there was ^appearance of a gather- 
ing ster^ but we were so surrounded with high hilb 
&at tile i^u«lira was oensid^f^d wfe. 

The wiad <xk the 21st, was Tight, and our progress 
flierefMpe was slow. Thissection of theeountry ismoun* 
tfia&ens, "the ranges running neaity from the sc^th-east to 
the norA-weflt, and covered wtth a very dense and heavy 
growth of wood, mostly fir and mIc A chirfrfthe Ska- 
koto with a.lew of his peo^ came on board; He was 
if0pf tidhi^ve and^portive. When he was abotrt to leave, 
he told €apt L. tiiat-a0 they had been good friends, and 
were now about to separate, he wiAed a present Gapt. 
L. told bis steward to give l«n a Airt The diSdT took it 
and put it on, and then said, '^ how much better would^a 
n^w {ndtt* <j( pantaloeao lodk with this shtrt^' The cap- 
«Mi oidered lAm the atftkle asked for. Mow, said tfie 
c^ie^ ^< a vest would become me and increase my influ- 
ence wititaqr people.** This waa also given. Iiien he 
added, *♦ weH, Ife*, I suppose we Aatt not see eacfcoflier 



''Chie^ or gentleman. 

7» 
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again, era you see me ga away without a clean Uaok^, 
which would make me a full dress.^ The captain an- 
swered, " go about your business; for there is no end to 
your a^ng so long as I continue to give." ThMi the 
chief brought forward a little scHi, and said, ** he is a good 
boy ; will you not make him a present ?" Capi L. gate 
them a few small articles, and they went away rcgoici^ 
over the presents which they had received, inste»i of re- 
gretting the departure of the May Dacre. We passed to- 
day, Pillar Rock, which stands in the river, isolated, more 
than half a mile from the north shore, composed of basalt, 
and is about forty feet high, and fifteen in diamei^. We 
anchored a few miles below. 

On the morning of the 22d, we waited for a favorable 
tide until nine o'clock, when we got under way wUh a 
1»risk wind from the east. Here the river begins to spread 
out into a bay, but owing to many shoals, the navigatron 
is difficult We ran aground, but the incMrease of the tide 
set us a^oat again, and soon the great Pacific ocean 
op^ed to our view. This boundary of ^the ** far west/' 
was to me an object of great interest; and when I lodced 
upon the dark jrolling waves, and r^ected upon the vast 
expanse of five thousand tniles, without an intervening 
island until yoi4 arrive at the Japan coast^ a stretch of 
thought was required, like cont«B{dating ii^ity. Like 
the vanishing lines of peispectivej, so is* contemplation lofl| 
in this extent of oceani. 

As we proceeded on our way, we left Gray'is bay at the 
right, extending inland to the north som# few miles, in 
which, on a voyage of ^scovery, the ship Columbia an- 
chored, andfirom whose commander the bi|y took its namc^ 
Nearly qppodte we passed Toiigiie. Pmnt, whieb extends 
ibout two oules into theJbay or river^om the south. It it 
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considerably eleTated> rocky and covered with woods. 
Soon i^er this, Astoria was announced* My curiosity 
was excited. I looked, but could not diaooTcr what to all 
on board was so plainly seen — I blamed my powers oi 
vision — and reluctantly asked the captain where b Asto- 
ria? ''Why/' he replied, '< right down there— that is 
Astoria V* I saw two log cabins, and said within myself^ 
iS that the far-famed ^ New York of the west I" 
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CHAPTER X. 

DescriptioB <^ Fort Gecrgo — mcm^ of the Qolttnbiar-^dbaigetotM bu*— 
moantainons coast — varietiea of timber — ^good location for amissiott' 
ary statioo — continued rains — dense forests — cxcnrsicm in a canoe 
down the bay— view of the coast — disasters at the entrance of die 
Oolombia—iihip William and Anne — ship Isabella— Tonqvui — Jmpm- 
nese junk — reflections— water fowl — return to Fort VaaconTer— • 
the regard Indians show the dead — Indian kindness. 

When we anriTed in the small hnjy ttpon wbidi Fort 
George (Astoria) is situated. Captain L. manned a boat to 
take me on shcure, in which he abo embarked to pay his 
respects to the goremor, who had the politeness to meet 
us at the latufing, and invited us, with hearty welcome, to 
his dwelling. After haying interchained the customary 
salutations, and made a short stay, the captain re-embark- 
ed and made his way for Cape Disappointment; and the 
wind and tide bong favorable, he passed the dangorous 
bar without any delay^ and shaped his emirse for Boston* 
Fort George is situated on the south side of the bay, ten 
miles from Cape IXsappointment, is without any fortifica- 
ticms, has only two small boildiiigs made of hewed logs ; 
about two acres cleared, a part of which is euhiyated with 
potatoes and garden vegetables. It is occupied by two 
white men of the Hudson Bay Company, for the purpose 
of trade with the few remaining IncKans who reside about 
these shores. Though thb is the present ccmdition <^ As* 
toria, yet the time must come, when at the mouth of this 
noble river there will be a commercial city, and especial- 
ly may this be expected, as this bay affords the on\j good 
harbor for a long distance on this coast I should think 
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the BoHh side ef (He hnjy a little abore the e&pe» a^mn^ 
io£g what is called Baker^ Im^, would be tfae moet desira* 
Ue locatkiD for a town, as that is the safest plaoe for A\p$ 
to Tide at anchor; and on thsit side, the country is more 
open and pleasant for a commercial town. On the soatfa 
tAde, wb^e Astoria was located, the moantains or high 
hills come down yerj near the shore, are roolcy and pre- 
^pitousi preventing a southern prospect, and in the short 
winter days of a north latitude of 46^ 17', they almost ex- 
okide the sun. 

A diflBciilty, of a tlatiae that is not easily ov^ciome, ex- 
isto in regard to tihe naTigation of th& river, namely, the 
«uid->bar at its mtranc^ It is about fire miles across tte 
bttr trotn Cape Disappoialdient out to sea. In no part of 
^t distHnce is <be Water iq)ontke>bar oter eight fatfaooB 
ieep, m one plaoe Kmly five, and the channel is only about 
Aalf amile Wkte. And so wide and open is tiie ocean, that 
there is alws^ a heavy swell, and when die wind is above 
m g«Q(tle breeze, there lure breakers qmte across the bar, 
BO that Ihere is no pasnng it except when the wind and 
4if^ are both very fen^otable. Without the bar there is no 
anohoifage, and ihere have beett mstances, m the winter 
aeascni) of fthips laying dff and on, thirty days, waiting for 
ste epportum^to pass; a good pilot is always needed. 
Perhaps there have beeii tswore Hv^ lost bete, in propor- 
iibn to tiie mnber of those who have entered this river, 
than in enterinj; sAmost any other harbor in the world. 
But the calamities have been less fi^quent for some years 
part, than formerly ; and shoidd a steam-boat be stationed 
at tfae ca^, to tow vessels over, when business shall be 
aiiffidentfy multiplied io warrant the 6tpe«ise,ihe delays 
and dangers would be greatly dimini^Aied. 

The main bay is four miles wide at the mouth of the 
mer, between Ciqpe DisappoH^meat utid BcMiit Adams; 
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extends sixteen miles op the river; is nine nules Mide be- 
tween Chencxdc bay on die norths and Young's bay on the 
eouth ; and seven miles wide between F<^ G^eorge and 
Chenook point It is filled with many sand-bars, and one, 
which is called Sand Island, a little within the capes, seen 
only when the tide is down, is dangerous to ships wbea 
not in the charge of skilful pilo^ 

The section of country about the sea- coast is rough 
•and mountainous, and coYM«d with the most heavy and 
dense forest of any part of America of which I have any 
knowledge. The trees are almoin all of the genus pmui^ 
but I saw none of the i^>edes commonly called pine, any 
where below the Cascades. The balsam fir, of wlndi 
there are three species, cou^ti^e the greatest part c^ the 
forests trees. White cedar, spruce, hemloc, and yew, are 
tntersp«t»d. Three species of oak, df which the white k 
most common, prevail in moi^ neddooa ; and in some low 
bottom-lands, the spedes of p<^lar, called the balm <tf 
Gilei^ or bitter cotton wood, pnedominates. The balsam 
&t grows very large ; not unfrequently fiMir and six feet 
in diametor, and two hundred feet high. I measured one 
which was eight £^4n diameter, and about two hunted 
and fifty feet high. As I do not here intaid to enter tsp- 
<m the dendrology of this country, I omit farther remsurks 
upon this subject for the present 

The quality of tiie land is good ; and some tracts of tfab 
mountainous, iron-bound coast, might easily be brcmght 
under cultivation* One section lies about Young's bay, 
extending to and about Point Adams. This would be a 
favorable location for a missionary station, where access 
could be had to the Clatsop and Killamook Indians, who 
are said to be numerous. 

At tikis season of the year, there are but few Indians 
who reside about this tra£ng post, finding itmore for thrir 
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comfort to retire into the forests dorii^ the rtiny season 
of the winter, locating ^emselres upon small prairies 
along rivers and streams, where fuel is easily obtained, and 
wh^e some game is found to add to their winter's stock 
of provisions. 

During my continuance in this place it was my inten- 
tion to cross the bay over to Chenook point, and from 
thence down to Cape Disappointment, which it is said af- 
fords a very extensive and interesting proq>ect But from 
day to day it rained, and the high wmds created such a 
sea in the whole bay, that it was not safe to attempt m 
passi^. 

On the 24th, the wind was high, and the weather very 
ancomliMrtable, and in the afternoon the storm increased, 
accompanied with snow, which, however, melted as fast 
as it feU. The sot fowl appeared to be alarmed by the 
severity of so early and unexpected a storm of snow, and 
came in from the ocean in great numbers, flying and 
acreiffiiing, as if in search of a safe retreat. 

The storm being somewhat abated, on the 26th, Mr. 
Dunn, the supermtendent of the forty and myself, took our 
rifles to go bade into the woods to hunt deer for exercise* 
But 80 dense was the forest, so filled and interwoven with 
various vines and shrubbery, that it was next U> impossi- 
ble to make any progress, and we did not penetrate the 
woods mpre than a mile, before we gave up the object, and 
turned our course back, but our return, with diligent ef- 
forts, occupied some hours. If a kxiuriant growth of trees 
and shrubbery is mdicative oi a rich soil, no part of the 
world can surpass the country around these shores* 

The morning of the 27th was pleasai^ and inviting for 
a water excurnon ^ .yet i& view of the suddto changes of 
weather,, which are common at this season of the year, I 
*d not think best to cross the wide bay, but took four 
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C%etiook lodiansy and a half breed named Thomas Pkii 
Kipfin^ who ooald speak I^lish> and went in a krge 
canoe down to Glats^ and Point Adams, nine miles from 
the fort There was a gentle wind from the east, whiek 
favored hoisting a small sail. This gave us a pleasant qail 
until it increased to tHe rate of eight miks imi hour; by 
this time the waves had become so high, and the whito 
eaps were sonumeious, that, tp one not aoquainted witb 
nautical adveniuFeB, the danger in a canoe af^Mc^ured inum* 
nent. We could only run before the wind, and vikmi ^pe* 
were upon the top of one wave^ it seemed the next plunge 
would be fatal. Fears were of no avail in this sitiiatMn^ 
^d I therdbre kept up such convc»t«tioa as was eakda- 
ted to suppress any which migfa^ arise m the minds of 1h« 
men. It was interesting to see how the Indians wouM 
take the waves wi& thek* paddles so «i» to Ikvor the sali^ 
ty of the canoe* But onr rnpid^ progn^4K>on broQgbt<ui 
to the^iore near Poinft Adams. Herea new and uiieflc* 
pectcd difficulty presented itself, and this was the ahnosl 
utter impacticainUty of electing a landing ut the Ugk 
surf; but my skilful mariners watdied an oppfortunity to 
shoot the canoe forward as lar as possible on a flowing 
wave, and as soon as it broke, they leaped into the wadeap, 
seized the canoe, lightened it over the betimiing surges 
and drew it up beyond the leaeh of the waves. This 
mmiagement was an occular demonstration of the ddU ef 
Indians on dangerous seas. I tgek Kipfin with me and 
walked several miles on. the hard »sd sonooth sandy b(mek, 
80 far around to the south, tbi^ I had a^ view of the coart 
north and south, as far as the eye could rea(:ih« High ba^ 
salticxooks,iamost part^ perpencKcular, Imd the shores. 
Who reared these volcanic walls but-thftt Beings who sell 
bounds to the sea, and bassaid, ^ hithecto flhalt thottoome, 
but no farther^^and here shall tiq^proud wavesbe sti^ed.'^ 
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This rtai ei^zBst of oceao and th^se stupendous works of 
Ood fill the miud with awe. 

b rettttuiug, I walked several miles beyond the place 
wliertt we landed, along the shore towards Young's baj, 
vod went on board the brig Lama, Captain McNeil, which 
was on its way up the fort In my excursion about Clat- 
aop and Point Adams, I saw several canoes containing 
the dead, dq)08ited as I have already described. 

I have mentioned the bar at the mouth of the Cdumbia, 
and Sand JUbnd, as dang^xnis to^those who were not well 
acquainted with &e entrance into this river. In the year 
18%, the Av^ William and Anne was cast away a Uttk 
withm tiiebac All on boards twenty-six in number, were 
lost, and it conld not be asoertained what were the etrcuaip 
stances of the lamentable catastrophe, as no one was left 
to t^ the story. There were cQS|]eetures that after the 
aUp h^ run aground^ the IndianSj^ for the sake of plunder, 
killed the carew, Thi^ is pn/y cpn^cture; but it is veiy 
strange that none escaped, as they w^e not far from tke 
shore, and the beach was sandy. The Indians carried off 
ud secreted whatever of the goods they could find. The 
men of the Hudson Bay Company sent to the chie& to de- 
liver up whs^ tfa^ bad taken away. They sait to Dr. 
McLaughlin at Fort Yanooover two small articles of.no 
value. Dr. M. with an armed force went down to the 
Chenooks and demanded a sunrendar of the goods. The 
dikf, vntb his warriors, put himself in an attitude of resis- 
tance, and fired upon the men of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany. They returned the fire with a swivel, not to injure 
them^ but to let them know with what force tiiey had to 
contend, if th^ persisted in tb^ resistance. On this the 
Indians all fled into the woods. Dr. McLaugUin withlus 
men landed and seardied for the goods, many of which 
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they found. Whilst they were searching, the chief was 
seen skulking and drawing near ; he cocked his gun, but 
before he had tigie to fire, one of the white men shot him 
down. None besides were hurt. This was done, as the 
Hudson Bay Company say, not so much for saving the 
yalue of the property, as to teach the Indians not to ex- 
pect profit from such disasters, and to take away temj^a- 
tion to murder white men for the sake of plunder. 

On the 23d of May, 1830, the ship Isabella was cast 
away upon a sand-bar projecting from Sand Island, which 
is a litUe within the capes. As soon as she struck, the 
men all deserted her, and without stopping at Fort George, 
made their way to Fort Vancouver. It is thought, that if 
they had remained on board and waited the tide, she might 
have been preserved. The cargo was mostly saved. 

In 1811, the Tonqum, sent out from New York by Mr. 
Astor, to form a fur trading establi^iment at or near the 
mouth of this river, lost eight men in orosong the bar. 
The calamity resulted from the ignorance of Captain lliom 
of the dangers, and hk great want of prudence. 

About thirty miles south of this river, are the remains 
of a ship sunk not far from the diore. It is not known by 
whom she was owned, nor firom what part of the world 
she came, nor when cast away. Hie Indians frequently 
get beeswax from her,* and it is highly probable that she 
was from some part of Asia. 

A Japanese junk was cast away, fifteen miles south of 
Cape Flattery in March, 1833. Out of seventeen men 
only three were saved. In the followmg May, Captain 
McNeil, of the Lama, brought the three survivors to Fort 
Vancouver, where they were kindly treated by the gratle- 
men of the Hudson Bay Company, and in the following 
October were sent to England, to be forwarded to their 
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owfl country and home.* This junk was loaded with rich 
China ware, cotton cloths, and rice. In the same year 
eleven Japanese, in distress, were drilled in a junk to 
OahU) Sandwich Islands. It is not very uncommcm that 
jtinks and other craft have been found by whale ships in 
the great Pacific ocean, the crews in a state of starvation, 
without the nautical instruments and skill necessary to en- 
able them to find their way to any port of safety. Un- 
doubtedly many are entirely lost, while others, drift to 
unknown shores. 

May not such facts throw light upon the question of the 
original peopling of America, whidi has engaged the at- 
t^tion of men for a long period. "While one man demons 
stndes to his own satisfaction, that the first inhabitants of 
this continent must have crowed from the north-east part 
of Asia, because of the resemblance of the people to each 
other, and the ease with which the straight is passed in 
canoes; another with no. less certainty, proves from the 
diversity of languages, from the impos^bility of tracing 
their origin, and from othar reasons, that an equatorial 
uobn of Africa and America must have existed in some 
age of the world since the imiversal deluge, and that some 
violent convulsion of nature has since dissevered them. 
Others would recognize in the abor^nes of this continent 



*Froiii documents which have come to hand, since the publication of 
^£nt edition of this worii, I have been led to admire tne wisdom of 
Plxmdence, as developed in the case of these three Japanese. On their 
way to their'country, they were brought to Macao. It is a well known 
iact that the missionaries have been endeavoring to gain access to the 
Island of Jappan, and to obtain the means of acqfString the language of 
the inhabitants. These three Japanese having been so long in foreign 
coQntries, were afraid to go to their own country , without permission 
from their government, and therefore Mr. GutzlaiOf was enabled to ob- 
tain them as teachers, and to assist him in translating the Scriptures, 
«nd tracts, for distribution among the otherwise inaccessible population 
of Japan^ and thus to impart to them the riches of the Gospel of Jesus 
Cbrii, 
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flie descendants of tbe Jews, and industrionsfy trace in 
their customs, the ancient worship and rites of Grod's pe* 
ciiliar people. But from wbateTer single or numerical 
Onuses they have (bad their origm, their own traditional 
and the histories of more civilized nati(»is, seem alike un« 
able to inform^us. Physical causes alone, we think, ace 
adequate to account for the many features of resemUance 
which they possess, though they might at diffisrent and 
distant p^iods of time, have been drifted, or in some man^ 
ner found their way, from remote countries. Some see in 
the aborigines of this country the ooofirmaticm of their fa- 
Torite theory, that human institii^ions and states, like hu**- 
man and vegetabk nature, have ^tk birth, growth, matu^ 
rity, and decay; and believe that, as i^ req>eots these 
trib^ &€se tendencies have already, iat ceirtiiries, beat 
in operation to produce their extinction. 

About this time of the year, water fomi of various gen- 
era and sqpeeies begin to viat Ihe bays and lagoons, and as 
the season advances, tikey gradually proceed into die inte- 
rimr of the country,, vrfiere the rivers and lakes abocmd with 
them. Geese, swans, ducks, and guUs, wing their waj 
over us, and their streams, particularly those of the swans, 
are at times almost deafiaung. The swan is not of the 
species common in the United (States. It is the Bewick's 
swan, and is characterized by the same unsullied plumage ; 
its attitudes and motions, while sailing over its liquid ele- 
ment, are equally graceful, and its voice is even louder 
and more sonorous. Of the geese there are four kinds ; 
the white, white fronted, the Canada, and Hutchins. (X 
the ducks, there are the black or surf duck, the canvass- 
back, the blue-bill, the long tailed, the harlequin, the pinr 
tail, and the golden-eyed. The number of these water 
fowl is immense, and they may be seen on the wing, 
swimming upon the waters, or searching for food along 
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the siioresL They conititote a large item of Indian liviiig 
and trade, and find a con^ncuoos place upon the tables of 
tbe gentlemen loigaged in the fur biu^ness. 

WednesdajT, O^ober 28th. I took passage on board a 
canoe, gciug to Fort VancouTer, on an express from the 
Lama, recently arrired from a northern voyage to and 
about Queen Charlotte's Island. The canoe wna large, 
carrying about fifteen hundred weight including men and 
baggage, manned by three white men and three Indiana 
Tht day was more pleasant than for some time past, a 
favorable circumstance for passing through the bay, and 
aiound Tongue Point, where the current was so strong 
ttat it required the full exertion of the men to double it 
Ten mites further we passed Pillar Rock, a few miles above 
which we encamped on the north side, where the mounr 
tains come down so close to the shore, that I hardly found 
^ce to pitch my tent above high tide water. The men 
made a large fire, which was cheering and most welcome, 
and the supper which they prepared was eaten with a 
keener appetite than many a one amidst all the ap- 
pliances of wealth and luxury. 

On the 29th we arose before day, and were willing to 
take an early departure firom a place where tide and 
mountains disputed the territory. By diligently pursuing , 
our way until eight in the evening, we made forty-five 
milips. This was a great day's work in gomg up the river 
against the current, which is strong when the tide is set- 
ting out. I tioticed on my return, a singular rocky point 
on the north shore, a short distlance below the Cowalitz, 
rising hearly perpendicular about one hundred feet sepa- 
rated from the adjacent high hills, and very much in 
the form of Coffin Rock. It was covered with canoes 
containing the dead These depositories are held in 
great veneration by the Indians. They are not chosen 
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for convenience, but for security against ravenous beaste ; 
and are <^en examined by the friends of the deceased, to 
see if the remains of the dead repose in undisturbed qtaet 
And such is their watchful care, that the anatomist could 
rarely make depredations without detection, or with impu- 
nity. And if they have such regard for the dead, are 
they without affection for their living relatives and friends? 
Are they " callous to all the passions but rage V^ Arc 
they " steeled against sympathy and feeling 7" And have 
they no happiness except what ^^ exists in the visionary 
dreaming of those, who ^ever contemplated their actual 
condition 1" Have those, who charge upon the In^an 
character ^VsuUen gloom, want of curiosity and st^prise 
at what is new or strHcing,*' had extensive persmial ac- 
quaintance with many different Indian nations and tribes! 
and have they gained their familiar friendship and confix 
dence f I am firm in the belief, that the character of un- 
abused and uncontaminated Indians will not lose in com- 
parison with any other nation that can be named ; and 
the only material difference between man and man, is pro- 
duced by the imbibed principles of the Christian religion. 
Wishing to avail ourselves of calm weather and a favor- 
able moon, we kept on our way in the evening until thidc- 
ening clouds and descending rain admonished us of the 
necessity of finding an encamping place ; and while doing 
this, we ran upon a log, which came very near upsetting 
us in deep water. But by two men getting out upon the 
log and liftbg the canoe, with much exertion we got off 
safely. After passing round a pomt, we saw a light on 
the north shore, to which we directed our course and lan- 
ded, where we found a small company of Indians encamp- 
ed under a large projecting rock, ^ving shelter from the 
storm. They kindly shared their accommodations with 
us, and my tent was pitched under the concavity of the 
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rocks $ aad mats, ddns, and blankets^ tkough spread apcm 
small i^oDes, made 4ne a oomfbrtaUe bed. A good fire 
and 71 rdirediing supper obliyisdtfd the labors of the day 
Mid tbe dangers of the' erening. 

We arose on the 30th before day, and although the 
morning was^rainy, yet k was sufficiently calm for the ex- 
press to prosecute their voyage. I arranged my mats and 
skins so as to shield myself and baggage from the rain ; 
but the men, whose business it was to propel the canoe, 
were ^iposed to the stcmn. After a few hours' labor and 
exposure, we arrived at tbe place where the May Dacre 
had made her harbor, near which the southern section of 
the Willamette discharges >its waters into the Columbia. 
We brought our canoe into a small bay indented in the 
basaltic rocks, and drew it so far upon the shore, that it 
was thought safe without any other security ; and all hast- 
ened to kindle a fire in a thatched building, which was 
constructed by some Kanakas for the accommodation of 
the May Dacre. This shelter was very desirable to pro- 
tect us from the storm, and to give the men an opportuni- 
ty to dry their clothes. Whilst we were preparing and 
eating our breakfast, the flowing tide, which swells the 
river and slackens the current, but does not stop it, took 
our canoe from its moorings, and drifted it a considerable 
distance down the river. Some indians whose residence 
was far up the Cowalitz, and who were descending the 
river in their canoes, saw it and returned with it before 
we knew that it was gonfl This act proved them to bi 
susceptible of kindness, and increased my confidence in 
their integrity. The canoe contained valuable baggage, 
and we should have been left without any means of going 
on our way. We could not have crossed the Willamette 
nor the Columbia river, and if this had been accomplished, 
still to have attempted a return by land would have been 



Digitized by 



Google 



I6S AnvPTMt Ar TAneoirvER. 

mi almost bopeles uAdertakkig, as tbe forest h^ ^ no- 
dergrovrdi T^hich teodeired it quite impassabk. Hie Ibk 
dians are so much accastomed to trarel in canoes, fh^t 
even the poor accommodation tft a trail was not to be found 
here^ and we sliould hirre been compelled to dispute erery 
inch of the way wkh our hatchets. Bdbre the middle df 
the day, the storm abated, and the remsufid^ <ii omr way 
to Fort Vaneovrer was pleasant, at which plaee we ar^ 
rited before evening. We were less than three digrs in 
aeoomplishingthe passage from on^fort to the other, vmd 
tiiese w^e the only &tee calm days for a long &ne b^fi:Mre 
tmd afters 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Review of jofCimeyiBg*— school— ^jotrmey up tlie Willamette— walk up- 
on the pdbbfy A oroa M b— setttoment on llie yfil^ma^te^^Metho^' 
^irtmiirinn Bpidemie— voyage down the river— hospitality of Wa- 
naxka— coDgtmctiim of hii hooae — Fort William on the WAppatoo 
island — astonishing thirst for avdent spirits— retom to Fort Yancou- 



HsBiE, by the kind inYitation of Dr. McLaughlin, and 
weloQmed by tbe other gentlemen of the Hudson Bay 
Company^ I took up n^ residence for the winter, intend- 
ing to laake such excurmons as the season will admit and 
the objeeta of my tour demand. As this is the principal 
trading post of the company, west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, it may be expected, that many Indians from different 
parts of the country for considerable distance around, will 
be seen here dicing winter, and more information may be 
obtained of their character and condition than in any other 
oouBse I could pursue. Here also traders from different 
stations west of the mountains will come in for new sup- 
plies^ o£ whose personal acquaintance with Indians I may 
arail myself. 

Sabbath, November 1st. By invitation, I preached to 
a congr^ation of those belonging to this establishment 
who understand English. Many of the laborers are 
French Canadians, who are Roman Catholics, and under- 
stand only the Fraich Language. 

This trading post presents an important field of labor, 
and if a Christian influence can be exerted here, it may be 
of incalcdable benefit to the surrounding Indian popula- 
8 
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tion. Let a branch df Christ's kingdom be established 
here, \rith its concomitant expansive benevolence exerted 
and difibsed^ and this place would be a centre from which 
divine light would shine out and illumine this region of 
darkness. This is an olject of so much importance, 
that all my powers, and energies, and . time, must be 
employed for its accomplishment ; so that I do not feel 
that I have a winter of idle confinement before me. 

Monday, 2d. In taking a review of my joumeyings 
since I left my home, I can say, though long in time and 
distance, yet they have been pleasant and full of interest 
So diversified has been the country through which I have 
passed, and so varied the incidents, and so few real hard- 
ships, that the time and distance have both appeared short. 
Although tbis mission was thought to be one which would 
probably be attended with as great, if not greater dangers 
and deprivations than any which had been sent into any 
part of the world, yet my sufferings have been so small, 
and my mercies so great, that I can say, if this is taking 
up the Cross, let none be dismayed ; for surely Christ's 
yoke is easy and his burden light. I had thought much 
on the prospect of having an opportunity to see whether 
I could " rejoice in sufferings" for the heathen, " and fill 
up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my 
flesh for his body's sake, which is the church," but the 
protecting providence of God was so conspicuous and his 
mercies so constant, that the opportunity did not appear 
to be presented. As to want, I experienced only enough 
to teach me more sensibly the meaning of the petition, 
" give us this day our daily bread j" and the truth was 
comforting, that " the Lord giveth to all their meat in due 
season." I can truly say, **hitherto the Lord hath helped 
me." 

I am very agreeably situated in thisplace. Rooms in 
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a new house are assigned me, well famished, and all the 
attendance which I can wish, with access to as many vahi- 
ahle books as I have lime to read ; and opportunities to 
^ride out for exercise, and to see the adjoining country ; 
and in addition to all these, the society of gentlemen, en- 
lightened, polished and sociable. These comforts and 
privileges were not anticipated, and are therefore the more 
grateful. 

There is a school connected with this establishment for 
the benefit of the children of the traders and common 
laborers, some of whom are orphans whose parents were 
attached to the company ; and also some Indian children, 
who are provided for by the generosity of the resident 
gentlemen. They are instructed in the common branches 
of thie English language^ such as reading, writing, arith- 
metic, grammar and geography ; and together with these, 
in refigion- and morality. The exercises of the school are 
closed with singing a hymn; after which, they are taken 
by thdr teacher to a garden assigned them, in which they 
labor. Finding them deficient in sacred music, I in- 
structed them in singing, in which they made good profi- 
ciency, and developed excellent voices. Among them 
was an Indian bc^, who had the most flexible and melo- 
dious voice I ever heard. 

It is worthy of notice, how little of the Indian comjJex- 
ion is seen in the half breed children. Generally they 
have fair skin, often flaxen hair, and blue eyes. The 
children of the school were punctual in their atten- 
dance on the three services of the Sabbath, and were 
our choir. 

Monday, Nov. 23d. The weather being pleasant, 
though generally very rainy at this season of the year, as 
I wished to explore the country up the Willamette river, I 
embraced an opportunity of going with Mr. Lucier and 
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fftftiily, Vrho were retufning in k eauoe to ibek refiideDce 
about sixty miles up that tiret. Doctor McLaughlin fur- 
Dished and sent on board a stock of jMrovisions^ three or 
four times more than I should need, if nothing should oc- 
cur to delay us; but such a precaution in this country, is 
always wise. We lefl Fort Vancouver about one o'clock 
in the afternoon, and proceeded five miles down the Co- 
lumbia to the entrance of the Multnomah, and about fifteen 
up the Willamette before we encamp^. The name 
Multnomah is given to a small section of this river, from 
the name of a tribe of Indians who once resided about six 
miles on both sides from its confluence with the Columbia, 
to the branch which flows down the southern side of the 
Wappatoo island. Above this it is called the Willamette.^ 
The tide Sets up this river about thirty miles, to within a 
few miles of the fills, and through this distance the 
river is wide and deep, affording good navigation for 
lapping. 

The country about the Multnomah, and also some miles 
up the Willamette, is low, and much of it is overflowed 
in the June fVeshet ; but as we ascend, the banks become 
higher and are more generally covered with woods. The 
country around contain3 fine tracts of rich prairie, suffi- 
ciently interspersed with woods for all the purposes of 
fiiel, fencing, and lumber. 

A chain of mountains running from the south south-east 
to the north north-west, and through which the Colunoh^ 
bia river passes below Deer island, extends along the west 
diore of this river for some distance near and bebw the 
falls. 

There are probably as many Indians who navigate this 
river with th^ canoes, as any of the rivers in the lower 

*Proiiomoed with accent on Uie second friable, Wil-lam'-etto. 
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country ; many of whom I had an opportunity of obserring 
to-day in their busy pursuits, the strokes of whose paddles 
broke in upon the general silence. One company over* 
took us towards evening, and encamped with us upon the 
elevated shore on the east side of the river. Owing to &e 
dampness of the day, and previous rains, we had some diffi* 
culty in making a fire, but at length it was accomplished, 
and the wood was unsparingly applied. With my tent 
pitched befoi;e a lai^e fire, imder the canq)y of wi<k- 
branching trees, I partook of the stores of my large widcer 
ba^t with as much satisfaction as could be felt in any 
^)lendid mansion. The blaze of dry crackling fir threw 
brilliancy around, softened by the dark forest, like the 
light of the astral lamp ; and the burning balsam per- 
fumed the air« Hie latter part of the night, I suffered 
motie with the cold than at a^y time in all my journeying, 
not having taken with me as many blankets as the season 
veqcfired. 

The moniing <^the ^th was overpast with clouds, and 
readered dailly by a mist settled near &e surface of the 
metf wliicfa, coUecti^ in a beautiful frosting upon the 
surrounding trees, exhibited one of those picturesque Uair 
cies "wlach works of art may imitate, but whidi only na* 
tuie caa perfiect. Soon afteir resuming the labor ot the 
day, we passed several basaltic islands, some <^ them of 
^aficient oo^nitude to enclose a few acres, others only 
-focky p^ts, between whidi the curr^t was strong, re- 
({uiring much eSatt for us to make headway. Part of the 
way from our last encampment, to the falls, which was 
six miles, I walked along upon the pebbled diore, where 
I found calcedony, agkte, jasper, ^nd carneUan, of good 
quality. Two >Bules below the fiills, a l^ge stream comes 
in from the soutii^ast, eaHed Pudding river, its entrance 
maikes a ationg cucrent, whidi we found difficult to slea. 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 FALLS OJP THE WI|.LAMETTB. 

80 that we were drifted back in spite of all our efforts; but 
in the second attempt we succeeded. We arrived at the 
falls of the Willamette at two o'clock in the afternoon, and 
hired eight Clough-e-wal-lah Indians to carry the canoe by 
the falls, the distance of half a mile ; we proceeded about five 
miles farther before evening. These falls, with the scenery 
around, have much to charm and interesgt. The river above 
spreads out into a vnde, deep basin, and runs slowly and 
smoothly until within a half mile of the falls, when its ve- 
locity increases, its width diminishes, eddies are formed, in 
which the water turns back as if loth to make the plunge^ 
but is forced fofWard by the water in the rear, and when 
sUll nearer, it breaks upon the volcanic rocks scattered 
across the channel ; then, as if reagned to its fate, smboths 
its agitated surges, and precipitates down an almost per<> 
pendicular of twenty-five feet, presenting a somewhat whi- 
tened column. It was a pleasant day, and the ridng mist 
formed in the rays of the sun a beautiful bow ; and the 
grass about the falls, irrigated by the descending mist, was 
in fresh green. The rocks over which the water falls, and ■ 
along th6 adjacent shores, are amygdaloid and basalt 
The opportunities here for water power are equal to any 
that can be found. There cannot be a better situation for 
a factory village than on the east side of the river, where 
a dry/widenspread level extends some distance, and the 
basaltic-shores form natural wharves for shipping. The 
whole country around, particularly the east side, is plea- 
sant and feptile. And can the period be far distant when 
there will be here a busy population ? I could hardly 
persuade myself that this river had for many thousand 
years, poured its waters constantly down these falls with- 
out having facilitated the labor of man. Absorbed in 
these contemplations, I took out my watch to see if it was 
not the hour for the ringing of the bells. It was two o'clock 
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and all was still except the roar of the falUng water. I 
called to recollection that in the year 1809, 1 stood by the 
falls of the Genesee river, and all was silence except the 
roar of the cataract. But it is not so now ; for Rochester 
stands where I then stood. 

Wednesday, 25th. As soon as the day dawned, we 
went on board the canoe and pursued our way up the 
river, which for thirty miles runs from a westerly direc- 
tion, and at half past one, we arrived at McKey's settle- 
ment. This and Jarvis' settlement, twelve miles above, 
contain aboTK twenty families. The settlers are mostly 
Canadian Frenchmen with Indian wives. There are a 
very few Americans. The Frenchmen were laborers be- 
longing to the Hudson Bay Company, but have left that 
service, and having families, they have commenced farm- 
iag in this fertile section of country, which is the best of 
the Oregon Territory that I have as yet seen. It is well 
diversified with woods and prairies, the soil is rich and 
sufficiently dry for cultivation, and at the same time well 
watered with small streams and springs. These hunters, 
recently turned to farmers, cultivate the most common use- 
ful productions — wheat of the first quality to as great an 
extent as their wants require. A small grist mill is just 
finished, which adds to their comforts. They have a com- 
mon school in each settlement, instructed by American 
young Inen who are competent to the business. 

An opinion extensively prevails that an American colo- 
ny is located somewhere in this Territory, but these two 
settlements are the only farmmg establishments which 
exist here, if we except those connected with the trading 
posts of the Hudson Bay Company. The attempt which 
was made some few. years since by a company of men 
from the United States, was an entire failure, and only a 
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few in£vidua1d of whom I obtained any knowledge, faaye 
found their way back to the S^tea. 

The forest tre^ are mostly oak and fir» the latter grow- 
mg remarkably tail. The misletoe, attached to the body 
and large branches of the oak, is very common. Beauti- 
ful dark green bunches of this plant, seen npon fhe leaf- 
less trees of winter, excite admiration that it^ Terdore 
should continue, wh^ the trees, from whidi it derives 
its Hfe and support, are not able to sustain thdr own 
foliage. 

I rode, on Thursday the 26th, twelve iniles to Jarvis* 
settlement, and was delighted with the coutktry. For 
richness of soil and other local advantages, I should not 
know where to find a qpot in the valley d'the Mississippi 
superior to this. I saw <m the way a large number of 
horses, lately brought from California, fettemngtipon the 
fresh, luxuriant grass of the prairies. 

Kear this upper setfl^ment, ia dioit distance up the 
river, the Methodic churth of the United States have 
es(tablished a mission among the Calapooah Indians, of 
whom there are but few remaining. Rev. Messrs. Jason 
L^e and Daniel Lee are the ordained missionaries, and 
Mr. Shepard, teacher. 

tlieir principal mode of instruction, finr the present, is 
by means of schools. They have at this thne fourteen In- 
dian children in their school, supported in their family, and 
the prospect of obtainii^ others as fast as they can ac- 
commodate them. Their facilities for providing for their 
school are good, having an opportunity to cultivate as 
much excellent land as they wish, and to raise die neces- 
saries of life in great abundance, with little more labor 
than what the scholars can perform, for their support 
The missionaries have an additional opportuni^ of use- 
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fulness, vrhich is to establi^ a Christis^n bfluence among 
the people of these infant settlements. Mr. J. Lee 
preadies to them on ;thc Sabbath, and they have a very 
interesting Sabbath school, aii^ong the half-breed children. 
These cfail4r^n g^erally have , fair complexions, active 
minds, and make a.fine appearance. The prospect is, that 
this mission may lay, a foundation for extensive usefulness, 
llere is as yet one important desideratum — the mission- 
aries have no wives. Christian white women are very 
iBuch needed to exert an influence over Indian females. 
The female diaracter must be elevated, and until this is 
.4bne, but little is accomplished j and females can have ac- 
cess to, and influence over females in many departments of 
iitftoiction, ^o miM^ better advantage than men. And the 
model, which is furnished by an intelligent and pious 
family circle, is that kind of practkal instruction, whether 
at home or abroad, which never fails to recommend the 
gospd. 

At the time pf my continuance in this place a singular 
epidemic prevailed among the Indians, of which several 
persons died. The [subjects of the complaint were at- 
tacked with a severe pain in the ear almost instantaneous- 
ly, which soon spread through the whole head, with great 
^heat in the, part affected ; ait the same time the pulse be- 
came y^ry feeble and not very frequent — soon the extremi- 
ties became cold, and a general torpor spread through the 
whole system, except itk head — soon they became sense- 
less, and in a short period died. In some cases the attack 
was less severe, and the patient lingered, and after some 
days convalesced, or continued to sink until death closed 
Ijiis earthly existence. 

I^riday, Nov. 27tlu I rode with Mr. J. Lee several 
nulai south to see more of the country. The same rich, 
black soil continued, furnishing nutritive grass, m 
o 
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abundance ; and also, tbe same diversity of wood and 
prairie. This valley is generally about fifty miles wide, 
east and west, and far more extended nortb and south. 

Towards evening, we attended the funeral of an Indisui 
boy, who belonged to the school, and who died last night 
with the epidemic. Most of the children of the school and 
the Sabbath school attended^ and conducted with pro- 
priety. 

On Saturday I returned to McKey^s settlement, to fulfil 
an appointment to preach to the inhabitants on the Sab* 
bath. I stopped with Mr. Edwards, who is temporarily 
attached to the mission, but now teaching school in this 
settlement. ^ 

Almost the whole of the inhabitants of this settlement 
assembled on the Sabbath, and made a very decent con- 
gregation, but not more than half of them could under- 
stand English. 

After service I was called to visit a Mr. Cathre, who 
was taken severely with the epidemic. I bled him, which 
gave him immediate relief, an^ applied a blister, and, as I 
afterward learned, he recovered. 

Early on Monday Morning, the 30th, McKey furnished 
me with two young Indians to take me in a canoe to the , 
falls, where we arrived safely at three o^clock in the after- 
noon. Here I engaged two Indians belonging to a small 
village of the Clough-e-wal-lah tribe, who have a per- 
manent residence a little below the falls, to carry me in a 
canoe to Fort Vancouver. Wanaxka, the chief, came up 
to the falls, where I was about to encamp alone for the 
night, and invited me to share the hospitality of his house. 
I hesitated, not that I would undervalue his kindness, but 
feared such annoyances as might prevent my rest. On the 
other hand, there was every appearance of a cold, heavy 
storm, and very little wood near^ which I could procure 
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for a fire with my hatchet only, and I should be alone, ex- 
posed to ravenous wild beasts — the latter consideration, 
however, I scarcely regarded. But believing it would 
gratify the chief, should I accept his invitation, I went with 
him to his dwelling, which was a long, permanent build- 
ing on the west side of the river, upon an elevation of one 
hundred feet, and near which were several other buildings 
of nearly the same dimensions. Besides the family of the 
chief, there were two other families in the same building, 
in sections of about twenty feet, separated from each other 
by mats hung \ip for partitions. Their houses are built of 
logs split into thick plank. These Indians do not sink 
anj part gf their buildings below the surface of the earth, 
as some of the Indians do about and below the Cascades. 
The walls of the chieTs bouse were about seven feet high, 
with the roef n^re steeply elevated than is common in the 
United States, and made of the same materials with the 
walls, except that the planks were of less thickness. They 
have only one door to the bouse^ and this Is in the centre 
of the front side. They have no chimneys to carry off the 
smoke, but a hole is left open above the fire place^ which 
is in the centre of each family's apartment This answers 
very well in calm weather, but when there is much wind, 
(he whok building becomes a smoke house. The fire 
place of the chief's apartment was sunk a foot below the 
^rface 9i the earth, eight feet square, secured by a frame 
around, and mats were spread upon the floor for the family 
to sit upon. Their dormitories are on the sides of the 
apartment, raised four feet above the floor, with moveable 
ladders for ascent; and under them they stow away their 
dried fish^ roots, berries, and other effects. There was not 
an excess of neatness within, and still less without The 
Indians in the lower country, who follow fishijpg and fowl- 
iog for a livelihood^ are far firom being as neat as those in 
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the upper country, who depend more upon the chase. 
The latter live in moyeable loJges, and frequently change 
their habitations. But these Indians were also kind. 
Tliey gave me most of one side of the fire-place, spread 
down clean new mats, replenished their fire, and were rea- 
dy to perform any service 1 should wish. They filled my 
tea-kettle, after which I spread out the stores so bowitifully' 
provided by Doct. McLaughlin, and performed my own 
cooking. During the evening, the chief manifested a *&• 
position to be sociable, but we had very Kttle language 
common to us both, besides the language of signs. Tlie 
next thing, when the hour of rest arrived, was to fortiijr 
myself against a numerous and insidious enemy. I first 
spread down the cloth of my tent, .thea my blankets, ancl 
wrapped myself up as securely as I could, and sho&ld have 
slept comfortably, had I not too fully realized my appre- 
hensionis. 

December 1st. As soon a3 daylight a|^eared, I left 
the hospitable habitation of W^naxka, and with my two 
Indians proceeded down the Willamette about sixteen 
miles before we landed for breakfast. I find a great dif- 
ference in going with or against the cuhrent of these 
rivers. Since going up this river, the nuniber of swans 
and geese had greatly nbultiplied up<m the wiateiis and 
along the shores. Their noise, and especially that of Uie 
swans, echoed through the woo^ and prairies. The sWan 
is a beautiful and majestic bird ; its large body, long neck, 
clear white color, and gi^ceful movements place it among 
the very first of the winged tribe. The common seal are 
numerous in this river. It is very fiflScult to shoot them, 
even with the best riflesf, on account of their diving with 
extreme suddenness at the flash. I had a fair opportunity 
to shoot one to-day, but with one splash he was out of 
«ght and did not again appear. Wheh I came to the 
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nbrth-vestern bratodji of th^ Multobmah, I proceeded down ' 
fi)ur miles to Fort William, on the W&Jppatoo island, an 
establishment which belongs to Captain Wyeth and Com- 
pany. The location is pleasant, and the latid' around is of 
th6 firat quality. 

Some months ago, a tragical occuhrence tooi' pkce 
here between two men from the United States. The' 
subject of their dispute was an Indian woman. Hiorn- 
burgh was determined to take her from Hubbard, even 
at the ri^ of his own life. He entered Hubbard's cabin 
m the night, armed with a loaded rifle, but H. saw him 
and shot him through the. breast, and violently thrust 
him through the door. Poor T. fell, and expired. In 
the absence of any judidal tribunal, a self-created jury 
of inquest, on examination into the circumstances of the 
case, brought in a verdict of "justifiable homicide.'* 

In Thornburgh, was an instance (^ a most insatiable ap- 
petite for ardent spirits. Mr. Townsend, the ornithologist, 
whom I have befwe mentioned, told me he had encamped 
out for several days, some miles from Fort William, at- 
tending to the business of his profession ; and that in addi- 
tion to collecting birds, he had collected rare specimens of 
reptiles, whidi he preserved in a keg of spirits. Several 
days after he was in this encampment, he went to his keg 
to deposite another reptile, and found the spirits gone. 
Mr. Townsend, knowing that Thornburgh had been sev- 
eral times loitering about, charged him with having drank 
off the spirits. He confessed it, and pleaded his thirst 
as an apology. 

On Wednesday, the 2d, I returned to Fort Vancouver, 
well pleased with my excursion. The weather was gen- 
erally pleasant, free from winds and heavy storms. The 
whole country is adapted by nature to yield to the hand 
of cultivation, and ere long, I may say, without claiming 
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to be prophetic, will be filled, through the whole extent 
of the valley of Ihe Willamette, with farms spread out 
in rich luxuriance, and inhabitants, whose character will 
depend upon the * religious advaatages or disadvantages 
which benevolent and philanthropic individuals give or 
withhold. I found the people of the fort in their usual ac- 
-tive business pursuits, and received a renewed and cordial 
welcome* 
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CHAPTER XU. 

Servk^es on the Sabbath—- obstacles to the gospel — diseonraging case— 
raaniier of spending time — description of yanooaver-^ar and iarm- 
ing establishment^garden productions — ^lumber — commerce — pel« 
tries — system of the Hudson Bay Company — waste of life — ^hardships 
of a hunter'^s life — ^th^ perseverance— Christian principle — ^worldly 
prinoiple. 

Sabbath, Dec. the 6lh. I have attended three services 
— morning, afternoon, and evening, and expect to con- 
tinue them during my residence in this place. ITirough the 
week there will be hut few opportunities to do much for 
the spiritual benefit of the common laborers ; for in this 
high northern latitude, the days in the winter are so short 
that the men are called out to their work before daylight, 
and continue their labor until near dark; and as their 
families do nol understand English, I have no direct means 
of benefiting them. 

There is another circumstance which operates agaiast 
the prospects of benefiting many of the population here— 
the common practice of living in families without being 
married. They do not call the women with whom they 
live, their wives, but their women. They know they are 
living in the constant violation of divine prohibition, and 
acknowledge it, by asking how they can, with any con- 
sistency ,*att end to their salvation, while they are living in 
sin. I urged the duty of entering into the marriage rela- 
tion. They have two reasons for not doing so. One is, 
that if they may wish to return to their former homes and 
friends, they cannot take their families with them. The 
other is, that these Indian women do not understand the 
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obligations of the marriage covenant, and if they, as hus- 
bands, should wish to fulfil their duties, yet their wives 
might, through caprice, leave them, and they should be 
bound by obligations, which their wives would disregard. 
There is no doubt, that this subject is attended with 
real difficulties, but are they insurmountable ? Has God 
given a law, whidi if obey^> .would not secure our great- 
est and best good ? Can a rationed mind balance for a 
moment the pleasures of a sinful life against interests ^ hich 
stand. connected inseparably with permanent happiness, 
and with a duration, compared to which, the vvbdfe of 
this inprtal life is but a i^peck, a nothing* My heart is 
pained when I witness the things which are seen and 
/temporal, preferred to those that arc unseen and pu^e, 
5ind whicli jare commensurate ^vith existence itself. I 
cannot believe, that if' these men should marry the wo- 
men with ^^whpm they live, and do a^ll they could to in- 
struct them, and treat them \with tenderness and respect, 
that there would be many cases of their leaving their hus- 
bands* And whatever might be the results, it is always 
better to suffer wrong, than do wrong. But their social 
comforts are so strongly bound with the cords of sin, that 
they feel, as they express their own case, that it is useless 
to make any efforts to obtain spiritual freedom, until they 
shall be placed in different circumstances. 

As rnuch of my time, through jthe ^week, was occupied 
in study, and in digesting facts connected with the natural 
history of the country west of the Rocky Mountains, and 
■the character and condition of the Ind^ahs, which came 
under my obseiration at different times apd places ; and 
also that which I obtained from persons whose testimony 
could be relied upon, and which came under their personal 
p)3servation, I shall give them iwithout particular dates* 
I have already mentioned my agreeable ^isappointq^ent, 
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in findbg so many of the comforts of Hfe, «t difierent tra* 
ding posts of the Hudson Bay Compai^ ; I baTe abo gtr- 
en a brief description of the local situation of Fort Van* 
couver. This was taken from such ohserrations as I could 
make in a hasty yiew, as I was prosecuting my journey 
to the shores of the Pacific ocean. This establiriunent was 
commenced in ttie year 1824. It being necessary that 
Che gentlemen, who are engaged in transacting the busi- 
ness of the Company west of the mountains, and thrir la* 
borers, should be better and less precariously suppfied with 
the necessaries of life, than what game fnndshes ; and die 
expenses of transporting suitable sillies from England 
being too great, it was thought important to connect the 
buinness of ferming with that of fiir, to an extent equal to 
their necessary demands ; and as this fort is (ht centrri 
place of business to which flipping come, and from whtdi 
liiey depart for different parts of the north-west coast, 
and to and from which, brigades of hunting parties 
come and go; the principal farming bunness was estab- 
lished here, and has been progresnng until prorisions are 
fomiAed in great abundance. There are large fertile 
prairies, which they occupy for tilbge and pasture, and 
forests for fencing materials and otiier purposes. In the 
year 1935, at this post, there were four hundred and fifty 
neat cattle, one hundred horses, two hundred riieep, forty 
goats, and three hundred hogs. They had raised the same 
year five tiiousand bushels of wheat, of the best quality I 
erer saw^ one thousand three hundred buslrels of potatoes; 
one thousand of barley, one thousand of oats, two thou- 
sand of peas, and a large T»iety of garden vegetables. 
This estimate does not include ^e horses, hcmied cattle, 
&c. and produce, raised at other stations. But littie, how- 
ever, is done at any of the others, excepting Colrile, fte 
uppermost post on the northern branch of the Columlna. 
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The garden of this station, enclosing about five acres, is 
laid out with regularity and good taste. While a large 
part is appropriated to the common esculent vegetables, 
ornamental plants and flowers are not neglected. Fruit 
of various kinds, such as apples, jpeaches, grapes and 
strawberries, for the time they have been introduced, flour- 
ish and prove that the climate and soil are well adapted 
to the purposes of horticulture. Various tropical fruits, 
such as figs, oranges, and lemons, have also been intro- 
duced, and grow with about the same care that they would 
require in the latitude of Philadelphia. 

In connection with this business and farming establish- 
ment, the Company have a flour-mill worked by ox-pow- 
er> which b kept in constant operation and proiiuces flour 
of excellent quality. Six miles up the Columbia^ at the 
confluence of a stream coming from the north-east, they 
have a saw-mill with several saws, which is kept in oper- 
ation most of the year. This mill though large, does not 
furnish more lumber than a common mill would, with one 
saw, in the United States. There being no pine below 
the Cascades, and but very little within five hundred miles 
of the mouth of the Columbia river, the only tin^ber sawed 
in this mill is fir and oak. Besides what lumber is used in 
the common business about this station, one, and some- 
times two ship loads are sent annually to Oahu, Sandwich 
Islands, and it is there called pine of the north-west coast, 
and sells for about fifty dollars the thousand feet Spars 
and timber for shipping are also sent to that market. 
Boards of fir are not so durable when exposed to the 
weather, as those of pine, nor so easily worked. One 
half ot the grain of each annual growth is very hard, and 
the other half soft and spungy, which easily absorbs mois- 
ture and causes speedy decay. There is a bakery here, 
in which two or three m^n are in constant employment. 
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which farnishds bread for daily issein the fort, and a large 
supply of sea biscuit for the shipping and trading stations 
along the north-west coast There are also shops for 
blacksmiths, joiners, carpenters, and a tinner. 

Here is a well regulated medical department, and a hos- 
pital for the accommodatbn of the sick laborers, in which 
also Indians who are larboring under any difficult and 
dangerous diseases are received, and in most cases have 
gratuitous attendance. 

Among the large buildings, there are four for the 
trading department. One for the Indian trade in which are 
deposited their peltries ; one for provisions ; one fpr goods 
opened for the current year's business ; and another for 
storing goods in a year's advance. Not less than a ship 
load of goods is brought from England annually, and al- 
ways at least one in advance of their present use, so that 
if any disaster should befal their ship on her passage, 
the business of the Company would not have to be sus- 
pended. By this mode of management, '^there is rarely 
less than two ship loads of goods on hand. The annual 
ship arrives in the spring, takes a trip to Oahu during the 
summer, freighted with lumber to that island, and brmg- 
ing back to Vancouver salt and other commodities, but 
generally not enough for ballast ; and m the last of Sep- 
tember, or in the first of October, she sails for England 
with the peltries obtained during the preceding year. 

The fur business about and west of the Rocky Moun- 
ains, is becoming far less lucrative than in years past ; 
for so extensively and constantly have every nook and 
corner been searched out, that beaver and other valuable 
fur animals are becoming scarce. It is rational to con- 
clude, that it will not be many years before this business 
will not be worth pursuing in the prairie country, south 
of the 6(^ of north latitude; north of this, m the colder 
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and more densely wooded regions, the biwiness wiM not 
Tary in any important degree. 

But very few Am^icans who have engaged in the far 
business beyond the Rocky Mountains, have ever suc- 
ceeded in making it profitable. Several companies have 
sustained great loss or entire foilure, owing generally to 
their ignorance of the country, and the best mode ot pro- 
cedure. The conductors of these enterprises, mainly, 
were inexperienced in Indian trade, and, Tike Americana 
generally, they perhaps expected the golden fruito of their 
labor and industry, without the time and patience requisite 
to ensure it. Hence the results have frequently been dis- 
appointment The Hudson Bay Company have reduced 
their business to such a system, that no one can have the 
chaise of any important ^ansactions, without having 
passed through tfie inferior grades, which constitute seve- 
ral year's apprenticeahip. Their lowest order are what 
they^sall servant, (eommoii laborers.) All above these 
are called gentlemen, but of diffisrent orders. The loweii 
class are clerks ; ^n chief clerks ; next traders, and 
ohiti traders ; (actors, and c^ ef factors ; and the highest, 
governors. Of the last named officers Aere are only two ; 
one resides in London, wbo is at the head of the whole 
business of the Company, and the o&^ rerides in Mon- 
treal, Lower Canada. There are only two chief factors 
west of the mountains, John McLaughlin, Esq. and Dun- 
can Ilnlayson, Esq., and with them are associated in busi- 
ness several chief traders and traders, and chief derks and 
<;lerks. The salaries of the gentlemen are pr<q)ortione4 fo 
the stations they occupy. This being their {^stem, no 
important enterprise is ever intmsted to any inexperienced 
person. 

It Is worthy of remai^k, that comparatively few of dl 
those who engage in the fur bumess about, ttid west «f 
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the Roclqr Mountains^ ever return to their native land, 
and to their homes and friends. Mr. P. of Fort Walla 
Wi^a, told me that to keep up their number of trappers 
and hunters near, but west of the mountains, thej were 
under the necessity of sending out recruits annually, about 
one third of the whole number. Captain W. has said, 
that of more than two hundred who had been in his em- 
ployment in less than three years, only between thirty and 
forty were known to be alive. From these data it may be 
seen that the life of hunters in these far western regions 
averages about three years. And with these known facts, 
still hundreds and hundreds are willing to engage in the 
hunter's life, and expose themselves to hardships, famine, 
dangers, and death. The estimate has been made from 
sources of correct information, that there are nine thou- 
sand white men in the north and in the great west, en- 
gaged in the various departments of trading, trapping and 
bunting, including Americans, Britons, Frenchmen, and 
Russians. It is more than one hundred and fifty years 
nnce white men penetrated far into the forests, in their 
canoes freighted with goods, coasting the shores of the 
remote lakes, and following up the still more remote 
rivers, to traffic with the Indians for their furs, not re- 
garding hunger, toils, and dangers. These enterprises 
have been extended and pursued with avidity, until every 
Indian nation and tribe have been visited by the trader. 

What is the power of that principle which draws these 
thousands from their country, and their homes and all the 
ties of kindred 1 Are the love of gain and hope of wealth 
the motives by which courage and daring are roused, and 
dangers defied 7 And shall Christianity be a less powers 
ful principle? Has it only furnished twenty or thirty 
missionaries, whose sole motive is to carry the gospel to 
the many ten thousand Indians in the widely extended 
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country, over which are ranging nine thousand traders, 
trappers, and hunters ? Are these the only evidences the 
church of God can give of sincerity in her professions of 
attachment to Christ, and to the interests of the immortal 
soul ? If so, then Christians surely must suffer in com- 
parison with worldly men, and our heaven-descended re- 
ligion, if judged of by its restricted fruits, must be deemed 
unworthy of its name and origin. But this want of 
Christian enterprise, characterized by the late period in 
which it is begun, and carried forward with such slow and 
faltering steps, is not only to be lamented as a blot upon 
the Christian name, but incomparably more is it to be la- 
mented, that in consequence, generation after generation 
of the heathen, to say nothing of the thousands who are 
traflBcking among them, are left in their ignorance of the 
Savior to perish eternally. How long shall it be, that 
when an adventurous man forms a plan for traflSc in far 
distant wilds, in a short time a company is formed with a 
capital of fifty thousand dollars, and a hundred men are 
found to face hardships and dangers, and they are away ? 
But when a Christian heart is stirred up to go and carry 
the gospel to some far distant Indian nation, he may plead 
and plead for four men and two thousand dollars, and per- 
haps in vain. But it is said, much is now doing for the 
heathen world. How much ? As much as to give five 
ministers to the United States. All that is doing for the 
conversion of the heathen is not more than it would cost 
to build, arid man, and defray the expenses of one ship of 
war. 
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CHAPTER Xra. 

Indian. p<^pa1ation--><Ka cQ S C P' iiMMtality^»attribi:tfed to coltiYataon of die 
aoU — Indiana destitute of medical science— holidays^— customs at home 
—customs of the Indiana — ^resemblance to Jewish customs in punish- 
ment — ^marriage contracts— condition of the females — slavery— di- 
yiaions into tribes^-one point of dissimilarity — ^language. 

I HAVE found the Indian population in the lower coun- 
try, that is, helow the falls of the Columbia, far less than 
I had expected, or what it was when Lewis and Clarke 
made their tour. Since the year 1829, probably seven- 
eighths, if not as Dr. McLaughlin believes, nine-tenths, 
have been swept away by disease, principally by fever and 
ague. The malignancy of this disease may have been in- 
creased by predisposing causes, such as intemperance, and 
the influence of intercourse with sailors. But a more di- 
rect cause of the great mortality, was their mode of treat- 
ment. In the burning stage of the fever they plunged 
themselves into some lake or river, and continued in the 
water until the heat was allayed, and rarely survived the 
cold stage which followed. So many and so sudden were 
the deaths which occurred, that the shores were strewed 
with the unburied dead. Whole and large villages were 
depopulated ; and some entire tribes have disappeared, but 
where there were any remaining persons, they united with 
other tribes. This great mortality extended not only from 
the vicinity of the Cascades to the shores of the Pacific, 
but far north and south ; it is said as far south as Cali- 
fornia. The fever and ague was never known in this 
country before the year 1829, and Dr. McLaughlin men- 
tioned it as a singular circumstance, that this was the year 
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in which fields were ploughed for the first time. He 
thought there must have been some connexion between 
breaking up the soil and the fever. I informed him that 
the same fever prevailed in the United States, about the 
same time, and in places which had not before been sub- 
ject to the complaint. The mortality, after one or two 
seasons, abated, partly firom the want of sulgeets, and 
partly from medical assistance obtained from the hospital 
at Fort Vancouver. The mortality of Indians and their suf- 
ferings under diseases are far greater than they would be, 
if they were furnished witii a knowledge Gi medicine. In- 
dian doctors are only Indian conjurers. But I shall have 
occasion to say more upon this subject ^en I describe 
Indian customs. 

December 25th. The holidays are not forgotten in the^ 
&r distant regions. From Christmas until after the New 
Year, all labor is suspended, and a general time erf indul- 
gence and festivity commences. Only this once in the 
whole year are ardent spirits given to the laborers, when 
Ihey have a fi*ee allowance, furnishing them the oppor- 
tunity to exhibit fully what they would do, if spirits were 
esusily and always accessible. On Christmas morning 
they dress themselves in their best attire—^accelerated 
movements are seen in every direction, and preparation is 
made for dinners, which are sure to be-iumished in their 
first style, and greatest profusion ; and the day passes in 
mirth and hilarity. But it does not end with the day; for 
the passions and appetites pampered through the day, 
prepare the way for the night to be spent in dancing ; 
and loud and boisterous laughter, shouts, and revelry, con- 
sume the hours designed for rest They continue these 
high-strung convivialities until they pass the portals of 
the new year, when kbor and toil resume their place. 
Such are often the customs of those who profess to be 
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Wiser and better. The expiring year yanishes amidst tiie 
Boise and rer^ of many, who pretend by such methods 
to honor the birth of our Savior, and th^ introduction of 
that only religion, which requires perfect purity and perfect 
(Hrder. And too many give, as they profess, but a decent 
honor and respect to those festival days, when fhun house 
to house of their best or indifferent friends, the wine is 
circulated until they become genteelly inebriated. And is 
it so, that these days are baptized with the name of Ao/y 
days 7 The piety of primitive Christians undoubtedly led 
them to observe the supposed anniversary of our Savior's 
birth, but whenever sudi uneommanded observances are 
greatly* abused, the same piety will exert itself to bring 
about a reformation ; and if this cannot be done, then to 
aboli^ the custom altogether. Hezekiah, long of Judahj 
in the case of the brazen sarpent, which was preserved as 
a memorial of the salvation wrought instrumentally by it, 
for those who were bitten by the fiery serpents, destroyed 
it when the people idolized and burned incense to it 

The question whedier there is any evidence that the In- 
dians are descended IBrom the ten lost bribes of Israel, though 
frequently and largely discussed, has not been satisfactorily 
answered. From all the personal observations I could 
make, and efforts at examination, I could not obtain any 
thing conclusive ilpon the subject, but am induced to be* 
lieve that their origin will remain as problematical in 
future, as it has been in time past But we know enough 
of their origin for all practical purposes, since we know 
that th^ are a part of the fallen family of man, and there- 
fore need to know the way of salvation through Jesus 
Qirist Their are s(Hne thmgs in their belief and customs 
which favor the idea that they are of Israelitish descent 
Thrir entire freedom from idolatry is a peculiar character- 
istic, by vAich they are distinguished from all otber- 
9 
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hesit^eQ* Where can another heathen nfttien be &mmd, 
who have no idob or idol worship? It will be remem- 
hered that this propensity d* the Jews to idolatry was en- 
Urely subdned from the time of their captivity in Babylon* 
Among the Indians beycmd the mountains^ I found no idoi^ 
nor any appearance of idolatry. They believe in only one 
God, and all their worship, so far as they hare any^ is 
offered to Him. They believe in the immoiiality of the 
soul, and future rewards and pmnslunenta Their knowl- 
edge of thesQ important truths is'very inadequate and im- 
perfect, as might be suppossed, since they are destitute of 
the light of divine revelation. It was predicted by the 
prophet Hosea of the children of Israeli that " thqr *dK«ild 
abide many days without a king, and without a prince^ 
and without a sacrifice/' They have no sacrifices^ no ldng% 
and no prince. Their government is inve^ed entirely in 
their chiefs, no one of whom has any special control over 
the others, or over the people, but they always act in uni- 
ted councils. Their minds are perfectly op«n to rei^ire 
any truth in regard to the character and worship of God. 
They have many traditions and superstitions ; iomI isome 
persons can hardly see the distinction between a revcirence 
for these, and idol worship — for instance, though they 
n^y believe, that the Great Wolf and the Gray Bear 
scrambled together the mountains in a fight, yet they do 
not worship either. 

Their custom of punishing the crime of murder, if it does 
not differ from that of all other heathen nations, y«t it 
coincides with what was the custom pf the Jews* The 
nearest relatives of the murdered perjson.are the ^^avengers 
of blood," the executioners, or " pursuers of blood." They 
kill the murderer, if they can find him ; and in their own 
tribe or nation, they do not extend the punistenent to any 
other person, so that " the fathers are not put to death fcr 
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t]ie diildren, neither are the dnidren put to death for the 
fethers ; every man is put to death for his owa sin.'' As 
the Jews did not regard other nations with the same be- 
nerolence as their own, so the Indians make a dL^ncti(»i 
between their own tribe or nation, s(nd others. If one is 
killed by a person belonging to another nation, if they 
cannot obtain and put the murders to death, they will 
take the life of some of the relatives of the murderer ; or, 
jf they fail of this, some one of the nation must atone for 
the crime. And if this cannot be done immediately, the 
debt of blood will still be demanded, though years may 
pass away before it is cancelled. 

There is a^so, some resemblance in their marriage con- 
tracts. The negotiation is commenced, if not completed, 
with the parents of the intended bride, as in the case oi 
Isaac's naarrpng Rebekah. Abraham directed his servant 
to go to his kindred and take a wife for his son Isaac. He 
went, and when God bad shown him that Rebekah was the 
appointed person, he first consulted her father and brother, 
and when their approbation was obtained, Rebekah's 
approval closed the contract, and presents were made to 
the several members of the family. The customs of the 
Indians are substantially the same. The bridegroom ne- 
gotiates with the parents, and the approbation of the 
daughter being obtained, the stipulated commodities are 
1^1, and the man takes his wife. But as much or more 
is given in dowry to the daughter. The presents and 
dowry are proportioned to the rank and wealth of the 
oontractmg parties. Wanaxka, the first chief of the 
Glough-e*wal-lab Indians, has refused more than one 
hundred dollars for a beautiful daughter, whom Isaw when 
I diared the hospitality of his house. A chief at the La 
Dalles refused two horses and six blarikets, together with 
several other articles of snaller value. If is not to be un- 
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derstood^ howeyer^ that marriage is a mere mercenary 
transaction ; for fancy and choice have their influence 
with them> as well as among more refined people. 

Another resemblance between the Indians and the Jews 
may be traced in the estimation in whidi the females are 
held. No doubt the d^radation of Indian women is to be 
attributed in a large degree to heathenian, and that un- 
civilized and savage state in which we find them ; yet in 
their respective occupations we find some features which, 
are not dissimilar. Among those nations and tribes who do 
not possess slaves, the women cut and gather wood for 
fire, as well as prepare food for their families ; they pack 
and unpadc the horses, set up and take down lodges, 
gather roots and berries for food, dress the sldns for 
clothing, and make them into garmrats. So the Jewi^ 
women drew water for flocks and camels, and watehe4 
over them ; they gleaned the fields in harvest ; they also 
performed the work of grinding in the mill. Our Savior 
refers to this, when he foretold the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. ** Two women shall be grinding at the mill, one 
shall be taken and the other left.'' 

Slavery was suflFered among the Jews, and undoubtedly 
for the same reasons that polygamy was, and the putting 
away their wives by writing a bill of divorcement While 
the Great law-giver did not at once abolish the practice, 
he brought it under modified restrictions. The stealing 
and selling a man was punishable with death. If a man 
bought a Hebrew servant, the time of his service was not 
to exceed six years. Intermarriages took place betwe^i 
these servants and the families of their masters ; and the 
betro&ed maid was to be treated like a daughter. The 
same restrictions were not, however, enjoined in relation 
to those bondmen of the heathen, until the days of the 
I^ophetSj, when they were commanded to break every yoke 
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and let the oppressed go free. So also slavery exists in a 
modified form among the Indians west of the mountains, 
not generally, but only among the nations in the lower 
country. They are bought ; taken prisoners in war ; 
taken in payment of debts, if they are orphans of the 
debtor; and sell themselves in pledges. They are put to 
^e same service which women perform among those In- 
dians who have no slaves. They are generally treated 
with kindness ; live in the same dwelling with their mas- 
ters, ami often intermarry with those who are free. They 
are exempt from one cruel practice which their masters 
inflict upon their own children, the flattening of their heads. 
The reason, which those who possess slaves assign for 
flattening their own beads, is, that they may be distiih 
guished from their slaves who hare round heads. 

Polygamy is practiced among the Indians, and with 
nearly the same regulations with which it was practiced 
among the Jews. Though they do not write bills of 
divorcement and put away their wives, yet they send them 
away on slight occasion. But this brings no disgrace on 
tiie woman's character, and generally she is soon married 
to another, and often as advantageously. 

Another resemblance between the Jews and the Indians 
is the division of their nations into tribes. The tribes of 
the children of Israel were the descendants of distin- 
guished families, and their government was patriarchaL 
The tribes among the Indians are constituted much in the 
«ame way. Some important personage gains an influence, 
numbers become attached to him ; and though they do 
not separate from their nation, nor at once become a dis- 
tbct tribe, yet they are denominated a band, and these 
bands in many cases grow up into tribes. 

How much allusion there may be to the ancient Jewish 
custom of wearing " fringes to the borders of their gar- 
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ments,'' I am not able to determine by eliciting any fads 
from Indian tradition^ but the practice is universal among 
the tribes west of the mountains, as far a3 my observatioa 
extended — and so foml are tbey of this ornament to their 
dress, that every seam in their garments is fornisheci 
with it 

There is one consideration which should nc^ be passtsd 
over, and which may appear to be agamst the.evidaMsea 
that the Indians are of Israelitish origin. 

Every different nation has an entirely distinct language. 
These languages are more di^inct than the different lan- 
i;uages of Europe; for in all the different languages of 
Europe there are words derived from Latm, common to 
each, which prove a common relation. Now if the Indbns 
are descended from the Jew^ and of course once had a 
common language, viz« the Hebrew, notwithstanding their 
departure by different dialects from their original, might it 
not be expected that there would still remain words and 
idioms indicative of their common origin ? But it is not 
80, as may be seen in a vocabulary of a few languages 
which I shall subjoin. They have some words in common 
with Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, but these are used in an 
entirely different sense from that in which they are used 
in those languages. As far as it respects language, the 
proof of a Je wi^, or even of a common origin, b not oi^ 
doubtful, but highly improbable. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Tbe variotis animals beyond the Motmteins. 

It is generally supposed that wild animaky in all Ihdian 
countries, and especially in the &r regions beyond tiie 
mountatiss^ are very numerous; but, exceptii^ bufialo 
>^thin their range, -which is becoming more and more 
^circumscribed, game is scarce. In giring an account of 
aniouls beyond th6 mountains, I shall not go into i mbote 
description of those which are £amiliiir to all classes •f 
persons. 

Among the animals of the genus cenms, the elk in the 
brgest and most majestic. It exists in considerable num- 
bers east^ of the Rocky Mountains, but is less numerous 
OB tbe west side. It combines beauty with magnitude 
and strength, and its large towering horns give it an im- 
posing appearance. Its senses are so keen, in apprehen- 
sion, that it is difficult to be aj^roached ; and its speed in 
fl%ht is 80 great that it mocbst the chase. Its flesh re- 
sembles beef, though less highly flavored, and is mncih 
sought for by the Indians and hunters. Its skin is 
csteoned, and much used in articles of clothing and fer 
moccasons. 

I did not see the moose ; they are said to be found 
farther north, in the colder and woody regions. 

There are three species of deer ; the red, the black- 
tailed, and the common American deer. like^diose found 
in other countries, thqr are of a mild, innocoot, timid 
aq>ect; el^ant in form, with slender, nervooa limbs. 
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When any object or noise alarms them, they throw up 
their heads ; erect and move their ears in every direction to 
catch the sounds ; snuff up the wind, and bcmnd off with 
great celerity. The deer west of the mountains are more 
lean, and the flesh is less inviting than those found in the 
United States. This may arise from the nature of the food 
to which they are confined, having less, opportunity for 
browsing, especially upon such shrubbery as is congenial 
to their natures, there being but very few of the sacdiari* 
ferous kinds found in their country. 

The red deer are generally found about the Rocky 
Mountains and upon the head waters of the Columbia. 

The black-taikd deer, while they are of a dusky sallow 
color, like the common American deer, are somewhat 
darker, and their tails are larger and nearly black, which 
^ves them their name. Their eyes are large and promi- 
nent, their ears lore also large and long, and judging from 
those I saw, they are smaller than the commcm de^r. 
When they move faster than a walk, they bound. 

The antelope, which I have already deserited, page 
61st, are numerous in the upper and prairie counti^. 
They are a species of the gazelle, but differ at least in 
variety, from any described by zoologists as inhabiting the 
eastern continent These are said to be brown upon the 
head, back, and outside of their limbs — the breast, belfy, 
and inside of the limbs, are white — and their horns are 
sixteen inches long. But the antelopes of thb ctmntry 
are of different colors, often red, or red and white in 
irregular patches. Tbcar horns are similar to those of the 
goat in size and length, but are recurved, and are not de- 
ciduous, like all the varieties of their genus, they are 
beautifully formed, and are characterized by a prominent, 
nuld and beautiful eye, exceeding swiftness in running, 
and agility in all their motions. Their fieet are clov^, 
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dnd their limbs are slender and delicate. Tbqr are gre- 
garious and are often seen feeding in flocks of twenty or 
more, or sporting upon tbe hills and in the Tallej^s. They 
seem to take a middle place between the goat and the 
deer, though entirely distinct from either. 

In enumerating the animals beyond the Rocky moun- 
tainS) I am not able, as might be expected, to describe the 
Rocky Mountain, or big-horn sheep. I am unwilling to 
i^te, as facts, the descriptions of others, especially as 
there are so many wrong statements made in natural his- 
tory. I did not see any of these animals, which probably 
I should have done, if they were as numerous a travelers 
have said they are. I saw their horns, Ivhich are enor- 
mously large, if, as it is said, their bodies are not much 
larger than a common deer. A horn which I measuredj 
ws» five inches in diameter at its juncture with the head, 
and eighteen long. Its flesh, of which I had an oppor- 
tunity to eat, was far preferable to the best mutton. They 
inhabit the mountains, and are said to select the most rough 
and precipitous parts where grass is found. They are not 
covered with wool, but with hair so bordering upon wool 
as to render their coat warm in the winter. 

The mountain goat, and sheep, did not come under my 
observation. I was anxious to obtain specimens of them 
for description, but succeeded in obtaining only small parts 
of their skins. 

It is hardly necessary to say that the beaver, so noted 
for its valuable fur, for its activity and perseverance, its 
social habits, its sagacity and skill in constructing its 
village, and preparing its neat and comfortable dwellings, 
is an inhabitant of this country. It has been sought with 
avidity, and has been a source of wealth to many, but to 
multitwdes, of poverty, misery, and death. It would be 
^fficttlt to sum up the woes of the last class <^ adventurers . 
9» 
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Ito fledi is T^ good for food, and the tFap^>er and buoler 
depend abno^t entirely upon it for sulx^ence, while in ita 
puranit Although I ate several timea the flesh of the 
beaveTi yet I discovered bo evidence of the truth of the 
assertion often made, that while the flesh of the fore parts 
is of the quality of land animals^ its hind parts are in smell 
and ti^ste like fish. I should thiidt it would require muck 
assistance from imagination to discover the fish taste. 

Here also the land otter is found, and is^mnewhat num^* 
Qi»f and next to the beaver is sought with avidity by Hm 
hunter and trader. The shades of its colar vary from a 
light, to a deep, beautiful brown. The fur is rich and in 
great demand, and there is none found in any country ot 
better quality than the skins I saw at d^Esrent trading poft9 
of the Hudson Bay Company. Its f(»r»Ation is adapted t9 
land and water, havi^ short and muscular legs, to artioir 
lated that it can bring them horizontal with its body, and 
use them as fins in the water ; and its toes are webbedlike 
water fowl. It subsists principally upon fish, frogs and 
Other aquatic animals^ It has a peculiar habit, which seems 
to b^ its pastime, for we know of no motive it can have, 
unless it be the love of amusement, which is to aaoend a 
high ridge of snow, and with its legs throvm back, sHde 
down head foremost upon its breast When there is no 
snow, it will in the same manner slide down steep, »nooth, 
grassy banks. 

The sea otter, ao highly and justly valued foff ite rich 
fur> is fouml only along the American coast and adjac^t 
islands, firom opposite Kasoschatka, to Upper California, 
They vaiy in siflce, are genially about four feet long when 
full grown, iomI nine inches in diameter. Its legs are veiy 
short, and its feet are webbed. Its fur is of the first qual* 
itf, long and glossy, extremely &ie, internuxed with s(HDe 
hair; the outside is black--fK»n9timfis^ however^ dvGkf^ 
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^nd the inside a cinerous brown. They are amphitnoos, 
sportive, and often bask upon the Aore for repose, and 
when asleep, the Indians approach and slay them. They 
have been so much hunted for their valuable fur, that they 
are rapidly diminishing in numbers. 

The hair seal is very frequently seen in the waters cf 
Columbia river. Its head is large and round, its eyes foB 
and mild. I often saw it strimming after our canoe, pre- 
senting to view its head, neck and shoulders, appearing in 
some degree, like the mastiff dog. Its hair is of various 
colors, generally a dappled gray. It rarely goes far from 
its most natural element, water; but is sometimes seen 
basking upon rocks on the shore, and this is the most 
favoraUe opportunity for kilHng it; for its motions are 
so quick in the water, that it wiU submerge at the fla& cf 
the rifle, and if killed in the water it smks, and is cRffitidt 
to be obtained. 

The racoon is somewhat numerous in parts of this coun- 
try, more especially towards the ocean. I could not dis- 
cover any difference in their appearance and habits from 
Aose in the United States. 

The badger inhabits this country, and is found on the 
plains on both sides of the great chain of mountains. 
Having given a short description of this animal, page 62, 
when passing through the parts where it was seen, it is 
not necessary in this place to make any further remarks. 

The weasel, the polecat, the marmot, the mink and 
muskrat, are common though not numerous in this coun- 
try, and not differing from those on the eastern part of this 
continent, they do not need descriptbn. 

The prairie dog, briefly described on page 62, is found 
both on the east and west sides of the mountains. It is 
about fourteen inches long, and is rather heavily formed, 
and is undoubtedly a distinct species of animaL It has 
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recaTed its name from a barking sound, like that of a very 
small dog, wbich it utters when any danger is appre- 
hended. It is covered with a rich, dark brown fun They 
live in communities and burrow in the ground, and thdr 
villages often extend over some miles of territory, which 
IS so perfcurated as to endang^ both horse and rider when 
passing over them. Some one or more are selected fer 
sentinels, and are seated upon the small mounds formed 
by excavating their dwellings, and while the principal 
part of their community are busy in procuring food, these 
sentinels are on the lookout, and as soon as danger threat* 
ens,^they give the alarm by a ^rill bark, when all 
instantly fly to their subterranean habitations for safety. 

There is a small species of the marmot, of which I have 
seen no description in any work on natural lustory, which 
is prdbably peculiar to this country. It is ^led by the 
Nez Percys, eluet ; is five inches long from the tip of its 
nose, exclusive of its tail, which is two in length — its 
body is one inch and a third in diameter, the color is 
brown, beautifully intermixed with small white spots upon 
its back ; the under parts of its body are of a dull white. 
It has'eight long hairs projecting from the nose, on «u^h 
side, and two over each eye. Its habits resemble those 
bdonging to its genus. It is remarkably nimble in its 
movements. The Indians esteem its flesh a luxury. 

The wolverine is said to inhabit these western regions, 
and I saw one in the Salmon River mountains, which my 
Indians killed. The animal differed in several partictt- 
lars from the description given by Richardson. It w«s 
one foot nine inches from its nose to its tail ; its body was 
not large in proportion to the length, diort legs, small 
eyes and ears : the neck short, and as large as the head, 
and its mouth shaped like that of the dog. Its color was 
uniformly a dark brovni, nearly black; and its for was 
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more than an inch long and coarse. I had no c^portu* 
nity of observing its habits. 

The hedgehog is common in all parts of the Oregon ter- 
ritory, does not differ from, those found in other parts dT 
America, and for its quills is held in high estimation by 
the Indians. It is interesting to see with how much inge* 
nmty, and in how many various forms, the Indians mano* 
facture these quUls into ornamental work, such as mocca* 
SODS, belts and various other articles. 

There are three kinds of squirrels — 'two of which I have 
already described. The third is the gray, which differs 
from those in the United States, in being larger and its 
color more beautifully distinct. I saw many of their skins 
made into robes and worn by the Indians about the Cas- 
cades. 

Of the feline or cat kind, there are the panther, the long- 
tailed tiger cat, the common wild cat, andJbe lynx. The 
panther is rarely seen, and the difference of dimate and 
country produce no change in its ferocbusness and other 
habits, from those found in other parts of America. The 
long-tailed tiger cat is more common, very large and of a 
dull, reddish color. Also the c<»nmon wild cat ^.is oft«i 
seen. It is much smaller, its tail is short and its color is 
like the above named. I can only name the lynx, as they 
did not come under my observation. It m in the lower, 
wooded country they are found, and the Indians say diey 
are numerous. 

There are five different spedes of wolves; the common 
gray wolf, the black, blue, white, and the small prairie 
vi(A[. The common grey wolf is the same as those found 
in the United States, and has all their common habits. 
The black wolf, which I did not see, but as described by 
Mr. Ermitinger, a gentleman belonging to the Hudson 
Bay Company, is larger than the gray and more noble in 
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i(t appearance, and is tlie strongest of the wolf kind 
Those which the same gentleman called the blue wolf, 
•re rarely seen, as also the white, and so far as their hab- 
its are known, thej do not materially differ from othBiSL 
The small prairie wolf is the most common, and bears the 
greatest resemblance to the dog, and has been called tb« 
wild dog. It diffiirs from the dog in all the peculiarities 
CKf the wolf kind as much as the others do. It is as tmi« 
form in its color, size and habits. They are of a dull red^ 
diidi gray, never particolored; the hair is always long, 
blended with brown fur at its roots, and like other wolves 
they are always prowling and cowardly. They are flM>rs 
numeroitt than the other kinds, and in con^derable nunn 
bers IbUow the caravans to feed upon the offitls. Although 
we frequently heard them howl and bark around our 
encampments, yet they never disturbed our rest. 

Much has been said ^about the immense number of 
wolves bej^nd the Rocky Mountains, but I did not find 
Aem so numerous as I eirpected. I do not make this 
assertion solely from the fact that I saw or heard only a 
few, but from the testimony of those whose long residence 
in this country entitles them to credit. It is the ttavelef 
Who never saw the country he describes, ot the lover of 
the marvelous, or he who does not expect soon to be fol* 
lowed in his route through dreary and uninhabited wildi^, 
who sees and minutely relates, adventures with the rep- 
tiles and monsters of the desert. 

The fox, which is generally dispersed through Ae 
world, is found here in three different kinds ; the red, gray, 
and silver. They do not differ from those found east of 
Ae mountains. The diver gray fox is scarce, and highly 
esteemed, and tdces the highest rank among the furs of 
commerce. Its color is dark, sometimes nearly black, the 
^ids of the hairs tipped with white, and in addition to Ute 
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QSGommonly fine texture^ the fur pieseiits « beautifiil 
f^hesy appearance. 

Martins are not abundant ; some are found about the 
head waters of the Columbia in woody aM>untains, bi^ 
&ey are more numerous and of superior quality farther 
Korth. 

The inoffensire, timorous hare, in three different species^ 
abofunds in all parts of this country. Its natural instinct 
£»r se1f-i»re6ervation, its remarkably prominent eye, its 
large active ear, and its soft fur, are its diaracteristics hi 
tbis, as in other regicms. The three species are, the large 
common hare, which is generally known $ the small chief 
hare with large round ears ; and a very small i^Necies, onhf 
five or m inches long, with pointed ears. If tiie fir^ 
Bamed di&rs in any particular from those in the United 
States, it is in its manner of running, and its speed. Bs 
bound is not regular, but its motions are an alternate 
running and leaping at an almost incredible distance, and 
with such swiftness that I frequently mistook it, at fint 
yiew, fcNT the prairie hen, whidil supposed was flying near 
the surface of the ground. Its flesh, when laed for food» 
is tender and of a pleasant flavor. 

The CHily dress which many of the Indians have to pro^ 
tect them from the cold, is made of the skins of these ani-^ 
mab, patched together into a scanty robe. 

Tb^ are four varieties of bears, though it is supposed 
tibere.are only two distinct species. These are the whiter 
grizzly, brown, and bla^k. The white bear is ferocious 
and powerful, but their numbers are so small in the region 
of the Oregon country, that they are not an object et 
dread. But the grizzly bear is far more numerous, more 
£[>rmidable, and l^ger, some of Aem weighing mx or eight 
hundred pounds. Their teeth are formed &r strength, and 
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their claws are equally terrific, measuring four Or fiv« 
inches; and their feet, which are astonishingly large, exr 
elusive of the claws, measuring not far from ten inches 
long, and five inches wide. There are some even lar^r. 
The shades of their color vary from a very light gray to a 
dark brown, always retaining the grizzly characteristic 
Among a multitude of their skins which I saw, there were 
some beautifully ^ dappled, and as large as buffalo robes. 
These were held in high estimation. Their hair and for 
]» longer, finer, and more abundant than of any other spe- 
cies. They depend more upon their strength than speed 
for taking their prey, and therefore generally lurk in wil- 
lows or other thickets, and suddenly seize upon any animal 
which may be passing near. The mountam men tell as 
many wonderful stories about their encounters with these 
prodigies of strength and ferocity, as some mountain tra- 
velers tell us about constant battles with the Blaokfeet In- 
dians,, and starvation, and eating dogs. Now I may be 
considered deficient in a flexible and fruitful imagination, 
if I do not entertain my readers with one bear story, aft^ 
having traveled thousands of miles over prairies, and moun- 
tains, through valleys, ravines, and amongst caves, chasms 
and deserts. But as I did not have any wonderful en- 
counters, I must borrow from a gentleman of established 
good character, belonging to the Hudson Bay Company, 
who gave me an account of a case which he witness^ 
0e and a number of others were traveling in canoes up 
the Athabasca river, and on a morning one of their hunters 
shot upon the shore a large cub of a grizzly bear, which 
they took on board a canoe, and of which they made their 
supper on encamping for the night. While seated aromid 
their fire in conversation, the supposed mother of the slain 
cub approached, sprang across the circle and over the fire^ 
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nmzed the hunter who had shot the cub, threw him across 
her jdunilder, and made off with him. They all laid hold 
oi their rifles and pursued, but feared to fire lest they 
(dumld injure their companion. But he requested them 
to fire, which one of them did and wounded the bear. 
She then dropped the first offender, and laid hold of the 
last in like manner as the first, but more roughly, and ac- 
celerated her departure. There was no time to be lost, 
and several fired at the same time, and brought her to the 
ground. The last man was badly wounded, but recovered. 
The ^* greed medicine^^^ or mystery m this case, I shall not 
attempt to explain, but let every one account for it in his 
owo way. 

The b*own bear is less ferocious, more solitary, and not 
highly esteemed either for food or for its skin. The black 
bear is somewhat similar in its habits to the brown, 
bot lives more upon vegetable food, and is more in estima* 
tion for its pure black, well-coated skin. 

I close with the buffalo, which is of th^ hovine genus, ^ 
and is the largest and the most important for food and 
covering of any of the animals in our country. I need not 
in this place go into so long description, as otherwise 
would be important, having already spoken of them as I 
was passing through dieir range of country. After having 
seen thousands and ten thoi^ands of them, and having had 
months of time to examine their forms and habits, I do not 
Aink they should be classed with the buffalo or bison of 
the eastern continent. Not with the buffalo, if historians 
have given a correct description of those on that continent 
He flesh of those is said to be ^* black, hard, and very un- 
palatable; their hides impenetrable, making soft and 
smooth leather ; their race is so fierce and formidable, that 
tb«re is no method of escaping their pursuit but by climb« 



Digitized by 



Google 



310 

iBg up some immense tree ; for a moderate tree would be 
brokea down by them, and many travelers have iastantiy 
been gored to death by them and trampled to pieces under 
their feet" It is said 'Ufaeir roice is a hideous loud bet- 
low/' Bat none of these things are true of the fauffiilo of 
4Mir country. 

If a true account has been giren of the bison of the 
eastern oontinenty our buffalo differ from tiiem in' sevenrf 
material traits of character and habits. Those of the 
eastern ccmtment, are said to have ^^ small beads^ witk 
horns so wide spread, that three men can sit between them 
^ — that their eyes are mnall, red and fiery— that th^ bave 
a hump upon their backs like a camel, and which is pre* 
farred to be eaten for its ddicady-*— that they are ferce and 
Tindictive, so that men have to fly to trees for saffety-^ 
that the balls and cows live in separate bands." These 
things dp not correspond with the buffalo or bison of o«lr 
western prairies. 

The buffalos or bisons of our country are ^^serally 
about as krge as our domestic neat cattle, and the kmg, 
shaggy, woolly hair whiob covers profusely Ibeur heai4, 
neck, and i^oulders, gives them an imposing appearanoe, 
at a distance s<nnething Uke the lion. Probably thete is 
not any animal in the world, that presents an appearanoe 
so formidable and terrific as the buffalo bull, when excited 
and deteranned upon resistance. 

Their color is a dark brown, when they Mre in the best 
condition for robes, which is from November until JaM- 
my. As the season advances, their woolly fur increases 
in length and assumes a pale color ; but after ^ledding 
their coat, their fur is very Aatt, and nearly black. In 
many particulars they resemble otur homed cattle ; they are 
cloven footed, diew the cud, and select &e same kind ^ 
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food. Their flesh is in appearance and taste much 13» 
bee^ btit of superior flavor^ and remarkably easy of dige^ 
iiGn. Their hei^ are formed like the ox, perhaps a little 
2nore round and broad, and when running they carry 
them rather low. Their horns, ears, and 'eyes, as seem 
through their shaggy hair, appear small, and when cleared 
from their covering, they are not large. Their legs and 
feet are anall and trim, ^he fore legs corered with the 
kn^ hair of the shoulders as lorn down as the knee. 
Though their figure is clum^ in aj^earanee, yet they nm 
swiftly and for a long time without greatly slackciung 
tl&eir speed ; and in ascending steep hills or mountains, 
tbey more than equal the best horses. They unite in 
heidSy and when fasding scatter oyer a large space, but 
when fledng from danger, they collect into dense columns, 
and having once laid their course, are not easily diverted 
teem it, whatever may oppose^ and indeed it cannot be 
done with sa^y to themsetves; for should the foremost 
halt, or turn Erectly &€m their course, the dense mass- in 
tbe rear ru^ng on would over&row and destroy them. 
They can change their direction mij by taking a circuitoas 
coarse. Their sense of smelling is very acute, and they 
perceire the hunter, when he is on the wfaniward side, at 
a great distance, the alarm is tak^ and when any of 
them mamfest fear^ they are thrown into confiision ustil 
some of the cows from the instinct of fear, take the lead 
id £ee from the pursuer, and then all follow a^ the top of 
timr iq>eed/ So far are they from being a fierce and 
revengeful animal, that they are very shy and timid ; and 
in no case did I see them offer to make an atteck, exeept 
inself defetui^ when wounded and closely pursued, and 
then they always sought the first opportunity to escape. 
l¥hen they run,^th^ lean altswmately from one side to the 
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other. The herds are composed promiscuously of bulla 
and cows, except some of the old bulls, which are often 
found by themselves in the rear or in advance of the main 
bands. Sometimes an old blind one is seen alone and 
separated from all others ; and it was amusing to see their 
consternation when they apprehended the approach of 
danger. The natural instincts of fear and prudence lead 
them to fly alternately in every possible direction for 
safety. I was pleased to find our most thoughtless young 
men respect their age and pity their calamity ; for in no 
instance did I see any abuse offered diem. They are fond 
of rolling upon the ground like horses, which is not prac* 
ticed by our domestic cattle. This is so much their diver- 
non, that large places are found without grass and consi- 
derably excavated. The use of their skins for robes, and 
the woolly fur, with which they are covered, arc so univer- 
sally known, that a description is entirely unnecessary. 
Another peculiarity which belongs to them is, that they 
n^er raise th^ voice above a low bellow; in no in- 
stance w«re we disturbed by their lowing, even when sm^- 
rounded by thousands, and in one of our encampments, it 
was supposed there were five thousand near. It has been 
said th^ do not visit any of the districts formed of primi- 
tive rocks. This is said without reason, for I saw them as 
frequently in those districts, in proportion to their extent, 
as where other formations existed. It is also said that as 
they recede from the east they are extending west. Tliis 
is also inconect ; for, as I have bef<^e said, their limits 
are becoming more and more circumscribed. And if th^ 
should continue to diminiidi for twenty years to come^ as 
they have during the last twenty,.th^ will become almost 
extinct. 
It is unpleasant to contemplate the period, when tfiis 
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noble animal will be seen no more, and will be known 
only in history and seen only upon canvass. Thousands 
and hundreds of thousands are slain yearly, not fof 
food, but for robes, to gratify the luxury of civilized 
men, as seen in almost every vehicle for business or plea- 
sure. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Pish— ^escriptkni o| salmon — salmon fishery— ornithology — dendrology 
—shrubbery — nutritive roots — geography — mountains — ralleys — 
plains — forests — ^rivers — soU-H^asons. 

I PASS to a brief notice of the fish found in the waters 
of the Columbia. Their number is great, but their variety 
is small. The salmon, sturgeon, anchoyy rock cod, and 
trout, are all that came under my particular observation. 
Shad have not been found in these western waters. The 
sturgeon of good quality and in large numbers, commence 
ascending the rivers in the first part of April, and furnish 
food to the suffering Indians. I say suffering, for before 
the opening of the spring, their stock of provisions is con- 
sumed, and they are seen searching for roots and any 
thmg which will sustain life ; and though I do not feel 
authorized to say what others have said, that in the latter 
part of the winter and beginning of spring, they die with 
starvation in great numbers, yet they are brought to ex- 
treme want, and look forward with great solicitude, to the 
time when the sturgeon shaH come into the river. A 
■mall fish, like the anchovy, about six inches long, very 
fat and well flavored, come into the river in great num- 
bers about the same time or a little before the sturgeon. 
The Indians obtain large quantities of oil from them by 
putting them into a netting strainer and exposing them to 
gentle heat. 

The rock codfish were not known to inhabit the waters 
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aiboat the mouth of iSbe Ccdumbia, until the pfeaent jear. 
They are yery fine and eaaly caught 

Tlie salmon is far the most numerous and Taluable fish 
found in these waters, and is of excellei^t Bxror. It is well 
ascertained that there are not less than m different species 
(St Tarieties (tf the true salmon that ascend these waters, 
commencing about ^ 20th of April . Their muscular 
power is exceedingly great, which is manifested in pass* 
ii^ the faUs and rapids which would seem insuperable. 
They are nerer known to return^ but are constantly press- 
ing their way upwards, so that it is not uncommon to find 
them in the small branches of the rivers near the Tery 
aotirces« We feimd diem in September near the Rocky 
Mountains, where they are said to be as late as Noremlm 
and December* I saw some with parts of their heads 
worn to the bone, and the skin worn from various parts of 
thor bodies, which appears to be the result of efforts t9 
ascend^ until they perish. Late in the season great nun^ 
bers are found dead, furmshing food for crows, vultures, 
eagles, foxes, and wolves — and even Indians | for I have 
86^ them drive away the crows, and appropriate the rem- 
nants to themselves* When the salmon become much 
ffiiaciated, the flesh loses its rich redness, and it is seen in 
the skin, which gives the 6sk a besuitiful appearance ; but 
^fhen in this state it is hardly e^ble. It is worthy of 
notice, that the salmon has its prefinresices of water^ select- 
ing ^cme branches of the CoIumUa river and passing by 
others^; and those taken in sonte of the tributary streafiot* 
are far better than those tdcea in otbec& While those 
which ascend the river never return, the young are seen 
in September descending on their way to the ocean, in 
immense numbers. It is believed these return the fourth 
year after their descent; but this may be only conjecture. 
It is difficult to estimate how many sahncm might be taken 



Digitized by 



Google 



m these rirers, if proper measures "vrere pursued ; and also 
what would be the results upon the numbers which would 
continue to enter and ascend. I think without doubt a 
plan might be devilled and adopted to carry on a salmon 
finery in this rirer to good advanta^ and profit The 
experiment was made by a company from the Umted 
States, which failed, for it contained the elements of its 
own oyerthrow. The company sent out large quantities 
of rum, probably calculating on the fact that the Indians 
are fond of ardent i^irif s, and if they should gratify this 
appetite, they should eidist them in their favor, and as In- 
(fians will do anything for rum^ they would catch and sell 
fish to them. Whatever the object of the company might 
bare been in sending and dealing out so much rum, ths 
Indians were highly pleased with receivmg it in pay for 
their salmon. But when they had thus obtained it they 
would become intoxicated and disqualified for labor, and 
more time was wasted in drunkenness, than employed in 
fishing. Besides the salmon were suffered to lie in die hot 
sun until they were much ii^ured, if not wholly Spoiled. 
The result was, that the company, as I was informed, ob- 
tained only about four hundred barrels of salmon, and 
made a losing voyage ; and the superintendent at Fort 
Vancouver told me, that when the company abandoned 
fiieir business, they stored many barrels of rum at hb fort. 
My information was not wholly derived from those who 
had been in the employment of that company, and gentle- 
men of the Hudson Bay Company, but in part from the 
Indians, who often spoke to me upon the sul]ject by way 
of praise. They would say, " dose, Mas lum/^ sdgnifying, 
grood, plenty of rum. 

The birds of Oregon are not so numerous as those which 
inhabit civilized countries^ probably because they have not 
access to the grain and iruit of cultivated fields^ and the 
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woods and groves are more widely dispersed. But they 
are sufficiently numerpus to employ an ornithologist pro- 
fitably^ for a great length of time in collectbg and preser- 
ving specimens. This region is particularly interesting 
from the factjthat in this as in other departments of natural 
science, it has hitherto been an imexplored field — no com- 
petent scientific jperson having visited this country to clas- 
sify the different genera and species. Mr. J. K. Town- 
send, of Philadelphia, an ornithologist, has spent two 
years in examining scientifically this field, and will 
probably give to the public the result of his labors. I 
am indebted to him for assistance in the following sum- 
mary. 

The largest part of the feathered race are migratory, and 
are 9een only a part of the year. There are many, how- 
Q¥^ that re^de here during the whole year. Among these 
are the majestic white-headed eagle, and the golden eagle, 
and three or four species of hawks, two species of jay, the 
magpie, Corvus pica, and thousands of ravens and crows ; 
several species of small sparrows, and two or three species 
of grouse, the common partridge of the United States, and 
the dusky grouse of the Rocky Mountains ; and also an 
interesting species of the dipper or water ousel. The 
habits of tjiis bird are very curious and peculiar, particu- 
larly that of descending to the bottom of ponds and swiftly 
running streanxs, and there, in search of small shell-fish, 
remaining under water, for at least two minutes, during 
which time it will course about upon the pebbly bottom, 
with as much apparent ease and satisfaction, as if upon 
dry land. The red winged black-bird and the robin con- 
tinue through the year. The notes of the latter are heard 
even in the chill of the wmter, though in feeble strains. 

As the autumn, advances, the number of swans, geese, 
snd ducks multiply. I have already mentioned thesp 
10 
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water fowl. The black cormorant is* common upon the 
Columbia river, and there are other species of the same 
genus, seen about the shores of the Cape, which do not 
ascend the rivers. Among these is the violet green cor- 
morant, the most splendid of all the known species of cor- 
morants. The loon, or great northern diver, is very plen- 
tiful in this river. Gulls, terns, auks, and petrels, in 
great numbers, visit this river to seek shelter from the 
violent storms which agitate the ocean during the winter. 
The spring, with rising vegetation and opening flowers, 
brings its hosts of lovely feathered tribes, which remain 
for different periods of time ; many of them continue only 
a few weeks, and then retire to other parts for nidifica- 
tion. There are, however, great numbers that remain 
through the summer, and their delightful songs add to the 
charms of a fine morning of April and May. Amon^ 
these are hundreds of warblers, wrens, titmice and nu- 
thatches. Of the warblers there are eleven species, six 
of which are new; the other five are common to the 
States. Several of the species are but transient visitors, 
but most of them remain through the season. Of the 
wrens there are six species ; three of the titmice, and 
two of the nuthatches. And in the train follow the 
thrushes, of which there are seven species, two of which 
are new ; of these Wilson's thrush is pre-eminent in 
sweetness of song. The fly-catchers number eight species, 
three of which are new; and there are thirteen species of 
the finches, three of which are new. These are a large 
and musical band, among which are several of the finest 
songsters in the world. In no instance do we find more 
richness and delicacy of plumage, with the most sweet 
melody of voice, than in a new species of large bullfinch, 
which visits this section of country in the* spring. If these 
were domesticated, they would form a most valuable addi- 
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tion to any aviary. There are eight species of wood- 
peckers, four of which are new; and of the swallow tribe 
there are five species, one of which is new, and is the 
most beautiful of the family, characterized by a splendid 
changeable green plumage on the head and back, while 
the other parts are purple and white. About the middle 
of March the splendid little Nootka humming bird makes 
his appearance, coming so suddenly, that you wonder from 
whence he came, as the fact of his performing a long mi- 
gration of weeks with his delicate little wings, over a cold 
and flowerless country, or across the sea, seems incre- 
dible; The neck of this beautiful bird presents fine va- 
riations of color; now it is ruby red, with a metallic 
lustre ; turn it, and the tints vary from purple to violet 
and crimson, according as the light falls upon it. 

I pass over the mention of many genera, and still more 
numerous species of the different birds of this region, as it 
is not my design to attempt a history of them, but only 
to give a succinct sketch, that some idea may be formed 
of the ornithological treasures of this interesting country. 

Having frequently made mention of the trees and shrub- 
bery west of the great mountains, I shall in this place only 
enumerate the principal, describing a few. I have said 
there are three species of fir, and that they constitute far 
the greatest part of the forest trees, and are very large. 
The three kinds are the red, yellow and white. They 
differ not only in the color of the wood, but also in their 
foliage. The foliage of the red is scattered on all sides 
of the branchlets in the same form as those found in the 
United States ; the yellow only on the upper side of the 
upper half of the twigs; the white is oppositely pinnated. 
The balsam is alike in the three different species, found in 
blisters on the bark, in the same form as in other countries. 

White pine is not native in the lower country, nor far 
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west of the mam chain of the Hocky Mountains ; a few 
pitch arc found in the same region with the white. Nor- 
way and yellow pine are native farther west, but not be- 
low the Cascades of the Columbia. The new ^ecies, 
which I have called the elastic pine, is far the most 
numerous, but I did not see any of these as far west as 
Walla Walla. 

The cedar is the common species, grows very large and 
tall, and is the best of the forest trees for various me- 
chanical uses. The yew is also found among the eve?- 
greens, though it is scarce. The tamarisk is found in 
small sections of the country. The white oak, of good 
quality, and often large, is a common tree of the forest, 
and also the black, rough barked oak grows in some of 
the mountainous parts. In an ei^cursion down the rich 
prairies below Fort Vancouver, where there are trees scat- 
tered about like shade trees upon a well cultivated farm, 
I measured a white oak, which was eight feet in diameter, 
continued large about thirty feet high, and then branched 
out immensely wide, under which Mr. T. and myself, with 
our horses, found an excellent shelter during a shower of 
rain. There are two kinds of ash, the conmion white ash 
and the broad leafed. The latter is very hard. There is 
also alder, which I have mentioned as growing very large, 
and on dry ground as well as on that which is low and 
swampy. 

There are three species of poplar, the common aspen, 
the cotton, and balm. The first is common in various 
parts of the United States, and is well known ^ the second 
is commonly called cotton-wood, skirting rivers and 
streams as in the western States; the third is the Populus 
balsumifera, often called the Balm of Gilead. Its distm- 
guishing properties are ovate leaves, and a bitter balsam 
in a glutinous state found in the small twigs, but mostly in 
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the buds. This last species in some places spreads over 
large sections of bottom land, where the soil is uncom- 
monly good. White maple is found, but only in small 
quantities. Willows of various species are common in all 
parts of the country. There is a tree m the lo\s er country 
which grows much in the form of the laurel or bay tree, 
but much larger— the bark is smooth and of a red bay 
color; its leaves are ovate. It has been called the straw- 
berry tree, but I do not know with what propriety. There 
are no walnut or hickory trees west of the great moun- 
tains, nor chesthut of any species, or hard or sugar maple, 
or beach, linden or bass-wood, black cherry, cucumber, 
white-wood, elms, or any kind of birch, except a species 
6f black birch which grows small ; nor are there any of 
the species of locusts, hackberry, or buckeye. I might 
lengthen out the catalogue of negatives, but the above ob- 
servations are sufficient to give a general view of the forest 
trees of the country. 

The varieties of shrubbe.ry dnd plants are so numerous, 
th^t their examination would employ the botanist many 
months. 1 shall only sketch a few of those which are 
scattered over the prairies and through the forests. 
Among these are several varieties of the thorn-bush, many 
of which are large and fruitful. Th6se bearing the red 
apple, present, when they are ripe, a very beautiful appear- 
ance. There is one species peculiar to the country west 
of the mountains, the fruit of which is black and of a de- 
lightfully sweet taste, but not generally dispersed through 
fhe country, tt is principally native about the Blue 
MouhtaihS, the Walla Walla and Ummatilla rivers. The 
choke cherry is common to all parts of the country, audits 
fruit is very grateful where animal food is principally de- 
pended upon for subsistence. The salalberry is a sweet 
and pleasant fruit 6f a dark purple color, oblong, and 
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about the size of a grape. The serviceberry is about the 
size of a small thorn apple, black when fully ripe, and plea- 
santly sweet like the whortleberr)' ; and the pambina is a 
bush cranberry. The varieties of the gooseberry are many 
-^the common prickly, which grows very large on a 
thorny bush — the small white, which is smooth and tery 
sweet — the large, smooth purple, and the smooth yellow, 
which are also of a fine flavor. All of these attain to a 
good maturity, and those growing on the prairies are very 
superior. There are three varieties of the currant, the 
pale red, the yellow, which are well tasted, and the black. 
Though these are a pleasant acid, yet they are not so pro- 
lific and desirable as those which grow under the hand of 
cultivation. The beautiful shrub Symphoria racemosa^ 
called (he snowberry, and which is found in some of our 
gardens, is a native of this country, and grows here in 
great abundance. 

Besides the common raspberries, there is a new species 
which grows in the forests, the berry of which is three 
times as large as the common, is a very delicate rich yel- 
low, but the flavor is less agreeable. There is a new 
species of sweet elder which I have already described. 
The climbing honeysuckle is among the first ornaments of 
nature. 

The sweet flowering pea grows spontaneously, and in 
some places embellishes large patches of ground* In some 
small sections red clover is found, difiering, however, from 
the kind cultivated by our farmers, but not less sweet and 
beautiful \ white clover is found in the upper and moun- 
tainous parts. Strawberries are indigenous, and their fla- 
vor is more delicious than any I have tasted in other coun- 
tries. 

Sun-flowers, Helianthus, are common, but do not grow 
large; also a species of broom-corn, is found in many 
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places of the bottom-lands of the Columbia and other 
streams. To these may be added a wild grain somewhat 
resembling barley, or rye. Wild flax I have mentioned 
and described on page 91. 

Among the nutritive roots, I have mentioned the wap* 
patoo and the cammas. The wappatoo, is the sagittaria, 
or arrow head, and is found only in the valley of the Co- 
lumbia below the Cascades. The root is bulbous, and be- 
comes soft by roasting, forming a nourishing and agree- 
able food, is much used by the Indians, and is an article of 
trade. It grows in shallow lakes and in marshes which 
are covered with water. The Indian women wade in 
search of this root, feel it out in the mud and disengage it 
with their feet when it rises to the surface of the water 
and is secured. The cammas, a tunicated root, in the 
form of an onion, is of great importance to the Indians 
and grows in moist, rich ground. It is roasted, pounded 
and made into loaves, and dried, and has a taste resem- 
bling licorice. The cowbh, or biscuit root, grows on dry 
land, somewhat larger than a walnut, tastes like a sweet 
potatoe, is prepared in the same manner for food as the 
cammas, and is a tolerable substitute for bread. To these 
may be added the radne amere, or bitter root, which 
grows on dry ground, is fusiform, and though not pleasant 
to the taste, is very conducive to health ; also the common 
onion, and another characterized by its beautiful red 
flower, which often grows upon patches of volcanic sco- 
ria, where no other vegetation is seen. 

Although a description of the Oregon Territory has been 
necessarily interwoven in the narrative, yet a condensed 
account of its geography may with propriety be given 
here. In comparing the country west with that east of 
the mountains, especially the great valley of the Missis- 
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fflppi, we arc impressed very powerfully with the 8tronj[ 
contrast which their distinguishing features present. The 
valley of the Mississippi may be called the garden of the 
world— every part abounding in rich soil inviting cultiva- 
tion. We seldom see any barren or rocky wastes, any 
far extended swamps or marshes — no frozen moun* 
tains. Destitute of prominent land-marb to catch the eye 
of the traveler, he sees m the wide distance before him 
only the almost horizontal lines of level or rolling meadow. 
No one points him to the peaks of dim mountains, and tells 
him that the range divides two sister states, or separated two 
noble rivers. He sees no clouds resting on the shoulders of 
lofty Butes and blending their neutral tint with the hazy blu^ 
of the landscape before him — ^nor Tetons rearing their 
heads into the region of perpetual snow — ^nd day after 
day he pursues his journey without any thing to create in 
his bosom emotions of the grand and the. sublime, unless it 
be the vastnete of the expanse. 

Beyond the Rocky Mountains, nature appears to hiv* 
studied variety on the largest scale. Towering mountains 
and widely extended prairies, rich valleys and barreii 
pkihi ; and large rivers with rapids, cataracts and falls, 
present a great diversity of prospect The whole country 
is to mountainous, that there is not an elevation from 
which a person cannot see some of the immense ranges 
which intersect its different parts. On an elevation a 
diOTt distance from Fort Vancouver, five isolated conical 
volcanic mountains, from ten to fifteen thousand feet high, 
whose tops are covered with perpetual snow, may be seen 
rising in the surrounding valley. There are three general 
ranges, west of the rocky chain of mountains, running in 
northern and southern directions. The first, above the 
falls of the Columbia river ; the second, at and bdow the 
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Cascades ; tbe third, towards and along the shores of the 
Pacific. From each of these, branches extend in different 
directions. Besides these there are others which are large 
and high, such as the blue mountains south of Walla 
Walla — the Salmon river mountains between the Salmon 
aDd the Coos-coots-ke rivers; and also in the regions of 
Okanagan and Colvile* 

Between these mountains are wide spread vallejs and 
plains. The largest and most fertile valley is included 
between Deer Island on the west, to within twelve miles 
of the Cascades, and is about fifty-five miles wide, and ex- 
tending north and south to a greater extent than I bad the 
means of definitely ascertaining ; probably from Puget's 
sound on the north, to the Umbiqu^ river on the south. 
The Willamette river and a section of the Columbia are 
included in this valley. The valley south of the Walla 
Walla, called the Orand Round, is said to excel in fertility. 
To these may be added Pierre's Hole and the adjacent 
country ; also Racine Amere, east of the Salmon River 
Mountains. On Mill river which unites with the Colum- 
bia at Colvile, from the south, through a valley of more 
than fifty miles, there are rich bottom lands. While these 
are open and ready for cultivation, the hills on both sides 
of the valley are covered with woods. Other fertile sec- 
tions of considerable magnitude are dispersed over differ- 
ent parts of the country. To these may be subjoined ex- 
tensive plains, most of which are prairies well covered 
with grass. The whole region of country west of Salmon 
river mountains, the Spokein woods, Okanagan, and quite 
to the range of mountains which cross the Columbia at 
the Falls, is a vast prairie covered with grass, and the soil 
is generally good. Another large plain which is said to 
be very barren, Ties off to the south and south-west of 
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Lewis' or Snake river, including the Shoshones' country ; 
and travelers who have passed through, have pronounced 
the interior of America a great barren desert ; but this is 
drawing a conclusion far too broad from premises so 
limited. So far as I have had opportunity for observa- 
tion, I should feel warranted in saying, that while some 
parts of Oregon are barren, large portions are well adapted 
to grazing ; and others, though less extensive, are adapted 
to both tillage and grazing. 

Upon the subject of forests, I would only observe, that a 
large proportion of the country west of the mountains is 
destitute, while some parts are well supplied. I have al- 
ready mentioned the lower country, from below the Falls 
of the Columbia to the ocean, as being well wooded, and 
densely in many parts, especially near the ocean. The 
mountains north of the Salmon river, and the country 
about the Spokein river, and so on still farther north, are 
^ell furnished with forests, and in some other secti(»s 
there are partial supplies. 

The country in general is well watered, being inter- 
sected with lakes, and by many large rivers and their tri- 
butary streams. This might be inferred from the fact that 
there are so many mountains, upon the sides and at the 
bases of which are multitudes of the finest springs. No 
country furnishes water more pure and of such crystal 
clearness. As the spring and summer heat commences, 
the snows of the mountains melt, and begin to swell the 
rivers in the beginning of May, and the freshet continues 
to increase until June, when it is the greatest, and over- 
flows large sections of the low lands of the valleys, which 
have the appearance of inland seas. While the rivers of 
this country are numerous, and several of them are large, 
yet bland navigation will be attended with difficulties, 
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not only from the many falls and rapids^ but from the la- 
bor and expense necessary to construct canals through 
the immensely hard basaltic rock formation. The Colum- 
bia has three large falls in the distance of seven hundred 
miles ; the Cascades, one hundred and thirty miles from 
the ocean, at the head of tide water; the Falls of the Co- 
lumbia, forty miles above the Cascades; and the Kettle 
Falls, five hundred and thirty miles above the Falls of the 
Columbia. There ar^ many rapids, but the Nine-mile Ra- 
pids, thirty miles above Walla Walla, are the most em- 
barrassing. The other rivers are still more obstructed 
with falls and rapids, except the Willamette, which has 
only one fall at the head of its tide water, thirty miles 
above its junction with the Columbia. The obstruction to 
a canal around this, is far less than around the above 
named falls; and when constructed, the navigation may 
be extended fifty miles farther into the country. While 
such is the condition of this country in respect to its inter- 
nal navigation and commerce, the ingenuity of man in our 
day, has provided something which can be most advan- 
tageously applied as a remedy. I mean rail roads. In 
making observations, with reference to this very subject,! 
was interested to see the wisdom and benevolence of the 
Creator, in providing passes through those stupendous 
ranges of mountains, which generally run from north to 
south, and I thought how easily the whole territory might 
be traversed in this way ; and the large pentagonal basal- 
tic columns are ready at hand to facilitate the work. No 
country in the world furnishes better opportunities for wa- 
ter power to be applied to manufacturing purposes; al- 
most every river and stream having falls, cascades and 
rapids. 
The climate is far more temperate and warm west of 
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the Rocky Mountains^ than east in the same latitude, 
there being at least ten degrees difference of latitude, 
as may be seen by the subjoined meteorological table. 
There were only three days in the whole winter of my -re- 
sidence in the country, that the thermometer sunk as low 
as 220 Farenheit, at Fort Vancouver ; an^ there were 
only two mornings in the whole month of March when 
white frost was seen. Snow does not fall deep excepting 
upon the mountains ; in the valleys it rarely continues 
more than a few days, or at the farthest only a few weeks; 
and by the latter part of February or the first of March, 
ploughing and sowing are commenced And not only is 
the climate uncommonly delightful, but it is also generally 
healthy, and there are scarcely any preyailing diseases, 
except the fever and ague in the lower couatry, which, as 
has been stated, commenced in 1829; and the opthalmy, 
which is very general among the Indians of the plains. It 
is worthy (^notice that tbuncfer and lightning are seldom 
witnessed west of the great mountains, but in the valley 
of the Mississippi, they are very frequent and unusually 
heavy. • 

The seasons are divided into two, the rainy m the win- 
ter, commencing in November, and terminating m May ; 
the dry in the summer, wMch is entirely destitute of rain, 
and during which time the atmosphere is remaikabfy se* 
rene, while the daily prairie winds relieve the heat of the 
sun, and the season is most delightful. The entire desti- 
tution of rain, showers^ and dew, during summer does not 
exclude fertility ; nor is it peculiar tO" thia country, for the 
S£une is true of the whole Pacific coast west of the Andes^ 
and also of the Sandwich and Society Islands — ^yet by va- 
rious methocis of irrigation, the soil is rendered productive. 
In the coimtry which I am deseribingythe winter being so 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE SEilSONS. 229 

mildy the grain sown in the fall and sprmg advances be- 
yond injury before the drouth becomes seyere, and the grass 
attains its growth and dries into hay upon the ground ; 
and there being no moisture to decompose it^ retains its 
nutritive properties. 

This territory is, notwith^andbg, well supplied with 
water ; for the benevolent wisdom of God has pfaced the 
mountains, covered with perpetual snows, just where they 
are needed, and where the heat of ^ing and summer so 
far melts these vast reservoirs, as to fill the rivers and 
streams, and tl^ summer freshet continues for many 
weeks. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Character and condition of the Indians — Indians of the plains — their 
persons — d^ess — wealth — ^habits — ^physical character — ^manufectores 
— their religion — ware — ^vices — ^moral disposition — superstitionfl — ^me- 
dicine men. 

As it was the principal object of my tour to ascertain 
the character and condition of the Indians beyond the 
Rocky Mountains, their numbers, and the prospects of es- 
tablishing the gospel among them, it will not only be 
proper but important to give a full and connected descrip- 
tion of them in these respects. In doing this, while I 
have availed myself of information collected from men of 
intelligence and integrity, I have confined my statements to 
those things which have been corroborated by, or came 
under my own observations ; feeling it a duty to avoid the 
many fabulous accounts which have been given of In- 
dian character and customs. Romance may please and 
excite admiration, fiction may charm, but only truth can 
instruct 

I will first describe the Indians of the plains. These 
live in the upper country, from the falls of the Columbia to 
the Rocky Mountains, and are called the Indians of the 
plains, because a large portion of their country is prairie 
land. The principal tribes are the Nez Percys, Cayuses, 
Walla Wallas, Bonax, Shoshones, Spokeins, Flatheads, 
Cceur d'Al^ne, Ponderas, Cootanies, Kettlefalls, Okana- 
gans, and Carriers. These do not include probably more 
than one half of those east of the Falls, but of others I 
have obtamed but little definite knowledge. They all re- 
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semble each other in general characteristics. In their 
persons the men are tall, the women are of common sta- 
ture, and both are well formed. While there is a strong 
natural as well as moral resemblance among all Indians, 
the complexion of these is a little fairer than other In- 
dians. Their hair and eyes are black, their cheek bones 
high, and very frequently they have aquiline noses. Their 
hands, feet, and ankles, are small and well formed ; and 
their movements are easy, if not graceful. They wear their 
hair long, part it upon their forehead, and let it hang in 
tresses on each side, or down behind. 

There is a great resemblance in the dress of different 
tribes, which generally consists of a shirt, worn over long 
leggins, or a sort of pantaloons, with moccasons for the 
feet These are of dressed leather made of the skins of 
deer, antelope, mountain goat and sheep ; and over these, 
they wear a blanket or a buffalo robe. The borders of 
their garments are ornamented with long frmges. They 
are fond of ornaments, and their heads and garments are 
sometimes decorated with feathers, beads, buttons, and 
porcupine quills ; these last are colored red, yellow, blue, 
and black, and worked with great skill and variety of de- 
sign. They appear to have less of the propensity to adorn 
themselves with painting, than the Indians east of the 
mountains ; but not unfrequently vermilion, mixed with 
red clay, is used not only upon their faces, but upon their 
hair. The dress of the women does not vary much from 
that of the men, excepting, that instead of the shirt, they 
have what we may call a frock coming down to the ankles. 
Many of them wear a large cape made of dressed skins, 
often highly ornamented with large oblong beads of blue, 
red, purple, and white, arranged in curved lines covering 
the whole. Some of the daughters of the chiefs, when 
clothed in their clean, white dresses of antelope skins, with 
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their fully ornamented capes coming down to the waist, 
and mounted upon spirited steeds, going at fidi speed, their 
ornaments glittering in the sun-beams, make an appear- 
ance that would not lose in comparison with equestrian 
ladies of the States. Their horses are not less finely ca- 
parisoned with blue and scarlet trimmings about their 
heads^ breasts, and loins, hung with little brass bells. 

While a want of cleanliness is a characteristic of all 
heathen, the Indians of the plains are less reprehensible 
than others, and are far more neat than those of the lower 
country towards the Pacific. It is not to be understood 
that there are npt those among them who are poor, suf- 
fering from the want of food and clothing. 

Their wealth consists in their horses, and their conse- 
quence depends in a great degree upon the number they 
possess, some owning several hundreds ; and that family 
is poor whose numbers are not sufficient for every man, 
woman and child to be mounted, when they are traveling 
from place to place ; and also to carry all their effects. 
In these respects they are far better supplied than any 
tribes I saw east of the mountains. While their horses 
are their wealth, they derive but little from them for the 
support of themselves and families ; for they do not em- 
ploy them to cultivate the earth ; and the market for them 
is so low, that they command but a small price. A good 
horse will not sell for more than enough to purchase a 
blanket, or a few small articles of merchandize. For sub- 
sistence, they necessarily depend upon hunting and fishing, 
and gathering roots and berries. Their mode of cooking 
is plain and simple. Most of their food is roasted, and they 
excel in roasting fish. The process is to build a small fire 
in the centre of their loJge, to fix the fish upon a stick two 
or three feet longj and place one end in the ground so as 
to bring the feh partly over the fire, and then by a slow 
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process it k most f horoagHy roasted witbout scorchmg, 
or scarcely changing the color. The principal art oon* 
«8ts ih taking time, and our best cooks might improve by 
feltewing their mode. 

T^e habite of Indians are said to be indolent AH tt 
g^eral remark it may be true, but I saw but very HWc to 
confirm its truth among the Indians of the plains ; for I 
rarety saw any of these Indians not engaged in some ob* 
ject of pursuit 5 not the most productive perhaps, but sucfa 
as elicited their attention. While I believe that the re* 
semblance, both physical and moral, of all the different 
nations and tribes of Indians, spread over large portions o^ 
t he continent of America, is greater than is seen in any 
people of any other country of equal ejctent; yet i^it ii 
true, that as a general fact, as some authors have said> 
''they are morose and gloomy in their countenances 5 sul* 
len, or bacchanalian in their dispositions ; that they are 
rarely so joyful as to laugh unless excited by ard^t spirits ; 
that they are taciturn and never indulge in mirth ; that 
they are obtuse in sympathy, and destitute of social affec* 
tio^; that in proud disdain they turn aWay from what-* 
er er would excite curiosity ; that no common motives at 
endearments excite them to action ;" if these things fire 
true, then the Indians of Oregon are an exception to the 
general fact. In all the above named particulars, I sa^ 
no special difierence between them and other nations. As 
a part of the human family, thej^ave the same natural 
propensities and the same social affections. They are 
cheerful and often gay, sociable, kind an3 affectionate } 
and anidous to receive instruction in whatever may con* 
duce to their happiness here or hereafter. It is wors^ 
than idle to speti of " physical insensibility inwrought 
into the animal nature of the Indians, so that their bodies 
approximate to the insensibility of a horse's hoo6.'* The 
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influ^ice of remarks of this kind is to produce, in the bo- 
soms of all who read them, the same insenidbility tha^ is 
charged upon the native character of the Indians. To re- 
present their characters and their restoration to the com- 
mon feelings of humanity so hopeless, is to steel the heart 
of evfn Christianity itself, if it were possible, against all 
sympathy, and to paralyze all exertions and effort to save 
them from the twofold destruction to which they doom 
them, temporal and eternal. Is this the reason that Chris- 
ians are sitting in such supineness oyer their condition, 
and that the heart-thriUing appeals for teachers to en- 
lighten them are disregarded? Is this the reason, that 
while the philanthrophy of the United States' citizens to- 
wards them is so widely blazoned, those who are sent to 
teach them the arts of civilized life, are sitting quietly on 
the borders in governmental pay, while the Indians are 
roaming still over the prairies in search of uncertain and 
precarious game ? I forbear to tell the whole story. 

They have but few manufactures, and those are the 
most plain and simple, not extending much beyond dress- 
ing the skins of animals, and making them into clothing ; 
making bows and arrows and some few articles of furni- 
ture. In dressing skins they never make any use of bark 
or lannin. Their process is to remove the hair and flesh 
from the skins by scraping them with a hard stone or wood, 
or when it can be obtained, a piece of iron hoop ; and 
then besmearing them ^th the brains of some animal, tbey 
smoke them thoroughly and rub them until they are soft ; 
and after thisi^leach them with pure white day. Their 
mode of smoking them is to excavate a small place in the 
ground, about a foot deep, and over this to construct a 
fixture in the form of a lodge, a few feet wide at the base 
and brought to a point at the top. Then they build a 
•mall fire in the centre^ and place the skins around upon 
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the frame work, so as to make the enclosure almost smoke 
tight. The process occupies about one day. Their mode 
of dressing buffalo robes is different. They stretch the 
skin upon the ground, flesh side up, fastening it down with 
pins around the border, and then with an instrument formed 
something like a cooper's adz, made of stone, or wood 
overlaid with a piece of iron, brought to a blunt edge 
like the currier's knife, they' clear from it all remaining 
flesh, and let it thoroughly dry. After this, with the same 
instrument, they work upon it with a pounding, hewing 
stroke^ until they have brought it to a suitable thickness 
and rendered it soft and white, as our buffalo robes are when 
brought into market. It is a work of great labor, and is 
performed by the women. We little think how much toil 
it costs a woman to prepare one of these robes, and then 
how little is paid for it by the purchaser ; a pound of to- 
bacca or a bunch of beads, is as much as the Indian ge- 
nerally receives. 

Their bows are made of the most elastic wood, strength- 
ened with the tendons of animals glued upon the back side, 
and the string is made of the same substance. Their ar- 
rows are made of heavy wood, with one end tipped with 
a sharp stone or pointed iron, and the other pinnated with 
a feather. While the first is to pierce, the latter is to go- 
vern the direction. Their bows and arrows perform as- 
tonishing execution, and they manage them with great 
dexterity. 

Most of the cooking utensils, which they now use, are 
obtained firom traders, and do not often extend beyond a 
brass kettle, tin pail, and a very few knives. They have 
bowls which they manufacture very ingeniously from the 
horns of buffalo ; and sometimes, those that are larger and 
more solid, from the horns of the big mountain sheep. 
They have spoons of very good structure, made of buffalo 
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horns ; also rarious kinds of baskets of rude workmanship. 
Their saddles are rude, somewhat resembling the Spani^ 
Saddle, haying a high knob forward, and rising high on 
the back part ; generally sitting uneanly npon the horse's 
back. Their bridles consist of a rope well made of the 
hair or shag of the buffalo, eight or ten feet long, fastened 
in the centre to the under jdw of the horse, and the ends 
are brought over the neck for reins. The lasso, which is 
used for catching horses and some kinds of wild animals, 
is a long rope with a large noose at one end, and the other 
end is held firmly in the hand ; the whole is coiled, and 
when the distance permits it to be thrown, it is usually so 
dexterously done, as to bring the noose over the animal's 
head. When mounted, they often have a long leather 
thong, or a rope, fastened upon the horse's neck, which 
trails upon the ground, and is fi-equently suffered to remain 
when the horse is turned loose, for the convenience cf more 
easily catching him again. 

Their canoes, before they obtained iron hJitchets of the 
traders, were, with great labor and patience, made with 
hatchets of stone ; and even now, cost them no small effort. 
A canoe of good construction is valued as high as one or 
two good horses. Their fishing nets are another article 
which is well constructed, formed of vnli flax ; and in 
every particular like our scoop nets. 

As regards the religion of the Indians, I have already 
stated that they believt in one God, in the immortality of 
the soul, and in future rewards and pimishihents. But 
while these are the prominent points of their belief, defi- 
nite ideas of a religious nature appear to be extremely 
limited, both in number and in comprehensiveness. As 
much as this, however, appears to be true. They "believe 
in one Great Spirit, who has created all things, governs 
all important events, who is the author of all gc^^-and 
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the only object of religious homage. They believe be 
may be displeased with tbem for their bad (xmduct, and ia 
his displeasure bring calamities upon them. They alsQ 
bdieyein an evil spirit^ whom they call cinimkeneki 
meohot cinmo dmo ; that is, the black chief below, whQ 
is the author of all the evils which befall them, unde- 
served as a punishment from the Great Spirit above. 
They believe that the soul enters the future world Vitb 
^ similar form, and in circumstances like those under 
which it existed in this life. They believe that in a future 
state, the happiness of the good consists in an abundance 
and enjoyment of those things which they value here j; that 
their present sources of happiness will be carried to per^ 
fection ; and that the punishment of the bad will consist 
in entire exclusion from evary source of happiness, and in 
finding all causes of misery here, greatly multiplied here- 
after. Thus, their ideas of future happiness and misery are 
found to vary according to their diderent situations and 
employments in life. It is difficult, if not impossible, to 
ascertam any thing of their religious belief beyond thes^ 

f general notions. The number of words and terms in their 
anguage expressive of abstract and spiritual ideas is very 
small, so that those who wish to instruct them in these 
subjects, are compelled to do it by means of illustrations 
and circumlocutions, and the introduction of words from 
foreign languages. Besides, conscious of their ignorance, 
they are for the most part, unwilling to expose it, by re- 
vealing the little knowledge which they possess. Indeed, 
wherever a feeling of ignorance upon any subject prevails, 
we find that all endeavors to elicit the true amount of 
knowledge, are repelled or evaded. Even men of talents, 
with us, who converse fluently upon most subjects, are of- 
ten silent when religious subjects are introduced. 
I am far from believmg the many long and strange tra- 
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ditions^ with which we are often entertained. It is more 
than probable, that they are in most instances the gratui- 
tous offering of designing and artful traders and hunters 
to that curiosity, which is ever awake and attentive to 
subjects of this description. The Indians themselves 
would often be as much surprised at the rehearsal of these 
traditions, as those are for whose amusement they are fab- 
ricated. My own opinion is confirmed by that of several 
gentlemen of integrity and veracity, who stand at the 
head of the Hudson Bay Company, who have long been 
resident in the Indian country, and have become exten- 
sively acquaintejl with their languages. 

The Indians west of the great chain of mountains, have 
no wars among themselves, and appear to be averse to 
them, and do not enter into battle except in self-defense, 
and then only in the last extremity. Their only wars are 
with the Blackfeet Indians, whose country is along the 
east border of the Rocky Mountains, and who are con- 
stantly roving about in war parties, on both sides, in quest 
of plunder. When the Indians on the west meet with any 
of these parties, they avoid an encounter if possible, but if 
compelled to fight, they show a firm, undaunted, uncon- 
querable spirit, and rush upon their enemies with the 
greatest impetuosity; and it is said that one NezPerc^, or 
Flathead warrior, is a match for three Blackfeet. The 
only advantage which the latter have over the former 
consists in their numbers, there being more than twenty 
thousand of the Blackfeet Indians. When an enemy is 
discovered, every horse is driven into camp, and the wo- 
men take charge of them, while every man seizes his 
weapons of war,"whatever they may be, mounts his horse, 
and waits firm and undismayed to see if hostilities must 
ensue. If a battle cannot be avoided, they rush forward 
to meet their foes, throwing themselves flat upon their 
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horses as they draw near, and fire, and wheel, and reload, 
and again rush full speed to the second encounter. This 
is continued until victory is decided, which is as often by 
the failure of ammunition, as by the loss of men. Very fre- 
quently, when the Blackfeet see the white men with the 
Nez Percys or Flatheads, they decline a battle, though far 
superior in numbers, knowing that the whjite men can fur- 
nish a large supply of ammunition ; and in such cases they 
will raise a white flag, and come in to smoke the pipe of 
peace. The Nez Perc^ or Flathead chief, on such an oc- 
casion, will say, " we accept your offer to smoke the pipe 
of peace, but it is not in ignorance that your heart is war, 
and your hand blood, but we love peace. You give us 
the pipe, but blood always follows." 

But these Indians are not without their vices. Gam- 
bling is one of the most prominent, and is a ruling passion 
which they will gratify to the last extremity. It is much 
practiced in running horses and foot races by men, women 
and children, and they have games of chance played with 
sticks or bones, When I told the Nez Percys that gam- 
bling is wrong, and a violation of the tenth command- 
ment ; for it is coveting the property of another, and taking 
it without an equivalent, as much as stealing ; they said 
they did not know it before, but now they know God for- 
bids it they will do so no more. Theft is generally sup- 
posed to be inbred in the Indians, but I was pleased to dis- 
cover that the tribes of the plains held it in abhorrence, 
and would punish it severely should it occur. The Sho- 
shones are said to be addicted to this habit in some de- 
gree. 

Drunkenness is a stranger vice among these nations, 
their remove from the sources of this evil being their secu- 
rity. It is not to be supposed that their virtue, any more 
than that of other tribes, would be invulnerable if exposed 
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to temptatioo, for this habit, like their proverUal love for 
^ery and ornamenti is acquired by the facilities forindul^ 
gence which are thrown in their way. The trader goes 
fkr into the interior with his packs of beads, buttons, p^ts, 
&c to exchange for furs, and teaches these ignorant peo- 
ple to set the same yalue on his articles, that th^fcsrs are 
intrinsically worth^-but who supposes that thqr would not 
know the comparative worth of more useful goods, if tbey 
were offered them ?* 

The moral disposition of these Indians is very commen4* 
^ble, certainly as mAieb as that of any people that can be 
named. They are kind to strangers, and remarkably so to 
each other. While among them I saw no contentions, and 
heard no. angry words from one to another. They mani-- 
fest an imcon^mon desire to be instructed that they may 
obey and fulfil all moral obligations. Harmopy and peace 
prevail in all their domestic concerns. But when they 
tave any difficult subject, which they know not how to 
dispoi^e of, they go to their chiefe, aiid if it involves any 
i];nportant principle, the chief brings the case to any white 
man, who may be among them, to obtain his opinion, 
which is generally followed. They are scrupulously 
honest u) all iheir dealings, and lying is scaircely knowip. 
They say they fear to sin against the Great Spirit^ and 
therefore have but one heart, and their tongue is straight 
and not forked. And so correetly does the law written 
upon their hearts accord with the written law of God, that 
every infiraction of the seventh command of the decalogue 
is punished with severity. 



* An attempt was made not long since, by an United States citizen, 
to construct a distillery on the Willamette river, but for want of suitable 
l^atorialu h9 failed in bis object. 
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Ce][)ti^ii Wyeth, wba was a long time beycmd the 
moimtains, remarked, speaking of the Flathead In- 
dians, which wouW be equally true of others in that 
re^n of comitry: •*Diirmg the time I have b^n 
^th them, tl^ last thing, even to a bead or pin, is 
hf^c^ht to you, if found ; luid often things that have 
be«i thrown away. Neither have I kndwn any quar- 
r^lKiag^ or lying. This absence of al! quarrelling the 
more surprised me, when I came to see the various 
occasions that would have given rise to it among the 
whiter* * * * They have a mild, playful, laughing^ 
di^posititm, and ^Esis portrayed in their countenances. 
They are polite and unobtrusive. When one speaks, 
the others pay strict attention. * Even .the children 
axe more peaceable than other children. I never 
heard any angry word from them, nor any quarrel- 
lifig, although ^ere were, at least, five hundred of 
them ^ether, and ccMitinually at play. With all this 
qmetn^s of spirit, they are brave when put to the 
t«^ , 

Ihave witnessed but few things among them indi- 
cative of superstition. The practice of Ihe Shosbones 
of cutting themselves for the dead, I have already 
m^ntkmed. The CJarriers bum their dead. When a^ 
person <B6S, all the relations must be assembled, which 
often occupies many days ; and if a husband is de- 
ceasewd, the wife must lay her head upon the bosom of 
her husband every night, to show her affection for 
him ; and when the funeral pile is constructed, the 
corpse laid upon it, and the fire enkindled, during the 
burning of the body, she must frequently put her 
hancfa through the flame and lay them upon his bo- 
som, to show her continued affection. Their first 
chief lost his wife. He was asked if. he would show 
11 
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the afiection finr hier, wfaiefa ^^t^^ks^ reqoired of ofliers. 
He thoi]^ht on account of his chieflsdbdMp he mig^' 
be exieused. The people were urgent^ and he con- 
sented, and so great was the pain wineh* h€ eas^ 
dured, that he was willing the practice riioubl be 
ameliorated^ and it is hoped it will soon be abolished* 

They have no unlucky days, but as a substitute fta- 
the white man's Friday, or se^ng the new moon over 
the left shoulder, they have a portentous howling of ar 
large wo!^ which they call the medicine wolf, if they 
hear this when travellhig, sadness. is at once visMe in' 
their countenances, for it is c^Misidered as foreboding 
some calamity near. 

Among their superstitions may be classed th^r 
mode of curing diseases. They have what are cdled 
medicine* men, who make no preten«j(ms to asy 
knowledge of diseases or skill in medicine ; but ttey 
have a bag in which are depowted various relics. 
The patient is stretched upon the ground -, a^niimbev 
of persons encircle him and sing the medicine aaag^ 
The medicine man enters the circle and cornmmices 
his magical incantations by holding the medicine bag 
over -him, which is to operate as a charm ; he uses 
many gestures, grimaces, and itiattlcidate- sounds; 
pats or kneads the patient with his hands, begin&ing 
very softly, smd gradually increasing to a comid^^ 
able degree of severity ; btews into has ears, and prai> 
tices other Kke ceremonies. By this process ti^ pa^ 
tient id often much fatigued, and thrown into a free 
perspiration^ and his imagination is :much excited. 
When the friction has been sufficiently employed, the 



•Their word which we render medicine, a« used hy Indians, fignifiet 
an/ thing ATfiCaftovii. 
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imagination well wrought upon, and the medicine bag 
has invisibly imparted its virtues, the medicine man 
presents some trifling article, such as a small bone, a 
stick; a pebble, and says he has taken it from the body 
of the patient, and that it was the cause of the disease ; 
or he gives a heavy puiF upward, and says the disease 
has come out of the patient and gone upward, and 
then asks him if he does not feel better. The patient 
says yes ; for he certainly feels better in being relieved 
from the process. And often the relief is permanent ; 
for the friction may have been beneficial, and the 
imagfaiation often performs wonders. The medicine 
man stands responsible for the life of his patient, and 
if the patient dies, not unfrequently his own life is 
taken by some of the relatives of the deceased. He 
makes a heavy charge for his services, often a horse, 
and why should he not ? for who in such cases would 
endanger his life without being well paid ? In some 
parts i>{ the country, but more especially in the lower 
country, the fives of medicine men are short, and it 
would be supposed this would deter others from enter- 
ing into the profession. But the love of fame and 
wealth is powerful among heathen as well as among 
civilized communities. Undoubtedly the' medicine 
men, when they begin their profession, know that 
they are practicing deception, but by habitual deceit, 
by the confidence others place in their skill, and by 
the effects produced through the medium of* the ima- 
ginatiott, they finally believe in the efficacy of their 
own enchantments, and that they are consequential 
men. 

I have seen no ** root doctors'* in any tribe east or 
west of the mount^ns. The Indians, so far as I have 
had an opportunity of ascertaining, have but few dis- 
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eases, and Tor the cure of these they use but little 
medicine; nor do they profess to have any knowledge 
of remedies beyond a few specifics. 

The warm bath is used both by sick and healthy 
persons in the foUow^g manner. They construct a 
steam bath in the form of an oblong oven, two or three 
feet high, about six feet long, made of willow branches, 
each end inserted into the ground, forming an arch, 
which is covered with grass and mud, or more 
generally with skins. In this they {Jace a number of 
hot stones, upon which they pour water. The person 
who is to go through the process, enters and is en- 
closed nearly air tight, and remains until a very 
profuse perspiration is produced, and often until neeurly 
sufibcated. He then comes out and plimges at once 
into cold water, and no regard is paid to the seasoa 
of the year, whether summer or winter. 

They are wholly destitute of the means of obtaining 
an education, and therefore are ignorant of all the sci- 
ences. In things with which they are conveBsant, 
such as appertain to hunting, war, and their Hmited 
domestic concerns, they manifest observation, skill, 
and intellect ; but beyond these their knowledge is 
very limited. They necessarily compute by numbers, 
but their arithmetic is entirely mental It is an inter- 
esting fact, that of four different languages^ which I 
^ examined, the mode of counting is by tens. 

The Klicatat nation count with different words up 
to ten, LaVs^ one ; neepX two ; and so to ten ; then 
they add wappena to laV$ ; as laVs wappena^ eleven ; 
neep't wappena^ twelve ; neepH tit^ twenty ; and in like 
manner to one hundred, and so on to a thousand by 
hundreds. In the Nez Perc^ language, nox is one, /a- 
peetj two, metaitf three, &c. After ten they repeat 
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the radical numbers, with the addition, tit^ as noxtit^ 
eleven ; laaptit^ twenty ; metaptit, thirty. This may 
be a sufficient specimen for the four languages, as the 
other two proceed in the same manner. 

They count their years by snows ; as maika elaix, 
snows six, that is, six years ; and months by moons, 
and days by sleeps ; pinemeek pe-e-lep^ sleeps four, 
(four days.) It is not common that they know their 
exact age ; nor are they very accurate in chronology. 

They are very fond of singing, and generally have 
flexible and sweet-toned voices ; and on notes below 
the octave, they make the most full and smooth sound 
I have ever heard by the human voice. Most of their 
singing is without words, excepting upon some special 
occasions. They use At, aA, in constant repetition, as 
we use fa, sol, la ; and instead of several different 
parts harmonizing, they only take eights, one above 
another, never exceeding three. They are conscious 
of the inferiority of their tunes to ours, and wished to 
be instructed in this department of knowledge. In 
this land of moral desolations, it was cheering to hear 
even the most simple strains of melody and harmony. 



Digitizegl by 



Google 



246 INDIANS OF THE LOWER COITNTftT. 



CHAPTER XVIL 

The Indians of the Lower Country. 

The Indians of the lower country are those I in- 
chide between the shores of the Pacific and the Fdls 
of the Columbia river, and from Pugef s Sound to Up- 
per Califomia. The principal nations are the Che- 
nooks, the Klicatats, the Callapobahs, and the Umba- 
qu4s. These nations are divided into a great number 
of tribes, which have their respective chiefs, yet each 
nation has its principal chiefc who is head over all the 
several tribes, and has a general superintending con- 
trol. These Indians ate in their persons rather below 
the stature of those of the plains, or upper country, 
and not generally so well formed. The women are 
uncouth, and, from a combination of causes, appear old 
at an early age. Among these causes, the habit of 
painting, in which they indulge, destroys the smooth 
and healthy appearance of the skin. 

These Indians appear to have less sensibility, both 
physical and moral, than those of the upper country. 
Their dependence for subsistence being mostly con- 
fined to fishing and fowling, they are not so well sup- 
plied with clothing as the upper Indians, who hunt the 
bufialo, the elk, the antelope, and other game. The 
lower Indians obtain some game and clothing firom the 
posts of the Hudson Bay Company. I have often seen 
them going about, half naked, when the thermometer 
ranged between thirty and forty degrees, and their 
children barefooted and barelegged in the snow ; and 
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yet, wh^ exposed to fatigue, they cannot endure tbe 
intensity of the seascm as well as civilized people. I 
have noticed this, when I have had them employed in 
.conveying me any considei'able distance in a canoe. 
Their taste and smelling are obtuse, rendered so by 
their filthy habits and contaminated food. But they are 
quick to catch correctly a distant sound, and remarka- 
,bly keen-sighted, acquired by their habits of closely 
and carefully watching for game. These nations, firom 
their mode of subsistence, beiikg more staticmary than 
thoee of the plains, have more durable and comforta- 
ble habitations, which are built of split plank, after the 
manner of Wanaxka's, near the falls of the Willamette, 
which I have described. Some of them indulge the 
fancy of making their doors like the face of a man, the 
.mouth being the place of entrance. 

The lower Indians do not dress as well, nor with as 
^ood taste as the upper. Their robes are much shorter, 
and are made of inferior materials ; such as deerskins, 
with the hair oq, and skins of hares and of squirrels. 
I saw many women of the poorer class, dressed in a 
short petticoat or skirt, made of cedar bark, or a spe- 
cies of strong grass twisted into strands, one end of 
w^hich is seciired in a girdle or band around the waist, 
while the other is suspended, knotted and fringed. 
These are a substitute for ck)th> which they are too 
poor to obtain. The nations near the ocean, who have 
intercourse with sailors, and access to ardent spirits, 
are as degraded as those on our frontiers, and 'from 
the sajne causes. By their communication with those 
who furnish them with the means of intoxication, and 
who h^ve introduced kmdred vices, they have become 
indolent mid extremely filthy in their habits, and more 
debased than the beasts of Ae e^e^rth. Hqw perfectly 
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neat are the deer and the antelope 5 how industrious 
the beaver and the t)ee ; how cleanly is the plumage 
of the bird ; how well adapted to repose are their 
habitati<His ; in a word, how different are all their ha- 
bits, from those of fallen, polluted man. It is not the 
want of rational powers, but their abuse by sin which 
has thus degraded him, and nothing but Christianity 
can bring him back to Grod, and the comforts and de- 
cencies of life. 

The want of moral instruction, the influ^ice of 
bad examples, and unrestrained licentiousness hare 
brought the lower Indians into a state of wretchedness, 
which will be entailed upon future generations, and 
which nothing but the healing power of the gospel can 
ever eradicate. There are some exceptions but not 
enough to save these remnants of cmce populous na- 
tions, if benevolence and humanity do not soon break 
their slumbers. It is to be hoped the missionaries now 
in the field, by the blessdng of God, will interpose a 
barrier to these sweeping desolations. 

In their religious belief, they do not materially difier 
from the upper Indians. While they believe in one 
Great Spirit, they in addition believe in subordinate 
spirits, or invisible agencies, to whom they ascribe 
much the same power as has been ascribed to witch- 
craft. We had a specimen of this when the May 
Dacre was passing down the river in October. Chi 
the north side of the Columbia, near the confluence 
of the Cowalitz, there are some dark recesses^ in the 
basaltic rocks. An Indian chief on board warned 
Capt. L. not to approach those dark places ; for they 
were the residence of bad spirits, who would desfeey 
the ship and all on board. Capt. L. purposely paisedi 
near the place ; and the bidiim was astomshed-^hf' 
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we escap^ unhurt, suid concluded there must have 
been some great ** medicine " in the ship which de* 
folded us. They believe in the immortality of the 
souly and that in the future state we shall have the 
same wants a« in this life. Under the influence of this 
belief, the wife of Calpo, an influential chief of the 
Chenook village near Cape Disappointment, on losing 
a daughter in the year 1829, killed two female slaves 
to attend her to the world of spirits, and for the par- 
ticular purpose of rowing her canoe to the far oflf 
happy regions of the south, where they locate their 
imaginary elysium. She deposited her daughter, with 
the two slain females by her side in a canoe, with arti* 
cles of clothing and domestic implements. She was the 
daughter of Goneomly, and a woman of cfistinguished 
talents and respectability, a firm frigid of white men, 
and had more than once saved them from death. 
How dark was the mind of this talented woman, and 
bow differently would she kave conducted imder the 
influence of div^ie revelation I These Indiansi never 
niention the name of their relative* after they ar^ 
dead. 

It is only in the lower eoonlry of the Oregon Terri- 
tory, and along the coattf that slavery exists. It was 
formerly pranced in the ^pper country, but was long 
since abolished. The Walla Walla tribe are de* 
scended from ^ves fenaerty owned and liberated by 
the Nez Ferc^ Indians. They permitted, as I have 
stated above, their slaves to reside and to intermarry 
in tbeir families, andreasonmg on the principles of na- 
tofBi ju^ce, they concluded that it was not rig^ to 
Md in slavery their own descendants, and liberated 
them^ and they are now a respectable tribe. 
Gambling is also practice among the lo9«r Indians, 



Digitized by 



Google 



250 I1IIIIA1I9 OF TtDS LOWSR COOlfmT. 

and carried to perfection. After tbey have lost every 
tiling they possess, they will put themselves at stake ; 
first a hand, and if unsupcesiriuly the other ; after this 
an arm, and in the same manner, piece by piece, untit 
an is lost except the head, and at last their head ; and 
if they lose this, they go into perpetual slavery. If 
civilized men will gamble, it is desirable they should 
carry gaming to the same perfection, for then they 
would cease to be pests in society ; wad however differ- 
ent may be our sentiments upon the subject of slavery, 
in this we should generally be agreed, that such slaves 
would not deserve much commiseration. The Indians 
however^ do not set their souls at the hazard of the 
game, as civilized gambled do, when they imprecate 
the eternal vengeance of God upon themselves, if they 
are not successful. The Indian gambles away his in- 
alienable rights for time only. 

It is an universal practice to indulge in smoking, but 
tbey do it in a dignified manner. They use but little 
tobacco, and with it tbey mix freely a plant which 
renders the fume less ofiensive. It is a social luxury, 
and for its enjoyment they form a circle, using only 
one pipe. The principal chief begins by drawing 
three whiffs, the first of which he sends upward, and 
then passes the pipe to the next person in dignity, and 
in like manner it passes around until it comes to the 
first chief again. He th^Q. draws four whiffs, the last 
of winch he blows throu^ hia nose in two columns, in 
circling ascent, like a double-flued chinmey. Whilf 
ihxxs employed, some to|^ of business is diiM^ussed, oir 
some exjdoit in the ehase, <»: some story of the battle^ 
field) is related ; and the whc4e is conducted with grdk^ 
vity. Their jnpes are variously c<mstructed, a^ cif 
d^erent materials. Some of thnn are wrougl^ wi^ 
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much Ta^or and ingenuity of an argillaceous stone, of 
very fine texture, of a blue black color, found at the 
north of Queen Charlotte*s Island. It i« the same 
kind of stone, except in color, as that found upon the 
head waters of ti^ Missouri, which is brick red. 
These stones, when first taken out of the <|uarries, are 
•soft and easily worked with a faiife, but on being ex- 
posed to the air, become hard, and are susceptible of 
n very good poUsh. 

The Indians in the lower country are more indolent 
than in the uppers arid the common motives for indus- 
try operate reversely firom those in civilized communi- 
ties. The more they can get for their labor, the less 
th%5r will do ; the more they can get for an article in 
sale, the less they will bring into market. Their wants 
are but few, and when these are supplied, they vdll do 
no more. They ^have no disposition to hoard up trea- 
sures, nor any enlarged plans to execute, requiring ex- 
pense and labort If they have any particular present 
want to supply, they vriH do what is sufiicient to sa- 
tisfy it, and make no fiirther effort until urged by a re- 
turning necessity. To make them industrious and 
provid€fnt, you must induce them to set a higher esti- 
mate upon the comforts of Hfe, and show them that 
they are attainable, and that there is an increase of 
happiness grovring out of industry ; and all this must 
be learned by experience, for abstract reasoning and 
theories are of no avail. An Indian may be taken 
abroad and instructed, and convinced of the advanta- 
ges of civilization, but if sent back to lus cotrntry alone, 
he will become discouraged, and return to his former 
habits. Missionaries, and practical farmers, and arti- 
sans, must go among them^ iand make it the business 
of d^ir lives to do them good^ and identify their own 
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interests with dieirs. Charging them "mth indcdence, 
and insensibility, and cruelty, will serer make them 
wiser or better. He is the true philanthropist, who^ 
instead of passing by cm tiie other mde, goea to thein, 
and does all in his .power to raise them from their do- 
gradation, and bring them to €rod and ta heaven. 

The Indians of the lower country, althoo^ I&b 
anxious to be instructed in the things of reKgion, tfias 
those of the upper country, express a readiness to re- 
ceive instructors^ I have not found among tbem, nor 
.any Indiana beyond the infiuence of frontier aettlo> 
ments, any thing like what has been stated to have ta- 
ken place in other sections of our country : that they 
will listen to statements made by missicmaries, jLnd 
give their assent to what is said as very good ; and 
then state their own theories of religion, expecting the 
same courteous assent in retunu Neither have I seen 
any disposition manifested, to say that the Christiim 
religion is good for white m^Ei, but a^ red m«a differ, 
they need a different religion and ukkIo of life. They 
havo not yet been instigated by infidela to say such 
things. They are conscious of ^eir ignorance of God 
and salvation, and of the various arts and sciences. 
While an mdifierence and apathy characterize some, 
which is discouraging, yet 1 ki|ow (^ no insuperable 
obstacles to tb^ improvem^it 

While gratitude is a gener^ characteristic of In* 
dians, they have, in some cases» their pecn^ar way of 
expressing it. An Indian had a scm laboring for a l<^ig 
time under a lingering and dangerous comjdaint. 
Their medicine mw had dime all they could fi^ hinv 
but without success. The &tber (»rougbt his son to 
the hospital at Fort Vancouver, and earnestly decdred 
to h^ye him treats with care and with the best modi- 
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cal attendance. The sick §on was received, and in 
about mx mcmtbs was restored to health. When his 
father came to take him home, he remarked to Dr. 
McL. " My son is a good boy, be has been with you 
a long time, and I think you must love him ; and now 
as he is about to leans you, wiU you not give him a 
biffliket and shirt, and as many other small things as 
you think will be good ? We shall always love you.** 
The lower Indians ** make their medicine,^ in some 
particulars, differently from those farther east. Their 
professed objects are to obtain present relief^ if not a 
radical cure ; to make his exit more easy if the patient 
dies, and that his soul may be rendered capable of 
performing its journey to its far distant and happy 
country, and also to assuage the sorrow of surviving 
relatives. The procei^ is simple, and occupies five or 
six hours. The patient is laid upon a bed of mats and 
blankets, sometimes a little elevated, and surrounded 
by a frame Work. Two " medicine men ^ place them- 
selves upon this frame, and commence a chant in low, 
kmg-drawn tones, each holding a wand in his hand, 
three or four feet long, with which they beat upon the 
frame, keeping time with their time. They gradually 
increase the loudness and the movement of their me- 
dicine song, with a correspmident use of their wand, 
imtil the noise becomes almost deaf<^ng, and undoubt- 
edly often hurries the patient out of the world. Du- 
ring this time the near relaticms affect indifference to 
the condition of the sick person, lest their anxiety 
should counteract the influence of the charm, and they 
are generally employed about their common business, 
the women in makmg mats, baskets and moecasons ; 
and the men loitering about, smoking, or conversing 
xspoa common subjects. In some cases, especially if 
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iheir <;onfideiice in the medicine man is small, they 
manifest much afBiction and concern ; and in all cases 
after the person dies, they make great lamentation. 

I have already menticmed the practice of the lower 
nations of flattening their heads and piercing their 
noses. But another reported custom, of having pieces 
of sea-horse*s tusks, or oval pieces of wood, an inch 
and a half long and an inch wide, inserted into a 
hole in the upper lip, made for the purpose, is not cor- 
rect in regard to any of the Indians in this seeticm of 
country. Captain Beechy mentions it as a common 
practice from Norton's Island and northward ; which 
was noticed by Deshnow, as long ago as 1648, that 
this ornament was worn by men and women about 
Prince William's sound, and which custom, Captain 
B. says is common the whole distance along the wes- 
tern shores of America, as^ far as California. I saw 
some specimen of this ornament, or rather deformity, 
which were worn by the natives at Millbank Sound. 

The wealth of the lower Indians is estimated by the 
number of their wives, slaves, and canoes. Every In- 
dian of any distinction takes as many wives as he is 
able to support, and his wealth is supposed to accord 
with the number. They are quite destitute of horses, 
and their almost only mode of travelling is in canoes; 
for the forests are so dense that they are nearly im- 
penetrable, and they do not construct any roads. As 
the upper Indians excel in horsemanship, so tiiese ex- 
cel in the management of canoes, which are uncom- 
monly well made, and of various sizes, from twelve to 
thirty feet long ; the largest will carry as much as a 
good bateau, and are generally made of the fir tree. 
The bow and stem are raised high, so as to meet and 
ward off the boisterous waves, and the bow is ^me- 
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times decorated with figinres of animals, and the upper 
edge of the canoe is ornamented with shells. Slaves 
are employed in propelling the canoes, but not exclu- 
sively ; for often the chie& will perform their part of 
the labor, and the women are equally expert with the 
men. 

Their manufactures do not widely differ from those 
of the upper country, with the addition of hats and 
baskets of skilful workmanship, made of grass of supe* 
rior quality, equal to the Leghorn. The native hats 
are a flaring cone. Their baskets are worked so 
closely as to hold water, and are often used for pails. 
Some of them are interwoven with various colors 
and devices, fancifully representing men, horses, and 
flowers. 

The government of the Indian nations is in the hands 
of chiefs, whose office is hereditary, or obtained by 
some special merit. Their only power is influence ; 
and this in proportion to their wisdom, benevolence, 
and courage. They do not exercise authority by com- 
mand, but influence by persuasion, stating what in 
their judgment they believe to be right, and for the 
greatest good of their tribe or nation, or of any family 
or community. The chiefs have no power of levying 
taxes, and they are so much in the habit of contributing 
their own property for individual or public good, that 
they are not generally wealthy. Their .influence, how- 
ever, is great ; for they rarely express an opinion or 
desire, which is not readily assented to and followed. 
Any unreasonable dissent is subdued by the common 
voice of the people. Probably there is no government 
upon earth where there is so much personal and politi- 
cal freedom, and at the same time so little anarchy ; 
and I caft wdiesitatingly say, that I have nowhere wit- 
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netted so much Bubordinaticm, peace, friendship, and 
confidence, as exist among the Indians in the Oregon 
Territory, The day may he rued, when th^ order 
and harmony shall be interrupted by any instrumen- 
tality whatever. 

There are exceptions, however, to the general fact 
of the good conduct of the chiefe, and the respect 
which is given them. Gazenove, the first chief of the 
Chenook nation, is one. He was a great warrior, and 
before the desolating sickness, which commenced in 
the year 1629, could bring a thousand warriors inta 
action. He is a man of talents, and his personal ap- 
pearance is noble, and ought to represent a hature kind 
and generous ; but such is his character, that his influ* 
ence is retained among his people more by fear than 
by afiection. I saw him often, and several times at my 
room, while at Fort Vancouver. On Tuesday, Feb- 
ruary 2d, I attended the fimeral of his only son, the 
heir to his chieftainship, a young man who Ijiad lingered 
under a protracted disease. Cazenove departed frc»n 
the long estabUshed custom of his nation and fathers, 
of depositing the dead in canoes, and had him buried 
in the cemetery of the Fort, in the decent manner of 
civilized people. He had the coflin made large, for 
the purpose of putting into it clotMng, blankets, and 
such other articles as he siq>posed necessary for the 
comfort of his ^on in the world to which he was gone. 
Every thing connected with the ceremony of the in* 
terment was conducted with great propriety. I was 
not £U the time furnished with an interpreter, but ad- 
dressed those present who understood Ei^iisfa. Gaze- 
nove expressed his satisfaction that an address wav 
given, considering it a token of respect for his son ; 
and appeared solemn in his affliction, indulging tears 
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only, and not any loud lamentations. Had he con- 
ducted with equal propriety subsequently, he would 
have been worthy of commendation. But when he 
returned to his dwelling that evening, he attempted to 
kill the mother of this deceased son, who was the 
daughter of Concomly, and formerly the wife of Mr. 
McDougall. The chiefs say, that they and their sons 
are too great to die of themselves, and although they 
may be sick, and decline, and die, as others do, yet 
some person, or some evil spirit, instigated by some 
one, is the invisible cause of their death ; and, there- 
fore, when a chief or chiers son dies, the supposed 
author of the deed must be killed. Cazenove, on this 
occasion, fixed <m the mother of his son as the victim 
of his rage, notwithstanding she had been most assidu- 
ous in her attention to him, during his protracted sick- 
ness. Of his several wives she was the most beloved, 
and his misguided mind led him to believe that the 
greater the sacrifice, the greater the manifestation of 
his attachment to his son, and the more proiHtiatory to 
his departed spirit. She fled into the woods, and the 
next morning, when the gates were opened, came into 
this fort, and implored protection. She was secreted 
here several days, until her friends at Chenook Bay 
heard of her situation, and came and secretly took her 
away. Some days after this, a woman was found 
killed by the hand of violence, and it was supposed 
to have been done by Cazenove or some one in his 
employ. 
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CHAPTER XVIH. 

Conversation wiUi an intelligont Indian — meeting witli Indians— euly 
and mild seasons — La Dalles Indians — their anxiety to receive the 
gospel— Nootka bummmg^ bird — ^number and loca^ou of the IndisBS 
in the lower counti^y— -Xudians pf the iiorUi— the agitated jiuestioii-- 
Bolitariness. 

A vsB¥ intelligent and influential Indian from the 
Cascades called at my room, on the 8th of Febrmty, 
to enquire about God. I endeavored to obtain from 
him his own system of religion. He said he believed 
•there is a Grod, and he supposed he made all things, but 
he did not Jmow any thing more about him. I ques- 
tioned him in regard to his belief of a future state, and 
what he expected would become of him when he died. 
He said he dkl not know. He supposed that he idioald 
have an existence after death, but did not know what 
it would be ; and wished me to tell him. I endeavored 
to enlighten his mind, and to unfold to him the gre^ 
fundamental truths of God ai^d eteripty, and the way 
to be isaved. He listened with attention, and appeared 
sober. He told me the Indians were growing better ; 
that they did not kill each other in wars as in times past ; 
that they did not rob and steal as heretofore. I told 
:him that was good, but to be saved they must rep^t 
and receive the Savior by faith, as the only hope for 
sinners. So benighted are the minds of these heathen, 
and so barren their language upon spiritual and invi- 
sible subjects, that I had to use such illustrations as 
I judged best adapted to convey truth to his mind, 
and I doubt not he received some knowledge. 
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The next day he called again, and wished me to 
take his children and teach them how to read and 
write, and to worship God. I endeavored to explain 
to hina the object of my tour, and that when I returned, 
I would use my influence to have others come and live 
among them. But he wanted me to continue with 
liiem and instruct them. And when I told him I mu^t 
go, and endeavor to get several to come and teach in 
different tribes, he wished to know how many sleeps it 
would take me to go, and how many sleeps before others 
would come. I told him it would be a great number. 
He wished to know if it would be moons. I answered 
in the affirmative, and told him it would be at least 
two snows. He paused and looked sorrowful. His 
very look affected me ; he arose and went out. 

Sabbath 14th. I attended service as usual in En- 
gUsh. There were many Indians from the La Dalles 
who wished to knov^r if they might be present. We 
told them there would not be sufficient room in the 
hall, but a few of their chiefs might attend, and after 
the English service I would meet with them ; which I 
accordingly did in the afternoon. 

They were punctual at the hour,^and came insipgle 
file, tlie first chief leading the way. Whqn I prayed 
with them, they all kneeled down except two or three, 
and these were reprimanded by the chief for impro- 
piriety of conduct. As on other similar occasioi^, I 
endeavored to instruct them in the first principles of 
our revealed religion, to which they gjive strict atten- 
tion. The first chief, at the close of the service, wished 
to speak ; and on receiving permission, spoke a short 
time to his people, and then told me he had prayed 
much to the Great Spirit, and found his heart was no 
T)etter, but worse. He said, a white man gave them 
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a flag, and told them to set it up on a pole, on Sun- 
days, and meet and pray, sing their songs, and dance 
around the pole bearing the flag ; and they had done 
so a long time. He wished to know if this was right* 
I told him it was right to meet and pray, and sing, and 
talk about God, but to dance on the Sabbath was very 
wrtmg, and would offend God. I added farther, that 
they needed some person to teach them the right way 
to worship God and to be saved. He was affected, 
and kneeled down, and with tears in his eyes said, if 
you must go away, do send us some one to teach us 
the right way to serve. God. We will now throw 
away what the man said to us about dancing. We 
will go to our people and tell them what you have 
said, and worship God as you have taught us. I never 
felt so much like weeping over the heathen, as on this 
occasion ; to see this poor benighted Indian chief upon 
his knees, with tears in his eyes, pleading for some one 
to come and teach them the way to heaven. What a 
spectacle I 

March 1st We have many indications of the pre- 
sence of spring. The mildness of the climate, and the 
soft temperature of the season west of the mountains, 
render it one of the most delightful portions of our 
ccmtinent The wide and sudden extremes ^ of heat 
and cold, to which the eastern portions are subject, are 
almost unknown here, and while this is more agreeable, 
it is also more favorable to health. Those who have 
the charge of the farming establishment at this place, 

* Tho reason asgigned for indading dancing in the lervices of tlia 
faoly Sabbath, waa the fear, that ainginff and praying without dancing) 
woald not interest the Indians ; and to inclnde it, would not be«o gveat 
a departore from their common practices, as to excite aTenioa to wor 
Mnp. 
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have commenced sowing thus early their spring crops, 
and the gardener is preparing his ground for the seeds. 
The grass in the yard begins to assume its beautiful/ 
fresh green. The robin and blackbird have continued 
here through the winter, and now, with some others of 
their feathered brethren, resume their cheerful war- 
blings in the fields and groves. During the winter, the 
thermometer has not fallen below 22^ Fahrenheit, and 
to this point only three days. At this date, it stood at 
sumise, at 37^ ; at noon, 46© ; and at sunset, at 44<^. 
The rains through the winter have been less constant 
and heavy than I anticipated; and snow has fallen 
only ten days, sometimes in trifling quantities, and at 
no time over the depth of six inches, and has remained 
on the ground only a few dayjs. Some have supposed, 
that the genial climate of the Oregon Territory is attri- 
butable to the proximity of the great Pacific, sheddmg 
the influence of its soft winds far into the interior. 
But the fact is, that almost the only winds through the 
winter are easterly winds, consequently coming di- 
rectly from the regions of perpetual snow. 

A number of the La Dalles Indians arrived to-day, 
who reside eighty miles distant. One of their chiefs 
stated to my friend Mr. T. that they had changed their 
mode of worship ; that they do not now dance on the- 
Sabbath, as they used to do, but they meet and sing, and 
pray ; and that since they have been better acquainted 
with the way to worship God, He hears their prayers, 
and that now, when they and their wives and children 
are hmigry, they pray for deer, and go out to hunt^ 
and God sends them deer to satisfy their wants. Mr. 
T. asked him who had taught them their new mode 
of worshiping God. He answered, by the use of 
signs, the man who wore glasses ; a signal by which 
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they diitmgtdshed me. It was ihtefesling to kfiow 
that they were disposed to practice, as well as to listen 
to what is taught them. 

Sabbath, 13th. Besides the usual service in the hall 
in English, I met the Indians from the La Dalles, and 
endeavored to exhibit to thfem the great truths of the 
Bible. They listened with deep interest to what I said, 
and then enquired whether they might expect, after I 
should go away, that some one would come and teach 
them. I could not promise, but replied that I hoped it 
would not be more than two snows, before some one 
would be sent. They enquired if after one or t^wo 
sleeps, I would let them come to my room and hear 
more about God. I agreed to meet them on Tuesday 
afternoon, and addressed them several succeeding times 
before their departure. 

It seems apparent to any observing Christian, that 
the present is the favorable time for the introduction 
of the gospel and civilization among the natives of this 
Wide interior. Soon the cupidity and avarice of men 
will make aggressions here, and the deadly influence 
of frontiCT vices will interpose a barrier to the religion 
which they now are so anxious to embrace and prac- 
tice. Every circumstance combines to point out the 
time when this work should begin, and one of the most 
important is that these Indians are enlisted in fa- 
vor of white meii, and feel that their condition, in all re- 
spects, for this world, as well as the coniing one, is better 
than their own. A well'-established Christian influx 
ence aiftong these tribes, would surely be respected 
by those who otherwise would invade their rights, 
and deprive them of a home as dear to them as our 
own is to us. 

March 24th. The season is progressing in delights 
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ftti n^Hdness. Flbwering shrubbery and plants are 
be^ning to send forth their fragrance; and the 
Nootka hummmg bird has arrived, and is seen darting 
from b^ish to bushy feeding upon the open flowers. 
This most splei^did species is not known east of the 
mountains. The whole of the upper part of the body- 
is rufous, the head greeni^jh, the throat cupreous and 
metitloidal crimson, varying according to the inci- 
cteflOe of light. Hie throat of this species resembles 
that of the common, except that it is even more gor- 
geous in its colors, and in presenting the metallic 
feathers, fortns a broad ruff in the inferior part of the 
ne^, instead of being wholly a component part of the 
plumage. * The swallows made their appearance on 
the 12th, and a new species of bhie bird, of uncom* 
monly beautifW plumage, arrived on the 14th. The 
sWto; several species of geese, and the sand hill crane, 
afe p^iteing to the north for incubation. Their scream- 
ing notes are constantly heard, and in the night are 
not the most favorable to repose. 

Bi§for6 leaving the lower country, it will be proper 
to present, in a connected view, the best information I 
have been aWeto obtain of the several nations, their 
locations, and numbers. There are several tribes, 
akwt whom my knowledge is too limited to make any 
deSiUte statements. Among them are those about Pu- 
gef s Sound, and the upper part of the Cowalitz ; also 
the Chiftz Indians, north of the mouth of the Cohimbia 
and Chealis rivers. And although I have seen many 
of the Klicatat nation, who reside at the north of the 
Cascades^ yet I have not been abl6 to learn of them 
any thing more definite, than that they are a large na- 
tion. The Chenookmation resides along upon the Co- 
lumbia river, from the Cascades to its confluence with 
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the ocean, and though once numerous and powerful, 
now numbers not more than fifteen hundred, or two 
thousand.* 

The Calapooah nation are located south of the Che- 
nooks, upon the Willamette river and its branches. 
They are divided into seventeen different tribes, under 
their respective chiefs, and number about eight thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty persons, who speak 
the same language, radically, with only a little differ- 
ence in dialect They are scattered over a territory 
of two hundred miles north and south, and sixty east 
and west. Their country is uncommonly good. 

South of the CalapoosJi is the Umbaqu& nation, re- 
siding in a valley of the same name. They are di- 
vided into six tribes ; the Sconta, Chalula, Palakahu, 
Quattamya, and Chaste. Their number is about 
seven thousand. South of this nation and north of 
California, there was a very powerful nation called the 
Kincla, which before the year 1829, numbered four, 
thousand warriors. But if they have be^i swept 
away by sickness, as the other nations of the lower 
country have, it is probable their whole number of 
men, women and children, would not now amount to 
more than eight thousand. 

Near the mouth of the Columbia, along the coast, 
are the Killamooks, who are numerous, but their num- 
bers I could not ascertain. South of these, and at the 
mouth of the Umbaqull river, there are the Saliutia, 
and two other tribes, supposed to number 3000 pw- 
sons. ' 

*My BOflhod of compotiiig the namber of peiBons in a aadoiiy ^*«» to 
tfcertain the namber of their lodges, which umially contain bat one 
family, and allowing five persons to constitute a famify, which is a mode* 
Tate estimate, the number of the nation is ebtained ; so Uiat, bj this 
method of computation, the following estimate of Indians in and about 
tile Oregon Territory, is not over-ratea, but below the roid nnmber. 
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This estiinate of the Indians, in the lower country, 
makes the number of those known to be about twenty- 
five thousand. This is probably a low estimate. It 
may safely be concluded, itom facts now collected, 
that there are, between the 42<^ and 47^ north lati- 
tude, in what we term the lower country, as many 
as twenty-five thousand more, making fifty thousand, 
who probably at the present moment would gladly re- 
ceive teachers. 

Gentlemen of the Hudson Bay Company gave the 
following statements of the numbers of Indians north of 
Puget's Sound ; viz. at Millbank Sound, three tribes, 
numbering two thousand one hundred and eighty-six. 
At Hygana Harbor, five tribes or bands, amounting to 
two thousand ninety-two. At Queen Charlotte's Isl- 
and, eleven tribes, numbering eight thousand six hun- 
dred persons. About Hanaga and Chatham Straits, 
there are nine tribes, containing six thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty persons. Making the whole number of 
inhabitants, at and about these places, between the 47^ 
and 65^ of north latitude, nineteen thousand thirty- 
eight. At Queen Charlotte's Island there is a field of 
much promise for a missionary station, where the ne- 
cessaries of life could be easily obtained, and for that 
high northern latitude, the climate is very mild. 

Their summer and winter residences are built of split 
[dank, similar to those of the Chenooks. It is said they 
are well supplied with fish, fowl, oil, berries, and po- 
tatoes of superior quality and in great abundance ; 
and wild meat is sometimes obtained. Their dress is 
much the same as what has already been described. 
Polygamy prevails, and also slavery. They do not 
treat their slaves with as much kindness as the Indians 
in the lower country of the Oregon Territory treat 
12 
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theirs. When they kill their slaves, the loss of pro- 
perty is the only thmg they regard. ScMEnetimes when 
one chief becomes offended with another, imrtead of 
challenging him to a doel, he goes home and kills a 
number of slaves, and challenges the other to kill as 
many. The challenged person, if he can. Mils as many 
or more, and notifies the challenger of the number ; 
and thus they proceed until one or the other gains tfie 
victory ; and the one who yields in this mode of c<MEn- 
bat ceases to be a gentleman. *^ The point of honor^ 
with these barbarous gentry is fixed higher than in 
our Christian country, for here the life of one satisfies 
the powerful principle, but there, blood must flow pro- 
fusely to quench tjie noble fire of fai^-minded re- 
venge. They are not unfrequcntly engaged in wars, 
which are often very bloody. They are mtidi ad- 
dicted to gambling, and dancing ; and it is aaid they 
excel in singing. The country is mountainous, and is 
generally covered with dense forests, conmting moi^ 
of fir. 

On and about McKenzie river there are six tribes 
of Indians, making a population of about four thousand 
two hundred and seventy-five. The climate ip very 
cold and unpleasant ; but uninvitmg as it is, the Hod- 
son Bay Company have found men who are wilting to 
reside there in sufficient numbers to make sixestabUsh- 
ments, for the purpose of obtaining the peltries which 
the Indians collect. Their principal estabhahment, 
which is Fort Simpson, is on the upper part of the 
river and is a place of much resort ibr the Indians. 



March 26th. Rode down once more to the lower 
plains, as they are called, and was delighted with the 
freshness of the wheat fields, which are beginning to 
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wave in ike gentle breezes^.and the forest trees are 
be^nning to show their leaves, and the plants their 
flowenu The sea fowl, which through the winter 
covered these fields, are gone to their summer resi« 
dences, and the Uttle £^thered tribes are tuning their 
notes, so full of melody. 

The question, to whom does this country belong, has 
been, and is becoming still more a question of general 
interest, both in Great Britain and the United States. 
The aboriginal populaticm claim it as their own, and 
say, they merely permit white men to reside among 
them. Before the first discovery of the noble river, 
which in itself and its branches waters almost the whole 
territory, these natives had undisputed possession. But 
their claim is laboriously, extensively, and practically 
d^ed ; for authorities, both of written law, and the 
opinion of living judges and expositors of law, sanction 
the princijde that " unsettled habitation is not true and 
legal possession, and that nations who inhabit fertile 
countries and disdain or refuse* to cultivate them, de* 
serve to be extirpated." It is made, then, a question 
of inquiry, whose claim to this region is best esta- 
blished ? Our government claim exclusive dominion 
against any foreign power, of all the country lying be- 
tween the 42nd and 49th degrees of north latitude, by 
treaties with nations who claim possessions contigu- 
ous, and who have relinquished their claims to the 
country included in the above parallels of latitude, ex- 
cept Great Britain ; by the discovery of the principal 
river by Capt. Gray of the ship Columbia, the 14th of 

*The Indians do not disdain nor refuse to caltivate their lands. Their 
game is becomiiig so searce, that they see they most cultivate their 
ImdSf or peri&h ; and they are anxious to be tau|;ht how, and to obtain 
the 
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May, 1792 ; and by interior exploration. Great Bri- 
tain claims the Columbia river for her southern boun- 
dary, by right of discovery. Capt Broughton, of the 
ship Chatham, haying ascended the river with two 
boats, as far as where Fort Vancouver is now situated, 
took possession of the rive]^ and country in the name 
of his Britannic Majesty, on the 31st of October, 1792. 
Capt. Broughton was associated with Capt. Vancou- 
ver of the ship Discovery, on a voyage of discovery in 
the north Pacific, and around the world. The posses- 
sion was taken in his Britannic Majesty's name in due 
form. A friendly old chief^ who did not understand a 
word of their language, nor they a word of. his, was 
invited to join in the ceremony, and to drink his Ma- 
jesty's health. Captain Broughton says the chief ap- 
peared much pleased with the transaction. But it may 
be a subject of enquiry, with which the old friendly 
chief was best pleased, with the rum he drank on the 
occasion, or with the ceremony which was so fiill of 
import. And ferther, did the chief, by partaking of 
his Majesty's rum and joining in the ceremcmy, cede 
all this country to be the bona fide property of a fo- 
reign nation ? Still Great Britain ** does not set up any 
claim of exclusive jurisdicticm or sovereignty therein, 
and denies the claim of the Umted States to any such 
sovereign jurisdiction," but by treaty claims for its 
subjects the right of joint occupancy, indefinitely de- 
ferring the settlement of the question of exclusive do- 
minion. But these intricate questions, so often adked, 
I leave to learned diplomatists to decide, after confes- 
sing that I am not able to discover why the nations 
who have from time immemorial, occupied this coun- 
try, and who like other nations, have their territorial 
limits tolerably well defined among themselves, should 
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not still possess the domain which our common Crea- 
tor and Benefactor has kindly given them. It is a sub- 
ject of increasing regret to every true friend of hu- 
manity, that, unless the rapacious and acquisitive spirit, 
which urges our nation to appropriate these western 
territories, shall be restrained by the providence of 
God, these Indian nations will be compelled to yield 
their lands, their rights, and their lives to the merciless 
invaders of their country. Is there such rectitude in 
power, and such virtue in civilization, as to prove that 
the bounties of divine providence were never designed 
to be permanently possessed by the defenceless and 
untaught, and that they are inevitably doomed to ex- 
tinction by the hands of enlightened and powerful 
men? The history of the past, and the operation of 
present causes, show that as soon as the Indians shall 
be induced to sell and cede the best portions of their 
country, there being no farther west to which they can 
be removed, the Indian race must expire, and in vain 
will the voice of humanity enquire, what has become 
of the aborigines of this country. 

The time has arrived when I expect to resume the 
work of further exploration. The weeks and months 
which I have spent here have fled rapidly away, while 
I have been feebly endeavoring during the winter to 
benefit the people of the fort, and the Indians ; and to 
embrace all the opportunities that should present, to 
collect information in those particulars which pertain 
to the direct object of my tour. I shall wander for a 
length of time, yet future, among the wild scenes of na- 
ture, which have so gratified and delighted me in tra- 
versing the wilderness of forest and prairie ; but my 
heart looks back to a variety of interesting scenes of 
civilized life and cultivated society in my own far 
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distant land, and I ardently demre to see the wide re- 
gion before me broi:^ht under the same beauty and 
cultivation. All the social affisctiiHis of our nature 
strongly desire the happiness, which refined and Chris- 
tian society and its concomitant blessings can alone 
give. A feelmg of solitariness, and of desolati(m comes 
over the mind as you stand on the banks of the noble 
Columbia, and perhaps for weeks, it may be for months, 
no whitened sail becomes visible to the gaze of your 
watching eye. At length a ship enters its waters, atid 
the Indians hasten fifty miles to tell you that the White 
man's great canoe, with its three upright sticks^ is oil its 
way to bring a new supply of blankets, beads, and to- 
bacco. The most unimportant incidents becooie inte- 
resting events, where so much monotony exists. 

Monday, 11th April. Having made arrangements 
tb leave this place on the 14th, I called upon the chief 
clerk for my bill. He said the Company felt a plea- 
sure in gratuitously conferring all they have done, fot 
the benefit of the object in which I am engaged. In 
justice to my own feelings, and in gratitude to the ho- 
norable Company, I wx>uld bear testimony to their uni- 
form pohteness and generosity ; and' while I do this, I 
would express my anxiety for their salvation, and tfitat 
they may be rewarded in spiritual blessings. In addi- 
tion to the civilities I had received as a guest, I had 
drawn upon their store for clothing, for goods to pay 
my Indians, whom I had employed to convey me in 
canoes in my various journeyings, hundreds of miles ; 
to pay my guides and interpreters ; and upon their pro- 
vision store for the support of these men while in my 
employ. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Departure fbr the npper country^- American hunters — geology ttt the 
Cascades — Indian hon^ty — escape in a dangerous gale — ^the Falls a 
fiivMmble locatioo for a missionary 8tation-—teiid6r synpatfa^— &k* 
omhedladiansr— wrrival at Wal|a Walla— interesting" meeting of lo- 
dians^pportanity to give them religious instruction— a walk — the 
nutritious quality of prairie grass. 

ArftiL 14th. Having exchanged farewells with the 
gentlemen ^f the fcnrt^ whose kindness I shall ever re- 
member, I took passage in a canoe of an Indian chief 
belonging to the La Dalles* Our company consisted 
of the ctuef and his dai^hter, another Indian who too)^ 
th^ bow, a.half*blood named Baptiste who took the 
stem, aiMi two white men, who, with the chiel^ helped 
to propel the oanoe, making seven persons. These, 
with the baggage of several hundred weight, loaded 
the frail craft so heavily, that its sides were only about 
•even inches above water. This, upon a river ave- 
raging about a mile in width, with many rapids, and 
mibject to winds* was not a pleasant undertaking. But 
at this season of the year, when the Indians are about 
to convrnenoe fishing, another canoe could not be ob« 

We proceeded up the river about twelve milest to 
what are called the upper plains on the north side of 
the river, and encamped. This is a rich and beautiful 
prairie of some miles in circumference, wid at this 
early part of the spring was covered with a coat of 
fresh green grass five or six inches high. A little back 
from the river, there is a beautiful lake, the resort of 
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water fowl, which are seen exhibiting thwr unsullied 
plumage ; and in the rear are forests of fir, whither 
the deer, which crop the grass of the prairie, flee, when 
they see men ascend the river's bank. A gathering 
storm rendered the night dark» cold, and dreary ; for 
as yet no friendly habitations are reared upon these 
fertile fields for the resort and comfort of man. 

The rain continuing with some wind, we did not 
decamp on the morning of the 1 5th, until a late hocor; 
after which we passed up into the mountainous part of 
the country below the Cascades, and encamped near 
the high Pillar rock which I have mentioned. Soon 
after leaving our encampment this morning, we met 
Captain W. with a small company of men in two ca- 
noes lashed together, on their way to Port William 
.upon Wappatoo Island. They were wet with the rain 
of the morning ; and their meagre countenances BxA 
tattered garments did not speak much in favor of the 
happiness of mountain life, or indicate that they had 
found the hunter's elysium. But they were in good 
spirits and passed merrily on their way. 

The basaltic rocks which wall up the shores, in some 
places two and three hundred feet perpencBcular, and 
in this place for miles, do not lose in interest by re- 
view. For more than half a mile the columnar basalt 
presented the regular pentagons. Near these, ^prfiere 
the shore was inaccessible, we found a deer almost ex- 
hausted with swimming in the cold water. Its help- 
less condition and its mild, large black eye, excited by 
fear, pleaded for the exercise of humanity ; but our 
men, instead of rendering it that assistance which it 
needed, shot it, and stained the pure water of the river 
with its blood. I could not help feeling a sympathy 
for this poor, beautiful animal. 
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While the men, on the morning of the Itfth, were 
engaged in taking the canoe up the rapids and the 
Cascades, I walked five miles, sometimes along the 
shore of the river, and sometimes climbing over pre- 
cipices ; and so laborious was the task to get the ca- 
noe above all the rapids and falls, that it occupied most 
of the day, givinjg me time for examining the scenery 
around. Almost every variety of volcanic production 
was seen, but basalt and amygdaloid predominated. 
Large quantities of petrified wood were scattered 
along the shores, some of which preserved its natural 
appearance ; but the large blocks, when broken, pre- 
sented the appearance of mineral coal. The scenery 
around is grand ; yet such was the misty state of the 
atmosphere about the tops of the moimtains, which 
were at this time covered with snow, and the dullness 
accompanying, that the enjoyment was less than it 
would have been under other circumstances. Aifter 
having finished the portage by the Cascades, we 
launched out upon the gentle current above, and pro- . 
ce%ding up the river two miles, encamped upon the 
north sidel Several Indians came to our encampment 
and manifested a kind and sociable disposition. They 
told us that Captain W. the day before, in cordelling 
his canoes down the Cascades, had lost one, and with 
it baggage, of which they had found some articles, 
which they would deliver io him when he should again 
pass this way. The Indians are coming in fi'om their 
winter retreats, and are engaged in catching sturgeon. 

The 17th being the Sabbath, we did not remove. 
It was a rainy day, and an the totet^Km the rain came 
down in torrents, which is coiwnwfl aDOut these moun- 
tains through the rainy season of the year* We were 
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not able to make a fire for preparing food, until after 
twelve o'clock, when the stonn beg^n to abate. 

On Monday the weather was more pleasant, and 
we made very good progress np the rwrer, through a 
country of diversified scenery. Though less mountain- 
ous than about the Cascades, yet here were mountains 
of interesting forms ; one was almost a perfect cone, 
a thousand feet high, rising at an angle of 45 degrees, 
beautifully smooth and covered with grass. We 
passed, a few miles above this, a bluff presenting a 
perpendicular semicircle, with fissures regularly radi- 
ating from the centre of the diameter. In diflerent 
places there were red hills of the color of welUbumt 
brick. We encamped on the north side of the river, 
upon a pleasant spot just above a small Indian village, 
where we found a good supply of dry wood, which 
added to our c<Mnfort and conveni«ice. 

A wind which blew very fresh through the night, 
abated on the morning of the 19th, and we proceeded 
on our way with a gentle breeze, before which we 
spread a sail made of a blanket. The wind contintfed 
to increase until the middle of the day, which rendered 
navigation rather dangerous. We came to a large 
bend in the river, and to save the distance of coasting 
around, the men who rowed wfshed to pass over to 
the south side of the river, which was here morg than 
a mile wide. This seemed a dangerous experim^fit, 
because the vrind and waves were too high for our 
deep-laden canoe ; but as they were anxious to save 
labor, I did not, persist in my objections. We had not 
passed more th€m half way across, before the increa- 
sing wind raised waves which rolled aiwl broke three 
times as high as our canoe, and threatened to over- 
whelm us. At length the men were not able to keep 
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the canoe headed across the waves, and it turned side- 
ways to tbem. It seemed that nothing short of a mi- 
raculous providence could save us. But by much ex- 
ertion and some abatement of the wind, we again got 
the canoe upon our course, and obliquely across the 
waves, and safely arrived at the south shore. But om 
greatest danger was yet before us. After coasting a 
few miles along the south shore, w^e came to a pro- 
montory called Cape Horn, a name given it on account 
of the dangers of passing. It is of volcanic formation 
rising, as I afterwards found by measurement, two 
hundred feet perpendicular upon the water's edge, 
extending about a mile in length, and the lower part 
projecting several hundred feet into the river. The 
wind had so far lulled, that we did not apprehend any 
danger in passing it, but when we had doubled the 
Cape, the wind drew around and increased to a gale. 
ThuB foaniing, breaking waves ran high, and we could 
not return against the wind, and to go forward against 
the current was to add to the danger of being filled, 
or dashed against shoreless rocks. Such was the force 
of the wind, and such the efforts of the men to keep 
the canoe across the waves and away from the rocks, 
that in the same insttmt of time, the bowman and 
steersman both broke their paddles, and the sail was 
torn away from the left fastening, and whirled over to 
the right side of the canoe. It seemed that all hope 
was gone. There were only three paddles remaining, 
two of which were immediately put into the hands ol 
the steersman and bowman. It was impossible to re- 
turn, and to make progress against the current with 
only such means, appeared equally impracticable. A 
watery grave seemed inevitable; but by the pro- 
tectmg mercy of God, when the waves broke, it wat 
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just without the canoe. It was necessary to our sa&^ 
to be collected and fearless, and we cleared the sail, 
and gave orders as though no danger was near. Coor 
trary to our highest expectations, we continued to 
make headway up the river, assisted probably by <me 
of those large eddies, which abound in this river, until 
we came to a Email bay with a sandy shore, where we 
safely moored our frail barque, and waited, until the 
wincU and weather became more favorable. 

After the winds had somewhat abated, Indiatis^came 
to us from the opposite shore, of whom we bought pad- 
dles, and being again equipped for our voyage, we 
proceeded up the river to the La Dalles, and as &r 
through them as we could safely go. Here w© landed 
and encamped on the north shore, and a number of In- 
dians soon came to us, whom we engaged to carry us 
with horses, to the navigable waters above the Falls. 
Near this was a very large eddy ^ where, two years pre- 
viously, nine men were drowned. . Their bateau was 
drawn into it and capsized, and only one man escaped, 
which he effected by clinging to a bag containing some 
empty kegs. He was carried a few miles down the 
river, and then taken up by Indians who were passing 
in a canoe. 

The 20th was occupied in passing the hsL Dalles 
and the Falls, above which we encamped. This place 
afibrds a favorable location for missionaries. The In- 
dians resort here in large numbers for fishing, and re- 
main usually through the summer, and some of them 
through the year. An intercourse would be always 
open with surrounding tribes, and facilities would bd 
at hand both to disseminate the truths of the gospel, 
and to obtain the means of comfortable subsistence. 

As soon as we were encamped, the Indians, who are 
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herb in great numbers preparing for fishing, came 
around us and their first enquiry was for pi pi, (to- 
bacco.) I am much disgusted with this noxious plant, 
tod am resolved no lc«iger to consider it necessary to 
conciliate the Indians by smoking the friendly pipe. If 
an Indian is sufiering with hunger and nakedness, his 
first request is for tobacco. As we had parted with 
the Indians who came with us from Fort Vancouver, 
we here engaged two others to assist lus as far as 
Walla Walla. 

On the 21st, we took a bateau which we found here, 
and progr^sed slowly up the river against the current 
and frequent rapids. On the morriing of the 22d, while 
encatnped, and the men were making preparation for 
breakfast, I rambled into a little village in the neigh- 
borhood, and called at a lodge, whose inmates consisted 
of an aged woman, a younger one, and four little ^rls. 
I addressed them in the Chenook language, but they 
did not understand me. Being tolerably fanuliar with 
the language of signs, I enquired whcJse vyere those 
children. The younger woman signified that three- of 
them were hers, but the eldest was an orphan, wihom 
she had adopted for her own ; and in the most pathetic 
manner she proceeded to relate her history, but little 
of which was intelligible. The aged matrcm sitting on 
the ground of her movable lodge, with her head re- 
clining upon her hand, occasionally introduced a few 
sentences to aid the narration ; and so sad and afiect- 
mg was the whole accent and sound of their voices, 
that I freely sympathized with them, and nodded my 
assent to all they said. I regretted the necessity which 
compelled me to leave them without beii^ able to 
point them to Him, who is touched with the feelings of 
our infirmities, and who binds up the broken in heaurt* 
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I thought^ as I walked slowly back to my breakfast, 
how little of the savage character was exlubited by 
these females, and on the contrary, how these amiable 
sensibilities would have done honor to any civilized 
society. 

Our encampment on the 24th, was on the south side 
of the river, at a place of great resort for the Indians, 
but they had not come in from their winter retreat. 
There were many canoes drawn up at a short distance 
from the shore, and left without any apprehensions of 
their being stolen, showing the confidence the Indians 
have in each others honesty. They do not need 
guards, nor bolts and bars, and prisons. 

To secure ourselves from a strong, cold wind, we 
selected a place densely covered with wild broom com 
of last year's growth yet standing, and in the rear of 
willows which here skirted the shore of the river. 
Two Indians came to our encampment, who were as 
miserable objects as I have seen. They were not 
more than hsilf covered with tattered skins of rabbits 
patched together ; and were emaciated with starva- 
tion. To relieve the sufferings of such objects of pity, 
the traveler needs to carry with him a store of cloth- 
ing and provisions. It is distressing to see them, with- 
out having the means of furnishing them substantial 
reiiet 

On the 25th, we made slow pro'gress against the 
strong current with our poorly manned bateau, and 
failing of arriving at Walla Walla, as we had hoped, 
encamped under the high basaltic rocks, where we 
found a small spot of soil furnishing some wood. The 
next morning we arrived at the fort, where I met at the 
landing a number of Nez Perce Indians waiting my 
arrival. I felt much satisfaction in seeing them, and in 
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witnessing their tokens of affection. It was like meet- 
ing old friends ; and there appeared to be so much un- 
feigned pleasure in the reception they gave me, that it 
inspired the hope, that the disposition they express to 
learn the way of salvation is based on a foundation 
more permanent than novelty. I had told a band of 
the Cayuse Indians, on my way down the river last 
October, that I would meet them here in the spring, 
and inform them about God and the way to worship 
him. Many of them were here, ready to attend to the 
ftilfilment of my promise, and undoubtedly my arrival 
at the appointed time, confirmed their confidence. 

As the season is yet early, I judged it expedient to 
continue here a week or two, and improve such oppor- 
tdnities as might offer for instructing the Indians resi- 
ding near this place, and those who might come from 
nnore remote places; making the best use of such faci- 
lities as can be obtained, without waiting for the tho- 
rough knowledge of their language, which the prudence 
of some persons would consider indispensable to the 
commencement of teaching them the way of eternal 
life. Their anxious curiosity to know what the reli- 
gion of the Bible is, cannot be kept awake f while its 
gratification is postponed. The danger that delay will 
result in indifference or disgust, is as great as that an 
early attempt to impart instructions may be connected 
with imperfections. 

During my continuance in this place, I preached on 
the Sabbath morning to the white people belonging to 
the fort, and in the afternoon to the Indians of the Cay- 
use, Walla Walla, and Nez Perc^ tribes. They al- 
ways gave good attention, and some appeared to be 
much interested. An instance of opposition to the 
truths of the gospel occurred here, proving the truth of 
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the scriptures, that th6 Saviour is set for the &1I and 
rising of those who hear. A chief of the Cayuses, trto 
several times came to hear, disked what was said 
about a plurality of wives. He said he would not part 
with any of his ; for he had always lived in sin and 
was going to the place of bunung, and it was too kite 
for him, now he was getting old, to repent and be 
saved ; and as he must go to that place, he would go 
in all his sins, and Would not alter hii life. Those who 
are familiar with the various methods to which sinners 
resort, to avoid the convictions of truth and conscience, 
may see in his deep hatred to holiness, that the opera- 
tion of sin is the same in every unsanctified heart 
This is the only instance of open opposition, that I wit- 
nessed among the Indians ; nor does it characterize the 
Cayuse tribe. They very much resemble the Nes 
Terc6s in their peaceable disposition, and desire to be 
instructed, and present, in connection with the WaUa 
Wallas, a promising field of missionary labor. 

May 3d. I walked down to the passage of the Co- 
lumbia through the base^ltic mountain, two miles l^- 
low the fort, to take a more particular view of the 
scenery than can be obtained in a hasty passage on the 
river. I ascended the mcmntain, Srom the top of which 
I had a fine prospect of the country around, opening in 
every direction as far as the eye could reach. AH 
parts were covered with the fresh green of spring ve- 
getation. Very few forests were to be seen in any di- 
rection, excepting upon the Blue Momitains at the 
south, and these, instead of the fresh hues presented by 
forests at this season, were softened by the distance tb 
a hazy blue. Even at this distance, the perpetual 
snows of Mount Hood, could be distinguished at the 
west ; and at the north-west Mount Rainier near Pu- 
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gefs Sound; and at the north and the east various 
parts of scattered mountains, yet covered with snows. 
After some time employed in looking around upon the 
vast expanse^ I approached the perpendicular walls, 
between which the Columbia descends, which are 
about three hundred feet high, as I ascertained by the 
number of seconds occupied in the descent of large 
stcmes, projected from the brink of the precipice, whicfi 
I distinctly heard when they struck upon the shore 
below. I found a great variety of scoria and lava, the 
latter varying much in color and density, some of it 
sufficiently porous and light to swim upon water. 
Two thirds of the way down this deep channel, Sure 
two high eminences called the Pillars, to which, by a 
circuitous route, I descended. They stand upon con- 
ical bases, eighty or a hundred foet high above the 
river; and above these bases rise nearly a hundred 
feet perpendicular, they are indeed remarkable ; but 
there are so many angular formations in this volcanic 
country, that curiosities become common. I retiimed, 
though much fatigued with my long walk over prairies, 
precipices, and mountains, yet gratified with the ex- 
amination of the works of nature. 

My horses and mule, which I had left with the Nez 
Perc^ Indians, were kept in their country, one hun- 
dred and thirty miles east of this place, and were in 
April brought into this neighborhood. To-day, May 
5th, they were caught and brought to the fort. I was 
sairprised to find them in fine order, with new coats, 
and in high spirits. They had run out on the prairies 
without any shelter from the storms, and with no food, 
except what the remains of the previous summer's 
growth afforded, together with the early grass of 
spring. Who would have supposed consideriog tfieir 
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worn dewn condition, when I left them in Octoher, 
that with no othej fare they would have fattened dur- 
ing the winter. This fact shows the. superior mildness 
of the climate^ udd the nutritive quality of {^rairie grasa^ 
even after dried up with the summer drouths Am>UMf 
evidence of the truth of this remark may be seen in the 
condition of the cattle kept at this forU With nothing 
more to feed upon than what they find upon the prai^ 
ries, they are now not only in good order» but some of 
them are actually fat, and in as good condition for 4aiar- 
ket» as oxen driv^a from the stalls of New Bfiiglaad. 

I rode to^ay with Mr. Pai^run, ten miles up the 
river to the confluence of the L&wis« or as it is caUed» 
the Nez Perc^ river, with the C(4umbia« They are 
both noble streams; the Columbia is nearly tbree^ 
fourths of a mile, and the Nez Perc^ a half mile wide. 
The prospect around is delightful ; the soil is good, as 
is evidenced by the fresh verdure which is springing 
up luxuriantly, at this early season. A large band of 
hon»s belonging to a Walla Walla chiefs are feeding 
here* It is a curious fact, that the Indian horses do 
not often stray from the place where they are left ; 
habit, however produced, is as good a safeguard as ea- 
closures^ Along upon the i^res of the river, I found 
specimens of caleedony and comeUao. 

The sixth was a very warm day, the thermometer 
lAanding at noon, at 84^. Distant thunder was heard, 
which is an unfrequent occurrence west of the gref[t 
mountains. Towards and through the night the wmd 
blew very strongly, and shook the bastion which I oc- 
cupied, so that it seemed as if it would be prostrated 
to the earth ; but such wind in this particular sectkm 
of country is common. 

Durjng the time of my continuwce here, I had 
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more frequent opportunities to address the Indians, 
and in greater numbers, than I had anticipated. From 
the promise that the Word of God shall not return 
void, but shall accomplish that whereunto it is sent, 
may not the hope be indulged, that some good fruits 
will be the result of these labors. The Walla Walla 
tribe, though the descendents of emancipated slaves, 
are not inferior to other tribes, and are treated with 
the same respect. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Journey to the Nez Pero^ country— ftmeral of a child— mtoral sceneiy 
— ^worship on the Sabbath— return to Walla Walla— indnstry of the 
Indians — ^battle ground — ^practice of smoking—- journey to Golvile. 

May 9th. In company with several Nez Perc^ In- 
dians who had come down from their own country to 
escort me, I commenced my journey, and pursued the 
same route by which I came last autimm. Nothing 
eventful marked our way and we arrived at the Snake 
or Lewis river, the evening of the eleventh, where we 
found several lodges of the Nez Percys, who gave us 
a very cordial reception, and a warm-hearted shake 
of the hand, the common expression of Indian friend- 
ship. The night of our arrival a little girl about six 
or seven years of age, died, and on the morning of the 
twelfth they buried her. Every thing relating to the 
burial was conducted with great propriety. The 
grave was only about two feet deep ; for they have no 
spades, and a sharpened stick was used to loosen the 
earth, and this was removed with the hands ; and with 
their hands they filled up the grave after the body was 
deposited in it. A mat was laid in the grave, then the 
body wrapped in its blanket, with the child*s drinking 
cup and spoon made of horn ; then a mat of rushes 
spread over the whole, and it was filled up, as above 
described. In this instance they had-prepared a cross 
to set up at the grave, most probably having been told 
to do so by some Iroquois Indians, a few of whom I 
saw west of the moimtains, not in the capacity of teach- 
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erSf but as trappers in the employ of the fur companies. 
One grave in the same village had a cross standing 
over it, which, together with this, were the only relics 
of the kind I saw during my travels in the country. 
But as I viewed a cross of wood of no avail, to benefit 
either: the dead or the living, and fer more likely to 
operate as a salvo to a guilty conscience, or a step- 
ping-stone to idolatry, than to be understood in its 
spiritual sense to refer to a crucifixion of our sins, I 
took this, which the Indians had prepared and broke it 
in pieces. I then told them that we place a stone at 
the head und foot of the grave, only to mark the place ; 
and without a murmur, they cheerfiilly acquiesced, 
and adopted our custom. 

As we proceded up the river to the confluence of 
the Coos-coots-ke, on account of the high water, we 
had to pass over the huge precipices of basalt, at the 
foot of which we traveled down last fall, and which I 
have m^itioned. We were compelled often to ap- 
proach very near the brink, where it seemed as if we 
were almost suspended over the dizzy depth of three 
hundred feet. We arrived at the Coos-coots-ke early 
in the afternoon of the third day after leaving Walla 
Walla, making the distance about 120 miles. The 
ivhole country had put on the loveliness of spring, and 
divested itself of the dreariness of winter, and the gran- 
deur of the mountain scenery appeared to rise before 
me with new fireshness and delight The Indians are 
assembling in great numbers from different and dis- 
tant parts of the country, to enquire about the religion 
that is to guide them to God and heaven ; and which 
they slso think has power to elevate them in the scale 
of society in this world, and place them on a level with 
intelligent as well as Christian white men. 
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Ctai the north of the oonflaence of these two rivew, 
and down the Nez Perc^ river, the country is diversi- 
fied with hills and mountains of a great variety of fontns, 
from five hundred to two thousand feet high. The 
volcanic and argillaceous strata are generally horizon- 
tal, but often thrown into various degrees of inclina- 
tion, from horizontal to perpendicular ; in other places 
curved or waving. Tbey have all the regularity of 
works of art, raised up by human skill ; and why should 
not the power and skill of an Omnipotent hand be 
acknowledged in these stupendous works ? 

After having been several months where the Indians 
of the lower country ccune daily under my observa- 
tion, the contrast between them and these with whom 
I am now, is very noticeable. The former are more 
sm'vile and abject, both in thmr manner and spirit; 
while the latter are truly dignified and respectable in 
their manners and general appearance, far less enslaved 
to their appetites,' or to those vices whose inevitable 
taadeney is to degrade. They know enough to «et 
some ^timate upon character, and have much of the 
proud independence of freemen; and are desircms of 
possessing a consequcQce in the estimation of other peo- 
ple, and for this reason, wish to be taught, and they re- 
ceive any instruction with remarkable docUity. 

Saturday, May 14th. Very many of the natives are 
coming in for the purpose of keeping tbo^Salbbath with 
me; but as I have little prospect of the arrival of my 
interpreter, I shall probably be left to commiserate their 
anxiety, while it will be out of my power to do them 
good. 

I have frequent applications to prescribe for the 
ophthalmy, with which the people are much affiicted, 
and which I should think is a prevalent endemic. Cak>- 
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me], applied in about the quantity of one grain to each 
eye, once in twenty-four hours, I found to be an effica- 
cioua remedy. No injurious effects were known to 
have occurred from its iBse, and in most cases it was 

The Nez Perces have been celebrated for their gkiH 
aad bravery in war. This they have mentioned to 
me, but say they now are afraid to gOyto war ; for 
they nal(Miger believe that all who fell in battle go to 
a happy country. They now believe that the only 
way to be happy here or hereafter, is by knowing and 
doing what God requires. They have learned enough 
to fear the consequences of dying unforgiven, but not 
Buffieient to embrace the hopes and ccmsolations of the 
gospel I havet been interested to see the reasoi^gs 
of thei( minds, and the result of their reflecticms, amidst 
die dimness of so imperfect a knowledge as they yet 
possess. It demonstrate that they are not indiff^ent 
to what they b^tr, and that their mmds are inquisitive, 
and capaUe of thougiy; and investigation. They have 
ob^Bined light sufficient, to dnow bow great is the dark* 
ness in which they have been enveloped ; and it is to 
be hoped, that tfasse efforts, to enlighten them wiQ be 
foUowed by those still more effident, until that meri* 
dian day foretold in prophecy, shall fiiBy come, and 
th^e heatb^i be given to the Savior with all the re^ 
mffte emk of tl^ earth for a possessan. 

Sabbath, 1 5tfa. The interpreter I had been expect 
M^ did not arrive, and consequently much of VfbAt I 
wished to say to these hundreds of Indian^ could not 
be c<»nmunicated for the want of asaedium. I foil 
distressed for them. They desired to tselebrate tto 
Sabbath after, a Christian manner. Whwi the difeft 
cante and enquired what they Aould do, I UM them to 
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collect the people into an assembly and spend the hours 
of this sacred day in prayer and singing, and in con- 
versaticm <m those thhigs about wUch I fiwrnierly in- 
structed them. They did so, 8^d it was truly affect- 
ing to see their apparent reverence, order, and devo- 
ticm, while I could not but know that their knowledge 
was limited indeed. The voice of their singing echoed 
from the hills and vales, and I could not but hope, that 
Ae time will not be greatly future, when they will sing 
with the spirit and with the understanding. As a proof 
that they have acquired some correct ideas of spiritual 
worship, fai distinction from the employment of mere 
outward forms, Kentuc, the Indian who attended me 
so faithfully on my outward route, came tome, anxious 
to describe the different manner in which he regarded 
the worship of the two chie&, Charlie and Tqatacus. 
He said Charlie prayed with his lips, but Teutaous 
prayed with his heart Confession of sin appears to 
occupy much of l^s prayers, and if there is one axnong 
this multitude, who, it may be hoped, has been ever- 
lastingly benefitted by the gospel, I believe it is ibis 
man. 

Monday, 16th. I had lutherto been aomewhal un- 
decided wjiat course to pursue in my future naove- 
ments ; but came to the conclusion to proceed to the 
pla<» of Rendezvous ; and join the returning carav^tn, 
provided I could go by the way of the Grand Round, 
and to the South-west of the Snake river, and explore 
a part of &e country which I had not ps&ed Uirough 
the preceding autumn. But the Indians chose to take 
the retired route of the Salmcm river moimtains, to 
avoid danger from hostile Indians, as it was well as* 
certained that there was a party of Blackfeet waa-ri(»rs 
ranging the territory west of the great mountains. I 
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widied to explore the north-east branch of the Cdvun- 
bia, which runs through an important part of the 
country, and upon which, and its branches, many con- 
siderable tribes reside. 

To return by the way my company would travel, 
and by which I came, would be to leave the object of 
my tour only partially accomplished ; and after cjm- 
vassing the subject as deliberately as I could, I con- 
cluded to return to Walla Walla, procure guides and 
assistants, and go up the Columbia as far as Colvile^ 
"which is the highest post of the Hudson Bay Company, 
about seven hundred miles by the traveled route, from 
the Pacific Ocean. I informed the Indians of my de- 
termination, who, though they evidently preferred 
that I should accompany them, acquiesced in the deci- 
sion, and showed more kindness than I had expected. 
They readily appointed Haminilpilt, one of their young 
chie&, to attend me on my return down the river. 
After writing several letters, to forward to the United 
States from Rendezvous, we turned our faces to our 
proposed destination, and at night arrived at the vil- 
lage on the Nez Perc^ river, where we had encamped 
on the eleventh. 

At this place I was peculiarly gratified to notice the 
industry of these people. Some were engaged in 
catdiing fishy and gave me some excell^it salmon ; the 
women and children were early out on horseback to 
procure the cowish root, which they often manufac* 
ture into bread ; and when we left, only a few old 
persons and very young children remained in their 
village. Five or six miles from this village, up a 
small branch of this river, we passed a spot which, 
some few years ago, was a battle-field between the 
Nez Perc^ and some other nation, whose name I 
13 
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could not wiA certainty ascertain, but probably it was 
the Bonax, TWeo. The ground was judiciously chosen 
by the inTa<fing party, which was just back of a point 
of land coming down near the stream of water, leav- 
ing only a narrow pass, around which they opened a 
fire, while the Nez Percys, not expecting the approach 
of a Toe were taken by surprise, and fifteen or twenty 
of their number were killed. The very spot where 
each individual fell .is now designated by heaps of 
stones raised three and four feet high. 

ITie country over which we passed to-day, a dis- 
tance of forty ndles, was uncommonly pleasant, diver- 
sified with hflts and'valleys and covered with its self- 
provided carpet of lavely gi^een. Several Indians 
came on after us and traveled in company. New 
night we encamped iii a rich valley, through whidi a 
considerable streamof water runs to the north. Be- 
fore it was dark, a number more whom I recognized 
as former acquaintances, overtook us, apparently re- 
luctant to separate from our company. I conversed 
with them about the practice so universal among the 
nien of using tobacco for smoking, a very expenave 
indulgence for which they pay almost tls much as for 
their whole Kst of comforts besides. In reply to my ar- 
guments to dissuade them from its use, they said "white 
men smoke.** I adnutted the truth, but told them that 
all white men are not wise tn every thing they do. ^ 
that they have some practices whidi are not good. 
The Nez Perc^ call tobacco, smoke, and remarked, 
•*we are better then itfian white men; for they eat 
smcAe"— Cleaning tobacco — ^we do not eat smoke.** 
This to be sure was an argument of much shrewdness, 
and wholly unanswerable. Such is their atta^mcnt 
to Ais stupefying vegetable, that to obt^ k, they will 
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part with the last article of food or clothings or even 
take down the poles which uphold their dwellings, and 
sell them for fuej. I regarded it as a vice, from which 
they should be rescued if practicable. 

The 18th we continued our journey and rode forty- 
five miles over a more fertile tract than we passed yes- 
terday, and better supplied with wood. On the upper 
part of the Walla Walla river is a delightful situation 
for a missionary establishment, having many advan- 
tages not found for some distance around. It is not» 
however, so central for either the Nez Percys, Cayu- 
ses, or Walla WaUas, as would be desirable, yet a 
mission located on this fertile field would draw around 
an interesting settlement, who would cultivate the soil, 
and be instructed. How easily might the plough go 
through these valleys, and what rich and abundant 
^Harvests might be gathered by the hand of industry. 
But even now the spontaneous productions of these 
vast plj^ins, including millions of acres, are «o profuse, 
that not the fiftieth part becomes the food of or^nic 
life. In some places bands of Indian horses are seen ; 
the timid deer, the hare, the wary marmot, and the 
swift gazelle. But these, with other animals, consume 
so small a proportion, that these wide fields are com- 
paratively unoccupied. 

We experienced a long detention on the morning of 
the 19th, in consequence of our horses wandering into 
a ravine, to which retreat we could not easily trace 
them. They did not however, violate their rule of 
making our encampment, for the time being, their 
home. We rode twenty-two miles and arrived at 
Walla Walla. Most of the remainder of the week 
was occupied in necessary arrangements for my north- 
east tour, and in writing letters to friends. . Mr. Pam- 
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brun assisted in obtaining Indian guides, and desig- 
nated two French voyageurs to be my assistants ; one 
of whom could speak some English. I concluded to 
take horses, and go up through the Spokein country, 
leaving the great bend of the Columbia to the left 
some fifty or sixty miles, and on our return to take the 
river. This would give me a more extended observa- 
tion of the country, of the tribes who inhabit it, and of 
their condition in regard to prospects of estabUshing 
teachers among them. 

On Sabbath, the 22d, we had worship as usual, and 
the following day commenced the journey for Colvile. 
Our course was in an easterly direction forty miles, 
and at night we found a new place to lay our heads 
for rest, in a valley presenting all the appearance of 
the farmer's grass fields, ready for the mower's hand» 
and from which he expects to receive a future gain. 
But the natives not appreciating these sources of 
profit, neglect them altogether, and gather only a 
scanty Uving from a few esculent roots, which grow 
spontaneously in the waste. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

'Paloofle Indiaiifl— PaviUon river— eztraordinaiy obflenrat]<m— -lost on tba 
pmurie— Indian principle— Spokein woods and coontiy — ^Indian fenx 
— Spokein valley — granite — volcauic curiosities — fertile valley — wor- 
ship with the Spokeins — Mill river valley— arrival at Fort Colvile— 
description of the place ; leave Colvile for Fort Okanagan-^ monn- 
tain of marble — Grand Coul4, or old bed of the Oolnmbia — Okanagaa 
described — Long rapids — arrive at Walla Walla. 

The morning of the 24th, we took a more northerly 
course, and after travelling five hours over a some- 
what high but diversified country, descended into a 
fertile valley, through which flowed a small tributary 
of the Snake river. Here we found a village of Pa- 
loose Indians who are a band of the Nez Percys. We 
hired them to assist us in crossing the river, which 
here is a half mile wide, and has a rapid current. 
We had only a small canoe, which the strength of the 
current carried more than a half mile down the river 
before we could gain the opposite shore. Three times 
w« had to encounter the stream, before every thing 
was safely over ; and the horses made a strong effort 
to swim to the opposite shore. This, together with 
refitting, employed several hours. We travelled up 
the Pavilion river, which comes from tKe high lands 
that divide the waters of this and the Spokein river. 
This river is walled up with basalt, generally high and 
perpendicular, in various windings and forms, for the 
distance of fifteen or twenty miles. In some places 
the walls are spread out so widely as to enclose larg^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



IMK BXTRAORDnrAKT EXCAVATION. 

spaces of rich interval ; in other places so closing up- 
on the river as to leave only space sufficient for it to 
pass. The night was cold, the thermometer standing 
on the morning of the 25th, at 34o. 

May, 25th. We pursued our way over hills and 
valleys of an entire prairie, until we came to the south 
part of the Spokein country. Near the summit level 
wWch divides the waters of the Siiake and Spokem 
rivers, there is an interesting excavation, walled within 
by basaltic rocks. The pillars are regular pentagons 
from two to four feet in diameter, in sections of various 
lengths, standing erect and closely joined, making a 
wall from fifty to one hundred feet high. The excavated 
enclosure^ though not in a regular form, is yet nearly 
entire, containing fifty or more acres. On the outside 
of this wall, the earth is as high as the pillars, and gra- 
dually slopes off in hills and dales. By what agency 
was this excavation formed ? There is no appear- 
ance, as in many other places, of volcanic craters, un- 
less it is itself a crater, and there are no signs of the 
acticMi of water. May it not have been a subsidence ? 
I passed through it leisurely, and surveyed with admi- 
ration these hnge crystals, of dark materials truly, but 
showing not the less for that circumstance, that certain 
laws govern the mineral world as well as the animal 
Or vegetable. 

We parsed to-day several small villages of the Nez 
Perc^ and Spokein nations. They all manifested a 
perfectly fridiudly disposition, but appeared to be poor, 
evidently in want of a comfortable subsistence. We 
stopped for the night, after a ride of fifty miles, nesot 
one of these villages of Spc^eins. Their language dif- 
foes entirely from that of any tribe or nation I have yet 
•een. One of my Indian giudes was suffieiently M« 
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quHnted with it to inform them of th» objeel of my 
tour throng their coimtry, with which they were not 
only satisfied, but i^parently interested. 

We took an early departure on the morning oi the 
96th, but tra^Tdled only a few hours before my Indian 
S^nides lost the trail and the course they should pursue. 
Becoming ccmfident that they were not right, I ali|^ted 
and set my pocket compass, and discovered that in- 
stead ef a north-^ast direction, they were going west 
Ziuquiring of them if they knew where to ibd our tndl 
again, one of them, a young chie^ putting Ms band to 
htahemd* Msd with gestures expressing the ccmfusien of 
his mind, toswfared, uiaiUm^ en 9okoj ^ I do not knew^'' 
Our situatiott was rather embarrassing. We bad very 
k^udieioudy left onr rifles behind, mid were at about 
an equal distance from Walla Walla and Colvile, on a 
Widely extended prairie^ with provisions adequate to 
our wants ot^y for two days, and no probable means 
for obtaining more until we should arrive at the fori; 
to be lost under these circumstances was very unpleas- 
ant The point of a high mountain we had passed 
was in view, 2esA we might retrace our pa^ and there- 
fore I wasr determined not to lose sight of thia land- 
mark tmtB we adioutd find the trail leading to die Spo- 
kein river. While my gindes went off in search of it, 
I co^ hardly foil to find, even in our circumstances, 
9ome amusement in the apathy of my two Frenchmen. 
They are so confiding in Indian skill to find their way 
^^»^gh dny country, as by intuition^ that they vtrUI 
sing or go to deep with the same heedless indifference 
when lost in a wide wilderness, as when laimched ^- 
on. the waters of a well known river, or performing the 
duties of the fort. I'hey appear wholly unccmscious 
of danger on th# aj^oach of hunger and starvation. 
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untS long after the last inorsel is cimsumed, and never 
borrow from futurity to add to the evils that afflict 
them to-day. On this occasicm these men sp^it the 
tone of our detention in csim repose. After some time 
our guides returned and told me they had found some 
Spokein Indians about a mile distant, \^o were trav- 
eling towards the south, but had stopped to refresh 
their horses. We proceeded to the ^ace, and I en- 
gaged one of them to assist us in finding the way to 
the main trail, or to the Spokein river. He was a taH, 
intelligent looking man. He mounted his horse, and 
set off with such speed, that, jaded as our horsea were, 
it was with difficulty we could keep up with him. Af- 
ter going at this rate more than an hour, he stopped, 
and pointed us to a lake, and said we should find thb 
great trail cm the east side. Lest we should again lose 
our way, I was anxious to have him conduct us to their 
village on flie river, but could not prevail upon him te 
go any farther, although I ofiTered him a large compen- 
sation. His only and unvarying answer was, that he 
had done for us all that was needed, and why should 
he perform any unnecessary labor for us and take pay. 
It appeared to be a principle with him,' that it wouW 
be wrong for him to take pay for what we did not 
need. I was astonished at the honesty of this hea- 
then, and his steadfast adherence to it, when! remem- 
bered how many there are in civilized lands, who to 
be well paid, woidd lengthen a service to an unneces- 
sary extent, and artfiilly deceive you to make yoa be- 
lieve it very important. For his faithfulnessand Jkon- 
esty I not only paid him on the spot to Ms satisTaetion, 
but afterwards sent him a present of powder and balls, 
articles highly valued. 
Without any ferther difficulty, tre arrived at the 
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Spokein river, at four o*clock, P, M. A few miles at 
ter we left the lake, we entered the Spokein woods, 
which are very extensive, consisting of yellow, pitch, 
and elastic pine, some hemloc, spruce and fir, together 
with various shrubbery. These are the woods in 
which Ross Cox was lost, about the circumstances of 
which he gives a very interesting description, but 
which, so far as I have yet had an opportunity to judge, 
ccmtains far more of fiction than truth. But his multir 
tude of growling bears, and howling wolves, and 
alarming rattlesnakes, of which I have seen only one, 
may yet come out from their lurking places in hostile 
array. 

When we came to the river, which is about thirty 
rods wide, we hallooed a long time for the Inclian who 
keeps a canoe ferry, but without success. At length 
two women came to the river, and with uncommonly 
{feasant voices, together with the language of signs« 
the latter of which only I could understand, informed 
us that the ferryman was gone upon a short hunt, would 
return in the evening, and the next morning at sun two 
hours high, he would come and take us over. I never 
beard voicee more expressive of kindness. I requested 
them to paddle the canoe over to us, and my men 
would perform the labor of ferrying over our baggage. 
They declined on account of the rapidity and strength 
of the current, the river being in full fi-eshet. There- 
fore we had to encamp and wait for the morning. 

This is a very pleasant, open valley, though not ex- 
tensively wide. The North-west Company had a tra- 
ding post here, one bastion of which is still standing. 
These woods present a fine range for the ornitholo- 
gist. The magpie is seen in great numbers, flying 
from tree to tree, vociferating its chattering notes. 
14* 
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MaOf ihimheSf warblers and wrens are numerous, 
oheering those otherwise solitary wilds with their de* 
lightfiil scmgSy gratefid to the weary traveler* Their 
carols appear'^ to be designed to animate each other 
in their intervals of labor, while constructing their 
hal4tati<HU9 so admirably adapted for their tender off- 
a/pring ; on an examination of which, the most infidel 
I^osopher must be astonished, and be c(mstrained to 
acknowledge that God has manife'sted himself in sup- 
plying, instead of reason, a mysterious, unerring in- 
stinct, always sufficient for the end to be accom* 
{dished. 

On the 27th, about the time in the morning men- 
tkmed by the two women, the Indian ferryman came, 
and crossed the river in his canoe. His appearance, 
together with that of his canoe, reminded me of 
JSneas' ferryman, who carried him over the Stygian 
lako. 

'' Camtei iofolta Jacet ; 

Soididiu ex homeris nodo dependet amictns, 

Cceraleam adTertit cymbam, ripsque propinqnat.^ 

After the river, we crossed the valley <rf level allu- 
vial soil, where it is about a mile and a quarter wide, 
and the east side especially is very fertile. H^re &e 
principal village of the Spokeins is located, and one of 
dieir number has commenced the cultivaticm of a mnall 
field or garden, which he has planted with potatoes, 
peas, and beans, and some other vegetables; all of 
which were flourishing, and were the first I had seen 
springing up under Indian industry west of the m<Mm- 
tains. Our ferryman conducted us through the valley 
to the foot of the moimtain on the east, anr' pointed 
out the trail we should pursue. As we wound our 
way up the moimtam, I looked down into, the valley 
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we hful crossed, and which stretches akmg the wind* 
ing river, and drew in my imagination a picture of 
what it will be, when this people are brought under 
the influence of Christianity and cirilization. Thb 
section of country presents less appearance of volcanic 
operation ; and in several places I found granite in its 
natural form and positi<m, resemblmg that foinid in the 
Eastern States. When we had arrived at the summit 
of this mountain, we came to a sandy plain, several 
miles wide covered with yellow pine forming an opwft 
forest. Chrer parts of this plain were scattered ycAcbt 
nic eruptions of singular formation. Hundreds of re- 
gular cones of various magnitudes, from those of only 
a iew feet in diameter and height, to those a hundred 
in diiuneter and sixty feet high. They all had the 
same appearance, differing only in magnitude, and 
were composed of broken granite, in angular pieces, 
from those that were very small to six or eight inches 
in diameter, and on the outside were neariy black, as 
if colored with rising smoke. They had more the ap- 
pearance of being broken by manual labor, and piled 
«p for future use in constructing roads or wharves, 
than the result of internal fires, and yet no other cause 
but the latter can be assigned. The sandy plain 
around them was undisturbed, and large pine trees 
were growing about them as in other places. At the 
south of these were large rocks of granite, and in jux- 
taposition a basaltic dyke extending a hundred rods or 
more* 

After passing this plain we descended and came 
again to the Spokein river, which makes a bend around 
to the north-east. In this place the valley is less exten- 
sive, and the mountains are more precipitous. We 
again suBcended the mountain, upon which gramte 
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and mica slate prevail, without any volcanic appear- 
ances. From this we descended into a rich valley, 
which was covered with a luxuriant growtfi of grass, 
though but just springing up. This valley has the ap- 
pearance of having been a lake filled up with moun- 
tain deposits. In the centre is a small lake, from 
whidi proceeds a rivulet passing (Hit at the south- 
west Leaving this place, we wound around a moun- 
tain in a northerly direction, down a valley less fertile^ 
but more extensive, and at four in the afternoon came 
to a stream of water, coming from the movntsuns at 
^e east, where our guides said we m<ust stop for the 
night. 

Near evening, several different companies of Spo*. 
kein and some Nez Perc^ Indians came riding full 
speed into the place of our encampment, imd turned 
out their horses witb ours in the half wood and prai- 
rie. The Spokeins who had seen me on my way, and 
had learned who I was, s^it information out to the va- 
> rious hunting parties, that a minister was pas^ng 
through their country, and ais it was the £rst time one 
was ever among them, they wished to see him and 
hear what he had to say to them. They brooight with 
them a good interpreter, a young man of "their nation, 
who had been in the school at the Red river settlement 
near lake Winnepeg, on the east side of the mountaini 
and had obtained a very good knowledge af Cnglislk 
We had pubUc worship that evening in the Spokeia 
and Nez Perc^ languages. One of the Nez Perc^ a 
chief, who understood the Spokein language, collected 
his people, a little to the left of the Spokeins, and 
translated the discourse as it was delivered, into the 
language of his people, without any interruption to tl» 
service* This was a plan of their own devising. AU 
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the circumstances combined were to me unusually in- 
teresting. Providences above my control had delayed 
me three several times, and thus had given them an 
opportunity to collect their people and overtake me. 
Some of them had pursued my path a day and a half, 
and were unwilling to return, being resolved to ac- 
company me to Colvile. These benighted Indians 
manifested the same soUcitude to hear the gospel that 
others had done before them. And as a most affecting 
proof that the impressions then made on their minds 
were not momentary, they went home and erected in 
their village a church, constructed of rude materials^ 
surely, but designed as they said^ to furnish a place* 
that when the next missionary should arrive, he might 
stop and teach them.* 

The moniing of the 28th was cloudy and some rain 
fell, but this did not prevent our early departure ; for 
it was necessary to be on our way, as jny men had the 
evening before consumed their entire stock of provi* 
sions^ and, whatever might occur, we could procure 
no more until we should reach Colvile. We could not 
obtain any game, ipr bedng advised by the superinten- 
dent at W^la Walla, not to encumber ourselves with 
rifles, we had unwisely left them behind. After tra- 
velmg a few miles in an easterly direction, we came to 
a very fertile valley, well adapted to cultivation, exir 
tending north and south, at least fifty mil^^end of va- 
rious extent in width, from half a mile to two miles. 
The valley is an open prairie, well supplied with grass» 



*Tlie name of this niitkm if generally written Spokan, sometimes 
Spokane. I called them Spokana, bat they corrected my proDunoia* 
tbn, and said Spokein, and tbis they repeated several times, until I was 
convinced that to give their name a correct pronundaUon it should h% 
written Spokein. « 
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and even in this high latitude of 48^, eattle could do 
well through the whole year, without the labor of cut- 
ting hay. The hills on each side are covered with 
woods. As we proceeded down this valley, we came 
to villages of Indians who understood the Spokein lan- 
guage, but belonged to another tribe, probably to the 
Coeur d'AWne. Near tiieir principal village we came 
to Mill river, which was in full freshet. They had no 
canoes and we found difficulty in getting my baggage 
across. But the Nez Perc^ chief took part of it upon 
his shoulder, mounted his horse, and swam over, and 
crossed and recrossed until all was upon the oUier side. 
I then crossed upon a pole which was not the most de- 
sirable method, but still it was- preferable to'a boM 
bathing on horseback. After pursuing our course a 
few miles farther, I divided my remaining stock of eat- 
ables with my destitute French and Indian attendantify 
anticipating our next meal at the time wben, after a 
long day's industrious travel, we should find ours^ves 
safely at Colvile. 

Towards the lower part of the valley, throu^ whidi 
we were passing, the land is remarkably fertile. A 
missicmary located here, would have easy access to 
the Spokein, Sapwell, Sintou-tou-oulish, Kettle Falb, 
Lake, Coeur d'A^ne, and Pondera Indians. I Imow 
not of so important a field within two htindred mttei^ 
presenting the natural advantages of mild cUmatef 
good soil, and forests. 

We arrived at Port Colvile late in the aftemocm, 
after a weary journey of sixty miles. The situation of 
this fort is on an elevated spot about fifty rods from 
the river, surrounded by an alluvial plain of rich soil, 
and opening in every direction sm extended prospect 
of mountain scenery ; and half a mile below are Ket* 
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tie Falls, above which the rirer spreads out widely, 
and moves slowly, but just above the precipice it con- 
tracts into a narrow channel, and disappears from the 
view of the spectator at the fort, until seen winding its 
way among rocks below. This establishment is built 
for defense and is well stoccaded, but so friendly have 
the natives always been, that no wars have ever oc- 
curred among them. It is occupied by some half do- 
zen men with Indian families, and is well supplied with 
the useftd animals and fowls commcm to farming esta« 
Uishm^Ats. The winter and summer grains, together 
with garden vegetables, are cultivated with success 
and in profusion. This place does not suffer with 
summer drouth, like many other parts of this country, 
as rains are of frequent occurrence ; the seasons here 
are not so distinctly divided, as on the lower parts of 
the Columbia, into wet and dry. 

I was much disappointed in not finding Mr. McDo- 
nsald, the superintendent of the fort, at home. He had 
left a few days before with a brigade for Fort Vancou* 
ver ; but the kindest attenticm was paid me by those 
who had the charge of the fort I found here an old 
man, who, more than thirty years ago, accompanied 
Lewis and Clarke across the continent, and had for 
several years past taken up his residence here. He is 
in the employ of the fur company, and acts as inter- 
preter to Uie neighboring Indians. 

On Sabbath, the 39th, the people of the fort who un- 
derMood English, assembled, and we worshiped the 
God of our lives, who had protected us hitherto, and 
ih>m different nations had collected us in a little group 
in this region of the world. The Indians, too, came 
about me and expressed great anxiety to be taught the 
revealed will of God. They wideavored to make me 
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understand what their former traditionary belief and 
practices had been, and to let me know, that what 
they had learped from me was reasonable and satis- 
factory to them, and that they wished to know all that 
related to so important and momentous a subject 
But our medium of communication was inadequate to 
a foil disclosure of that most interesting truth, thatGk)d 
so loved the world that he gave his only Son to die fiw 
its redemption. 

Wherever I have met with the natives of this dis- 
tant region, they have invariably, with earnestness and 
importunity, asked the gift of the gospel from the 
hands of Christians. But how little of the fisdthj and 
love, and liberality of the church is invested in the 
most profitable of all enterprises, the conversion of the 
world. Should some one propose the construction of 
a rail road from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and de- 
monstrate the practicability of the measure, and show 
that nature has interposed no effectual barrier, and 
that it would concentrate not only the whole internal, 
but also the China trade, and the stock would produce 
annually a rich dividend, how soon would Christians 
engage in it. 

Monday the 30th of May, we commenced our joiht- 
ney down the Columbia. The brigade having takes 
all the boats from this place on their late passage to 
Fort Vancouver, we were compelled to take horses for 
Okanagan. I changed my guides for two others ; one 
a Spokein, and the' other a Paloose ; retaining my two 
voyageurs. As we left Fort Colvile we had a &ae 
view of Kettle Falls. The Columbia was in its freshet, 
and as it rolled down in a broken cataract the distance 
of one hundred feet, it was a sublime spectacle. The 
whole scenery as we proceded down the river was 
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marked by variety, wildness, and romantic grandeur, 
as if the hand of nature, in decking these remote re- 
gions, had consulted for her own amusement some o( 
her most playfid and tastefiil fancies. The mountains 
around are constructed on. a scale of magnificence, 
presenting almost all the varieties of elevation, of pre- 
cipice» and forest. This is the country, which, by 
more than (me of my predecessors in travel, has been 
celebrated as the abode of wolves, bears, and rattle- 
snakes,^ to an extent that renders it almost impenetra- 
ble by ordinary courage ; but we found no indications 
of the presence of these animals before this evening, 
when the distant barking of a prairie wolf, for once in- 
terrupted the universal silence by which we were sur- 
rounded. 

After a few hours' ride on the morning of the 31st, 
we re-crossed, m a canoe, the Spokein river just above 
its entrance into the Columbia. This large valley is 
capable of supporting a much more numerous popula- 
ti<m than now obtain a subsistence by hunting and fish- 
ing. The Indians residing here afforded us, very 
cheerfully, all the assistance we needed in ferrying the 
river. In the neighborhood of this place I discovered 
a mountain of rich jmd very beautifiil saccharine mar- 
ble, situated on the south side of the Columbia river ; 
some sections are pure white, whQe others are beauti^ 
fidly clouded with blue and brown. It effervesced 
finely with sulphuric acid. This will in time become 
very valuable^ for being upon navigable waters, it can 
be transported into various countries. Several miles 
bdow tUs fnarble location, I was interested with the 
^ixtaposition of granite and basalt. It was on an ele« 
vated piece of land one hundred and fifty feet above 
the riveri Near the river ttere wei^ large quantitiet 
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^ aolid granite in its oatiiyradpoatioiiywilfaaut anyi^ 
pearajftce of hovk^ under^oae an igneous infloenee, 
aiidiiear by to the left waa a stupendouff dyke of basalt 
risiBg two hundred feet, pres^ating the appearance of 
having been thrown vqp by several successive volcanic 
eruptions ; the earth on the back mde gradually nmog 
to a mountaku 

At this place we left the river, to ^save traversing a 
great bend, and took a westerly course^ expecting to 
reach it agun before night We p^irsued our way 
over an elevated prairie, destitute of virood and vral^. 
It became evident that night would overtime us befose 
vre eoiidd reach the riv^, uidess we diould urge for- 
ward mth all the speed timt humanity lor our horses 
would permit Before five oclock we came near the 
great golf walled up with basalt which we supposed, 
embosomed the dtep-flowing Columbia. Our next ^ 
jeet was to find a place where we could descend to its 
slK^res. After ranging along two or three miles^ we 
foimd a desc^it by aravine; but to our disappointment 
discovered tkaX it was the Grand Coul^» which was 
imdoubtedly the former channel of the river. With* 
e<msiderable difficulty we wound our w^y into it, and 
fiAmd it w^U covered with ^prass, and by searching, 
obtained a small supply <^ water* This quondam 
channel of the river* is nearly a mile wide, witha level 
bottom, and studded with islands. Its sides are lined, 
as the river itself is in many places^ with volcanic rocks, 
two and three hundred foet perp^EidicuIar. TlneCod^ 
Mparates to the left &om the present channel of the 
Cd[umbia,abot:rt one Imnd^ nkks betow Coltdle, and 
is about one hundred miles in length, wl»n it agais 
unites with the river. The v^canic appearances a^e 
ecdbtbiled bare as in other ptoces, fiimiriiing evidences 
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of eruptions at different periods of time. A peculiarity 
in this instance was a stratum of yellow earth, eight 
or ten feet in thickness between the strata of basalt 
Those who have travelled through the whole length o( 
the Coul^ represent it as havmg the same general fea* 
tures throughout, while the whole distance of the river 
around to the place where it again unites, as I know 
from personal observation, has not the peculiarity of a 
deep channel) cut through the rocks. 

We left the grand Coul^ early on the morning of the 
1st of June, and with difficulty ascended the western 
bank. Before noon my guides lost the way to OkBr 
nagan, and wandered far out upon the wide prairie 
where there was no water. Losing my confidence in 
their knowledge of the country, except on some fre- 
quented routes, I directed my course by my ccnnpass 
to the north-west for the river ; and perceiving a snow* 
topped mountain in the distance, I concluded the river 
must lie between it and ourselves, and accordingly 
made it my landmark. Pursuing this direction, a few 
hours with rapid speed, we came to^ slope which grad- 
ually narrowed into a ravine, and introduced us at 
length to a spring of water. Our thirsty horses rushed 
into it, and it was with difficulty we could control their 
excess in drinking. We followed this ravine, the wa«» 
ter of which continually gained accessions until it be- 
came a large stream, with a rich valley of alluvial bot- 
tom, and united its waters with the Columbia, a few 
miles above Fort Okanagan, the place of our desti- 
nation. 

We lefl our horses on the south side of the river, and 
passed over in a canoe to Port Okanagan, which is sit- 
uated on the north side of the Columbia, above the con- 
fluence of the Okanagan river, from which, and from tb« 
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Indians residing in its vicinity, the fort takes its name* 
It was first built by Mr. David Stuart, a partner of the ^ 
American Fur Company, in 1811. There is an open 
space of considerable extent around ; the soil is of an 
inferior quality, hard and gravelly, but producing grass 
to supply the cattle and horses belonging to the station. 
A few fertile spots of alluvial soil are founctin the vi- 
cinity. The Columbia does not appear to have con- 
tinued so long in its present channel, since leaving the 
Grand Coul^, as to form those extensive alluvial bot- 
toms, which exist in many other parts of its course. 
After leaving the Spokein woods there is very little 
forest to supply timber for fuel, fencing, or building. 
They are dependent on floodwood, which descends the 
river, for their ordinary fuel, and the freshets generaUy 
furnish a large supply. Not far distant at the north 
there are snow-topped mountains, yet the country here 
is not remarkably mountainous. At this place I had an 
opportunity to see some of the Okanagan tribe. Their 
personal appearance is less noble than the Spokeins, 
but they are not less peaceable, friendly, and honest in 
their dispositions. This is evident from the fact that 
the charge of the Fort in the absence of Capt Ogden, i 
the superintendent, was committed temporarily to a I 
Frenchman, and several of the Indians. This tribe 
with the Shooshaps number about two thousand per- I 
sons. They are much employed in the salmon fishery, 
and large quantities are prepared by drying for the \ 
winter's use. Their country does not abound in game, j 
and hunting occupies but little of their time. The cli- 
mate here, as in other parts of the Oregon Territory, 
is very mild and salubrious. | 

Wishing to pursue my way down the river, I hired 
two Indians to assist my two Frenchmen in navigating 
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a bateau which we obtained at this place ; and com- 
mitted our horses to my Indian guides to take them 
across the country to Walla Walla. My confidence 
in the honesty of these men was without any suspicion, 
and I could trust them with our six horses, saddles and 
bridles, to go on any enterprise within their capacity 
to accomplish. They have so much self-respect, that 
they would not on any account commit a crime, which 
would expel them from their people, induce them to 
seek concealment, or abridge their liberties as free- 
men. 

We embarked in our boat, June 2d, to perform a voy- 
age of four hundred miles, with the river in full freshet ; 
and its strong current increased by high water, secured 
to us a velocity beyond the ordinary. We passed 
sereral rapids, and dashed over the breaking surges, 
where the least mismanagement would have caused 
mevitable submersion without any prospect of escape. 
Bat my voyageurs showed by their adroitness at the 
ear, that they were upon their favorite element, and 
their gayety and songs began to revive, on being re- 
lieved from the rough, and to them unpleasant journey 
on horseback, over hills and down ravines, and through 
forests. The elasticity of their native character was 
silmost immediately apparent, and we glided on with 
celerity, making a voyage of one hundred miles before 
it was necessary to seek oqr safety for the night on. 
ihore. The country through which we passed to-day 
was rather mountainous. I saw many locations of 
granite in its natural state, but as we proceeded, vol- 
canic opers^tions began to appear, and the granite ex- 
^l)ited the effects of intense heat, until it wholly disap- 
peared, and breccia, amygdaloid, basalt, and lava took 
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its place. In the afternoon we passed a perpendicular 
section of rock, two hundred and fifty ieet high ; half 
way to the top of which, a petrified tree of considera- 
ble magnitude is suspended. It appears to be retained 
in its place by having its roots inserted in the crevices 
of the rocks, between the layers of difierent eruptions. 
How it procured its elevated situation is quite a mys- 
tery. It could not have vegetated there, unless at the 
time of its growth, it was supported by a surfece upon 
which to rise ; and taking the present condition of the 
rocks, it could not be deposited there by any floods of 
the river, and certainly it could not in such case, inter- 
twine its roots in the crevices of the rocks. Gentle- 
men of the Hudson Bay Company, and others who nav- 
igate this river, have amused themselves by shooting 
off pieces with their rifles, and they assured me it Tvas 
wholly a petrifaction. Our encampment this evening 
was a few miles abov^ the Long Rapids, which extend 
nine miles. 

On the 3d, as we approached tJie Long Rapids about 
fifty miles above Walla Walla they presented the ap- 
pearance of waves rolling under a strong breeze of 
wind, and their distant murmur broke upon the stillness 
of the morning. To pass them without fear, is an un- 
dertaking which requires courage and self possession ; 
but knowing that these inland navigators are exj>eri- 
enced in all the dangers of boating excursions,! had but 
little drawback upon the pleasure I anticipated in a 
swift descent over them. With much care and exertiori 
of my men we safely outrode them, a distance of nini 
miles, in forty minutes. It is this variety of feHs, cas- 
cades, and rapids, togethw with the ever-varying 
scenery of nature*s wildest and gwmdest forms, thai 
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keeps the rnrnd from wearying, and awakens almost 
perpetually some new emotions and energies, while 
peifonmng a Toyage of several hundred miles in open 
bateaux orlight canoes. Not unfrequently in tl^p still- 
ness and solitude of the river, when it assumed its more 
placid features, such a sense of security is enjoyed, that 
a resort to books, to assist in a profitable disposition of 
time, is pleasant 

My voyageurs called my attention to a red lurid as- 
pect of the atmosphere in the south, and said we should 
have a strong wind from that quarter. Their prognos- 
tication was soon realized. The gale did not last long, 
and the only remarkable feature was, that when it sub- 
sided, it was almost instantaneously. 

Through the distance of about one hundred miles, 
which we passed to-day, the country is level and desti- 
tute of wood. I observed a bank of clay in layers 
of diversified structure, such as I have often noticed. 
The diflferent sections were of various colors ; some 
dusky red, some yellow, and blue, and others white, 
making an upright elevation of one hundred feet or 
more. 

Salmon are ascending the river in grfiat numbers, 
and groups of Indians are scattered along pursuing the 
employment of catching them. Wherever we passed 
them, they came off in their canoes, bringing salmon 
to sell, some of which were roasted in the best manner, 
and served up on broad pieces of bark, which answered 
a good purpose in the absence of plates ; and often 
large leaves of plants were spread neatly upon the 
bark. Upon these we dined, without bread, vegeta- 
bles, or salt My voyageurs found sufficient employ- 
ment in the gratification of their appetites, to interrupt 
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for a while their anecdote and song. We arrived at 
Walla Walla at evening, just in season to find shelter 
from one of the most violent thunder storms, accompa- 
nied with wind, which I have witnessed in this country. 
Such storms are of rare occurrence west of the moun- 
tains. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 

JL mmmdiiy oT tke Indk&s of tke Upper coantry — numes of the tribes, 
tbeirltfcf^ons, and namben — leave WdU WalU for Fort Vmncourer 
— «wift passage down tke river— mn the Fallft-^aseadvi-Miangeroiu 
eddy — arrive at yaiicoayer-*-sSteamboat ezcandoik 

Having traveled over the most important parts of 
the upper country, and collected the facts of its physi- 
cal condition, together v^rith the location, character, 
and condition of the most numerous tribes of Indians ; 
before leaving this section of the territory west of the 
Rocky Mountains, it may be proper to give a con- 
nected summary of these particulars. On the south 
part of the Oregon Territory, adjoining Upper Cali- 
fornia, are located the Shoshones or Snake Indians. I 
was not able to gain knowledge of their definite num- 
bers, but the general estimate is that they are more 
than ten thousand. Their country is decidedly the 
most barren, west of the mountams ; most parts being 
covered with scoria and other volcanic productions^. 
These Indians are poor, and as indicative of their condi- 
tion and their resources, they are- called Shake Indiana, 
and Root diggers. Some of them go to the mountains 
&nd hunt buffalo, and they very generally resort to the 
river in the season of fishing. They have a tolerable 
supply of horses. When they go to Rendezvous they 
make a great display, advancing on horseback, dressed 
in their most fantastic manner, exhibiting all their or- 
naments of feathers, beads, wolf-tails, teeth and claws 
of animals, arranged according to their notions of good 
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taste. The warriors are armed, hideously painted, 
and those who have been wounded in battle are very 
fond of showing their scars. After coursing around 
and through the camp of Rendezvous for some time, 
they dismount and go through the ceremony of sha^ 
kmg hands. I had also an opportunity of seeing many 
of these and the Utaws at Rendezvous. The country 
of the Utaws is situated to the east and sooth'^ast of 
the Shoshones, about this Salt Lake and on the head 
waters of the Colorado river, which empties into the 
gulf of California^ They number nearly four thou- 
sand persons, and appear to be a mild and peaceable 
people, honest, kind, and hospitable to strainers, and 
affectionate among themselves. They live by bunt- 
ing, fishing, and gathering roots and berries. Thdur 
dress is plain, and their manners are unassuming. 
Their country being in latitude about 41 o, has a fine 
climate and good soiL 

Proceeding north, we come to the country of the 
Nez Perces, which has many fertile parts ada^pted to 
tillage, and is throughout a fine grazing country. They 
number about two thousand five hundred ; but they 
have already been often mentioned. 

The Cayuses are situated to the west of the Nez 
Perces, and very much resemble them in person, dress, 
habits, and morals. They are equally peaceable, hon-' 
est, and hospitable to strangers. They number more 
than two thousand persons. Their wealth consists in 
horses, which are unusually fine and numerous ; it be- 
ing no uncommon thing for one man to own several 
hundred. Their country* especially that about the 
Grand Round, is uncommonly fertile, producing spon- 
taneously cammas in great abundance, upon which, 
with fish and some game, they principally subsist. 
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They express the same anxiety to be instructed as the 
Nez Perces and Flatheads. 

The Walla Walla Indians inhabit the country about 
the river of the same name, and range some distance 
below, along the Columbia river. The number of per- 
sons in this tribe is about five hundred. In their cha- 
racter, employments, and moral habits, they do not 
materially differ from the last named tribes. 

The Paloose tribe are properly a part of the Nez 
Percys, and in all respects are Uke them. Their resi- 
dence is along the Nez Perc^ river and up the Pa- 
vilion. They number about three hundred. The four 
last named tribes speak the same language v^ith a little 
dialectical difference. 

North-east of the Paloosesare the Spokein nation. 
They number about eight hundred persons, besides 
some small tribes adjoining them who might be counted 
a p^rt of their nation. I have so fully described them 
that it is unnecessary to enlarge upon their character. 
Their country- is much diversified with mountains and 
valleys, prairie and woods, and a large part is of pri- 
mitive formation, and some parts are very fertile. 
They denominate themselves the children of the suQ, 
which in their language is Spokein. Their main de- 
pendence for subsistence is upon fishing and hunting, 
together with gathering roots and berries. I have 
stated that a commencement is made in agriculture, 
which it is to be hoped will be generally adopted, so 
that their present precarious mode of living may give 
.place to that which will be substantial. They have 
many horses, but not so numerous as their neighbors 
. farther south. East of these are the Cceur d' Al^ne In- 
dians, whose numbers are about seven himdred, and 
who are characterized by civility, honesty, and kind- 
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ness. Their country is more open than that of tho 
Spokeins, and equally, if not better adapted to agri- 
culture. 

The country of the Flatheads is still farther east and 
south-east, and extends to the Rocky Mountains* 
They are a very interesting tribe ; dignified in their 
persons, noble, frank, and generous in their disposi- 
tions, and have always shown a firm attachment to 
white men. They number about eight hundred per- 
sons, and live a wandering life. For subsistence they 
follow the bufialo upon the head waters of Clarke and 
Salmon rivers, and often pass over to the head waters 
of the Missouri. They have become a small tribe by 
constant wars with the Blackfeet Indians, though they 
themselves are not of a ferocious or hostile disposition. 
Being averse to war, they wish to settle upon their 
lands, and are only waiting to be instructed in the arts 
of civilization, and in Christianity. 

Their country is mountainous, but intersected with 
pleasant, fertile valleys, large portions of which are 
prairie. The mountains jtre cold, but in the valleys 
the climate is mild. 

An anecdote was related by a chief of this nation, 
which illustrates their native character, and the pro* 
pensity of Indians to imitation. He said the first white 
man he saw was when he was young. It was sum- 
mer. He said, " these are a new people, they loot 
cold, their faces are white and red ; go make a large 
fire, and I will ask them to come and warm them.^ 
In a short time his people had made a fire, and brought 
new bufialo robes. The white men came into his 
lodge, and he wrapped them in the robes and seated 
them by the fire that they might be warm. The robes 
slipped oflT; he replaced them. Soon the white men 
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made signs to smoke their pipe. The chief thought 
they asked for food, and brought them meat. The 
white men gave him the pipe, and he and his people 
smoked, '' and after this they loved smoke, and they 
loved the white men, and said they were good.** 

The Ponderas are so like the Flatheads in person* 
manners, and character, that a particular description 
of them may be passed over. They number about 
two thousand two hundred, and Uve on the north of 
Clarke's river, and on a lake which takes its name from 
the tribe. Their country has many fertile parts, and 
would soon be put under cultivation, if they could ob- 
tain instructors to teach them agriculture, and to im- 
part to them a knowledge of those things which 
are necessary to constitute a happy and prosperous 
community. Their language is the same as the Spo- 
keins' and Flatheads'. The Cootanies inhabit a sec- 
tion of country to the north of the Ponderas; along 
M'Gillivray's river, and are represented as an uncom- 
monly interesting peof)le. They speak a language 
distinct from all the tribes about them, open and sono- 
rous, and free from gutterals, which are common in 
the language of the surrounding tribes. They are 
neat in their persons and lodges, candid and honest, 
and kind to each other. I could not ascertain their 
numbers, but probably they are not over a thousand. 

There are several other tribes of Indians, whose 
countries are situated upon the waters of the north- 
east branch of the Columbia river, resembling each 
other so nearly in their customs, morals, manners, and 
mode of living, that it is unnecessary to go into a sepa- 
rate and particular description of each. I will men- 
tion the names, locations, and number of some of the 
principal tribes. North of the Cootanies are the Car- 
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riers, whose number is estimated to be four thousand. 
South of these are the Lake Indian^ ^o named from 
their place of residence, which is about the Arrow 
takes. They are about five huildl'ed in number. At 
the south, and about Colvite, are the Kettle Falls In- 
dians, who number five hundred and sixty. West of 
tTiese are the Sinpauelish, one thousand in number ; 
and below these are the Shooshaps, having a popula- 
tion of five hundred and seventy-fivje. At the west 
and north-west, next in order are the Okanagans, 
numbering one thousand and fifty. To the north and 
west are i^everal tribes, about whom I obtained no de- 
finite information. Between Okanagan and the Long 
Rapids are detachments of Indians, ^who appear poor, 
and wanting in that manly and active spirit which cha- 
racterizes the tribes above named. South of the Long 
Rapids, to the confluence of Lewis' river with the Co- 
lumbia, are the Yookoomans, a more active people^ 
Numbering about seven hundred. The whole number 
of the above named Indians, is thirty-two thousand five 
hundred and eighty-five. This is probably a low esti- 
mate, as in the number, the Falls and La Dalles In- 
dians are not included, nor many other numerous tribea 
residing at the north and south of the Falls of the Co- 
lumbia, whose numbers I could not with certainty as- 
certain. We might more than double this number, and 
probably still come below the population of the upper 
country. 

The Indians to whom our horses were entrusted, 
came in safely, as I expected. After resting oil the 
Sabbath, we renewed, on Monday, the 6th, our voy- 
age down the river, having Fort Vancouver for our 
next destination. We exchanged the bateau for a 
large canoe, retaining the men who attended me from 
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Okanagan. Assisted by the high water, we made rapid 
progress until three in the afternoon, when a strong 
head wind compelled us to take to the land for the 
remainder of the day, having gone seventy-five miles. 
The Indians as usual came to us in their friendly man-, 
ner, offering us salmon, and asking for tobacco, which 
they esteem more highly than either gold or silver. 
They have been accustomed to traffic in this commo- 
dity, until they expect it of every passing traveler. 

The morning of the 7lh of June was more calm, and 
we got under way at an early hour, but with the ri- 
sing day the wind again increased to such a degree, 
that we were obliged to suspend our voyage. After a 
strenuous endeavor to effect a landing on the north^ 
we were at length, without the power of controlling 
our canoe, and in much danger, driveit across to the 
opposite shore, where we succeeded in landing, and 
here for the first time in all my travels, I found it im- 
possible to pitch my t^it, such be'mg the strength of 
the wind, that it would have been carried away. 
The canoe was drawn upon the shore, and wrapping 
myself in my blankets and buffalo robes, Ilaid me down 
in safety by the side of the canoe. We had here, as 
at all our other landing places, the usual friendly visit 
from the neighboring Indi^is. 

The following day we were able at an early hour to 
resume oinr journey, and passed the rapids, which ia 
the tempest of yesterday looked so forbidding. A lit- 
tle caution on the part of my experienced Frenchman 
in regard to the numerous islands and eddies, enabled 
m to effect the passage in perfect safety. In a short 
time we approached the falls of the Columbia, which. 
In low water, are twenty feet perpendicular, followed 
by raging rapids below. Bousheau, my steersman, 
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proposed to run the falls, saying that there was no 
danger in full ireshet, and that it would save a per* 
tage. We were then passing a section of the river 
where the banks were walled up with basalt ; and while 
I was revolving in my mind the chances of safety, I 
concluded, that when we rfiould come to the great ba- 
sin above the falls, I would be set on shore ; but when 
we came to the basin, the water of the river, rundiing 
from the mural shores, formed impassable breakers on 
the right and on the left, and onward we must go, let 
consequences be what they would. We kept near the 
middle of the river, which was free from breakers^ 
though not from high surges* Soon, with amazing ve- 
locity, we were over the cataract of the mighty waters, 
and made our way into a bay at the head of the first 
portage of the La Dalles. The accumulation of wuter 
from these stupendous mountains above, was so great, 
that the narrow channel of the La Dalles, studded with 
basaltic islands, so obstructed the passage of the river» 
that the falls were almost lost in the depth. 

Such were the eddies and surging of the water 
among the rocky islands in the narrow broken chan* 
nel of the La Dalles, that we had to make three porta- 
ges. Our canoe was so large that twenty Indians 
were not too many to carry it safely. Their mode of 
carrying is to invert it upon their heads and shoulders, 
and then it is with difficulty and danger that they pass 
the steep and rocky ravines. When we came to the 
last portage, the Indians were not willing to take hold 
again unless we would pay them in powder and balls ; 
and although their demands were reasonable, yet my 
stores were not adequate to meet them, and they 
would not perform the labor without the required ar- 
ticles. I engaged Sopelay, and another influential 
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chief, to induce their men to perform the labor of ma- 
king this last portage, and promised that I would send 
them the demand from Fort Vancouver, and for their 
security I would give them a talking paper. They 
stated to their people my proposal, and were about to 
succeed, when Tilki, the first chief, who had become 
familiar with an American trader, laughed at their 
credulity. Sopelay, however, stated to the people, 
that he had seen me at the fort, and that he heard me 
teach the Indians good things, and did not believe I 
would deceive them. He prevailed, and the men took 
hold of the work ; and in four hours from passing the 
falls we were beyond the raging water, where we 
made our morning repast upon very fine salmon. 

Our voyage during the remainder of the day was 
pleasant ; we passed Cape Horn without difficulty, and 
landed for the night twelve miles above the Cascades. 
In this high state of the water, very few of the trees of 
the submerged forest were to be seen. 

On the morning of the 9th, we passed the Cascades 
by hiring Indians to cm-delle the canoe down them, ex- 
clusive of one short portage, the distance of two miles 
to the great basin, or rather the great whirlpool be- 
low. This labor is attended with some danger, and 
cases, though not numerous, have occurred of the loss 
of lives and property. As I walked along the shores, 
and over precipices, I saw the wrecks of several ca- 
noes and bateaux strewed upon the rocks. We em- 
barked upon the great basin, at the lower part of 
which we passed into a rapid, where the main current 
took a diagonal course from the north towards tte 
south shore. On both sides of this current there were 
heavy breakers, and as the only course of safety, we 

took th« middle. We had not proceeded iar before a 
14»# 
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large whirlpool, with a deep devouring vortex, formed 
almost directly before us, and as we were gcring for- 
ward very swiftly, it seemed impossible to avoid its cir- 
cling current. I said to my steersman, bear a little to 
the right. **0 don't speak here," was his rej^y. As 
we approached the vortex, it filled after the maimer of 
smaller eddies, and we so(m felt the influ^iee of its 
waters rolling out from the c^itre, and all our strength 
was required to renst them, lest we should be thrown 
upon the breakers. We passed with the rapidity of 
the wind, and in a short time were upon die smooth 
surface of the tide waters beloT^ir. 

The sensations excited in Ascending these Cascades 
are of that peculiar character, which are best under- 
stood by experience. The sensation of fear is no 
«ooner awakened than it subsides before the power and 
magnificence of the rolling surges, the circling vorti- 
ces, and the roaring breakers. Let those vthoge dor- 
mant energies, either of body or mind, need arousing, 
try the navigation of ^e Columbia in high water, and 
Aeir powers will be invigorated for almost any futuile 
Miterprise. Such is the fascinating power, I had al- 
most said magic of these scenes, that those who are 
accustomed to be employed upon these waters, thou^ 
far away from home and kindred, become attached 
to this mode of life, and are reluctant to abandon it for 
any other. Each time the scenery of these interesting 
Cascades is beheld, new wonders unfold themselves. 
Niiigara itself, if we except its unbroken fall of one 
hundred and fifty feet, cannot bear a comparison with 
the superior style of nature's works here. Nor are 
these things created merely to attract our momentary 
admiration. Science in very many of its departno^ati^ 
may find subj^ta for investigation^ ^ 
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While the ornilhologist Itstois to the songsters of the 
fiNrests, and in these enchanting solitudes follows then^ 
with his eye, as they dart from bough to bough ; he 
regards -v^th admiraticm the noble and majestic white 
headed eagle, as. he takes his favorite perch upon the 
ioiidest heights of scmie needle-pointed rock, or thc^ 
summit of some leafless tree, or as he darts from thence 
upon his prey ; or his attention may be arrested by the 
daring fish-hawk in bis rapid descent upon the finny 
tribe. An amusing occurrence took place in my view« 
A fish^hawk seized upon a fish of such magnitude, that 
the contest for a long time was doubtful, as the splash^ 
ing water indicated, which should exchange its native^ 
element. The res^tence was so great that a disen- 
gagement was deemed the best policy. 

Here abo the botanist, while he forbears to ascen4 
the lofty mountains, which for him present an aspect 
of too much dreariness, mi^y retire into the narrow re- 
ceding valleys, or wind his way over sunny hills in 
search of new genera of plants, or at leas^new species, 
with which to immortalize- his name, and add to the 
stores of bis favorite science. 

The geologist, while he admires th^ stupendous 
monuments of volcanic operations before him, may also 
find much to interest him in examining more minute 
formations. Along the rugged shores are scattered 
specimens of calcedony, jasper, agate, and cornelian. 
He may examine the cellules of the immense masses 
of amygdaloid ; the columnar basalt and the moun- 
tains^ diooting up their denticulated forms and nee- 
dle-points. His attention will be drawn to the ex- 
amination of the lava, breccia, and trachyte ; and he 
will be interested in finding many dendrolites. When 
he looks at the deep channel through which the Colum- 
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bia river finds its onward way to the Pacific ocean, if 
he doubts the agency of Crod in forming Ae courses of 
the rivers, he may indulge his imagination in computing 
how long it has taken this river to wear down the im- 
mensely hard basalt a thousand feet ; and having as- 
certained how long it takes to wear any given 
depth, he may then make his mathematical conclu- 
sions how long the process has been going on. But if 
he is a Christian philosopher, while he admits second 
causes, he may look up to the first great Cause,, and 
admire and adore ; and not regarding baseless theories, 
may exclaim, ** How wonderful are thy works, in vris- 
dom hast thou made them all." 

As we passed out of the mountain country about the 
Cascades, we found the wide valley below so inunda- 
ted, as to present the appearance of an inland sea. I 
arrived safely at the fort, found my friends well, and 
exchanged cordial congratulations. 

Sabbath, June 12th, I prefiched to the people of the 
fort, and in ike evening had a third service, in which 
as heretofore, an opportunity was given to those 
present, to propose questions on any subject of reli- 
gion about wliich they wished information. I was par- 
ticularly gratified to find, that during my absence, 
public worship had been maintained, and an effort had 
been made to bring the French Canadians to attend 
upon religious instruction. They are assembled twice 
on the Sabbath, and a portion of scripture and a ser- 
mon in French, are read to them by Dr. McLaughlin. 

I was favored with an opportunity to send to Sope- 
lay the promised powder and balls, by Capt Black, a 
gentleman of the Company, trho in a few days vr^a to 
leave Vancouver for his station north of Fort Okana- 
gan. 
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On the 14th, we took a water excuraon in the steam 
boat Beaver, Capt. Home, down the Columbia to the 
confluence of the western branch of the Multnomah ; 
up this river into the Willamette, and then into the 
middle branch of the Multnomah, and through it into 
the Columbia, and back to the fort. All the low lands 
were overflowed with the annual freshet, and presented 
the appearance of an immense bay, extending far into 
the country. The day was pleasant and our company 
cheerful. The novelty of a steam-boat on the Co- 
lumbia, awakened a train of prospective reflections 
upon the probable changes which would take place in 
these remote regions, in a very few years. It was 
wholly an unthought of thing when I first contemplated 
this enterprise, that I should find here this forerunner 
of commerce and business. The gayety which pre- 
vailed was often suspended, while we conversed of 
coming days, when with civilized men, all the rapid 
improvements in the arts of life, should be introduced 
over this new world, and when cities and villages shall 
spring up on the west, as they are springing up on 
the east of the great mountains, and a new empire 
shall be added to the kingdoms of the earth. 

The Columbia is the only river of magnitude in the 
Oregon Territory, and this is navigable for ships but 
one hundred and thirty miles to the Cascades ; and it 
is the only one which aflbrds a harbor for large ships 
on the coast, from California to the 49© of north lati- 
tude. For bateaux and various other light craft, the 
Columbia and its branches are navigable a thousand 
miles. The internal navigation could not be much im- 
proved, unless at great expense, by canals around the 
rapids and falls, which are so numerous that ascending 
the river is now difficult Still a considerable interior 



Digitized by 



Google 



336 VAinoABiJi.WA«aBt. 

trade k carried cm by means of these waters, and the 
ingenuity of m^i on the west, when it shall be more 
extensively populated, will contrive fisicilities, as on 
the east, for greatly improving the intercourse of re- 
mote and different portions of this territory. 
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CHAPTER XXffl. 

Geology. 

Having remarked on the features of the country 
through which I passed, as I proceeded, I shall now 
give a more connected and summary view of facts, 
the result of my observations in relation to the geology 
of that hitherto unexplored region. In what I have to 
say, however, on the observed facts, it cannot be ex- 
pected that I should be able to give a complete view 
of the geology of so extensive a territory ; it being 
greater than the whole of the United States east of the 
Allegany Mountains.. The complexity, too, must be 
considered, of plainly marked phenomena, resulting 
from long continued igneous action, where both an- 
cient and comparatively recent products are so blen- 
ded, that time and much experience alone can resolve 
appearances at first view inexplicable. For perhaps 
no country of the whole globe presents bolder and 
more striking changes, than that of Oregon, and 
the difficulties are, that they are so many, so great, 
and so sudden. Let the reader also add to this the 
circumstaCnces under which the author was compelled 
to note the data of his conclusions. He regrets that 
in his brief stay in a country, where many years are 
requisite fully to investigate all its interesting pheno- 
mena, and in a field so rich, he could make but few 
measurements, and only judge in most cases by ap- 
proximate modes. As to the strict scientific accuracy 
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of his statements, he deems it no more than just to say, 
that while he doubts not that the facts he details are 
worthy the attention of scientific men, and are correct 
in re, so that perfect reliance may be placed on them, 
yet he feels himself to have wanted that almost intu- 
itive knowledge, which he alone possesses who has 
long been a field laborer. 

With these considerations the author presents the 
result of his observations,^hoping the reader may find 
much that is valuable respecting these regions of the 
setting sun, replete as they are with interest, arising 
|rom grandeur both of scenery, and of develope- 
ments of the modes and efiectsi of the operations of the 
great geological ^ents ; especially of that elemenii 
which in time past has wrought such changes, and is 
yet gradually and more unperceivedly producing 
them ; where it has played all its frantic freaks« 
and then quietly left this spot with so few superim- 
posed materials, that well developed phenomena may 
be leisurly examined. 

My design is first to give a general view of the rocks 
of Oregon — ^then state a few facts in the form of re- 
marks or descriptions — and thei^ add a brief catalogue 
pf minerals found in this territory. 

Commencing far east on well explored geological 
ground, it is known, that near the line dividing the 
New England States from the Middle States, in a 
westward direction, we enter upon the great deposite 
of silurean, and other secondary rocks. To the fer- 
tilizing strata ^of these rocks, the best part of New 
York, and the v.ast garden of the western prairies, owe 
their richness and luxuriance. Passing still farther 
westward to regions less explored by the scientific 
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world, after leaving the great secondary valley of the 
Mississippi, near the Black Hills, which are a range of 
fesser mountains, east of the Rocky Mountains, the 
geologist begins to find rocks of the Carboniferous 
Group, obscurely manifest beneath the deep soil, and 
^thracite coal in loose fragments on the banks of 
streams running into the Platte. Among and beyond 
the Black Hills, the carboniferous strata are clearly 
seen, the coat "cropping out** and presenting precisely 
the same features as did the Wilksbarre beds in Penn- 
sylvania, when I saw them before they were worked. 
Here, for several days, we rode over rocks, inter- 
spersed now and then with anthracite, and having 
marks of the presence of iron, as is usual in regular 
coal deposits. 

Passing this, the geologist next reaches another 
group either the upper secondary, or more recent 
rocks, lying at the ^foot of the Rocky Mountains. I 
was inclined to believe, from the fact that I was appa- 
rently geologically rising, as well as really ascending 
above the level of the ocean, that they wcJre the lat- 
ter. Red Shale, and sandstone, I found in what are 
termed the Red Buteg. Perhaps this is New Red 
Sandstone. 

Reaching the Rocky Mountains, which are a con- 
tmuation of the Andes, depressed in Mexico, Granite 
becomes abundant, and other primary rocks, extend- 
ing to an unknown distance north and south, and more 
than a hundred miles east and west. This section; 
mostly covered with perpetual snow, affords am- 
ple space for the study of glacial geological action, 
a subject now eliciting much attention. The valley 
through which we passed, remarkably indicates the 
overruling hand of Providence, in providing an easy 
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pass, where no serious obstacle presents itself to the 
construction of a rail-road. This and other valleys 
would undoubtedly, with facilities for observation, 
give equal opportunities to discover the formation of 
this vast chain, as has been done in regard to the great 
rocky ranges of the Eastern Continent. 

Advancing westward, and emerging from the Rocky 
Mountains, there i^ found immediately at their base 
Secondary Rocks; but as we are approaching the 
borders of one of the great volcanic fUrnaces of the 
world, they are much broken and tilted up, presenting 
some singular phenomena, which I have mentioned in 
the journal, such as the formation of narrow ridges with 
the strata at different angles. In some places these 
dyke-like ridges are nearly regular in size and distance, 
as though cracked by an upheaving force, and the fis- 
sures filled afterwards with earth ; and in other places 
existing in wedge-form masses, interspersed between 
other rocks and having other varieties of dislocation. 
The lithological character of the tract over which we 
rode for two days, corresponds with that of the new 
red sandstone of the valley of the Connecticut. There 
are deposits both of the red and slaty colored strata — 
and their depth seems to be quite great, as is evinced 
by bluffs. But, as I observed no organic remains, my 
inclination to believe that these rocks are the new red 
sandstone, is founded only on their mineral character, 
and the fact, a very important one, that they appear 
directly to underlay the saliferous rocks, or to lie im- 
mediately above them. Should these rocks which are 
quite extensive, prove to be new red sandstone, it adds 
no little to the interest of the geology of a country so 
rich in other respects. Perhaps as red rocks of the 
same kind lie on each side of the Rocky Mountains, it 



Digitized by 



Google 



0E0L06T. 833 

may be proved hereafter, that the range was elevated 
through a deposit of shale or new red sandstone. 

Directly after leaving the red sandstone, and pass- 
ing a belt of volcanic operations, which also are found 
among the red and slaty rocks just described, (as will 
be seen by reference to the Trois Tetons, the Butes, 
and other conical mountains, as exhibited on the map,) 
Saliferous Rocks are seen. Here is Native Salt, Chlo- 
ride of Sodium; and red, green, brown, and white 
strata of indurated marl, agreeing in character with 
the geological features of the Bochnia and Wieliezka 
mines of Poland. These rocks also occupy quite a 
tract of country, as we were several days in passing 
them, and they seemed to reach both north and south 
of the locality of rock salt, as is proved by the exis- 
tence of the great Salt Lake at the south ; and tra- 
velers assert that native rock salt is found to the north, 
and especially far to the south, near the Rocky Moun- 
tain range.* 

We have now arrived at Oregon proper, and find it 
a vast amphitheatre of volcanic operations, where are 
exhibited in unexcelled magnificence, variety and dis- 
tinctness, the productions of several periods. 

The Greenstone, found in connexion with the new 
red sandstone and saline rocks, undoubtedly belongs 
to the same period as that of other countries. 

The Columnar ^Basalt, corresponding, as it does, 
with other similar eruptions in the eastern world, 
is probably cotemporaneous with them. The same 
identity of time may be traced In regard to the tra- 
chyte, obsidian, clinkstone or phonolite, and other 



•See Ureg' Geology, page 373, and Profeisor Rogers' Report to the 
Britbh Geological Association. 
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products, after allowing for differ^ice of circumstances 
of pressure, and rapidity of refrigeration. Reoent 
eruptions have also taken place. 

The traces of igneous action, commencing near th^ 
Rocky Mountains, or mountains adjacent to them, in 
the secondary rocks, are evinced by the disturbed state 
of these rocks, as already described, and grow more 
and more evident, until almost the whole region exhi- 
bits volcanic products. In other places, the Primary 
of the Rocky Mountains, or mountains west of this 
range, first begins to be cracked and injected with 
dykes, then farther west terminates in the vast volcanic 
fields of upper and lower Oregon. 

It is VJ^^l to attempt fully to describe the volcamc 
operations here presented. Mountains of amygdaloid, 
the cavities of which are mostly vacant ; volcanic con- 
glomerate, detritus, columnar basalt, and disintegrated 
lava, everywhere abound, together with other less fre- 
quent productions; obsidian, clinkstone, pitchstone, 
and minerals found in the cavities of amygdaloid. The 
tops of hills and mountains are sometimes spread 
out into horizontal plains ; others terminate in conical 
peaks, or are rounded like domes. Escarpments are 
frequently presented like that in the plate heading this 
chapter. Regular craters, presenting themselves in 
the forms of cones, concaves, and concave depress- 
ions, are often found in plains, or capping the summits of 
mountains ; most of them, however, are more or less ob- 
scured by the lapse of time, but still as marked as the 
extinct craters of the Sandwich Islands. The marked 
—volcanic agency, manifesting itself in these and similar 
products, and completely occupying most of the coun- 
try which we have termed upper and lower Oregon, 
continues to be evident until lost in the waters of 
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Pacific. In some places the Primary rocks seem again 
to be found on the western coaat. Queen Charlotte's 
Island, on the north, is, at least in part, primary* Pri- 
mary rocks rise in various parts of the country, and are 
like islands in the vast volcanic field. Such are the 
Salmon river mountains, and the granite and carbonate 
of lime near the Spokein river and other jJaces. Near 
the mouth of the Columbia, I noticed a few Tertiary 
rocks, lying in sitUf and obtained a few shells belonging 
to this deposit. Whether there is on the North- west 
Coast a regular Tertiary basin, partly on shore, 5ftid the 
remainder under the ocean, remains to be determined. 
We have thus glanced at the rocks of Oregon as we 
pass westward. In relation to their extent in a north- 
erly and southerly direction, I vm unable to say muob. 
There ss evidence that igneous action has extended 
from Queen Charlotte's I#land to California. I have 
already remarked on the extent of the Saliferous rocks. 
That they extend fi*om north of the locality where I 
found native salt, south into Mexico, appears quite cer- 
tain. 

Having remarked ibjos much in gdnerdl terftis, I wilt 
proceed to give a few facts without much ord^r, sonf^, 
if not all of which, might have been included in my 
description of the great changes in the rocks. 

The plate at the head of this chapter demands a 
mone definite explanation than has been given in for- 
mer editions. It Substantially represents frequent es- 
carpments of volcanic rocks, such as are found in 
nearly every part of Oregon. 

The place designed to be represented by it, is brfow 
the junction of the Coos-coots-ke with the Lewis river. 
With some variations, it is applicable to a mural es- 
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carpmeat several miles below the Cascades, on the Co- 
lumbia. Similar mural escarpments are found in the 
Spokein country, and at the Grand Coul^, or ancient 
bed of the Columbia. The needle-points in the right 
of the plate, are found most distinctly marked about 
and just below the Cascades, though they occur at nu- 
merous other places. Indeed, this is not an unfrequent 
form of basalt west of the Rocky Mountains. 

The first strata marked in the plate, above what is 
-Intended for the shore of the river, is irregular massive 
amygdaloid. In some localities similar to that from 
which the plate is taken, there is found a conglome- 
rate underlaying this strata. The next, or second 
strata of the plate, is volcanic breccia or conglomerate, 
composed of detritus, and angular fragments mixed 
with earthy matter, and is perhaps what some call vol- 
canic tufa. This brecciated layer is more or less hard 
and compact, varying however very much in different 
localities, and is in all cases only a few feet thick. 
The third strata is columnar basalt, regularly crystal- 
ized in pentagons about two feet in diameter. In other 
places they vary in size from one to four or more feet 
in diameter. It is, in all the localities where I noticed 
*it, closely jointed, with the convex surface upwards, 
like the basalt of the Giant's Causeway. The fourth ia 
a brecciated layer. The fifth on the left,' is columnar 
basalt, and on the" right, amygdaloid in juxtaposition 
with the basalt. The sixth is a brecciated layer. 
The seventh and uppermost is a semi-crystalized ba- 
salt on the left, and the needle-pointed basalt on the 
right. The semi-crystalized basalt very nearly re- 
sembles the Palisades on the Hudson River, and the 
greenstone of East Slid West Rocks at New Haven, 
and the more distinct crvstals found in Mt. Tom and 
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Mt. Holyeke. For the latter see Hitchcock'* Geo. 1st 
cd. page 73. 

In a description of bluffs and banks of rivers, where 
there are mural escarpments similar to that from 
which the plate is taken, I have numbered from ten 
to twenty strata of amygdaloid, basalt, and brecci- 
ated layers, which appear to have been thrown up in 
different periods, through craters, fissures or chasms, 
rising in succession one above another. In some lo- 
cations the lowest formation is pudding stone ; on this 
amygdaloid, varying in thickness from a few feet to 
twenty or thirty ; and then above this a stratum of an- 
gular fragments of basalt and amygdaloid, frequently 
intermixed with lava, which I have termed the brec- 
ciated layer. This strata generally appears to have 
been exposed for a period to atmospheric agencies, 
until in some degree decomposed, and upon this the 
alternating strata as described above, indicating so 
many different eruptions ; the whole series rising from 
fifity to several hundred feet. The brecciated layers 
are only a few feet in depth, and appear to have been 
for a long period the surface, after which a new erup- 
tion has again overspread the whole. In one section 
of the high walls of the Grand Coul^, far up the sides, 
instead of the breccia is presented a depth of yellow 
earth of six or eight feet, and above this several strata 
of basalt and^amygdaloid, as above described, in like 
manner exhibiting proof that this section for a time 
constituted the surface. Thus it appears that the in- 
ternal fires have had intervals of repose, and then have 
again sent forth their volcanic substances. The pro- 
bability is, that they were thus in operation for centu- 
ries, but with a few exceptions, have ceased for cen- 
turies past, so that time has been given for atmospheric 
15 
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agencies to decompose the volcanic productions, suf- 
ficiently to form a soil covering most parts of the 
country. The inquiry naturally arises, whether it may 
not be in part on account of the great internal fires of 
this country, that the temperature is so much warmer 
on the west side of the mountains than on the east ; 
for it is an interesting fact, that the eastern side c^ 
North America, in given parallels of latitude^ is the 
coldest, while tha western in the same parallels, is the 
warmest part of the world. Atid may not this arise, 
in part at least, from the comparative recency, as well 
as extent and depth of the volcanic operations, which 
have pervaded this whole region ?* The length of 
time, during which immense masses of lava and other 
volcanic matter retain heat, is well known, and needs 
no remark. 

Among other localities of columnar basalt, the col- 
umns of which are regular crystalized pentagons^ a. 
distinguished one is on the high lands dividing the wa- 
ters of the Snake and Spokein rivers. The formations, 
of this locality have many interesting characteristics, 
as described on page 294. Another below the Cas- 
cades of the Columbia, where the regular pentagonal 
columns wall up the north side for the distance of half 
a mile. Here are also found all the varieties of volca- 
nic productions ; — volcanic peaks, as diversified in 
their forms as they are numerous, being conical, den- 
ticulated, and needle-pointed ; varying in magnitudes, 
and rising one above another from ten feet to fifteen 
« ■ ■ ■■ ■ 

* By reference to the annexed meteorological table it will be aoen, 
from observations taken between the 45th and 46th degrees of north 
latitude, that in the winter of 1335-6, the greatest cold was but 10* 
below the freezing point, and this for three mornings only — and daring 
the month of March, there were bat two mornings in which there wit 
any frost 
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hundred feet These occur almost entirely upon the 
south side of the riv&r. There are also numerous 
islands of basalt in the Columbia river and its branchett 
elevated often much above high freshet water. These 
are numerous in the La Dalles, and in the ancient bed 
of the Columbia, or Grand Coul^. These Islands are 
the same in form and substance as the dykes which ex* 
ist in various parts of the country. There is some- 
thing similar to these Needles in what I have termed 
the Pillars, where one or two such needle^occur alone» 
and rise some hundred feet. They are basalt, and so 
hard and comparatively smooth, that I can account in 
no other way for their production, than that they aie 
dykes, which have been injected into soft rock, or soil, 
which has since been removed by other agencies. 
The most remarkable instance of this is the Pillar 
Rock at the lower part of the rapids, below the Cas- 
cades, at the head of the tide water of the Columbia. 
It is about five hundred feet high ; and is perpendicu- 
lar cm the river side, and nearly so on the other sides ; 
and is wholly isolated upon a narrow strip of bottom 
land, with a small base, and its appearance resembles 
a vast monument. Another such needle is founif in 
the river near the mouth of the Columbia, and stand- 
ing done it makes a very conspicuous object. 

Another result of volcanic agency is seen in the Pri- 
mary rocks, in which are cracks or fissures, through 
which gaseous products have escaped, without forming 
a crater, and indeed without ejecting any igneous solid 
matter. One locality of this kind presents a result 
somewhat peculiar. It is on elevated land near the 
Spokein river, where there are hundreds of regular 
cones, varying from a few feet in diameter and height, 
to a hundred or more in diameter at their base, and 
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fifty or sixty feet high. They are made up of angular 
firagments of granite, from an inch to six or eight 
inches in size, and stand on a sandy plain now sparsely 
covered with yellow pine, apparently disturbed only 
at the places where these cones have broken through 
it. At a short distance south is granite in situ. Near 
these cones there is a large dyke, visible a hundred 
rods or more, the only other evidence of a disturbing 
force. These piles of fragments seem to have been 
made by the*escape of steam or gas ; for they appear 
as if smoked by a fire from within the cones. The 
Salmon river mountains afiford another example similar 
to this. An irregular circular space of a hundred 
acres or more, is covered with immense quantities of 
granite broken into cubical and angular fragments, as 
though prepared for Macadamizing the future turn- 
pikes of Oregon. 

These mountains, though mere islands of granite and 
mica slate in the great volcanic field, are quite ext^i- 
sive, and in addition to the breaking up of the granite 
by igneous forces, they are also perforated by vents or 
chimneys, through which lava has escaped. One of 
the highest points of the mountains which lay in my 
route was of this sort. It is a granite mountain, with 
the top capped by a volcanic cone, rising like an im- 
mense pyramid. The passage in some places of gra- 
nite into basalt, is easily traced, and the first igneous 
appearance is not a change of the structure, but multi- 
jdied fractures increase until you find the granite bro- 
ken into large fragments ; and these diminishing in 
size, until they disappear in the distinct characteris- 
tics of volcanic agency, in which it is changed into 
a substance resembling trachyte, if it has not become 
trachyte itself, while in situ. Smaller sections of gra- 
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nite are scattered over the country in forms of less di- 
mensions, protruding from the earth ; but these are of 
somewhat rare occurrence. 

We have said that recent igneous action has taken 
[dace. A well authenticated instance occurred in Au- 
gust, 1831. There was at this time at Fort Vancou- 
ver and vicinity, an uncommonly dark day, which was 
thought to have been caused by an eruption of a vol- 
cano. The whole day was nearly as dark as night, 
except a slight red, lurid appearance, which was per- 
ceptible until near night. Lighted candles were ne- 
cessary through the day. The atmosphere was filled 
with ashes, which were very light, like the white ashes 
of wood ; all having the appearance of being produced 
by great fires, and yet none were known to have been 
in any part of the whole region around. The day was 
perfectly calm, without any wind. For a few days 
after, the fires out of doors were noticed to bum with 
a bluish flame, as though mixed with sulphur. There 
were no earthquakes. By observations which were 
made after the atmosphere became clear, it was thought 
the pure, white, perpetual snow upon Mount St. He- 
lens was discolored, presenting a brown appearance, 
and therefore it was concluded, that there had been 
upon it a slight eruption.* The Indians say they have 
seen fires in the chasms of Mount Hood. Tilki, the 
first chief of the La Dalles Indians, who is a man of 
' more than ordinary talents, said he had frequently seen 
fires in the fissures of rocks in the last named moun- 
tains.t 

* This was the opinion of Doct. Gardner, a distinguished nataralist, 
firom England, who was present at the time. 

t Since the publication of the above in other editions, I have been 
credibly informed that lava was ejected at that time from Mount St. 
Helen. 
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Though I have improved every opportunity which 
has been presented to make observations, and have 
also made many enquiries of men vrho have traveled 
extensively and for a long time in different parts of 
this country, some of whom are men of science, yet no 
evidence of fossil i^mains have been noticed, with the 
exception of a very few specimens. I saw a small 
shell, a Turritellay which was found in a mountain 
M>uth of Mount Hood in the Callapooa country. Also 
a few miles up the Columbia river, on the south shore 
of the bay, I found some very large petrified bivalve 
■hells, embedded in calcarious sandstone of the Ter- 
tiary formation. The largest specimens which I took, 
measure, longitudinally, four and a half inches from 
the hinge, and transversely, five. They are very 
perfect, beautifully scalloped, and have all the lustre 
<^ living shells. To these I must add three locaticms 
<rf petrified wood. The first is silicious which I found 
in the cavity of an extinct crater in the eastern part of 
Oregon, near a branch of the Salmon river. The ne:xt, 
at the Cascades, dendrolites of various magnitudes 
and descriptions, some presenting the appearance of 
mineral coal. The third location is upon the north 
branch of the Columbia, near the lower part of the 
Graod Coul^, more silicious than those about the 
Cascades. ^ 

Since the channel of the Columbia, in many parts, 
is walled up on its sides, and studded with islands of « 
basaltic rocks, rising in perpendicular height from 
twenty to four hundred feet ; the question forces itself 
upon the mind, what agency formed the channel of the 
Columbia and other rivers in this country, flowing 
through ridges and mountains of hard basalt ? Un- 
doubtedly the action of water has worn the rock very 
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considerably and effected changes, but perhaps by no 
principle of its action can it be supposed that it has 
produced so long and so deep a channel, as the one 
through which the river flows, and through such solid 
rock formations, differing but little from iron in hard- 
ness. That the channels of rivers owe their existence 
to other causes than the acti<m of water is no new 
idea. Indeed very many are now described as formed 
otherwise. In relation to the channels of thp Connec- 
ticut river and its branches, see Prof. Hitchcock's Geo* 
page 167, 1st edit. While I believe that Providence 
operates by means, yet I doubt not there are pheno- 
mena which are, and ever may remain unresolved. 
While conversing in relation to the channel of the Co- 
lumbia with some literary gentlemen who had fre- 
quently passed up and down this river, after several 
theories were proposed, none of which could bear the 
test even of probability, one of them remarked, he had 
been reminded of his boyish sports, when he had 
dammed up water, and then with his fingers drawn 
a channel through the sand for the wafer to run ; so it 
seemed to him that God had drawn a channel for the 
Columbia. 

If we do not keep in view the overruling hand of 
God as a landmark in our investigations, but look to 
^natur^* alone, at work in her great laboratory, the 
earth, as our only guide, to teach us precisely how the 
earth was formed, we shall, at least, be in danger of 
wandering into mazes from which we shall not be ablp 
easily to extricate ourselves. 

The condition of the country on the western side of 
the Rocky Mountains, differing in almost every par- 
ticular from that on the eastern side, may render the 
common assumption doubtful, that different genera 
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cmd species of plants and animals, designate distinct 
formations and distinct periods of time, in which such 
formations took place. And if it was known to be 
true, that the same genera and species of animals and 
plants had their existence in the same period of time, 
in all countries of the same climate, or in correspond'* 
ing latitudes, then the age of different formations 
might be better known by fossil remains. But it is^a 
fact, that the genera and species of animals and plants 
may differ widely and materially in the same country, 
age, and latitude. This is now the case in North 
America, on the east and west sides of the •Rocky 
Mountains ; which gives us a view and shows what 
may be the truth in relation to regions of the earth, 
perhaps regarded as belonging to different periods, 
though in fact contemporaneous. Yet in all such 
cases, marks of isochronism, or the want of it, doubt- 
less could be found, and with proper care would con- 
vince the experienced geologist of their diversity or 
identity in time. 

Compare the two sides of North America as they 
now are, and notice the difference which exists in ani- 
mals and productions. Let now the whole of the north- 
ern part of this continent be submerged, and after a 
long time be again elevated to its present position, and 
let future generations examine its fossil remains, and 
by the rules very generally laid down, would they not 
be liable hastily to conclude that the section on the east 
side, and that on the west side of the mountains, indi- 
cate two different periods of submersion, and that 
there was a Jong intermediate period of tranquility be- 
tween them ? Would not the different genera and 
species of vegetables and animals lead to this conclu- 
sion ? Would they not, from the evident difference 
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of temperature of climate in the same latitudes on the 
eairt and on the west, conclude, (if there was not a 
careful search made for other marks to show disparity 
or identity of time,) that the western section was sub- 
merged, at a period when the earth was much warmer 
than at the period when the eastern section was sub- 
Hwrged ? This would be a rational and legitimate 
conclusion from the rule that in strata of the same 
class, dissimilar organic remains belong to a different 
period of time, and were deposited under a different 
condition of the globe. And the gigantic balsam firs 
found in the west and not found in the east, would as 
clearly prove a different climate in the same latitude^ 
and therefore a different period of submersion, as the 
gigantic ferns prove a different temperature of the 
e«th, andof course a different period of time, in which 
they were deposited. 

On the west side, the enormous balsam firs, mea- 
suring from five to eight feet in diameter, and between 
one and two hundred feet in height, would be found 
so numerous as to constitute whole forests ; and also 
the alder of various diameters, from the small to those 
of one foot in diameter, and proportionably tall ; and 
the rush varying from four to ten feet long, and pro- 
portionably lai-ge ; while the fir, the alder, and rush, 
found en the east side, would be mere dwarfs in com- 
parison with those on the west, and also very sparse. 
And many genera of trees and plants would be found 
on one side, which would not be found on the other. 
On the west there would be no walnut, chestnut, sugar 
maple, elm, and many other kinds of trees. And of 
animals, there would not be found any of the present 
fossils of the east ; nor the ox, the ass, the swine, nor 
common sheep— the buffalo would be found east anci 
16» 
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ia the mooniauuif but not numerous beyond* To what 
atrange conelusiona^ without great care and close ex^ 
amination, should we come, if such data skn|dy were 
received ! If such is now the difference of vegetableff 
and animals, between the country on the east, and the 
country on the west of our continent, and in the same 
latitude, may not mistakes be made in regard to dif- 
fiMrent formations, and different periods of time m which 
they have taken place? Especially when periods are 
so remote, and the minute exploration of the earth 
ccMifined to so small limits ? 

No doubts need be indulged, but that such advances 
may and will be made in the science of geology, that it 
will become one of the strong corroborating evidences 
of the inspiration of the scriptures, wkhout departing 
form the obvious meaning of any part of the insj^red 
language. The books of nature, of providence, and of 
revelation harmonize ; and it is owing to our darkened 
and limited understandings, and the imperfections of 
our knowledge, that we have any difficulty m seeing 
their harmony ; and the more correct knowledge we 
gain of themv the more we shall see smd admire their 
coincidence. 

Far the greatest part of the soil of Oregon is formed * 
from decomposed lava and other like substances, re- 
duced by atmospheric agencies, which forms a fine 
rich, black mould. Some parts, however, are in a-dif- 
ferent condition ; such as the great desert of the Sho- 
shcMies or Snake country, which lies between two 
ranges of mountains, and -extends three himdred or 
more mfles in a southeasterly direction, with an ave* 
rage width of about one hundred miles. This desert, 
occupying as- it does so many square lailes,^ ie to a 
great extent covered with scoria and odmr vdcmeic 



Digitized by 



Google 



OSOLOOT* 3i7 

mattery which- from their nature, renders it a barren 
region. Other tracts of country are argillaceous. In 
several localities escarpments of cby diversified in 
structure, are presented. The layers are from a few 
inches to twenty feet in thickness. Their colors are 
4usky red, brown, bhie, green, yellow, and in some in- 
stances pure white, and not unfrequently more or less 
indurated. Still, other tracts are calcu'ious ; and s(Hne 
parts espeoiaSy near the Rocky Mountains, are co- 
hered with a sUicious sand, mixed with volcanic detri* 
tew ; while few, and only few parts of the coimtry af- 
f<Mrd vegetable mould. 

By reference to the map between Okanagan and 
Walla Walla, the dotted line, as will be seen, describes 
die <Jrand Coul^. By some cause, probably volcanic, 
(he Columbia has been turned from its ancient bed, 
and made to take a new and more circuitous course. 
The old chaimel has islands rising above what was 
caice the level of the water ; and as previously men- 
iioned, high mural escarpments are found on its sides. 

Another fact worthy to be mentioned, is the subsi- 
deiice on the Columbia. It is twenty or more miles 
long, and about a mile wide.* See page 142. 

What I suppose to be another subsidence occurs oa 
the -summit level which divides tiie waters of the Snake 
smd Spokein rivers. See page 294. 

Rivers ture found which disappear and again re-ap- 



*0a a cIds9 amtpartiqnlar examination of this interestliig pbenooa^nft, 
it is my decided opinion that there are too many absm'dities attending 
the hypothetU, di«t this is a land slide. How deep aobd large nmsC 
have been the bod^ of earth to have retained these forest trees in tbeir 
natural erect positRwi, and how very deep must have been rtie river to 
receive such a body of earth and lapees^ ten or twenty feet below low 
water mark. And besides there are ao^contiuuoas ranges of moantaini 
the whole distance of the Babsideoce. 
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pear from imder volcanic products, which is no new 
phenomena in other volcanic countries. Two suck 
rivers are put down on the map south of Henry's 
Fork. 

A few remarks on the minerals of Oregon will clotfe 
this chapter. 

Limestone does not abound here ; indeed it is^ ques* 
ticHiable whether it exists except in Yery detached and 
small quantities. One location of magnesian Kmesl<»ev 
I observed in the neighborhood of the Sulphur Springs 
which I have already described. The lime used at 
Port Vancouver, is made of rock coral, imported fiwr 
ballast in vessels returning from the Sandwich Idancbu 
In the vicinity of the Sulphur Spring was a quantity, 
though not very extensive, of gy psunw The only mar- 
ble {carbonate of lime) I noticed was in a mountain situ- 
ated a short distance below the confluence of the Spo- 
kein with the Columbia. In parts which I examined, 
I discovered it to be saccharine white, and variegated 
blue. A specimen of the first I have preserved. Sit- 
uated as it is on a navigable river, it will most probably 
becom*e in time a source of wealth. It is associated 
with primitive rocks. 

la the region of Pierre's Hole, and still farther west, 
there is clinkstone of marked and distinctive character, 
in great abundance, and in the same vicinity obsitHan 
in large quantities. Augite enters largely into almost 
all the volcanic productions. Obsidian is found in very 
many places throughout the country ; and towards the 
ocean in small quantities it is a resinous white. 

Lava is abundant in many places, in all the varietiea 
of color in which it is usu^ly found, sometimes dusky 
red, yellowish, gray, and black, of different degrees of 
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hardness and gravity, some being compact, some cel- 
lular, and often so light as to float upon water. Tra- 
chyte is also found among the varieties of lava. 

Most of the varieties of the precious stones, such as 
calcedony, agate, red and yellow jasper, cornelian, 
common opal, beautiful garnets, pyrites, and amethys- 
tic quartz, are found in different sections of the coun- 
try, but more frequently upon the shores of the Co- 
himbia, Willamette, and the large branches of these 
rivers. While they vary in size, forms, and colors, 
many of them are very pure and beautiful, and might 
be improved to great brilliancy in the bands of the 
lapidary. Porphyry of different textures and quality 
is frequently met with, some of which resemble the 
precious stones in fineness. 

I saw no anthracite coal after leaving the region of 
the Black Hills on the east of the Rocky Mountains; 
bituminous coal, of which I saw a quantity, is obtained 
from a locality near Pugefs Sound, and brought for use 
to Vancouver, 

It is an interesting fact, that Mhieral Rock Salt ex- 
ists in its native state, in a section of mountains on the 
south side of the Salmon river, before entering the 
Salmon river mountains. It crops out frolii the side 
of a mountain, a little abbve the base. I saw the mine 
and examined specimens of it, and took of it for future 
iKie. It is pure and white, and contains less of the wa* 
ter of orystalization than common salt. The geologi- 
cal formations in the immediate vicinity, so nearly re- 
semble those ddPcribed ip th^ neighborhood of the 
pnineral Salt mines of Poland, as to induce the belief 
that it exists in great abundai^ioe. It was peculiarly 
grat0fnl to me in the oireumstances in which I was 
placed| and the best testimony 1 can give tp the <juj^^ 
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ity is, that I found it very useful wh^i compelled to 
subsist on game. 

Salt is also found in a crystalized state upon the 
s}iores of the great Salt Lake, the waters of which are 
so strongly imprepiated, that salt in Istrge quantities 
can be easily made. How wise and kind is the diepo- 
sition of the products of nature, and how well acbipted 
lolhe wants of all his creatures has the hand of a be- 
neficent Father disrtributed his blessings ; and herot at 
so great a remove from all the facilities of commerce, 
He has laid up in store one of the most necessary and 
important articles of domestic use. 

Mineral springs have also been discovered. The 
most remarkable are, the Soda fountain on Bear river, 
about forty-five miles north of Salt takct remarkable 
for the quantity of carbonic acnd gas which is ev<^ ved, 
but not having been analyzed, its particular mineral 
properties are not ascertained, and the general remaii 
only can be made, that it greatly resembles the Sara- 
toga waters ; the Sulphur Spring to the south of the 
Trois TetonSf on a« branch of Henry's fork, aromid 
which large quantities of pure sulphur are deposited, 
and from which jsulphiKeted hydrogen escapes, and its 
annoying properties are perceptible more than eighty 
rods distant. Springs evolving gasses seem not un- 
frequent ;-^and the hot springs in the great range of 
the Rocky Mountains, some of which are said to Ibr- 
nish the mountain men a c<mvenient place to boil thdr 
food. . 

Sulphate of magnesia, (epsom salts,) purely native, 
exists in immense quantities in and on both sides of the 
mQuntains. Lakes or pools, which the heat of sum- 
mer principally evaporates, abound in this region, ex- 
hibiting crystajized salts in great quantities. Spicular 
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crystals of the same salt shoot up on the surface of the 
ground, and effloresce to such a degree as to present 
the appearance of fields whitened with snow. 

No indications of Metalic Ores have yet been no- 
ticed in any part of Oregon Territory ; and probably 
when metals are found, they will not be in their oxyds, 
but reduced by the intense volcanic heat to their mas- 
sive state. 

If metals are abundant, they probably lie near the 
Rocky Mountains, or in the northern part of Oregon. 
Beaud&l <;rystals of sulphuret of iron are found on 
Queen Charlotte's Island ; some of which contain traces 
of the precious metals. I have a specimen of an ore, 
ar yet undetermined, from this island. 

The Oregon is a country rich in geological features, 
and will yet unfold its treasures to the scientific world, 
in all their fulness. No ccwntry, probably, can be 
foond so marked by sudden and sublime changes ; 
firom the oldest granite to the recent rocks ; from oM 
ta new, aiKi from new to the old. While in every di- 
re<^on all is pierced, in a thousand ways, by the power 
of intemsd heat, exhibiting manifold and surprising re- 
sults. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

General remarka — passage in the ateam-ship Beaver , down the i 

take passage on board the barque Col ambia— detention in Chenook 
baj— great cave — Codfish, the first ever taken in this baj. 

Havivg explored the most important parts of this 
territory, and gained all the informaticm within my 
reach, as to the several objects proposed in my in- 
structions from the Board of Foreign Missions ; and 
especially having ascertained to my entire satisfactiim 
two most prominent facts, namely, the ^^re practica- 
bility of penetrating with safety to any and every 
portion of the vast interior, and the disposition of tiie 
natives in regard to my mission among them, it re- 
mained that the most feasible and expeditious mode of 
returning should next be consulted. I could expect to 
acquire but litUe additional knowledge in traversing 
the route to Rendezvous ; and the necessary delay of 
several months, it seemed could be avoided by a return 
by water. The Hudson Bay Company were about to 
send a ship to the Sandwich Islands, in which I was 
kindly offered a gratuitous passage. On the other 
hand, my friendship with gentlemen of tins establish- 
ment, my regard for the spiritual welfare of the be- 
nighted men, for whose good, I had for many a weary 
day pursued my object over mountains and plains, 
hills'and valleys, through all the vicissitudes of climate 
and weather ; and especially a desire to see in this 
whitened field, the returning laborers I expected, and 
to be able to give them personally, instead of by letter, 
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the result of my collected information, as a guide to 
them in their incipient labors ; all these held me rivet- 
ed to the spot, and undecided as to my course. A) 
length after a consultation with my most judicious 
friends, I concluded to take passage in the barque Co- 
lumbia for Oahu, in the hope that an early opportunity 
would present to return to the United States. 

In taking leave of this country and the work in 
which I have so long been engaged, a train of reflec- 
tions crowded upon my mind. The future condition of 
this noble race of men, is a subject of interesting en- 
quiry to many others as well as to myself. Whether the 
Indians are to pass away before the increasing power 
and numbers of white men, or whether enlightened 
and improved by their philanthropy, they shall arise 
in the scale of intellectual and moral existence, is a 
problem which time alone can solve. I entered on the 
work of exploring this field with no bias or precon- 
ceived opinion, and from critical and personal observa- 
tion, I hesitate not to say, that I can see no reascm 
existing in the nature of things, or in their present 
condition, which necessarily dooms the race to anni- 
hilation on the one hand, or on the other, necessarily 
makes them " objects of apprehension, as the future 
hordes who shall in coming time, Hke the northern 
barbarians of Roman d^ys, be reserved as the scourge 
of an overgrown and decaying republic." If to do good 
be an object worthy of humanity or religion, I see not 
why a consistent and persevering attempt to raise a 
race of freemen from their depression, and to place 
them in the rank of intelligent men, be not an under- 
taking fraught with as much promise and encourage- 
ment, as it was in earlier days to elevate our ancestors. 
In favor of this opinion, we have the docility of the 
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Indians in every thing pertaining to their improyemeirt ; 
in the sprightliness of their youth and children ; and 
in the amiableness of their native tempers and dii^fpo- 
mtions. I take nothing of this upon testimony. In all 
my intercourse with them, I saw, with only one ex- 
ception, no angry or malevolent passions in exercise in 
their little communities. 

I tremble for the consequences, when I reflect on the 
wrongs inflicted upon this race of men. Able pens 
have portrayed in vivid colors, their injuries and abu- 
ses, and humanity has wept. Were but the one hun- 
dredth part spread out to view, we should recoil at the 
sight. The life of an Indian, in the estimation of our 
border and refugee men who visit their country, is 
nothing worth. Theirs is a land where white men re- 
gard no law"; but superior cunning and superior force 
bear rule. It was related to me that Captain S. an 
English oflicer in half pay, while traveling through the 
Indian country, lost a horse which he liighly valued, 
uid believing it to be stolen by an Indian, offered five 
hundred dollars for his head. One of a lawless band, 
a half Indian who was present, went in pursuit, and re- 
turned with the head of the person charged with the 
theft, and demanded his reward. To make out the sum 
Captain S. gave him two horses, calling each $250. 
Thus ended the affair. Mr. Wyeth, in a memoir, em- 
bodied in a Report of a Committee of Congress, on the 
Oregon question, says, " The preponderance of bad 
character is so great amongst traders and their people, 
that crime carries with it little or no shame. I have 
heard it related among white American trappers, as 
a good joke, that a trapper who had said he would 
shoot any Indian, whom he could catch stealing his 
traps, was seen on^ morning to kill one ; and, on being 
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asked if the Indian had stolen his traps, he answered 
•Nq, but he looked as if he was going%>/ ** These are 
only specimens. 

I have been much pleased to notice among the be- 
nevolent operations of the present day, the formation 
of a society in England, which I regard as among not 
the least benevolent, viz : ** An Aborigines Protection . 
Society," from whose " Plan and Objects,** I quote, as 
ex{n*essing very fully my own sentiments. " Among 
these tribes, our imported diseases produce frightful 
ravages, our ardent spirits deprave and consume their 
population, our unjust laws exclude them from enjoy- 
ing that first element of well-ordered societies, judicial 
protection, as well as from the possibility of a timely 
incorporation with colonial communities ; while, in ad- 
dition to all these evils, our neglect of suitable means 
wmI methods of improvement, prevents that adoption 
of civilized manners and customs to which they are in- 
clined. It is impossible for us as men, patriots, phi- 
l^tnthropists, or Christians, to behold without anxiety, 
the ruin of the peoplo whom we are accessary in 
supplanting, unless our future modes of colonizaticm 
be directed with greater htimanity and wisdom thcui 
in times past." 

On the 18th of June, according to previous arrange- 
m^its, I took passage in the steam-ship Beaver for 
Fc€t George, to join the barque Columbia for the Sand- 
wich Islands. As the Beaver was commencing her 
first voyage upon the Pacific, under the power of 
steam, destined for the northwest coast, the people of 
the fort, and those residing around, assembled upon 
the shore of the Columbia, and as she moved majesti- 
cally from her anchorage, they saluted us with cheers, 
which were reciprocated by all on board, and they re- 
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sponded, ** A happy voyage, a prosperous voyage." 
The ship anch<*ed at night a little above Tongue 
Point ; and the next day, after being detained upon a 
sand bar, from which the tide after awhile set us free, 
we arrived at Fort George. The next day, the 20th, 
with my friend Mr. Finlayson, and a few others I took 
a ramble on the shores below. The verdure of the 
trees and plants, the red indigenous clover in full 
sweetness in the desert, and the mildness of the sea- 
son, all combined to make the scen^ enchanting. It 
was on the shore of this bay where I collected the 
large bivalve shell petrifactions, embedded in calca- 
rious sandstone of the Tertiary formation as described 
in the chapter foregoing. No volcanic appearances 
were visible in the immediate vicinity. 

On the 21st, I embarked on board the Columbia, and 
we dropped down to the Chenook Bay and anchored 
just above Cape Disappointment. Here, for the want 
of favorable wind and tide, we were detained until the 
28th. While we continued here, I made several ex- 
cursions on shpre ; ascended the cape, which is pro- 
bably about four hundred feet high, and from which a 
fine prospect of the Pacific^ and its shores is preseiitei^ 
as far*as the eye can reach. The shore is generally 
bold and rocky, furnishing no other harbor near. The 
^country around is rocky and densely covered with 
forests, and the scenery is wild. Near the shore, on 
the west end of the cape, a large cave extends into 
the volcanic rocks the distance of one hundred and 
fifty feet. We penetrated into its gloomy recesses, 
and from the bones of animals strewed around within, 
we concluded it must be the retreat of some of those 
beasts of prey which inhabit these forests and coasts. 

About the cape, at different places, grow the large 
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orange-yellow raspberries, of a new species, upon 
shrubberry which often grows to the height of twenty 
feet, and more generally in the forests than in the open 
places, but equally fruitful. They are more inviting to 
the eye than agreeable to the taste. 

While we were detained here, our men belonging 
to the Columbia caught a large number of codfish. In 
taste and appearance, they very much resemble those 
taken upon the banks of Newfoundland,^xcepting they 
are a little shorter. This is the first time they were 
known to exist in these waters; the Indians knew 
nothing of them before, and they eagerly took those 
we did not need. 
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CHAPTER XXy. 

Departure for the Sandwich Islands — Arrival at the Iglands — ^worship 
in the native church — description of Oahu — ^the* Pari — the Tulley of 
Manoa — descriptios of Honolulu— of Waititi— heathen temple — Byb 
— Waialna — Keneohe — mountains — salt lake natural productions — 
anitnals'— government— tea party of the royal family— dinner to the 
officers of the Peacock and Enterprise — decrease of population — uii- 
bir negotiations — foreign residents— charity school — seamen's cbapd 
—burying place of the royal &mily — missionary success. 

On the 25th, the bar being, smooth, with only a light 
wind, though ahead, and the tide favoring, the Beaver 
weighed anchor and put out to sea for her northern 
voyage. She went over the bar finely, and could have 
towed us over, but it being her first experiment, it was 
not thought advisable. 

On Tuesday, the 28th, the wind and tide were fa- 
vorable for passing the bar, and we set sail at half past 
three in the afternoon. There was a heavy rolling 
sea; and every man was at his post, one on each side 
of the ship constantly throwing the lead to take the 
sounding. Four fathoms and a half was the least, and 
this was little enough considering the heavy swell. 
The bar extends five miles out to sea, with a channel 
only about a half mile wide, upon which, in the deepest 
parts, the water is only seven fathoms, and has a very 
bold termination ; for we passed from seven fathoms 
to no sounding, where the sea presented its dark blue. 
The land receded, and in a few hours disappeared ; 
and nothing was to be seen but one wide expanse of 
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ocean. Our voyage to Oahu,* Sandwich Islands, was 
attended with nothing remarkable, exceptmg that it 
was performed in much shorter time than usual, being 
only sixteen days from the time we left the Columbia 
river, to our anchoring in the roads of Honolulu. We 
took our direct course, and kept it without any varia- 
tion, and with a few exceptions without shortening a 
sail, the distance of two thousand five hundred miles. 
An almost entire uniformity marked our progress, and 
excepting the common alternations of day and night, 
sunshine and clouds, nothing interrupted the monotony 
of the scene. ^ 

On the morning of the 14th of July, land was an- 
nounced. The islands of Ranai and Morakai were 
near, and as we passed them, we had a near view of 
the latter. It is not so mountainous as most others of 
the group, and presented rather a sterile aspect. We 
Boon after made Oahu, and passed on the east side 
around Diamond Hill to the harbor of Honolulu on the 
south. This harbor is the best and almost the only 
good one in any of the groups of the Polynesian Islands, 
The>entrance is somewhat intricate, and an experi- 
enced pilot is required to take ships in safely. Within 
the coral reefs the water is sufficiently deep for ships 
of almost any magnitude ; arid this, with the long ex- 
tended roads, without the reefs, which affi^rd good an- 
chorage, renders the port desirable, and the island, in 
a commercial point of view, the most important of any 
in this part of the Pacific ocean. 

We went on shore, two o'clock in the afternoon, and 
I was invited by Rev. H. Bingham to his house, where 

•Pronounced Wauhoo. 
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I met several of the other missionaries, and felt mucli 
rejoiced to behold again a Christian community. 

The heat of a vertical sun was very oppressive and 
enervating, and was it not for the refreshing effects of 
the daily north-east trade winds, it would be insupport- 
able to a northern constitution. 

On Sabbath 17th, I attended worship in the native 
church, and heard Rev. Mr. Bingham preach in the 
Hawaiian language to a very large assembly of na- 
tives, probably two thousand five hundred, who gave 
very good attention. They were ail decently dressed ; 
while some of them were in the European mode, the 
most of them were dressed in their native costume, 
and made a good appearance. Their conduct and at- 
tention were very becoming, and many listened with 
deep interest. Madam Kinau, the queen regent, and 
the royal family, were present ; and although it was 
easy to distinguish them from the common people, 
yet they made no ostentatious display of royalty. 
Their dress was rich, but plain, and they paid sober 
attention to the worship of God. The performance of 
the singers was good, but there was not that melody 
in their voices which characterizes the Indians. 

The house of worship is large and commodious, one 
hundred and ninety feet long and sixty-two feet wide, 
built in the native style, with the roof and sides co- 
vered with thatch. 

Oahu is the most northern of the Sandwich Islands, 
situated in north latitude 21^ 18' and in west longi- 
tude 1580 38'. Its greatest length is forty-five miles 
from Koka on the south east to Kakana on the north- 
west. The greatest portion of the island is'on the 
north-east of this line. Its greatest breadth fe twenty- 
eight miles from Kahuku on the north to (Laeloa Bar- 
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berV Point) on the south ; about four fifths of the island 
is on the east of this line. The island is very mountain* 
OQft ; the highest eminence is called Honahuanui, and i» 
a Httle over fyur thousand feet. The Pari, at the Upper 
end of the valley of Nuuanu* north of Honolulu, may 
be counted among the curiosities of the island ; princi- 
pally on account of its being a part of the main road, 
orlrather the only one to Keneohe. It is one thousand 
one hundred and forty feet above the level of the sea^ 
smd six hundred feet nearly perpendicular. This is 
t^ be clambered up and down in passing from Hono- 
lulu to Kenehoe,- and to a stranger it is a fearful un- 
dertaking, as it is necessary to have a native to assist 
in putting your feet into the crevices of the rocks. 
And yet the natives pass up and down with their cala- 
bashes ofpoi^ and their loads of melons, fish, and other 
commodities, without any difficulty more than fatigue. 

Some years ago, in a war between Tamehameha 
and the king of Oahu, the final battle was fought here 
which decided the fate of the island. The king of 
Oahu made a desperate struggle ; and one part of his 
routed army, numbering more than three hundred, 
were pursued to this precipice, forced down, and ai- 
most all were dashed to pieces. 

On each side of this pass, needle-pointed mountain* 
ri3e up two thousand feet, forming a narrow chasm, 
through which the north-east trade winds rush with 
great violence. Before you, at the north, you have a 
very pleasing view of the fertile valley of Kolou ; 9^ 
beyond is a fine prospect of the bay and wide spread 
ocean. The valley between the Pari and Honolulu is 
seven miles long ; the upper part of which is narrow 
and very picturesque. Interesting cascades are seen 
dashing down the almost perpendicular mountains, and 
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the whole scenery is covered with fresh foliage. This 
was almost the only place where the cool and mvigo- 
fating breezes gave me relief from the oppressive heat. 
The lower part of the valley is wide, and covered to 
a great extent with taro patches. 

Taro is a bulbous plant of the genus arum^ and is 
planted in hills upon patches of ground, so formed as 
to be partially flooded with water, somewhat after the 
manner of rice cultivation. In eight or ten months af- 
ter setting the plants, they are fit for use. To prepare 
it for food, it is always necessary to roast it, to take 
out the pungency which is common to this genus, as 
found in wild tumep. It is frequently eaten for bread 
with no other preparation except roasting ; or it is con- 
verted inio poi by pulverising and making it into a stiff 
paste. The natives prefer the poi after it has under- 
gone the acetic fermentation. 

East of this valley is another called Manoa, about 
five miles in length, running north from Diamond Hill. 
It is well watered by streams descending from the 
mountains, formed by showers of rain which frequently 
fall upon them, and which sometimes extend to the 
valleys and plains. Its fertile soil is well cultivated 
with sweet potatoes, taro, and melons. At the upper 
end, Kaahumanu, the late queen regent, who died in 
1832, had a house built for retirement from the bustle 
of Honolulu, and for devotion, near a beautiful cool 
grove of ohia and kukui* trees, on an eminence com- 
mandmg a view of the valley below. Near this dwel- 
ling, she caused a house to be built for the accommo- 
dation of the missionaries, when they should wish for 



* the *«*«» tree bears ^nut as large as a black walnut, a string of 
which u used for candles, and hence £e tree is called the candle trae. 
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rest, and to be refreshed with the invigorating air of 
the mountains. The evidences of her Christian cha- 
racter were convincing. Her piety was active. She 
traveled through all the islands, from time to time, to 
see that the people attended upon the means of reli- 
gious instruction, and the schools ; and to recommend 
the religion of the Bible to all classes of her subjects. 
Her example, as well as her authority, was powerful 
in suppressing intemperance, and the many vices which 
threatened the ruin of her country. Her influence was 
felt not only by her own people, but also by foreigners 
who resorted to these islands. 

When I visited this spot of remembrances, the build- 
ings were far] gone to decay ; but not the cherished 
regard of her piety and philanthropy. This spot pre- 
sented a very pleasing view of the high and precipi- 
tous mountains around on every side, excepting the 
south, which is open and exhibits to view the gran- 
deur of the rolling oqean. The many cascades around 
upon the mountain sides added to the interest of the 
scenery. Among the variety of shrubbery, we found 
the coffee tree with its fruit in various stages of matu- 
rity ; the arrow root ; and the brake fern, growing in 
many instances, to the height of twenty feet. From a 
bulb, near the root, is taken what the natives call Ao- 
puuy a silky down, which makes excellent beds and 
cushions. 

Honolulu is situated on the south side of the island, 
on a bay of the same name, and is the capital, and 
business place of all the islands. The land around, and 
on which the village is located is a dry barren, except- 
ing on the north and north-west, which is moist and 
cultivated with taro patches, with some cocoa trees in- 
terspersed. The buildings generally are in the native 



Digitized by 



Google 



304 OLD HB^TH^If igSMPLS. 

style, thatched ; many are huilt with ddbtt walls aftej* 
the Spanish manner on the coast of Mexico and Peru# 
that is, with large sun-burnt bricks, made about two 
feet long, eighteen inches wide, and ten inches thick. 
The clay is mixed with cut straw to strengthen them,, 
after the manner of the ancient Egyptians. Their en- 
closures are often built in the same manner. There 
are several good buildings made of rock coral in En- 
gUsh style, some of which are spacious and well fin- 
ished. The village contains about nine thousand in- 
habitants, three hundred of whom are English and 
Americans. Most of the commercial business and 
trade are carried on by foreigners, to a large amo.unt, 
increased by the resort of whale ships, in the fall and 
spring, for repairs and fresh supplies, particularly ve- 
getables ; it is the place where all other shipping touch 
which navigate this ocean from Europe and America, 
in the Chinese and East India trade. This place is 
constantly growing in importance, and must continue 
.to do so from its local advantages. . 

Four miles south-east of Honolulu, is the pleasant 
native village of Waititi, situated on the bay of the 
same name. It contains five or six hundred inhabi- 
tants, is situated in a beautiful grove of cocoa trees, 
which adds very much to its apearance and comfort. 
This place, if its cultivation was proportioned to the 
richness of the soil, might be made one of the most de- 
lightful spots on the island. 

The only road, or any thing that deserves the name 
of a road in this island, is between this place and Hono- 
lulu. 

About two miles east of this village are the remains 
of an old heathen temple, in which human sacrifices 
were offered ; a part of the walls of the enclosure are 
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Still standing. Various methods were employed to 
obtain victims. One of which was to lay a tabu upon 
all the people in the whole region around, that no one, 
for a certain period of time, should go out of thehr 
dwellings, or make any fire in them, upon pain of death. 
If any violated the tabu, they were apprehended and 
sacrificed to their idols. If none violated the tahu^ and 
they were unsuccessful in obtaining victims, an expe- 
dient was adopted to decoy the people from their 
dwellings, by sending out men in a canoe, to range 
along between the coral reef and the shore, and to 
feign distress, ctnd if any were decoyed out for their 
relief, they were apprehended and carried to the tem- 
ple and offered in sacrifice. 

It is a pleasing consideration, that the benign influ- 
ence of the gospel has dispelled these bloody and cruel 
superstitions of heathenism. I had an opportunity of 
Seeing an old man who had been a high priest in thesie 
bloody rites. lie has no hope that he is interested in 
the salvation of the gospel, but he said it is maitaiy 
(good.) and that the Christian religion is so firmly es- 
tablished in these islands, that their ancient idolatry 
can never again be revived. He saluted me with many 
alohas. Mr. Bingham gave him some account of my 
journey across the Rocky Mountains, and the object 
He replied that it was good, and that God was with 
me and preserved me. He said in their former reli- 
gion, they were all ignorant — ^all was darkness, entire 
darkness, but now the light shines. He said that when 
Captain Vancouver visited these islands, in the reign 
of Tamaha, he urged the king to renounce idolatry, 
and the king promised he would, when Christians 
would send from the land of light a minister to teach 
them in the right way. They waited until their king 
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died without knowing the right way, and no one came 
until Mr. Bingham and his associates, in the year 1820. 
This old heathen priest gave up his religion and his 
h<)nors, took Mr. B. by the hand on his first arriva 1, 
and called him brother, and has ever since been friendly 
to the missionaries. His wife, whom I also saw, hopes 
that she has experienced the saving powerof the gospel. 

Fourteen miles west of Honolulu is Eva,* a vil- 
lage of considerable magnitude, but not very compact 
It is situated on Pearl river, at the head of a large la- 
goon extending several miles inland, and is surrounded 
with a fertile valley reaching twelve miles north, which 
is two-thirds of the distance to Waialua. The highest 
elevation between these places is about four hundred 
feet, and, is intersected in various parts with deep ra- 
vines. Eva is the station which Rev. Artemus Bishop 
and wife occupy, whose prospects of usefulness are 
encouraging. When I was there, the natives were 
engaged in building a substantial and commodious 
house of worship, and appeared to take deep interest 
in the efibrt. 

In the north-west part of the island, is the village of 
Waialua, where Rev. John S. Emerson and wife are 
stationed. The village is situated upon a wide spread 
bay, which would furnish an excellent harbor for any 
shipping, if there was suflicient water upon the bar at 
the entrance. The valley around is large and fertile, 
capable of being made very productive. On a Sabbath 
which I spent here, eight natives, six men and two wo- 
men, were received into the communion of the church, 
who appeared very intelligent and serious, and con- 
ducted with as much propriety as is seen in the most 

* Pronounced Ava. 
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civilized parts of the world. I felt a satisfaction in 
joining with these redeemed heathen in the ordinance 
of the Lord's supper. Every part of divine service 
was conducted with Christian decorum. I was par- 
ticularly pleased with the appearance of the native 
deacon, who was dignified in his person, dressed in 
good taste, and very devotional in his behavior. 

The only remaining village of any considerable im- 
portance is Keneohe, where Rev. Benjaming W. 
Parker and wife-are stationed. This village is in the 
fertile valley of Kolou, near the shore of a pleasant bay, 
which would afford an excellent harbor if there was 
sufficient water at the entrance over the coral bar. 
This village is about four miles north of the Pari, and 
is the most cool and refreshing retreat I found upon 
the island. The basaltic mountain on the south, three 
thousand feet high, and on the north side nearly verti- 
cal, and the north-east trade winds, give a temperate 
atmosphere, not found in any other part of the island 
sufficiently low for a village. 

The greatest part of the island is mountainous, though 
but two ranges are of considerable magnitude. The 
largest, Koanahumanui, is on the east side, and runs 
parallel with the ocean, and its highest point is four 
thousand feet above the level of the sea. This range of 
mountains is diversified with cones, acute points, and 
prairies. At the great Pari, the upper end of Nuuanu, 
the main chain turns to the west, and terminates 
towards Waialua. The north side of the range^ west 
of the Pari, is very precipitous, having many spurs 
projecting to the north, including deep, pit-like ra- 
vines. The other range is on the west part of the 
island, called Kaala, running north and south, separa- 
ting Waianae on the west, from the valley of Eva on 
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the east. The highest point is three thousand eight 
hundred and fifty feet. There are many conical hilk 
of different magnitudes in various parts of the island* 
which were evidently ancient craters ; one, six miles 
south-east of Honolulu, called Diamond Hill ; and an- 
other, a short distance north of Honoluhi, called Fort 
Hill. They are open and concave at the top, 'with 
high walls, reeded down the sides, which appear to 
have been formed by streams of lava, and by the ac- 
tion of water cutting ravines. There is an abmi- 
dance of lava and other volcanic productions about 
these hills. 

The Salt Lake, four miles west of Honolulu, is of 
the crateric form. It is a great curiosity, as weH as a 
source of trade. It has undoubtedly a connection, by 
some subterraneous passage, with the ocean, near 
which it is situated. Its depth is not kno\^n, being 
nearly filled with excellent chrystalized salt, which ap- 
pears to be inexhaustible, and is taken out in large 
quantities for use and exportation. The lake appears 
as if filled with ice, a little sunken below the surface of 
the water. 

The geological formations of this island, and all the 
others in the Pacific which I saw, and concerning 
which I obtained information, are volcanic and cora- 
line to a great extent. Some have supposed that these 
islands have been thrown up in the first place by inter- 
nal fires, and then enlarged by coraline additions. 
But there is too much argillaceous soil to favor the 
opinion ; and to say the least, the supposition is without 
conclusive evidence. Much of the soil is formed of 
disintegrated and decomposed lava. The reefs lying 
ttf from the shores, and in some places immediately 
upon them, are coraline. The corals are divided into 
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ancient and modem, the latter still increasing. Be- 
tween these formations is a volcanic deposit. The 
ancient corals are found in many places forming the 
surface of the plains, elevated some six or eight feet 
above the present level of the ocean. As the zoo- 
phytes which form coral, never work, above water, it 
is evident that these islands have been elevated by 
some subterranean or submarine power, or the ocean 
is subsiding ; and as this recession of the ocean is seen 
in various parts of the world, in nearly, if not in the 
same degree, is it not probable that the waters of the 
ocean are gradually diminishing ? Of the modem cor 
rals there are many species, from the rock, to the most 
beautiful kinds resembling trees and plants, and of va- 
rious colors. The volcanic formations do not differ 
materially from those in Oregon Territory. Cellular 
lava is very common, often bordering upon pumice, 
and of various colors ; brick red, ash colored, orange 
yellow, and green. No primitive rocks are found, 
nor any silicious sand ; the sand upon the shores being 
formed either of disintegrated lava, scoria, or coral ; 
but more generally a combination of these three pro- 
ducts. 

While I shall not attempt a minute enumeration of 
the productions of these islands, the following are some 
of the principal. The cocoa tree, bread fruit, coa 
treCj which furnishes lumber nearly equal to ma- 
hogany ; hybiscus, candle nut tree, mulberry, fig, cot- 
ton shrub, which grows spontaneously and produces 
cotton of very fine quality ; cofiee tree, grape vines, 
oranges, lemons, limes, pine apples, melons of superior 
quality, squashes, sugar cane, arrow root ; indigo plant, 
which grows finely without any care ; the guliva, its 
fruit resembling mandrakes, but not agreeable to the 
16» 
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taste of those not acustomed to it ; taro, sweet and 
common potatoes, and bananas. There are many fenis 
of extraordinary size; and the cactus opuntia^ fin 
miliarly known as the prickly pear, growfaag to the 
height of six or eight feet, is planted in hedge-rows fin- 
enclosures. All the most superb tropical floweriBg 
plants luxuriate in these islands, among which we find 
the oriental lilac, eight different species of mimosa, the 
pride of Barbadoes, several varieties of convolrulufl, 
and mirabilis, the passiflora or passion flower, roses, 
the Spanish pink, Mexican pea, and many other beauti- 
ful genera. Also, garden vegetables of various kinds. 
These islands when discovered by Capt. Cook, con- 
tained but very few animals, and most of those now 
found upon them have since been introduced from the 
Mexican coast. Tnere are now, horses, mules, neat 
cattle, goats, hogs, dogs, fowls. The birds which have 
their residence here, though not numerous, are of most 
beautiful plumage, and the fevorite head ornament of 
the women, is made of the golden colored feathers of 
a native bird. The crow and raven, which are com- 
4aion in almost all parts of the world, have not found 
their way here. There are very few reptiles, besides 
the green lizard, which is very common, and in the 
days of the idolatry of the Islanders, was worshiped, 
and such is the influence of superstition, that they can 
hardly dismiss all feelings of reverence for this insigni- 
ficant reptile. If one comes into their dwellings, they 
choose to let it take its own departure, rather than mo- 
lest it. Snakes are unknown, and the scorjMon and 
centiped have, within a very few years, been brought 
here in vessels. The mosquetoe was not known until 
recently, though now they are numerous and very 
annoying. 
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The government of these islands is absolute and he- 
reditary, administered by the king, queen, and chiefs^ 
whose will is the supreme law ; the common people 
are a nation of slaves. The lands belong to the go- 
vernment, and are leased to the people at high rents, 
and even then they have no security that they shall 
enjoy the avails of their labor ; for besides the stipu- 
lated rents, the government make any additional de- 
mands they please, ami the people are taught to obey 
wthout complaining. The king secures his house and 
person by life guards. Very frequently on a Saturday 
mining, the queen regent, attended by her train of fe- 
male companions and servants in equestrian style, visits 
her garden some two miles east from Honolulu. Their 
appearance is fine, and they are well skilled in horse- 
manship. Her ordinary mode of riding is in a small« 
low^wheel carriage, drawn by twenty servants. The 
persons of the chiefs are remarkable for their extraor- 
dinary size, towering quite above the height of the com- 
mon people, and in corpulency preserving correspond- 
ing dimensions. The Sandwich Islanders, or Kanakas, 
as the common people are called, have less activity of 
body and mind than the Indians of our continent, and 
yet a phrenologist would say that their intellectual 
powers are well developed. In their present political 
condition, they are not expected to be otherwise than 
indolent and improvident. In their dress, mode of 
Eving, and habitations generally, they have made but 
little advance upon the days of heathenism ; some in 
the interior, especially, wearing little more clothing 
than their maro, and having their dwellings in caverns 
in volcanic rocks. The chiefs, and some of the peo- 
ple, have good houses, dress in good fashion, and live 
comfortably. - 
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The king, queen regent, and chiefs, gave a tea party, 
to which with a few others I had the hoDpr to be in- 
vited. They were dressed richly and in good taste ; 
the table was splendidly arrayed with silver plate and 
china ; the entertainment was both judiciously and 
tastefully arranged and prepared, and all the etiquette 
and ceremony of such occasions were observed. The 
conversation was cheerful and intelligent, without fri- 
volity, and nothing occurred embarrassing to any one. 
At a suitable early hour, we were invited into a 
well-furnished saloon, where^ after a performance of 
music, both vocal and instrumental, the queen pro- 
posed that 'prayer should conclude our agreeable vipit ; 
after which the company retired. I have seen but few 
parties in Christian America conducted more on the 
principles of rationality and religion. 

An entertainment, however, is sometimes transacted 
in a different style by some of our countrymen and 
other foreigners in these islands* A dog-feast, as it is 
here called, was given by foreign resident gentlemen, 
on the 20th of Sept., at the country seat of the Ameri- 
can consul, in honor of the officers of th^ American 
squadron, the Peacock and Enterprise, then in the har- 
bor of Honolulu. I extract from the account published 
in the Sandwich Island Gazette, as described at the 
time. "Food in the native style was bountifully 
served up — baked dog was among the dishes, and it 
was not to be despised. Songs, toasts, cheers, bum- 
pers, and speeches all came in their turn. Among the 

toasts, were, * Commodore , our Commodore* 

Commodore's reply, *May you all live a thousand 

years, and may we always meet here.' Doctor 

of the United States ship Peacock. * Population and 
prosperity to the Sandwich IsUnds, and an end to ali 
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Oppressive tabus.* The party separated teeming with 
good spirits." 

The population of these islands has been decreasisg 
ever since an acquaintance has been had with them. 
Captain Cook estimated the people at 400,000. The 
present population is about 110,000. A variety of 
causes have conspired to bring about this declension ; 
and yet no one so prominent above the rest, as wholly 
to satisfy enquiry. It is acknowledged by all observers, 
and has become evident to the government itself, that 
a change of things in the internal structure of their na- 
tional affairs, is necessary to the prosperity of the peo- 
ple. During my stay at Oahu, the heads of the nation 
had frequent meetings to discuss the subject of reform 
and improvement, and to adopt some new mode of ad- 
ministration which will give to the people the privi- 
leges of freemen, and thereby stimulate them to indus- 
try. To effect this, the lands must be distributed 
among the people, a more equal mode of taxation must 
be adopted, industry must be encouraged, and pro- 
gressive prosperity will follow in the train.* 

The perpetuity of the independence of this nation, 
and with it their existence, is very problematical. A 
disposition to possess these islands, has evidently been 
manifested by foreign powers. Whether the paw of 
the Lion, or the talons of the Eagle, shall first make 
them its prey, or whether they shall be mutual checks 
upon each other, and thus prolong the life of this fee- 
ble nation, is not known. The manner in which the 
ting and chiefs are often treated by the officers of 
foreign nations, the insults they often meet with, would 



♦Since my visit at these islands, the government has been re-organized 
and formed upon the system of free governments. 
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not pass with impunity from a more powerftil people. 
In fair and honorable negotiations,' regard is had to 
mntual rights, but here foreigners assume the style of 
dictation ; " You shall, and you shall not" Assertions 
are made of things existing in the laws and practices 
of England and America, which neither government 
would tolerate. Lord Russel, the commander of the 
Acteon, a British man of war, obtained the signati]ir« 
to a certain instrument, by assuring the Hawaiian go- 
vernment that, if they refused any longer to sign it, he 
would order all the English vessels to leave the harbor, 
and request all the American shipping to withdraw ; 
and then bring his armed ship before their fort and 
batter down the walls, and prostrate their village^ 
The king signed the instrument, and then, togeA^ 
with the queen and chiefs, like some other people who 
feel their feebleness before a mightier nation, had 
only the poor resort of a public remonstrance. They 
accordingly sent a remonstrance to the king of 6re«4 
Britain, ia which they say, that " on account of their 
urging us so strongly ; on account of said commanders 
assuring us that their communicati(Mi was from the 
king ; and on account of their makmg preparatioii to • 
fire upon us — ^therefore we gave our assent to the wri- 
ting, without our being willing to give our real appro- 
bation ; for we were not pleased with it." They feel 
incompetent to contend with naval strength, and there- 
fore submit to indignities from which their feelings 
revolt; Why cannot the principles of justice and 
equity govern the intercourse of men with men, 
where they are so well understood, and the painful ne- 
cessity be spared innocence and helplessness of sup- 
plicating that protection, which God designed should 
be enjoyed by all his children ? 
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Much has been said of the character of the foreign 
residents, and of the counteracting influence they exert 
upon the labors of the missionaries in this field. The 
cause of their bitterness and opposition is well under- 
stood, and lest my own observations should seem par- 
tial to the missionaries, and invidious towards those 
who oppose them, I will embrace all I have to say on 
the subject in a quotation from a work published by 
Mr. J. N. Reynolds, of the voyage of the Potomac, an 
American man of war. He certainly cannot be ac- 
cused of partiality to the missionaries who reside on 
tliese islands, for his remarks on them are somewhat 
acrimonious, but in regard to the foreign residents he 
says, "they are generally devoid of all religious prin- 
ciple, and practice the greatest frauds upon the na- 
tives in their dealings with them ; which tends to 
corrupt their morals, and to preclude all hopes of fair- 
ness in trade among them. It cannot be denied, and 
i>o one can regret it more than we do, that this whole 
population, generally speaking, are of the lowest 
order ; among whom every thing like the decent re- 
straint which civilized society imposes upon its mem- 
bers, is tit war with their vicious propensities, and of 
coarse resisted by them to the extent of their power." 
He farther adds, " let us be distinctly understood in 
the remarks we* have made in reference to the foreign 
residents and missionaries on this island. As to the 
question, which party is on the side of virtue and good 
order, there can be but one opinion, where there is 
not even room for comparison." I have been in com- 
munities where vice has been unblushingly indulged, 
but I have never witnessed direct enmity to every 
thing morally good, in so much bitterness and power, 
as in OahUi 
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Most of the foreign residents have native wives, and 
manifest a regard for the education of their children, 
and send some of them to other countries for this pur- 
pose ; but for most of them a charity school has been 
established, and for its support a call is made upon 
the commanders and officers of vessels who come into 
this port ; and they have even sent to England and 
America for charitable aid. Though some poor are 
taught here, yet I know not why the benevolent should 
help, by way of charity , the consuls and rich merchants 
in Oahu. 

I visited the seamen's chapel and preached several 
times for Rev. Mr. Diell. While there are oflen se- 
veral hundred seamen in the port of Honolulu, there 
are frequently very few attendants on the regular 
services of the chapel. Rev. Mr. Diell, their worthy 
chaplain, is however indefatigable in his labors through 
the week, visiting sailors on ship board, and wherever 
he can find them, endeavoring to promote their spirit- 
ual good. Some conversions have crowned his ef- 
forts. 

On the occasion of the funeral of an infant of the 
Princess, whose husband is Leleiohoku, alias Wm. Pitt, 
I visited the burial place of the kings and royal family* 
This is a stone building of rock coral, of the common 
size and structure of the houses of the village, and 
situated amongst them, having nothing particularly 
distinguishable except an outward signal, by vriiich is 
understood the number and rank of the dead within. 
They are encased first in lead, secured from the ad- 
mission of air, and then deposited in coffins of elegant 
workmanship, covered with rich silk velvet, or crimson 
damask, and ornamented with silver or brass plate. 
Here sleeps the remains of Rihoriho, and Kameha- 
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malu, who died on a visit to England, and several oth- 
ers lying in state ; and in the same tomb, are interred 
a number of other members of the royal family. 

The missionaries of the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions in these islands, have 
done much to elevate the character of the population, 
by teaching and preaching the truths of Christianity ; 
by schools, where the first rudiments of education are 
taught ; by the press, and a translation of the entire 
bible ; they have exerted a salutary influence upon the 
morals of the whole nation, and raised a monument to 
the power and excellence of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
They have also laid, instrumentally, a broad founda- 
tion for the political, and social, and religious improve- 
ment of that people, unless thwarted by the interfe- 
rence and opposition of foreigners, and for the future 
and unending happiness of many redeemed souls in the 
world to come. I had frequent opportunities of wit- 
nessing the effect of their labors in the evidences of 
the moral renovation of these once idolaters, and of 
meeting with them in their great congregation on the 
Sabbath. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

fr-x 
Dtptrtare from Oaha in ship Phoraiz for tbe United States— call at die 
Society Island^ — brief dcBcription of Tahiti and Eimeo— severe galet 
of wind — Magellanic clonds — Martin Vass Island — Trinidad — arrival 
at New London. 

Feom July to November, no vessel departed from 
the Sandwich Islands direct for the United States, and 
after being detained about five months^ waiting an op- 
portunity to return, I engaged a passage in the Phce- 
nix, AUyn; from New London, and embarked Decem- 
ber 17th. The ship was built for the China trade, of 
four hundred and ten tons, manned with twenty-eight 
persons, besides five passengers. The pilot boat left 
us well out at sea, at nine in the morning ; our course 
south-west. On the morning of the 21st, we encoun- 
tered a strong wind, which in the afternoon, had in- 
creased so much, that we were compelled to put two 
reefs in the top-sails ; and a squall split our jib and 
sprung our foremast. I had no opportunity or dispo- 
sition to enjoy the grandeur of the rolling ocean, being 
confined to the cabin by sea sickness. Our ship was 
engaged in the whaling business, and I was furnished, 
for once, with an opportunity of seeing the experiment 
of taking a whale. The thing has often been described, 
but the novelty of the manoeuvre interested me. The 
experienced and skillful whalemen dispose of the dan- 
gerous process, with the tactics of their profession, in 
a manner much beyond my conceptions before witness- 
ing it ; and the monster of the deep, though mighty in 
his strength, is made to submit to inferior power, and 
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to contribute largely to illuminate our eveningSy at 
home. When the whale is brought along side of the 
ship, the whalemen dissever the head from the body, 
hoist it on deck, and whilst some are employed in per- 
forating the scull, and with a bucket taking out the 
sperm, others make a spiral incision in the oily portion 
of the body, beginning where the head was taJten off 
and by rope and hook suspended by a pulley twenty 
feet up the mainmast, draw up the oily part which 
cleaves from the flesh, while the body of the whale re- 
volves in the water ; and this process is continued un- 
til all that is valuable is secured. There are said to 
be thirty thousand men employed in this business in 
the Pacific, while only about four hundred are engaged 
in diffusing the light of life through the dark places of ' 
the earth. 

January i2th, 1837. Through the whole of to-day 
we had strong . gales from N. N. E. Our top-sails 
were close reefed — split our main-top-sail. Headed 
to the E. close on the wind. Very bad sea — ^not able 
to take any observation of our latitude or longitude. 
These gales continued on the 13th until almost every 
sail was taken in, and we lay to on the wind. The 
last part of the day was more moderate, and we headed 
south. • By observation taken to-day, our latitude was 
140 47' south. 

Sabbath, 15th. The winds subsided, and the wea- 
ther was warm. In the morning we came near Te- 
tuaroa, a small island of the Society group. It is low, 
the highest parts rising but a few feet above the level 
of the sea, is thinly inhabited, and adorned with large 
and beautiful groves of the cocoa tree extending even 
to the water's edge. The fresh verdure of this island, 
in all the luxuriance of perpetual summer, was a de- 
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lightful contrast to the constant view of the water for 
aearly a months and I felt as though these gems of the 
ocean were scattered here to refresh the tired voyager, 
<nd bring to his mind the recollection of his own dear 
home. Like all the islands of this ocean which I have 
Been, it is surrounded with coral reefs, lying off at a 
little distance from the shore, and upon which the sea 
constantly breaks. In the afternoon we approached 
the harbor of Papeeti, at the island of Tahiti. The 
pilot came off to us, and made an effort to get the ship 
m, but did not succeed, the wind being too light, and 
we had to bear off for the night. The prospect as it 
lay spread out before us was a combination of all that 
was beautiful in nature. Nor am I alone in the im- 
pression which this little *' Queen of the ocean" makes 
upon a stranger. Others have described it with all 
the vividness which its romantic and delightful scenery 
inspires. The harbor forms a gentle curve, and in the 
fereground, on a level tract, were scattered neat cot- 
tages, built of thatch, or wood, plastered and white- 
washed with coral lime, situated together with the 
church, in the midst df bread-fruit, cOcoa, and orange 
groves. The back ground of the enchanting picture 
was filled up with hills and valleys, and streams dash- 
ing their way down the ravines, and then me^dering 
through the rich vale below, to the ocean, while the 
outline terminated in steep and lofty mountains. But 
not the least interesting were the marks which the 
the Christian religion and its attendant, civilization, 
have made. Here was a church, and to know that 
this people had lately been rescued from paganism, 
and all the hideous forms of idolatrous worship, raised 
in my heart emotions of pleasure and gratitude, whieh 
not even nature^s fairest forms had power to awak^i. 
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An imis^ortal spirit elevated from the dust, and raised 
t^ heaven, a monument of the Savior's grace — v?hat 
can equal it ? 

Monday morning, the 16th, we passed safely into 
the harbor, where we found the Daniel Webster, Pier- 
son, from Sag Harbor ; on board of which were Rev. 
W. Richards and family, passengers for the United 
States. 

. We continued in this port four days, during which- 
tiHie I made several excursions about the island, and 
became acquainted with the English missionaries, of 
whose successful labors I had often heard and read ; 
the Rev. Messrs. Wilson, Prilchard, and Darling, and 
their families. They appear happy in their work, and 
devoted to it. The Christian religion is the only reli- 
gioa acknowledged in these islands, and its influence 
is universally apparent. As the conversion of multi- 
tudes in the first ages of Christianity, has ever been 
cpnsidered as furnishing evidence of the truth of the 
gospel, so the " moral miracle" of the conversion of 
the islands of the sea, in our own day, is calculated, 
with all its attendant circumstances, to comfirm oui 
f^ith, as well as to encourage us in prosecuting still 
farther those benevolent designs, which render the de- 
serts, both naturally and morally, the garden of the 
Lord. Besides preaching on the Sabbath, the nris- 
sipnaries have religious service on other days of the 
wjeek. At-sun-rise every morning they have a pub- 
lic prayer meeting. They are doii^ much by their 
schools and the press ; and most of the people can 
read. The performances of the natives in vocal mu- 
sic pleased me, their voices being very soft and mu- 
sical, though less cultivated than tlw>se of the Sandwich 
Islanders. Their personal appearance, complexion, 
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language, and dress are much the sam^ as the natives 
of those islands. Their advances in the arts and in 
agriculture, are less than might be expected of them, 
but in a climate where so many rich fruits vegetate 
spontaneously, the necessity of cultivation is less im- 
perious. While the harbor is not as good as that of 
Oahu, less is done by way of wharfing, or otherwise to 
&cilitate business, or to aid in repairing the shipping 
which visit this island. A good public road has been 
commenced to extend around the island, on which con- 
victs, instead of being imprisoned, were employed, 
but It is now neglected, and all the bridges are broken 
down. 

The government here is much the same as that of 
the Sandwich Islands, but is in some respects more 
free and systematized. Their judiciary is well organ- 
ized, and justice is tolerably well administered. Their 
legislative body is composed of the queen, governors, 
chiefs, and two representatives from each district of 
the islands of Tahiti and Eimeo ; the laws when framed 
are canvassed by the people, and if approved, receive 
the queen's signature. The young queen, Pomare, is 
of very prepossessing appearance, possesses talents, 
and decision of character ; but her views of civiliza- 
tion are not so enlarged as those of Madam Kinau. 

The American consul at these islands, resides at Pa- 
peeti ; he is a Dutchman, and as he informed me, a 
native and citizen of Antwerp. His English is hardly 
intelligible, and his knowledge of the duties of his of- 
fice is yet to be acquired. 

The islands of Tahiti and Eimeo, like the other large 
islands of the Pacific, are volcanic and coraline. They 
are mountainous, and many of the mountains are high 
and steep, and many of the valleys are deep and 
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narrow, extending far into the interior. To a consider 
able extent the soil is rich and productive ; oranges 
and all other tropical fruits being abundant, and re- 
quiring little labor or care. Such is the indolence of 
the inhabitants that they cultivate little besides sugar 
cane and a few vegetables. These islands are well 
supplied with forests, in which are several kinds of 
wood equal in value to mahogany for cabinet work. 
The heat for thcTmost part of the year is so oppressive, 
that though many things are very pleasant, yet these 
islands come short of the paradise which some jour- 
nalists have described. 

These, like the other islands of the Pacific, have been 
dimishing in populousness. Various causes, such as 
the introduction of foreign diseases, infanticide, human 
sacrifices, the means furnished by commerce of ren- 
dering wars destructive to human life, and the intro- 
duction of ardent spirits, have all contributed to this 
end. It is estimated that only about twelve thousand 
people inhabit the two islands of Tahiti and Eimeo, 
and about forty thousand both the Georgian and So- 
ciety group. The introduction of the Christian reli- 
gion has banished many causes of their decline. 

The cleanliness of the islanders is a subject worthy 
of remark. Their practice of frequent ablutions and 
sea bathing, to which they are induced by the climate, 
and of which they are fond, including all descriptions 
of persons, and even children, is highly conducive to 
health, and promotes a taste for neatness in their per- 
sons not common^to heathen nations. 

Wednesday, 18th, I accompanied Mr. Pritchard in 
his pastoral labors, about seven miles, on horseback, 
where he preached to a congregation in a village in 
which the queen has her residence. Queen Pomare 
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was preseutt and an interesting audience appeared to 
listen aa if they were hearing the word to obey it 
After the meeting, we pursued our ride about seven 
milea farther, to Rev. Mr. Wilson's at Point Vemis, a 
lovely spot situated in or^ge and banana groves. 
Our way thither was around the ba«e of hills, and 
^mountains which apprt)ached near the beach in pre- 
cipices, and where the opening through the coral reefc 
permitted the sea to break on the shore with a noise 
like thunder, so that we had to watch the opportunity 
afforded by the receding waves to pass these points. 
Any horses, but those accustomed to the noise and 
sight, would have denied ud a safe passage. With 
these dear missionaries I partook of a cheerful dish of 
tea^ while we talked of the interests of the kingdom of 
our common Redeemer, and of the time when fellow 
laborers from every part of our lost world, and from 
their different spheres of agency^ when their work 
here is done, shsdl be gathered to their Father's home 
in heaven. 

. In the evening we returned to Mr. Pritcharifs, on 
my part delighted with, so refreshing an interview. 

During my short stay, the queen jand royal fs^mily of 
a neighboring island, paid a visit of friendship to Ta- 
hiti* This afforded me a very desirable opportunity 
of remarking the manners and customs of the people^ 
A public feast w£is given in honor of the royal visitants j 
wd the day was ushered in by firing rusty guns, of 
lyhich they have a very few. The morning untif t«a 
o'clock was occupied in collecting t#geth§x their co- 
coa nuts, bananas, baked hogs, <Stc» Many were out 
to purchase calico scarfs of two or three yards in 
length to wear in the procession. A very large pro- 
cession foxmed, the women taking the lead, and the 
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men following in order. A female with an infant in 
her arms led the van. This was explained to me as 
done in honor of mothers ; for here as well as at tho 
Sandwich Islands, women are regarded as in all re- 
spects on a par with men. All were well attired in 
European style, their heads adorned tastefully with 
garlands of most beautiful tropical flowers, with which 
their sea-girt isle abounds in profusion. After takingi 
in single file, a long and circuitous march, they ar- 
rived at their feasting bower, under a grove of cocoa- 
nut, bread-fruit, and orange trees, where near the cen- 
tre, with an infant, sat the royal visitor ; and as they 
passed, each Tahitian threw down at. her feet their 
scAfk or some other present. It was the pleasure of 
the queen, however, not long to retain all these tokens 
of honor, for she seemed happy in generously giving 
them to others. After the procession had passed in 
respectful review, next came the refreshments, which 
were placed, some on the ground, others suspended on 
boughs of trees, which were taken and shared in little 
circles seated upon the grass, evidently enjoying the 
sociial interview. This is considered one of their most 
joyful holidays, and was managed without noise, con- 
fusion, or any apparent infraction of the rules of pro- 
priety. It must be recollected that this is a temperance 
island ; all traffic in ardent spirits being prohibited by 
law. 

In taking leave of these islands, I would not fail to 
mention the kind hospitality of Rev. G. Pritchard and 
family, and the satisfaction I had in seeing the other 
missionaries, and witnessing the interesting fruits of 
theit labors, under the blessing of God. 

Our stay at Tahiti was employed by the ship's crew 
in disposing of our poor sulphureted water from the 
17 
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Sandwich Islands, and in re-supplying themselves from 
the pure mountain streams of this island, and in " ve- 
getating the ship^ as they phrase it ; that is, by col- 
lecting quantities, which are purchased of the natives, 
of oranges, bananas, sw^eet potatoes, limes, cocoanuts 
in abundance, bread-fruit, yams, and squashes. Here 
I collected for my cabinet, some choice specimens of 
coral and shells of the oce^n, which the natives dive to 
obtain, and sell to the ships which enter this port. 

On the morning of Saturday, 21st January, we left 
the harbor of Tahiti with a light wind, and as we 
sailed around Eimeo, its mountains, with their densely 
wooded tops and precipitous sides, appeared in full 
prospect. On this island there is a high school for the 
children of the missionary families of the several 
islands. 

We proceeded with a favorable wind until the 30th« 
when our latitude was 30° 27' south, and longitude 
1630 10' west. I was here much gratified to witness 
the interesting phenomenon of a water-spout. It first 
became visible to us about half a mile distant as it 
arose, and at that distance we had no apprehensions of 
danger from it, and yet it was sufficiently near to give 
a distinct view. It commenced in a small, dark, and 
nearly perpendicular column, enlarging its diameter as 
it rose, until it reached the region of the clouds, when, 
apparently feeling the influence of the wind, it passed 
obliquely to the south-west. It continued in view 
some time, but as we were proceeding on our course, 
it gradually disappeared. 

On the 4th of February, fresh breezes from the 
north-west took the place of the south-east trade-winds, 
and our cour-se was laid E. S. E. 

On the 5th we "had strong gales from the west Put 
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two reefs in the top-sails, and took in the mizzen-top- 
sail, and handed the main-sail. The sea was very 
heavy. On the 9th the wind was more moderate ; 
and while engaged in spearing porpoises, one of the 
men fell overboard from the bow, and went directly 
under the ship, and came up under her stern. The 
life buoy was thrown over to him, but being an indif- 
ferent swimmer he was long in his efforts to seize it. 
By, lowering the boat and rounding about the ship, he 
was recovered on board much exhausted, and almost 
overcome with the cold. Hundreds are daily, by a 
great variety of occurrences, taken from the world, 
and the certain knowledge awakens but feeble sensa- 
tions in our bosoms ; but a solitary case of individual 
danger and suffering which we witness, arouses all our 
anxieties and sympathies, and we are grateful when re- 
lieved by the safety of the sufferer. 

On the 16th and 17th, the gale was tremendous. 
We were in latitude about 47^ south, and 120^ west 
longitude. With nearly every sail taken in, we could 
only run before the wind, which was from the north- 
west, and the waves were constantly breaking over our 
bulwarks. Such was the roaring of the wind and 
breaking waves, that it was difficult for the orders of 
the captain to be heard, upon his loudest voice, from 
midship, forward or aft. The wind blew tons of wa- 
ter into the air and scattered it into ten thousand sprays. 
I never had such evidence of the power of wind and 
water, nor of the admirable manner the ship could live 
in such a gale. She would roll upon the waves, and 
plunge, and rise again upon the mountain billows. 
The whole scene was fraught with magnificence, ter- 
ror, and grandeur. It was a great favor that we had a 
courageous a^d experienced captain ; and a sober, ac- 
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tive, and obedient crew ; and above all, the protection 
of Heaven. Two men were constantly at the wheel, 
selected from our best steersmen. We shipped a great 
quantity of water, and on the night of the 17th, the fore 
deck had scarcely at any time, less than a foot, or two 
feet of water, the waves breaking over faster than the 
water could pass through the scuppers. Two pumps 
were at work a large portion of the time to keep the 
ship clear, so much water was constantly finding its 
way down the closed hatches and other leakages of the 
deck. The two men at each pump labored so forcibly, 
that it was necessary to be relieved by others every 
three minutes. I reflected on the condition of those 
who were not prepared for death, and that even to a 
Christian a quiet death-bed would be preferable to lea* 
ving the world in such a scene of confusion. But we 
were spared in great kindness, and the following morn- 
ing the wind began to abate. Captain Allyn, who had 
been into most of the principal seas, and around both 
of the great Capes, said he never saw, except in a ty- 
phoon which he encountered on the Japan coast, any 
gale which equalled this. 

The gales continued vrith frequent squalls of hail 
and rain until the 28th, when we found we were driven 
to the 590 of south latitude, and 77o west longitude. 
This was farther south of Cape Horn than we wished 
to go. The weather was cold and thick, the thermom- 
eter ranging between 41^ and 47^ for several days. 
On the first of March, we saw, for the first time after 
leaving Tahiti, a sail to the windward heading south- 
west, but were unable to speak her. It was very 
pleasant to find our latitude lessening in our home- 
ward course, though we were not up with the Cape 
until the third of March. During the gales, and es*- 
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pecially in stormy weather, our vessel was very fre- 
quently visited by a bird, which navigators call the 
Noddy, and which is easily taken with the hand. It 
is of the Tern genus, twelve inches long, slenderly 
formed ; its plumage is a dark sooty brown, excepting 
the top of its head which is dusky white. The Alba- 
tross also was constantly flying about us, regardless of 
wind and waves. Our men caught several of them 
with a hook, the heads of which, when standing upon 
the deck, were four feet high ; their aler measuremeiit 
was ten feet. Although they are generally of a brown 
color, yet in the region of Cape Horn, they vary from 
a mixture of brown and white, to an almost entire 
white. They are the largest class of the feathered 
race. 

We had for a long time an opportunity of observing 
the Magellanic clouds ; which are three in number, 
two luminous and one black ; about thirty degrees dis- 
tant from each other, and fixed in their relative situa- 
tions as are the fixed stars. Although I had noticed 
them, supposing them to be clouds, and wondering 
how an illuminated cloud should be seen at all times 
of the night, and preserve its position with an outline 
so well defined and so plainly marked, yet my mind 
was not wholly satisfied respecting them, until the 
mate of the ship, who had seen them in previous voy- 
,ages, and who possessed considerable astronomical 
knowledge, pointed out to me some of their charac- 
teristics. The weather in these high southern lati- 
tudes being so uniformly thick and cloudy, prevented 
our observing them so early, or carefully as we might 
otherwise have done. They were distinctly visible 
for weeks, keeping their relative situation, and their 
altitude above the southern horizon lessening to the 
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beholder, according as his latitude diminished while 
he proceeded north. The forms of each are about fire 
degrees in diameter. The luminous ones undoubtedly 
are formed by clusters of stars, so numerous and con- 
tiguous, and so distant as only to give a glimmering 
light like luminous clouds, which gives them their 
name ; and the black one is very probably the entire 
absence of all light. I gazed at these, night after night, 
withwonder and admiration. It seemed to me, that 
looking at the dark one, was looking beyond created 
nature into infinite space. 

Gales occurred occasionally after we doubled Cape 
Horn, but most of the time was pleasant and the winds 
favorable, until the 27th of March, in south latitude 
320 27', and west longitude 28© 34', the wind came 
around to the north, and continued to blow from a 
northerly direction for ten days, which retarded our 
progress, and carried us ofTour course to the east, un- 
til we were brought into 28° west longitude, where we 
changed our course west by north. On the first of 
April we spoke an East Indiaman. She was a very 
large, fine-looking ship, of about eight hundred tons, 
well filled with men, women and children, who proba- 
bly were passengers for New Holland. This was the 
first ship we had spoken after the Spartan, near the 
line on the other side of the continent. It is difficult 
to imagine how pleasant it is to see and speak a ship, 
after leaving been months at sea. A few hours after, 
we saw another East Indiaman, but did not speak her. 
By falling in with these ships, we found we were so 
near Africa, that we were in the track of ships from 
Europe to the Cape of Good Hope. 

The same day we buried one of the seamen in the 
great deep. He was a man who in early life was 
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trained up in the care of pious parents, but whose after 
tife was marked by vices, which in their consequences 
led to a comparatively early death. It was a solemn 
scene when we committed his remains to the water 
grave. The colors were raised half mast, the whole 
ship's company collected around ; the body, with 
iveights attached, was laid upon a plank at the gang- 
"way ; and we paused to dwell for a moment on death 
and the dread scenes beyond. I addressed them in a 
few remarks suggested by the occasion, and after a 
prayer, the plank was gently moved over the side of 
the ship, and the dead disappeared to be seen no 
more. 

On the 2d, we made Martin Vass Islands, which are 
five in number, composed wholly of volcanic rocks, 
without any soil ; some of them are cones, shooting 
up four or five hundred feet. Two are very small and 
needle pointed. They are all so precipitous, and the 
sea constantly breaking against them, that jthere is no 
landing. Their forms are fantastical ; one of them 
having the appearance of a fortification with bastions, 
about which are needle points resembling men on 
guard. They are in 20^ 31' south latitude, and 28^ 
38' west longitude. By changing our course more 
westerly we made Trindad, oflT against St. Roque, 
which is an island of considerable size, and in latitude 
20O 28', and longitude 29^ 5'. Near evening we were 
fifteen miles from it, and wishing to land in the morn- 
^ ing, we took in sail and lay off for the night. Some 
Portuguese once settled upon it, but it is so difficult of 
access, that they abandoned it, and it is now witbc*"/ 
any inhabitants. 

On the morning of the 3d, we ran down to withif 
three miles of the island, and manned three boats to go 
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on shore ; but finding no place free from breakers, 
gave up the attempt, caught a few fish near the shores, 
and after being much annoyed with flies which came 
off to us, we returned to the ship, and with a fa- 
vorable breeze pursued our course. This island is also 
volcanic, has an iron-bound shore, and is mountainous, 
the highest part of which is about fifteen hundred, pr 
two thousand feet. It is a place of resort for multi- 
tudes of birds and sea fowl, some of which are large. 
I had an opportunity to see, but not to examine, the 
man-of-war hawk. They are numerous here, and 
while they are handsome, they are also ravenous, al- 
ways taking their prey upon the wing. There were 
many of the perfectly silky white species of the Tern, 
which hovered over us with great tameness, as though 
they wished to form an acquaintance with us, not sus- 
pecting any hostility. 

!Mo3t of our nights, as well as days, for a long tinje 
v^ere clear, and the stars were seen with remarkable 
brightne^. What has been described by others of 
evenings at sea, in the southern hemisphere, I had an 
oppk)rtunity of observing with admiration. The rich- 
Zest colors of red, orange, and yellow, are spread over 
the western sky after the setting sun, and often over 
the wfhole concave of heaven. No pencil of art can 
imitate the tints and hues which blend in softness over 
this scene of beauty. Nature's pencil only can lay on 
these delicate shades, and add to them the brilliancy, 
ever varying, of so much richness and splendor. 

In the deep seas we did not see many fish; of the 
few which came under our observation, the dorado^ or 
as commonly called, the dolphin, and the pilot fish ex- 
celled in the beauty of their colors. The former, 
when taken upon deck, constantly changed its colors 
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from the bright purple to the gold, the bluish green, 
and the silver white, and these spreading out into van- 
ishing shades. The pilot fish is equally beautiful, but 
is singular in the choice of company and employment ; 
always being found with the shark, and conducting 
him to his prey, from which it derives its name. 

The flying fish is a curiosity, furnished with powers 
for occupying both air and water, but finds no friend 
in either ; pursued by the porpoise, or the dolphin, or 
some other fish, it swims with all speed until it can no 
longer escape its destructive enemy, and then takes to 
flight in the air, where the albatross and the man-of- 
war hawk hover to make it their prey. In its flight 
it often falls upon the decks of ships where man shows 
it no mercy. 

On the 19th of April we passed the equator. For a 
few days we had calms or only light wind with show- 
ers. The heat was very intense, and to be becalmed 
under these circumstances is more to be dreaded than 
gales. But we were much favored, and soon found 
ourselves in north latitude, and it was with sensations 
of delight that I again beheld the North star, though 
but just above the horizon. I hailed it as the harbin- 
ger of good, and an indication that I was fast ap- 
proaching my long desired home and friends. 

All objects at sea are considered worthy of notice, 
and the gulf weed, which was seen in great abundance 
before we came to the gulf-stream, was observed with 
no small interest. It is an aquatic plant of a peculiar 
light green color, and floats upon the surface of the 
water. We entered and passed the stream on the 
14th of May, in 36^ 37' north latitude ; and though a 
rough sea is generally expected here, yet we had a very 

17* 

Digitized bydOOQlC 



394 LAirB tascRiBD. 

pleasant time. The cuifrent is at the rate of three 
miles an hour, and the temperature sev^en degree 
warmer than the adjacent water. 

On the 17th of May, at three in the after&oon, ^e 
were cheered with the cry from the man at the ma«t 
head, ''Land hoi ahead.'' It proved to be Block 
Island. We came in sight of the light-house in the 
evening, but too late to attempt to get into the harbor 
before morning, and therefore lay off for the night. In 
the morning we found ourselves among varioiM ship- 
ping bound to different ports. ' We passed MontadL 
Point and drew near to New Londcm, where the sight 
of the city, the shipping m the harbor, the coimtry 
around, and the islands dressed in green, were most 
grateful, especially to one so long conversant with hea- 
then countries and a wide expanse of ocean. Passed 
up the Thames to the city, and I rejoiced to land once 
more upon Christian and civilized shores, my native 
land, my country ! In taking leave of the Phoenix, I feh 
it due to the captain and crew to say, that I received 
from them every kind attention I could wish, and it be- 
ing a temperance ship, I did not hear a profane word 
from any while on hoard. We had public worship, du- 
ring the voyage on the Sabbath, and the word of God 
was blessed, as there was reason to believe, to the sa- 
ving conversion of some souls. I found kind friends in 
New London, and after arranging my business, di- 
rected my way to Ithaca, wKere I arrived on the 23d 
of May, after an absence of more than two years and 
two months, and having accoinplished a journey of 
twenty-eight thousand miles. 
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I HAVE in several places made mention of the supe- 
rior mildness of the climate west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and that the seasons are divided into the wet and 
dry ; the rainy season commencing about the first of 
November, and the dry about the first of May. The 
following Meteorological Table, which was taken with 
care, will give a general specimen. 
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VOCABULARY OF INDIAN LANGUAGES. 



Several gentlemen of erudition, who have profess- 
edly investigated the languages of the American In- 
dians, have given it as their opinion that they are all 
traceable to four roots. But I am confident, from the 
opportunities I have had to examine the languages of 
maiiy dififerent nations, that the opinion is entirely un- 
founded. The following vocabularies are given as 
ipecimeh'^ of difference in the languages of four na- 
tions in Oregon. The languages of other nations are 
equally distinct 





KEZ PERCB LANGUAGE. 


English. 


Indian. 


God, 


hemakis Tota. 


Spirit, 


koonapa. 


Father, 


tota. 


Man, 


hkmk. 


Woman, 


iat. 


Mother, 


peka. 


Child, 


meaits. 


Brother, 


uskeep. 


Sister, 


axsip. 


Husband, 


hama. 


Wife, 


waipna. 
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KEZ PE&CB. 


I, 


en. 


Thou, 


em. 


He, 


emim. 


She, 


aiat. 


It, 


ke. 


They, 


elahne tetokan. 


People, 


tetokan. 


Heaven, 


accompenaka. 


Earth, 


waitush. 


Water, 


coos. 


Fire, 


aula. 


Snow, 


maika. 


Rain, 


waikit 


Wood, 


haitsU.' 


Grass, 


pat. 


Hen, or bad spirit, ' 


koonapa kapseiah.' 


Horse, 


shecUm. 


White Bear, 


hahlits. 


Black Bear, 


eakat. 


Beaver, 


taxpull. 


Otter, 


collas. 


Deer, 


enishnim. 


Moose, 


taissheep. 


Buffalo, 


cocoil. 


Wolf, 


siyah. 


Salmon, 


natso. 


Trout, 


wowalthum. 


Gun, 


temoon. 


Powder, 


popokes. 


Ball, ^ 


saip. 


Stone, 


pishwa. 


Whatis^iatT 


etu ke. 


Who is that T 


eshe ke. 


There, 


koone. 
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Here, 

Where, 

When, 

How many ? 

None, 

All, 

Plenty, * 

Near by. 

Great way off. 

This road, 

Stop, 

Go, 

Run, 

Go fast. 

Stop here, 

Encamp, 

Sleep, 

Eat, 

I hear. 

You hear, 

I understand. 

Come, 

I know. 

You know. 

He knows, 

They know, 

I do not know. 

Talk, 

Ride, 

Wait, 

Swim, 

Love, 

Hate, 

Kill, 

18 



kene. 
mene. 
mowwa. 
moits. 
siou. 
oekalla, 
elahne. 
keemta. 
wyat. 
iskit. 
coUo, 
coetuc. 
willaikit. 
haum teets. 
collo kene. 
wispeix. 
penemeek. 
hipsh. 

en amachish» 
em amachish* 
en amacus. 
come, 
en soko. 
em soko. 
emim soko. 
tetokan soko. 
waiitu en soko. 
tumtein. 
wyatcus. 
coats, 
shuway. 
aitou. 

waiitu aitou. 
w&pseou. 
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ITBIFEKGB. 



Alive, 


waikus. 


Make, 


ainees. 


Take, 


enip. 


Carry, 


enip coeta. 


Give, 


en&hanim. 


Pay, 


tumaitcus. 


Make fire. 


ailix. 


Worship, 


toUa poosa. 


Smoke, 


keieta. 


Sun, moon. 


hasumtooks. 


Prairie, 


paix. 


Mountain, 


mashum. 


Friend, 


sextua. 


Chief, 


meohot. 


Nez Perce 


numepo. 


Flathead, 


eailep. 


Blackfoot, 


quasne. 


Bonnax, 


tuelca. 


American, 


sueapo. 


Indian, 


tete teluit. 


Frenchman 


allima. 


Head, 


hooshus. 


Hair, 


hookoo. 


Arm, 


artum. 


Leg, 


waiu. 


Foot, 


akooa. 


Cloth, 


tahea. 


Saddle, 


supen sapoos. 


Pack, 


•upen saps. 


Beads, 


collowin. 


Good, 


tois* 


Bad, . 


kapseis. 


No, 


waiitu. 


Yes, 


4i. 
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Great, 


hemakis. 


Small, 


coots. 


Sick, 


comitsa. 


Well, 


penamina. 


To-day, 


tax. 


Yesterday, 


watish. 


Once more, 


nox emaka. 


White, 


hihi. 


Black, 


cinmo cimmeo; 


Red, 


ilpelp. 


Vermilion, 


ailish. 


Paint, 


penasuet. 


1 nox. 


10 poetumpt 


2 lapeet 


11 nox tit. 


3 metait 


12 lapeet tit 


4 peelep. 


20 laap tit 


5 pahut 


80 metaiptit 


6 elaix. 


40 pelaptit 


7 quoenapt 


60 pahaptit. 


8 wemuttut 


100 pooetap tit 


9 quoiesi, 





VOCABULARY OP THE KLICATAT NATION WHO INHABIT 
THE COUNTRY NORTH OF THE CASCADES* 



English. 


Indian. 


God, 


Meyoh, 


Evil spirit. 


melah. 


Sun, 


an. 


Moon, 


ulhigh'. 


Stars, 


kashlo. 


Fire, 


lokkowoukfl^ 
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KLICATAT. 


Earth, 


te 'tsum. 


Water, 


chow wass. 


Stone, 


'p's swah. 


Wood, 


il quas. 


House, 


enneet. 


Bread, 


shappleeL 


Fish, 


t'kuinnat. 


Deer, 


owinnat. 


Bird, 


'hat 'hot. 


Cow, 


moos moos stuiu 


Horse, 


kosee. 


Dog, 


kosikkosee. 


Boat, 


qu&ssas. 


Man, 


wince. 


Woman, 


iyet. 


Girl, 


p'teeniks. 


Boy, 


asswan. 


Fingers, 


pahhahtopat. 


Foot, 


wattekas. 


Toe, 


owhunghe. 


Tongue, 


melleese. [shu. 


Ear, 


misshu (plu.) pesahmis- 


Mouth, 


mettolla'hhow. 


Lip, 


um, (plu.) pe^sah um. 


Black, 


chemook. 


White, 


pillas. 


Green, 


lahm't. ' 


Yellow, 


penahkunnootowasa^ 


Red, 


kluts^h.. 


Good, 


seyah. 


Bad, 


chilooeet. 


High, 


*quaahme. 


Low, 


metee. 


Many, 


hugh'lak. 
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KLICATAT. 


Few, 


millah. 


Little, 


iksiks. 


Who? 


sindewah. 


What? 


sinmisswah. 


Knife, 


hahbittelme. 


Bow, 
Arrow, 


toominpas. 
kiasso. 


Gun, 
Sea, 


toowinpas. 
attackas. 


River, 


wannah. 


Lake, 


wattum. 


Mountain, 


*ke*h. 


Hill, 

Valley, 

Plain, 


pussque. 

nkop. 

tak. 


Here, , 


itche. 


There, 


ekkone. 


Near, 
Far off. 
Night, 
Day, 
Where, 


*tsahpah. 

weatHpah. 

Hset. 

echoosah. 

minnan. 


When, 


mittach. 


I walk, 


inikwenahsah. 


I talk. 


sinewesah. 


None, 


chahow. 


I know. 


assook sah. 


I have known, 


mewe sah sooh sah. 


I see, 


enahukheno sah. 


I hear. 


innasick sah. 


I taste, 
I smell. 


quatas sah. 
annookse sah. 


L 


sah. 


Thou, 


imk^ 
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KUCATAT. 


He, 


equaL 


She, 


equakiik. 


Head, 


chlamtukh. 


Eye, 


tats*k. 


Back, 


koopkoop. 


Come, 


winnum. 


Go, 


winnak. 


Give, 


annik. 


Large, 


•nche. 


Smaller, 


mi*nche. 


Smallest, 


ooksooks.. 


Beauty, 


seeghewah. 


All, 


k*lhweek. 


True, 


chawnumsisk. 


False, 


t'sis. 


Chief, 


kooWtup. 


Common men, 


wallumteen. 


My father. 


hahtootas. 


My mother. 


naheclas. 


Elder brother. 


nahnahnas. 


Younger brother, 


incoks. 


Sister, 


inchats. 


Husband, 


inman. 


Yes, 


deh. 


No, 


waht. 


Beaver, 


wispus. 


Rabbit, 


sinwe. 


Cat, • 


w&sswass. 


Wolf, , 


enahte. 


Bear, 


*hollees. 


Otter, 


nooksi. 


Laziness, 


ilkkah. 


Sleep, 


Hsotah. 


Soft, 


uquatuquat 
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Strength, 

Swan, 

Goat, 

Beads, 

Cold, 

Hard, 

1 lah's, 

2 neep*t, 

B mettapt*, 

4 peneepH, 

5 pahhat, 

6 pHuhninis, 

7 toosk&s, 

8 pahhahhemaht, 

9 Hsawlawsimkah, 

10 hotem, 

11 lah'sw&ppena, 



h*too, 

w&hhalow. 

powyanin. 

k*pput. 

'tsoisah. 

kntet'k. 

12 nlep*tw4ppena, 

13 mettaptw&ppena, 
20 neeptit, 

30 mett^ptit, 
40 peneeptit, 
50< pahhiptit, 
60 pHuhninsaptit, 
70 tooskahsaptit, 
80 pahhahtusapHit, 
90 Hsaulochsaptit, 
100 potemtit. 



VOCABULARY OF THE CALA^OOA NATION. 



God, 

Heaven, 

Evil Spirit, 

Hell, 

Sun, 

Moon, 

Stars, 

Fire, 

Earth, 

Wind, 

Water, 

Wood, 



'ntsompate. 

ahlupklooah. 

ehwakehe. 

owievenah. 

•npeun. 

*ntope. 

*ntsaIowah. 

ummi. 

umpullo. 4 

•ntolouh. 

'mpahke. 

ow&ttuk. 
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CAI.4YOM. 


Stone, 


'ntaugh. 


Bone, 


*ntsa. 


House, 


ummi*. 


Bread, 


shappleeL 


Fish, 


*ntumuak. 


Deer, 


ammoke*. 


Elk, 


'ntokah. 


Bird, 


noknok. 


Horse, 


kuetan. 


Cow, 


moosmoos; 


Dog, 


*n*tul. 


Boat, 


*mpaw. 


Man, 


*noihee. 


Woman* 


ehwahktsut* 


Boy, 


ehwahpyah* 


Girl, 


*mpeena* 


I, 


tsa. 


Thou, 


mah. 


He, 


annoihe. 


She, 


ahwahkkotsut* 


My father. 


hum nee. 


Your father. 


makkan nee. 


My mother. 


sin nee. 


Elder brother. 


t&h. 


Sister, 


shetup. 


Husband, 


tahwahke. 


Wife. 


tahwahke. 


Yes, 


aw. 


No, 


kussowew 


Head, 


unqufth. 


Mouth, ♦ 


tinte. 


Chin, 


nl&k. 


Teeth, 


tinte. 


Arm, 


fntooque. 
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Hand, 


t*lakquah. 


Finger, 


taw'nah. 


Foot, 


teuofoh. 


Ear, 


toandunkahtcdi. 


Black, 


mo*. 


White. 


mow*. 


Blue, 


*mpulunk. 


Green, 


pitchish. 


Red, 


*tselow. 


Good, 


misso. 


Bad. 


kaskah. 


High, 


tshamayunk. 


Low, 


wcdlah. 


Many, 


milloe. 


Few, 


*mponuk. 


Large, 


pellah. 


Small, 


etoo. 


Who, 


me*eh. 


What, 


4nnikkee. 


Knife, 


*nkamistik. 


Bow, 


unchin. 


Arrow, 


un*owsuk. 


Gun, 


sukwsdlahlah. 


Sea, 


muUak. 


River, 


*ntsok. 


Lake, 


w^etnummeke- 


Mountain, 


peotahmefook. 


Valley, 


• wjdlah. 


Night, 


mooyoo. 


Day, 


*mpeyon. 


Here, 


m*hash. 


There, 


piefan. 


Near, 


*mchillah. 


Far off. 


m*lokkio. 
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CALA^OOA. 


Where, 




mutchoo. 


When, 




tahnondeh. 


To talk. 




tanuk. 


TowhUe^ 




ow&llowah. 


None, 




*nwa. 


I see. 




chats*onhot*n. 


Beaver, 




'nkipeah. 


All, 




teloh. 


Chief, 




*ntsombeek. 


Common men, 




anwoekee. 


Come, 




mahek. 


Go, 




tattea. 


Give, 




mahaque. 


Swan, 




mow. 


Rabbit, 




umpon. 


Wolf, 




molent. 


Bear, 




*mmo. 


Sleep, 




towi. 


Hard, 




*p*tsakkolIoo. 


Soft, 




*mput*l. 


Boil, 




liplip. 


1 towneh, 


10 teeneefeah&h, 


2 kamah, 


11 


teenefeahpetownah. 


3 peshin, 


12 


teenefeahpekamah. 


4 tohwah, 


20 


keefotenefeah, 


5 v^rul, 


30 


p*shintenefeah, 


6 taffo. 


40 


tohwatenefeah. 


7 p'sinmewe. 


. . 60 


wultenefeah. 


8 ke*mewe, 


100 tenefeah. 


9 *qui»teh, 


1000 


tumpeah. 
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VOCABULARY OF THE CHBNOOK LAN6UA0B AS BPOKBN 
ABOUT FORT VANCOUVER* 



God, 


Cannum. 


Heaven, 


coosah. 


Earth, 


illaha. 


Fire, 


olaptska. 


Water, 


isuck. 


Sea, 


wecoma. 


River, 


ibolt 


Sun, 


otlah. 


Moon, 


ootleum. 


Evil spirit, 


skokoom. 


Hell, 


skokoom. 


Boat, 


conim. 


Knife, 


opitsah* 


Gun, 


sucwall&L 


Powder, 


poolalla. 


Ball, 


colietan. 


Air, 


kummataz. 


t 


nlka. 


Thou, 


xnika. ^ 


He, 


yahkah* 


She, 


yahkah. 


It or them. 


klaska. 


Chief, 


tie. 


Boy, 


kaskas. 


Girl, 


rkpho. 


Sister, 


ahts. 


Father, 


tilecummama. 


Mother^ 


fit'llmama. 


People, 


tilecum. 


Yes, 


ah, or aha. 
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No, 


wayick, or wake. 


Good, 


close. 


Bad, 


wake close. 


Very bad» 


mestsa. 


Large, 


hias. 


Small, 


tunas. 


Far, 


8ia. 


Little wayv 


tunas sia. 


Great way. 


hias sia. 


To go fast. 


clatua hiuc 


Not fast. 


wake hiuc. 


Blacky 


klasdt. 


White^ 


t*koop. 


Blue, 


spocL 


Red;. 


pelpiL 


Green, 


peteish. 


High, 


saghalle. 


Low, 


kekulle. 


Now, 


witka. 


Muchy 


oghooway. 


Little, 


tunas. 


Who, 


nkaksta. 


What, 


ikta. 


Mountain, 


saghalle illaha. 


Vafley, 


kekulle illaha. 


Where, 


c4h. 


Here, 


ookook 


Night, 


pollakle. 


None, 


haloo. 


Bear, 


siano. 


Beaver, 


eena. 


Fox, 


tiskowkow. 


Wolf, 


leelo. 


Deer, 


moueecb. 
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Horse, 

Cow, 

Dog, 

Salmon, 

Bird, 

Speak, 

I speak, 

Thou speakest. 

He speaks, 

They speak, 

Make, 

I make. 

Thou makest. 

He makes, 

They make, 

Come, 

Perhaps, or I do not 

Understand, 

I understand. 

Now I understand, 

Sleep, 

I have, or it is with 

I walk. 

Long ago. 

See, 

Eat, 

1 eght, 

2 moxt, 

3 none, 

4 'lakit, 

5 quinum, 

6 tohhum, 

7 sinnamox, 



kuetan. 

moosmoos. 

kamux. 

quanagh. 

kallakalla. * 

wawa. 

nica wawa. 

mica wawa. 

yakka wawa. 

klaska wawa, 

mammook. 

nica mammook. 

mica mammook. 

yakka mammook. 

klaska mammook. 

chawko. 
know, clunas. 

cumetax. 

nica cumetax. 

alta nica cumetax. 

moosom. 
me, mitlit nica. 

nica clatuwa. 

aunacotta. 

noneneech. 

mucamuc. 

8 gtoghtkin, 

9 quiitz, 
10 taughlelum, 
30 moxttaghlelum, 
40 *lakitt4ghlelum, 

100 taughlelum taughlelum. 
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422 REMARKS. 

The Philologist, by examining the specimens of the 
languages, in the foregoing vocabularies, will notice 
how entirely distinct they are from each other, and he 
may form his own opinion in regard to their origin. 
The languages of other Indian nations are equally dis- 
tinct. The use of the commas, as in ^ke% mountain ; 
*noihee, man ; is designed to designate a gutteral sound 
wholly inarticulate. 
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TO MERCHANTS, TEACHERS, TRUSTEES, 
AND THE PEOPLE GENERALLY. 

NE¥ PUBLISHING HOUSE, 

AT AUBURN, N. Y. 



The following list of Books are published and offered for sale bj 
J. O. DERBY & CO., Auburn, New York. A large discount madft 
when qoantittes are taken. 



THE NEW CLERK'S ASSISTANT: or Book of 

Practical Forms, containing numerous precedents and forms for ordi 
nary business transactions, with reference to the Revised Statutes, and 
latest decisions of the Courts of New York, designed for the use of 
County and Town Officers, Merchants, Mechanics, Farmers, and 
Professional Men, by John S.- Jenkins, Esq., Counsellor at Law. 
568 pages, large 12 mo — $1,50. 

Nearly 3,000 copies of the above popular Book have been sold hi 
fix months. It is,, in every sense of the name, " Every man hit otm 



THE EXECUTOR'S, ADMINISTRATOR'S, AND 

GUARDIAN'S GUIDE, by David Wright, Esq., Counsellor at Law. 

12mo, 2d edition, revised and enlarged — $1,50. 

This book supplies a demand which has long been made for a cheap 
and useful Guide, to lighten the arduous duties of the Executor and 
Administrator — it is invaluable to the Surrogate, and a convenient digest 
of tho laws for members of the' bar> 
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THE FRUIT CULTURIST, adapted to the climate 

of the Northern States, containiog directions for raising yonng trees 
in the nnrsery, and for the management of the Orchard and Fruit 
Garden, by J. J. Thomas, 2d edition — $0,63. One of the best Guides 
for the cultivation of Fruit ever published. 



MENTAL ARITHMETIC, or first lessons in num- 
bers lor children, by James B, Thomson, A. M^ ISmo— $0,13. 



PRACTICAL ARITHMETIC, unlfing the inductive 

with the synthetic mode of instmctioa; aad also illustrating the 

principles of cancellation, by James B. Thomson, A. M., editor of 

Day*s School Algebra. 13mo— $0v88. 

Six thousand copies of the above popular Arithmetics have been sold 
in six months, and they dre rapidly being introduced into Schools and 
Academies. 



KEY TO THOMSON'S" PRACTICAL ARITH- 
METIC, for scbool teaefaen— 10>33. 



THOMSON'S HIGHER ARITHMETIC, (puWished 
THE CHRISTIAN'S INSTRUCTOR, containing a 

summary explanation and defense of the doctrines and duties of the 
Christian Religion, by Rev. Josiah Hopkins, D. D., late pastor of the 
1st Presbyterian church, Aubnnr. 3d edition. 12mo— $0,75. 
This work is highly recommended by Rev. Drs. Cox, Beecher, Stovee, 
Patten, and -others, as a '' book suited to the exigencies of the tiaaes." 



THE TOKEN OF FRIENDSHIP, LOVE, AND 

TRUTH, dedicated to I. O. O. F.. throughout thewrarld, by Kate 
Barclay. 32mo— $0,38. A beautiful little miniature, devoted <o tbe 
** Order." 
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"Particular attention U invited to the following interesting and Taloable 
•eries of Libbart Books. They are firmly bound in Leather, and 
highly recommended by Sopeiintendenta. 

MEMOIRS OF ANDREW JACKSON, Seveath 

President of the United States^ containing a full accoont of his Indias 
Campaigns, and Defense of New Orleans; together with his Farewell 
Address, Proclamation to the Nullifiers, and numerous anecdotes 
illustrative of his character, to which is added the Eulogy on his 
death, by Hon. Geo. Bancroft, Secretary U. S. Navy, by a citizen of 
Western New York. Four plates — $0,75.. 



THE LIFE AND ESSAYS OF DR. BENJAMIN 

FBANKLIN. ^2ino--#0,34. 



THE BATTLE GROUNDS OF AMERICA, illus- 

trated by Stories of the American Revolution. Fourteen plates — 10,50. 



LIVES OF DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN NA- 

VAL OFFICERS. 1st and 2d series, by J. Fennimore Cooper, 12mo. 
First series contains Lives of Commodores Bainbridge, Somers, Shaw, 
Shubrick, and Preble. Second series contains the Lives of Paul Jones, 
Oommodores Ferry, Woolsey, and Dale. $1,50. 



EOTHEN ; or Traces of Travel brought Home from 

tlieEa8t,byKingBlake. 12 mo— $0,75. "Decidedly the most brilliant 
Tolume of Eastern Travels ever produced."— tN. Y* Evening Post. 



PARKER'S EXPLORING TOUR BEYOND THE 

ROOKY MOUNTAINS, under the durection of the A. B. 0. F. M. 
oontcdning a description of the Geography, Geology, Climate, Pro- 
dnctions of the Country, and the numbers, manners, and customs of 
the nations, with a Map of Oregon Territory. Fifth edition, revised 
and enlarged, 12mo— 11,25. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE FRENCH REVOLU- 

TION, by M. A. Thiers, with notes and illlistrationB from tfao most 
anihentic sources, by F. Shoberei Third edition, complete in 2 yoKb. 
octayo~$3,50. 

We are now prepared to sell books at New York prices wholesale^ 
9md nothmg added for transportation. 

J. C. DERBY & CO., 
Publishers and Booksellers, 
Auburn, Cayuga County. 



SCHOOL BOO'KS. 



J.C. DERBY S6 CO. 

AUBURN, N. Y. 

Supply Teachers, Dealers, and others, with all the 
SCHOOL BOOKS in ate, at NEW YOBK FBICES. 



BINDERY AND BLANK-BOOK MANUFACTORY 

— the largest in Western New-York, is connected with DERBY 4 
CO'S. BookstfNre. 
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BOOK AND JOB PRINTING. 




HENRY OLIPHANT, 
- Exchange Buildings, Nos. 94 & 96 Genesee St.f Aubarn. 

For mwiif jun known aa the Pnbliahinff Oflle* of Aubam JournU, 

l8 prepared to execute all kinds of LETTER PRESS PRINTING, 
ta the best manner, on the shortest notice, and on the most reasonable 
terms. 

Having within the past few months made great additions to his office, 
H is at this time believed to be surpassed in the way of TYPES AND 
PRESSES, by few if any similar establishments in the State. Of Type» 
it comprises Letter of almost every imaginable style and size, from tho 
largest to the smallest-^nitable for 

BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, HANDBILLS, 
Showbills, Circulars, Cards, Blanks, Labels, together with BORDERS, 
OUTS, and EMBELLISHMENTS, suited to nearly every emergency. 
In the way of Presses — the leading one is known as 

ADAMS' POWER PRESS, 
the latest improvement — ^upon which most of the beautiful Pictorial 
Works of the country are now printed. As a piece of machinery it ig 
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wisarpassed — and although it may not throw off quite so much work as 
do some others in a given time, (it being only at the rate of 800 or 
I9OOO impressions per hour,) yet the superiority of its work never 
fails to* give the most ^perfect satisfaction. In addition to this, area 
MADISON PRESS, of the largest size, suitable for all large Bills and a 
WASHINGTON PRESS, fitted for smaller Bills, Book Work, Blanks, 
Bill Heads, Labels, Cards, &c., enabling him to do work of every variety 
■aited to the wants of castomers. 

In order to give to his work the best possible finish, the subscriber 
has recently obtaiueda CAST IRON STANDING PRESS, of the largest 
size and greatest power, which in connexion with the above named, 
forms one of the finest and best arranged lists of Presses any where to 
be found in this section. 

AH kinds of Book and Job Work done npon the best terms. 

PRESS WORK upon stb&sottpe platxs, done in the neatest style, 
and at the lowest rates. 

He is also publisher of the WESTERN FARMERS' ALMANAC, 
tiie copy of which for the following year will be issued in May— 32 
large pages, embellished with Engravings, on good paper and neatly 
printed. Also several varieties of CWWren*« Toy Books or Primert, 
Song BookSf Chap BookSf 4>c. Booksellers, Merchants, Pedlars «iid 
others will do well to call. 

Keeping constantly on hand a complete stock of PAPER and CARDS 
of -nearly every varie^ and color, and of all sizes and qiudities, he is en- 
abled to offer indaeeoMnts to his caAtomers, in thre wvf of Job Work, 
not to he found ^sewhere. 

LAW AND JUSTICES' BLANKS, in every variety, and of the best 
formi, fupplied^on the lowest terms. 
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